18

NEW. ZEALAND SPORTING AND DRAMATIC REVIEW.

December 19, 1907.

 THE CENSORSHIP op—m.—us.

Enghsh hterary men ‘are gomg 'strong- .

- ly for the abolition” of the office of Cen-
sor, This letter was addressed to the
press concerning the matter. = Just read
the ‘signatures :— .

+ "'The Prime Minister . ha.s consented to
receive- -during next month * a deputation

. from the following dramatic authors on
‘the sub]ect af the censorsh].p of -plays. -
the, meantime. they desire: to entéer a for-
mal protest against. thig office, which was

institiited for. politieal; and not for the-
p—cal’ed moral ends to- whlch it is per--

"'qppoud 16 the  spifit of the Constitution,

- contrary to common-justice; and -té6 com-—

- ‘'mon  gense. - - They protest against. the
power Io_dged‘-in.-thé ‘hands of -a single
official—who judges without
hearing, and against whose dictum there
is no appeal-—to cast a slur on the good
name and destroy the means of livelihood

" of any member of an honourable calling.
They assert that the censorship has not
been exercised in the interests of moral-
ity, but has tended to lower the dramatic
tone by appearing to relieve the public
of the. duty of moral judgment. They
ask to be freed from the menace hanging
over every dramatist, of having his work
and the proceeds of his worl destroyed at
a pen’ 's stroke by the arbitrary action of

a smg:e official neither responsible to Par-

liament nor amendable to law. They ask
that their art be placed on the same foot-
ing as every other art.  They ask that
they themselves be placed in the position
enjoyed under the law by every other

WOMEN AS
FOR MEN.

Those who sometimes re-
quire a stimnlant should
take it in the moderste
doses prescribed........ ..

a public.

eitizen.
the hcensmg of plays shall be abolished.
THe' public is already: sufficiéntly assured
against managerial misconduct by’ the
present yearly lxcensmg of theatres,
which remains untouched by the measurs
of justice here demanded.—George
Bancroft, H. Granville Barker, J. M. Bar-
rie, Florence Bell, Laurenge Binyon, Gil-
bert Cannon, Com Carr, R. C. Car-
- ton, Egerton Castle, Haddon Chambers,

Joseph Conrad, 'W. L. Courtney, ]ohn'

Davidson, Hubert H. Davies, H. V. Es-
mond, Frederick Fenn, John alsworthy,
Edward Garnett, W. 5. Gilbert, Cosmo,
Gordon-Lennox, St. John Hankin,
bert Harcourt, Thomas Hardy, Anthony
Hope, Laurence Housman, Maurice Hew-
lett, Henry Hamilton, Bas:l Hood, Fred-
efick Harrison, E, W. Hornung, Roy
Horniman, W. H. Hudson, Ford Maddox
Hueffer, Laurence Irvmg Henry ]ames,
Henry Arthur Jones, W. W. Jacobs,

J. Lacke, John Maseﬁeld Robert Mar—-
shall, A. E W. Mason W, §. Maugham,
Maarten Maartens, Desmond MacCarthy,
Justin  Huntly McCarthy, T. Sturge
Moore, Arthur Morrison, George Mere-
dith, Gilbert Murray, John Pollock, A.
W. Pmero, H. M." Haull, (Mrs) ‘De la
Pasture, Gi'bert Parker, D, March Phil-
lipps, Cecil Raleigh, Elizabeth Robins,
Morley Roberts, Errest Rhys, G. Ber-
nard Shaw,. A. Sutro, A. C. Swinburne,
Arthur Symons, J. M. Synge, Edward
Thomas, H. A. Vachell, H. G. Wells,
Margaret Woods, Anthony Wharton, W.
B. Yeats, I Zangwill. -

HARRY RICEARD’'S NEW TURNS.

Mr,. Harry Rickards has been holding
forth to a "Melboume Sporting News
scribe as follows:—

““Now, what am I going to tell you—
that I paid the steamship companies
about £8000 in fares this year for pas-
sages of artists, and that it will be con-
siderably more in 1go8?—Why? Well,
because ‘the contracts are all for shorter
periods.
wants- frequent changes; consequently,
where I used to engage people for 12 or 26
weeks, it 15 now 1z or 14—-—16 at the very
most.

“But it's 2 dlﬁ'-':cult task to get artists
for any period; they’re booked up for
years ahead, and only for the kindness of
Sir Edward Moss and Mr, Oswald Stoll,
of Moss-Stoil - fame, the former an old
friend of mine for 35 years, of Frank
Allen, their head rmanager, and Frank
Glenister, of the London Pavilion, the

_ difficulties would have been still greater.

These gentlemen were exceedingly kind
iln abridging contracts and suspending
engagements in order to allow artists to
come to Australia.

:To these ends they claim - that-

Ro<

-1 find the Australian public

““One of the best - engagements- I’va
made - -id’ - with~ Edwin “Boyde, - This® is 7a
performer who commands a. salary of
A1oo a-week, and when I tell y6u he ran
for six months, without, a break, at tl'!e
Pavlllon you can . understand. he is
worth gettmg He is & singing —com-
edian—and ‘a 'son of that clever old. ar-
tist, J. W. Rowley. ..

“Other artists I have booked, and who
will be arriving and showing for a long
time ahead, are the Eugenes, gymnasts;
Martin Hendeson a blind musician, the
best concertina player I ever heard; the
three Cunirds, song and dance arnsts-
the brothers Artois, bar performers; Al-
ma Gray, whom you will no doubt re-
member well; and the sisters Klos, two
beautiful young lad:es who do a turn in
calisthenics.

“Matters at home arg much the same,
although the influx of American and Con-
tinental artists into England is much
smaller. Then, again, managers have
made the turns shorter ; now only the big
stars do more than two songs. I saw
Little Tich—he’s still the daddy of them
all: Is the top liner wherever he .ap-
pears. 1 also saw Marie Lloyd before she
went to America; she is a thousand per
cent. better than when I last heard -her,
She and Alec Hurley will come to me
next year for a short seasonu.

M-, T. J. Wes: has leased the Olympia
bmldmg, over Prince’s Bridge, Mel-
bourne, from Wirth Bros., and runs moy-
ing pictureg there on December zi.

. LI L]

A case of interest to managers, princi-
pals and chorus alike was recently de-
cided in.London by the Court of Appeal,
when it set aside the verdict for .£300
given by a King's Benech jury for Miss
Ethel Newman, against Messrs, Gatti,
the proprietors of the Vaudeville Theatre,
and entered judgment for the defen-
dants, Miss Newman had been Miss Ed-
na May’s understudy in the title. role of
‘“The Belle of Mayfair,” and when Miss
May threw uwup the part Miss Newman
tock her place for a fortnight. At the
end of that time she informed that Miss
Phyllis Dare was to take.ihe principal
part. Plaintiff refused to go on as under-
study, contending that she bad a right to
play the principal part during the run
of the piece, and brought her action with
the . result stated above. = Lord Justice
Vaughan' Williams, in giving judgment,
said he dechned to give to the word
“‘understudy’’ anything but the accepted
meaning attached to it—namely, to play
the part in the absence of the principal
when called upon to do” so by the man-
agement. Plaintif was not entitled to
any damages.

We
. Lory’ ’

- The- plot-of - Mr. "August S1edes new -
opera,- “*Safia;"*-" iz based-on an’ ancient
Venetian law, which aimed ‘at preserving
the purity of the Libra d'oro- by ' fors
bidding intermarriage with any "but the
nobility .and’ the “wealthy “merchant class -
(says ‘'M¢lbourne” Punich’). A inarriage,
which’ does' not ' conform’™- with the" law,
takes place, and is conséquently ~secret.

. Like all thingse seeret, trouble takes placé

—]ealousy, the theme of the work. The
opers offers scope for fine scenic mount-
ing., * Thére are threeacts, with a’ pre-
lude. = The work is of .a lync-'dramanc
nature, the orchestrz having a’good deal
to do.in elucidating the working out ‘the
dramatic material. The story. is na-
tural, - but mtensely absorbing, and com-
pels a.ttentmn The themes..upon .which
the orchestral structure is built are fitting
in a h:gh degree. .
L ] L] .

What is described as the first real suc=
cess of the London season was recently
preduced at the Apollo Theatre, and is by
Roy Horniman. ‘‘The Education of Eli-
zabeth”. is the title of it,. and the story
tells ¢f a. ' chorus girl, beloved by a
wealthy youth,. who sends her to a big
school fer a .year..From being a
bright, .happy girl, the year turns: the
lady into a drab prude, to.the young
man’s disgust and sorrow,  They quar-
rel, but eventually the . girl- gets sense
again, and all ends -happily. - Miss
Florence Lloyd has made a great success
in' the title - role,

[ T - .. .. .

““Miss Hook of Holland,” whlch wﬂ!
be Meynell and Gunn's Easter attraction
at Melbourne Royal, has passed its jooth

perforamnce at the - Prince of ~Walés
Theatre, 'London, where it . shows no
signs of waning popularity. "It .is_pro-

nounced to be quite the  best mus1cal
p:ece since the popular "Gelsha
» - -

Margaret Anglm, who has arrariged
with J. C. Williamson to visit Australia
early next year, with a_ complete. com-
pany, will begin. rehearsing her repertoire
for the Australian season in.New ' York
in March, leavlng about a month Iater

We make & spectality of
HOTEL LIGI‘ITlNG.

Write ns for a Ifroe Elﬁmute. ltlﬂn‘
number of lights regquired.

gunaraniee a thoro'ug‘h, lltlltu-
sconomical, and reliable Installa-
on, ’

" N.Z. ACETYLENE GAS CO.,

" KING'S CHAMBERS, WELLINGTON,

la‘tlng Aecommodation for 606 people.

For terma and full particulars, apply to

SSEMBLY HALL, ROTORUA.

Fitted . with Electric Light.
. Charges Hodamte

BTEELE BROS., HRotorua.
o"‘BportIng aend Drema#ic - Review”

WAKEFIELD AND MOUNT STREETS.

HOTEL

G LOBBE
Corner of

B, T. T IPSCOMBE,
Proprietor.
KAWAU FISH COMPANY.
FRESH_ _AND OKED FISH

- 8M
ALWAYS8 ON HAND.
WHOLESALHE AND RETAIL.

NELSON-STREET, AUCKLAND,
(Next Dormer and Arthur’s, Engineers).
W. BROTHERTON,

" & apeclall
Hot and

. Loosa hoxes for racehorseas,

solection of Wines and Spirite.

: minutes’ walk from wharf and station.

CA. E. Rogers

,Boxll..._

Tel 1133 Mannger.

ALBION
WANGANUIL
Corner of x.idggay-street and Market

quare,
) Superior Accommodation to the Tra-
:lell.ung Public at a rate within reach of

RbGERs' HOTEL, .

Cuisi{ne

Boarders" Reading-room,
old Baths, Excellent view.
First-class
Three

Tarlff from bs 6d per _day,

.. Proprietor.
{Lats ot Wellington).
one 434.

- ment of W.

QPENCER ™S IANOB

THE MOST POPULAR OF ALL
ENGLISH PIANOS.

OVER 3000 IN USE IN NORTH
ISLAND OF NEW ZEALAND,
" AND OVER 30 SUPPLIED TO HIS
MAJESTY'S WARSHIPS,

CAN BE OBTAINED FROM £40,
OR ON OUR HIRE BSYSTEM OF
PURCHASE, FROM £1 48 A MONTH.

Sole Agentll.
LONDON & BERLIN PIANO OO

_215 =217, QUEEN-STREET,
W. H. WEBBE, Manager,

OHA'UPO HOTEL, OHAUPO.

This Hotel 1s now under the Mnnuge—
G. ABBOTT, late of N.Z.
Rallway Refreshment Rooms and .Bar,
Mercer, ~-

Excellent Accommodation for Tour- -
ists and the Travelllng Publle,

Best Brands of Wines and Bpirits
kept in Stock,

[A. BaxroEp, Mana-

SANFORD, Ltd. 4 Sayomu, 1
FISH AND OYSTER MERCHANTS,
AUCELAND AND THAMES.

Regis. ’
egle » S Trade Mark.

Smoked F4sh, Oyaters

Robbits, ana Pogh

o B, &an oultry dally, at SHAN-
FORD'S FISH MARKET, CUSTOM-
STREET (opp. Custom Hou=e). Brown

Paper Parcels Retail

Retall Tel. No.
658, G.P.O. Box 443 ° °

TAER  JJOTBL, TAKAPUNA.
J. W. H. BRIGET .. m-'oprietdr.'

Mr. J W. H. BERIGHT desires to inti. :

mate that he has taken over the above
House, Visltors will find every Homse
Comfort and attention. Terms have
been fixed on the moat moderate mcale,
Fresh and Saltwater Bathing,  ete.

Only one hour’s Journey from Auckland.

Awarded Gold N.Z. Exhibition
Mednl at 1907, for
—BASSI’'S—

# CORRECTIVE POWDER”

For DROPEY AND PEMALE ITRREGU.
LARITIES. WOMEN'S UNFAILING
FRIEND, A Medicinal Componnd
expressly adapted for the require-
ments of Females, To try them oncs
is to know thelir value, and those who
have done Ho would not now be with-
out them.

Preparted only b N. C. BASBY, Medl«
cal Herbalist, n.t Botaunical Dispen-
sary, 225 DManchestexr-street, Christ-
church. Tel. Mo. 2017. ‘Wholesale
by Wholeeale Drnggists, and Retall
by all Chemiets, PRICE, 78 6 PER
BOX.
stroet,

When doing husiness with our Ad-

v_om-m, kivdly mention this papsr

J. NWell, Hole Agent, Btafford-
1, 1 t, oxrd .

- - ABE FOR -
E.F MOoRaaN
BILLPOSTER and THNATRICAL
ADVARTISING AGENT,

Advertisinz Spaces To Let In All'm-
of the Town. .. .
Address'

A, MORGAN,
Care G. PO.. Invercarglll.

UTHERLAND'S NEW' HALL,

. BLUFF.
- Has accommodation for over 700.
Lighted throughout _with = electricity.
Ladies’ " and -Gent.’s. Dressing Roomn,

The stage is 40 by 20; height ot Prosce-

. nium, 14 feet.
Mr, -Sutheriand s also - puoprietor nof
the  Club Hotel, © with whom Bpe~ 1a:

~ rates can be n.rmnged. :

CHAS. SUTHERLAND .... Proprietor.

. _(II_{_.EENMEADOWS
VINEYARD N.Z

Thia Vineya,rd has been nearly
fourteen years in cultivation. Ounly
those Grapes are grown that produce
first-class Wines, and the utmost care
has been taken In their preparation. -

The {ollowing sound and weli-maturee
Wines may now be procured:—

BURGUNDY CHABLIS
CLARET HOCK

FREE OF CHARGE ON BOARD.
TRAIN OR STEAMER.

. ADDRESS—

THE MAWAGER,
GREENMEADOWS vmn'zun.
GREENMIADOWE, HAWKE'S nr.

THESF  WINES ARE DELIVERED .

SEND YOUR ORDERS TO -
H DU’KE AND CO.,
TEEATRICAL E%SC.TER WRITERB,

Calico .5igns Our- Speclalty,

Note Our Addrens-
HOBSON—STREET. AUCKLAND.




