
PADEREWSKI V. HAMBOURG.

Hark Hambourg, who is to r visit Aus-

tralia this year under the direction of

Messrs J. and N. Tait, had many curious

experiences during his recen. American

tour, one of them illustrating the Amer-

ican’s keen sense of a business proposition.
Paderewski was touring the States at the

same time and very naturally a large pro-

portion of the musical critics, and music

lovers spent much time and many words

in discussing the respective merits of . the

two virtuees-—more especially as on sev-

eral occasions their itineraries overlapped
and they played within a night or two of

each other in the same town—sometimes

choosing the same pieces for their pro-

gramme. The amount of int rest and

controversy these inc dents occasioned in-

spired a New York music hall manager
with a bril iant scheme. He offered Ham-

bourg, and presumab’v Paderewski, a big
fee if they would appear on the same stage
and p

3
ay the same pieces within half an

hour of each other—a sort of instrumental
duel—in. order that the public might set-

tle once for. a'l the vexed question as to

whose rendering was me better one- It
is perhaps need ess to add that the offer

was not accepted. Nor was another of

a different sort, from a financial magnate
’who wanted Hambourg to play at a big
social function on New Year’s eve. He

tried to tempt him with a fee of yCqoo,
but the great pianist couM not accept with-

out sacrificing a very important engage-

ment at the Queen’s Hall. London. Four

other offers of each for simi’ar ap-

pearances had to be reluctantly decHned for

the same reason.

Arrangements are at present being
mhde for a tour of New Zealand about

the end of the year of Mr L. De Groen’s

full Vice-Regal Band of fifty-five perfor-
mers, accompanied by a first-class con-

cert company.

Harry Lauder, at the close of his five

weeks’ New York engagement at /1550
a week, signed an agreement to return

in 1908 for a similar season at

a week—nearly double the sa’ary previous-
ly paid to any variety artist.

Eleven hundred peop’e were on the sa
1
-

ary list of Drury Lane theatre during the

pantomime season.

Mr John F. Sheridan has secured the

Australasian rights of “ The Chorus Girl. ”

an American musical comedy deafing with
the fortunes of a facetious low comedian,
who impersonates an English earl, and

“The Gir’ from Venus,” wh-’ch is on

similar lines to ‘‘ A Message from Mars.”

Both pieces are likely t 0 be staged in the

Dominion shortly.

- Miss Julia' Marlowe, • while travelling in

Eng and, was taken to task by a doctor

for her death scene in “Romeo and Ju-
iet.” It was in a small town, and the

doctor, who met her at a reception, be-

gan to .e” her of the pleasure her per-

formance had given him. “ I admire

your Juliet profoundly,” said he, ‘‘but

—pardon me, Miss Marlowe—don’t you

know that the. body does not stiffen for

at east six hours after death?” “ Now

doc.or,” replied Miss Marlowe, in the

drawl she reserves for such speeches, “do

you think that I’m going to keep my

audience waiting for me to stiffen?”

Now that numbers of people _ook to

the stage to teach .hem the etiquette of

dress and customs, a stage manager’s
life is even more anxious than of yore.

The study of the clothes of men-servants

as they should and should not be, was at-

tended to by Mr Flemming last time he

was in England, when he was horrified

to discover that his stage butlers erred

by wearing low-cut waistcoats instead of

the correct high-cut affairs worn by these

dignitaries. Af.er a c-?ep study of the

subject, Mr Flemming prides himself that

his men-servants are dressed as they would

be in the houses of the “

upper ten.” His

butlers now can never be mistaken for
waiters or footmen.

Herr Slapoffski, with the assistance of

his talented wife, will establish an operatic
school in Sydney. They consider there

is p enty of premising ma.erial in Aus-

tralia to furnish a permanent opera with-

out the necessity of going abroad for

principals.

At Her Majesty’s Theatre, Sydney, ‘‘The

Dairymaids ” is in full swing, the first

week of the Royal Comic Opera Com-

pany’s rendering of the merry piece hav-

ing been marked by consistently crowded
houses. ‘‘The Lady Dandies” which is

to be the next production, is meanwhile

in active rehearsa 1.

Alfred Sutro’s powerful study of modern

temperaments, “John C’ayde’s Honour”

w’ll be done fot the first time in Me1
-

bourne at the Princess Theatre, on March

7th.

An excellent indication of the way in

which “ The Merry Widow ” has captured
Great Britain is afforded by the fact that

that when the George Edwarde’s Company

began a season in G’asgow ’ast Decem-

ber, the whole of the theatre was sold for

the entire month to which its stay was

limited before the curtain rose on the first

performance there.

Rea’ising the special interest which the

children take in the annual Xmas Panto-

mime, the J. C. Wi’.iamson management
have- this yea.- accentuated the interest

of the .it.l? ones in the
“ Humpty-Dump-

ty ” production by publ shing a book of

the pan.cmime told in simple “

fairy
story

”

rty.e by Miss Annie Rentou and

daintily iLustrated by Miss Ida S. Ren-

toul.
’

The s.ory deals with “ Humpty-
Dumptv’s ”

s.x wishes, and the way in

which he dispos s of those wi lies is told

with al. the fascination and simplicity
which character ses he o d time fairy
tales The illustrations —some in b ack

and white and some in four colours —add

considerably to the attractiveness of the

publication as can be we” understood by
those who are acquainted with the de-

ightfu.ly artistic work for which. Miss

Ida Rentou] has for some time past been

responsib’e. Indeed the 1 ttle book re-

flects the greatest credit on a’.! concerned

in its oroduction.

The Julius Knight Company’s revival

repertoire is to be strengthened by the
inc’.usion of “ The Prisoner of Zenda ”

and Anthony Hope’s popu ar romance

should receive full justice wi.h Mr Knight
in the role of Rudo’ph Ra=sendyll and

Miss Ola Humphrey as the Princess Fla-

via.

A few days ago a very p easant after-

noon was spent by the representatives of
South Australia and Tasmania in the Aus-

tralian States Bal’et in “Humpty-
Dumpty.” The ladies were invited by
the respective correspondents of the Ade-
laide “ Critic ” and the Tasmanian “ Cour-
ier ” (Mr T. A. Rogers and Miss Gasch)
to afternoon tea. , Senator Dobson en-

livened the proceedings with a humorous

speech on the manifold attractions of Tas-

mania, and Mr Rogers spoke up for the

charms of his particular State and alto-

gether a very pleasant hour or so was

spent. Now the ladies who have the
honour to represent New South Wales

Queensland and West Australia are won-

dering whether a simi’ar function is I‘ke-

to take place on their behalf.

The great attraction in the Ju’ius Knight
repertoire—“ Monsieur Beauca're ”

— has

just been revived again in London.

Sydney playgoers attended the first night
of “ Claudian ”

at the Theatre Roya 1 in a

number which showed unmistak-’blv th’' in-

terest the revival of the great spectacu-
lar drama had aroused, and the eagerness
to see Mr Julius Knight in a role to which

everybody anticipated he would do the ful-

lest justices (writes Mr George Tallis).
Their expectations were amply realised,
for Mr Knight’s study of the Byzantine
nobleman, suffering under a curse which

imposed eternal youthfulness upon Jiim,
was a really fine sustained effort which

deservedly won the entire approval of a

crowded house. Miss Ola Humphrey
too was excellent as Aimida, a part that
requires a charming presence and a sym-

pathetic touch—both of which attributes
she possesses in full measure and the rest
of the company were all placed to the

best advantage. The scenery with its al-
ternation between the gorgeousness of the
Imperial East and the quiet charm of the

country side and its most realistic earth-

quake scene, was a special feature of the

production.

At length it is possible to make a de-

finite announcement regarding
“

Peter
Pan.” that dainty and most whimsical of

fairy stories by J. M. Barrie, to the Aus-

tralian premiere of which playgoers on

this side of. the world have been ’ooking
forward. That premiere will take, place
at the Princess Theatre, Melbourne, on

April 1 Sth . (Easter Saturday) and an ad-

ditional attraction will mark the occasion
in . that it wi’l signalise the return of Miss
Tit'ell Brune to the scene of so many
former triumphs. Tn anticipation of “the
doub’e event

” J. C. Williamson booked

the theatre twelve months ago and when
Miss Brune left on her holiday trip last

year, she was asked to ’ose no chance

of seeing the two most. famous exponents
of the character—Maud Adams

t
in the-

United States, and Pauline Chase, in Lon-
don. Moreover, she had to present her-

self to Mr Barrie in London, for he makes
it a rtde that the actress chosen for “Peter

Pan ” should be subject to his approval
That weighty interview is over and Miss

Brune has had numerous, conversations
with Mr Barrie who has given her every
helo in connection with the reading of Yhfe
part. Miss Brune leaves for Australia

in a week or two.

SSEMBT.Y HALL. ROT'MIT’A

Beating' Accommodation for 600 people.
Fitted with Electric Light.

Charges Moderate.

Fg.- terms and full particulars, apply to

STEELE BROS., Rotorua.

OV “ Sporting and Dramniir* ■RnvioTv”

Office.

Q L O B E TT O T E L,

Corner of

WAKEFIELD AND MOUNT STREETS.

P rp T IPSCOMBE.

"’rnprietnr.

■pTAWAU FISH COMPANY.

FRESH AND SMOKED FISH
ALWAYS ON HAND.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.

NELSON-STREET, AUCKLAND.

(Next Dormer and Arthur’s, Engineers).
W. BROTHERTON,

Tel. 1288. Manager.
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T7OGERS’ ALBION HOTEL,
jfr WANGANUI.
Cotner of i.idgway-street and Market

Square.
Superior Accommodation to the Tra-

velling Public at a rate within reach of

all Tariff from 5s 6d per day. Cuisine

a speciality. Boarders’ Reading-room.
Hot land Cold Baths. Excellent view.

Loose boxes for racehorses. First-lass
selection of Wines and Spirits. Three

minutes’ walk from wharf and station.

A. H. ROGERS ULI*
Pr°Prietor-

(Late of Wellington
.

Box 210. ’Phone 434.

CIPENCER T7IANOS.

... ——■ — ■

THE MOST POPULAR OF ALL

ENGLISH PIANOS.

OVER 3000 IN USE IN NORTH

ISLAND OF NEW ZEALAND.

AND OVER 30 SUPPLIED TO HIS

MAJESTY’S. WARSHIPS.

CAN BE OBTAINED FROM £4O.

OR ON OUR HIRE SYSTEM OF

PURCHASE, FROM £1 4s A MONTH.

Sole Agents:

& JgERLIN piANO QO„
215-217, QUEEN-STREET.

W. H. WEBBE, Manager.

qHAUPO HOTEL, OHAUPO.

This Hotel is now under the Manage-
ment of W. G. ABBOTT, late of N.Z.

Railway Refreshment Rooms and Bar,
Mercer.

Excellent Accommodation for Tour-

ists and the Traveling Public.
Best Brands of Wines and Spirits

kept in Stock.

SANFORD, Ltd.

FISH AND OYSTER MERCHANTS,

AUCKLAND AND THAMES

Frt. and Smoked Fish, Oysters,
Rabbits, and Poultry daily, at SAN-
FORD’S FISH MARKET, CUSTOM-

STREET (opp. Custom House). Brown
Paper Parcels Retail. Retail Tel. No.
658. G.P.O- Box ♦

WOLFE’S
SCHNAPPS
The family stimulant.

I ‘ ■;
[ • 7 ' i

JJOTEL, TAKAPUNA.

J. W. H. BRIGHT . . Proprietor.

Mr. J. W. H. BRIGHT desires to inti-
mate that he has taken over the above
House. Visitors will find every Home
Comfort and attention. Terms have
been fixed on the most moderate scale.
Fresh and Saltwater Bathing, etc.
Only one hour’s journey from Auckland.

Awarded Gold N-z-
Exhibition

Medal at 1907, for

BASSE’S

POWDER”

For DROFTi AND FEMALE IB,REGU-
LARITIES. WOMEN’S UNFAILING
FRIEND. A Medicinal Compound
expressly adapted for the require-
ments of Females. To try them once

Is to know their value, and those who
have done so would not now be with-
out them.

Prepared only by N. C. BASSI, Medi-
cal Herbalist, at Botanical Dispen-
sary, 225 Manchester-street, Christ-
church. Tel. No. 2017. Wholesale

by Wholesale Druggists, and Retail
by all Chemists. PRICE, 7s 6d PER
BOX. J. Nell, Sole Agent, Stafford-
street, Tlmaru.

When doing business with our Ad-

vertisers. kindly mention this paper-

We make a speciality of

HOTEL LIGHTING.

Write ns for a free Estimate, stating
number of Ilgbts required.

We guarantee a thorough, satisfac-
tory, economical, and reliable Installa-
tion.

N.Z. ACETYLENE GAS CO..

KING’S CHAMBERS. WELLINGTON

ASK FOR

B F 'M °RG A N
’

BILLPOSTER and THEATRICAL
ADVERTISING AGENT.

Advertising Spaces To Let in All Parte
of the Town.

Address:
A. E. MORGAN,

Care G.P.0., Invercargill.

SUTHERLAND’S NEW HALL,
BLUFF.

Has accommodation for over 700.
Lighted throughout with electricity.
Ladies’ and Gent.’s Dressing Rooms;
The stage is 40 by 20; height of prosce-
nium, 14 feet.

Mr. Sutherland is also r>* oprietor of
the Club Hotel, with whom special
rates can be arranged.
CHAS. SUTHERLAND

.... Proprietor.

GREENMEADOWS

VINEYARD, N.Z

This Vineyard has been nearly

fourteen years in cultivation. Only

those Grapes are grown that produce

first-class Wines, and the utmost care

has been taken in their preparation.

The following sound and well-matured
Wines may now be procured: —

BURGUNDY CHABLIS
CLARET HOCK

THESE WINES ARE DELIVERED

FREE OF CHARGE ON BOARD

TRAIN OR STEAMER.

ADDRESS—-

THE MANAGER,
&RHENMEADOWS VINEYARD,

GREENMEADOWS, HAWKE’S BAT.

■gOTTLES. BOTTLES. BOTTLES.

R. TAKLE AND SONS,
WASTE, PRODUCT MERCHANTS,

Are Buyers Any Quantity.
Correspondence Invited. Address;

Drake street, Auckland. Branch Office:
Market Entrance. Auckland.

’Phone 527.
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