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| THE FOOTBALL WORLD.
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Auckland went dangerously mnear
losing the Ranfurly Shieid on Satur-

day—nearer, in faet, than ever before. -

‘Wanganui came with 'a good repufa-
tlon, but it was generally thought, in
view of the strong forward combina-
tion put into the field by Auckland,
that the visitors would have little or
no hope of a victory. Interest, how-
ever, was nevertheless, very keen, and
the biggest football crowd of the sea-
gon assembled to witness the batile
for possession of the Shieid.
* * » -

It is not often that Rugger enthu-
slasts have the opportunity of seeing
such a galaxy of players as assembled
to participate in the Auckland-Wanga-

nui match. H. Abbott, of “ All Black” -

fame, Hughle Absolum, an old Auck-
land Suburbs player, and Peter Ward,
who used ‘to don the guernsey for
Grafton, renewed their acquaintance
with Northern football, and were sup-
ported by others whose reputations
had preceded them.

L] * x ]

The Auckland team was about the

strongest that could hove been put
into the field.
made his appearance; Opai Asher, for
many years the ido! of the crowd, was
resurrected, and amongst others were
such players as C. Seeling, A. Fran-
cis, G. Gillett, H. Kiernan, W. Cun-
ningham, and G. Nicholson,
Franecis was the only man who went
South with the recent Auckland tour-
ing team. C
. tow »* ) *

The . weather was gloriously fine,
and the ground was in excellent or-
der, though perhaps a trifle heavy.
Auckland won the toss, and kicked
off with the sun and wind - behind
them. The home team began badly,
the offside tactics of a couple of the
forwards giving Wanganul innumer-
able advantages. Within the first
five minutes of siarting, Auckland had
been penalised no Iess than six times.
From the sound of the whistle both
teams settled down to make the game
a hard and strenuous one. A series of
great forward rushes carried play into
Wanganui's territory, where Nichol-
son, who had been figuring promi-
nently in the loose work, missed an
almost certain chance by failing to
pass to Asher on the wing, after he
had brokesn through the ruck. Instead
he flung the ball back into the centre
of the field, and lost what would other-
wise have been practically a sure try.

* * * L3

In the first half there were occa-
sional flashes of brilliant play, and
the Wanganpui backs worked several
passing rushes which were simply a
treat to witness.
forwards have got the -ball out to the
threequarierline more often, certain it
is that there would have been a differ-
ent complexion ‘on the result. When-

ever they got under way, the Wanga- -

nui backs simply swooped down the
field, passing with that rare preelsive
Jjudgment whichk counts for so much in
the trae pass:ng game. The most
creditable piece of work to be
corded in the whole game was when
Dowe, following up Nicholson’s fatal

pass, wriggled his way free, and com-

menced a passing rush down the field
in which Ward, Muell and Absolum
participated. Fortunately Miller, the
JAuckland fullback, is 2s safe as a
house, and Absolum’'s career was
‘brought to an abrupt end by the
deadly little North Shore tackler.
* * > -

After 20 minutes’ very even play,
‘the home team secured an advantage
in Wanganui's 25. From some close

play Kiernan managed to get the ball

out to Gillett, and he In turn passed
to Asher. The hero of many a past
fight got the chance he had impa-
tiently bheen waiting for, and streaking
along the line, easily outpaced South-
«<ombe, the Wanganul fullback, and
scored. Magee’s eifort £0 convert was
without avail. The visitors again
tried to open the game up, and flung
the ball about beautifully, but Auck-
land forwards managed to concen-
trate play in Wanganul territory, and
-George Tyler, playing the game of his
life, broke through and passed to Hall,
who scored. Francis endeavoured to
convert, but the ball fell short of the
. cross-bar. The first spell ended with
.the score: Auckland, 6; Wanganui, 0.

George Tyler again

Of these,

Could the visiting -

re.’

(BY “SCRUTATOR.”)

On resuming, Auckland played
against the wind, with a strong sun in
their eyes. Magee unfortunaiely re-

ceived one or two severe knocks in

the first half, and was unable to come
on again in the second spell, Bater
taking his place at five-eighth.
luck - of hoth teams seemed to be
right out in the matter of scoring.
Hitchings and Absclum went within
an ace of getting over the line, but
Miller saved by a pure chance, but it
was not long before a forward rush
by the Wanganui men resulted In a
try being obtained by Carrol, which
was converted by Hitchings. Shortly
after Nicholson and Tyler worked
a forward rush into Wanganul's
25, and Herring securing pos-
session, made @ dive for the line. He
managed to get over but unfortunately
dropped the ball. Line scrums fol-
lowed, and for ten minutes Auckland
had the visitors in hot water, while
the excitement of the crowd worked
to fever height, Several chances
were lost, and Kiernan was at fault in
trying too often to dart around the
serum and wriggle through—a ruse
that only stands working once.
* * X B
Absolum relleved the tension at

last by boosting the leather well up .
following up

the field, and then
smartly.. The Wanganuites then as-
sumed the aggressive, and attacked

persistently, A Dbig effort to score
- was crowned with success, Carroll
notching a really clever try. Hitch- ..

ings converted from a difficult angle,
amidst intense excitement. With oniy
a point dividing the scores, hoth teams
settled down to a game that was both
fast and strenuous. Urged on by the
plaudits of the crowd, the home team

- endeavoured to increase their major-

ity; while Wanganui, seeing the co-
veted Shield within their reach, tried

just as hard to snatch a victory. The

play which followed was hard, and
full of interesting incident, ‘but
though there were several close
shaves, no further points were scored.
Auckland had an extremely narrow es-
eape, being penalised right in front of
their own goal, but Hitchings failed to
land the ball over the bar, and there
was a merciful deliverance, the game
ending: Auckland, 6; Wanganui, 5.

Of the home team, the forward com-
binaticn was perfect. George Tyler
was induced to forego his resolution
not to play again, and the old warrior
was easily amongst the best of them,
the way he tbroke through the oppo-
gition time =after time being a treat
to witness. Seeling wasg hardly up
to his usual fsrm, but for * Broncho”
to play anything but solid {football
would be impossible. Nlcholson was
regponsible for a deal of dashing and
brilliant work, and in the loose rushes
he shone out brilliantly, being ably
supported in this respect by Herring
and Francis, Cunningham as lock
was simply Cunningham, and Grafton
McGuire's weight added to that of the
leviathan made the pack as formidable
as a brick wall., Hall nuliifies much
of his best work by penalising his
team for offside play. Hayward com-
pleted a rattling forward division.

There is something wrong with the
Auckland backs this season, Perhaps
we have devoted too much atiention
to the forward phase of the game,
-with the result that back play has de-
teriorated. In the position of halif,
Kiernan is right in his element. Bob
Magee, as five-eighth, was playing up
to form, but had to go off at the con-
clusion of the first spell, and Bater,
who took his place, though solid
enough, did not give the display he is
capable of. The threequarter-line was
only ordinary. In the first half they
had a chance or two, but in the second
spell were right out of it, and with the
sun in their eyes messed up any op-
portunities which came their way.
Miller as fullback, was fhe redeeming
feature, and his tackling, handling of
the ball, and kicking were all meri-

torious.
* » x *
Wanganui must assuredly return
well pleased with themselves. Their

defeat was a very narrow one. Skip-

pered by Hughie Absolum, they are a -

s0lid and formidable combination. The
forwards were all toilers, and Ander-
son, Carroll, Jones, Dustin and Sueter

The -

clever,

shone. out in some brilliant play.
Dowe, as half-back, was quick and

- heady, while the five-eighth and three-

quarterdine was perfect. Hitchings
is an exceptionally fine player, and
quite took the fancy of the crowd,
while Ward has lost none of his o0ld-
time dash and -versatility. Abbott,
Meul! and Absolum worked with that
clock-work preecision -which
counts for so much. The few occa-
sions when they were able to get
under way were the oniy really pretty

pieces of work in the match, and their
-passing showed rare judgment. South-

combe was the weakest link in the
mechanism of the backs, and his un-
certainty in handling the-ball was in
marked contrast to the coolness of
the Auckland fullback. Wanganul re-
turned defeated, but certainly not dis-
graced.

NEWS AND NOTES.

It is rather a pity that Mr. D. Gal-
laher, sole selector of the Auckland
reps., has not seen fit to give Harri-
gon, the Northern Wairoa three-
guarter, a place in the back division of
the team to meet Taranaki on Satur-
day.

» e s *
Asher received an ovation on again
making his appearance before an

. Auckland football crowd last Satur-

day. His try was a reminder of the
old days. “ Opai” is a player who
chafes for work, and in Saturday's
game was very often nearer the scrum
than he should have been, hoping the
ball ‘would come his way.-

" * * ®

This season eleven out of the Pon-
sonby fifteen get tiheir rep. caps.
These are: Cnnningham, Nicholson,
Franecis, Hall, McDonald, Gilleit, Dun-
ning, Wilson, Murray, Dillamore and
Bater. ., :
* * . E »

Though selected to play against
Taranaki next Saturday, Cunningham
assures me he has played his last
game, and that he has definitely de-
cided to give Rugby best. * Cumny”
has been playing for 12 years now,
and during the * All Black” English
tour played in 28 out of the 36 match-
es which eventuated.

- * * *

“ Segble” McKenzie, one of the
cleverest threequarters Auckland has
known, left for Wellington on Mon-
day, whither he has been transferred.
Prior to his departure he was pre-
sented with a gold albert by Grafton
club-mates, a travelling bag by ad-
mirers, and a set of pipes by fellow-
employees in the railway service.

* * * *

H. Kiernan was the recipient of a
presentation from members of the
Grafton Club last Saturday, as a token
of the general esteam in which he is
held. Kiernan stated that he hoped
next -season to again participate In
Auckland football.

= E R -

Taranaki is sending a very strong
team to meet Auckland next Satur-
day, as follows: — Fullback, Hard-
grave: threequarters, C. Sheechan, D,
Cameron, F. Kivell; five-eighths, Hun-
ter and Mynott; halfback, Colman;
wing-forward, T. Sheehan; forwards,
Whittington, B. Kivell, Elmslie, Crow-
ley, O’Sullivan, Storey, Goodwin.

» * * *

The following team -will represent
Auckland in the match against Tara-
naki~—=Fullback, Miller; threequar-
ters, Hogan, Murray, Asher; five-
eighths, Magee and Bater; halfback,
Kiernan; wing-forward, Gillett; for-
wards, Tyler, Herring, Franeis, J.
Maguire (Grafton), Nicholson, Seeling
and Hall.

F o 0

SATURDAY NEXT, SEPTEMBER 21,

T

B A L L.

AT ALEXANDRA PARK, EPSOM.

TARANAKI V. AUCKLAND.

KICK-OFF AT 3 P.M. SHARP.

ADMISSION to Ground, 18; Grand-

- stand, 1s.

C. V. LANGSFORD,
Bec. AR.TU..

WELLINGTON CHATTER.

My
writes:—

The result of the Auckland-Wanga-
nui mateh for the Ranfurly Shield last
Saturday was received wifth mixed
feelings in Wellington. There are
many old Aucklanders here who are
terribly down-hearted because of the
showing of the recent touring team in
the South, and they rejoiced exceed-
ingly that the Shield was still to re-
main in Auckland although the match
was only won by the narrow margin
of one point. QOthers had come to
the conclusion that the Ranfurly
Shield was going to take unto itself
wings on this occasion, and if such a
happening had occurred they would
have rejoiced exceedingly,

* * *

Wellington -corres;mndent

*

I cannot remember when Welling-
ton defeated Canterbury last at the
Lancaster Park, so that I was not sur-
prised when the wire came through

last Saturday night announcing a win.

for the Southern union by 9 points to
6. And as in all the other games we
have no excuses to make, for the pre-
gent full strength of Wellington took
the field against Canterbury,. although
Wallace, Roberts and Mitchinson only
arrived in the Cathedral City on the
morning of the match. .

* * : * *

The only occasion on whieh the Wel-
lington representative team won the
three matehes of its Southern tour—
v. Canterbury, Southland, and Otago
—was in. 1897. Jack Pagni, now

. 'mine host of the British Hotel in your
city, puts that result down as one of .

his greatest achievements, for he was
the manager of the party. They left
Wellington with no flaring of trum-
pets, for a defeat ln every match was
expected, but. they returned home
amid the plaudits of their fellow citi-

zens and were entertained at dinner

by the Rugby Union. Besides win-
ning all their matches the 1897 team
made a name for itself that will never
die in the South,—to wit, the Welling-
ton “ butchers.”

* * *x *

Amongst the Athletie players in the

inter-eluh mateh last Saturday were .

the brothers Hales—Tom and Bill.
The former is the representative full-
back who has been retiring for the
last five years, and who is best re-
membered in Auckland for the fine

game he put up againsi your repre- -

gentatives in 1900, Both learnt their
football in the long-ago in Auckland
Bill will probably be remembered by
old players when I say that he was a
member of the Remuera team that
used to play against the Oxford, Brit-
tania, Imperial, Native Rose under a
Rugby Union outside the Auckland
Ruzby TUnion about 1885. And he
gtill plays occasionally when his club
team is short. :
* *

At the Wanganui Hospitdi on Sat-
urday week James Shore, one of the
finest forwards of his day, joined the
great majority. He learni his fooi-
ball in Wanganui, and in the course of
time came to Petone, where he distin-
guished himself by his dashing play
and won his way inio the Wellington
representative team,

* *

* »*

* [ ]

While living at Petone Shore was ar-
rested on suspicion of having mur-
dered an old couple—Mr. and Mrs.
Jones—who had ‘been foully done to
death. The sensational develop-
ments in eonnection with that affa.r,
viz.,, the establishment of Shore's in-
nocence and the arrest and punish-
ment of the actual murderer, are mat-
ters of history. Although he had his
faulis, Shore was a hard-working man
possessed of great physical strength,
and news of his untimely death, at the
age of 39 years, was heard with much
regret by his friends in Wellington
and Petone.

* * * *

Clem Green, the halfback of the

Wellington representative team on its

Southern tour, wore long pants for the .

first timme the night the team left. He
is only a boy, hence he came in for a
lot of chaif over being * britched.”

For Children’s Hacking Cough at
night Woods' Great FPeppermint Cure
1s 64 and 2s 64d. . :



