
My Christchurch dramatic correspon-

dent writes.—Congratulations to Tom

Pollard. The new lilliputians seem like-

ly to eclipse the glories of the old lilli-

putians! At all events * ‘ Blue Bell in

Fairyland,” produced during ‘‘National

Week” at our dingy old Royal, proved
a gilt-edged success, and the future of

the new Juvenile Opera Co. seems to be

assured. There is very little in the act-

ing, singing and dancing of the mem-

bers of the present company to suggest
that they are untrained raw little ama-

teurs who have never faced the foot-

lights before. So far from this they

impress one with the notion that they are

ail old stagers, and, as a matter of

fact, I believe that the principals have

all, to use a militar’y phrase, ‘‘smelt!

powder.” The plot of “Bluebell” is

very slight and decidedly pathetic. Ever

since the days of “Joe” and Jennie Lee

the street waif has been quite a popular
Character with playgoers, and the little

flower girl who plays such a prominent
part in this production is certainly an

attractive little thing. But the pathos of

the piece is largely relieved by the va-

riety business so skilfully introduced.

Miss Minnie Toffing, in the name-part,
scored an instantaneous success and

brought down the house with her song of

“Only a Penny.’ Miss Lily Thomp-
son’s “Dickey” was another splendid
impersonation, and indeed Miss Thomp-
son may be said to have been the life
and soul of the piece. She was. heard

to great advantage in the duett with

“Bluebell,” “Oh, My Bluebell,” and in

the solo “The Only Girl I Love.” Bert

Nicholson, as a coster boy, was grand,
and his song “’Ackney witlh the ,’ouses

took Amy,’ was quite in the chevalier

style. The Aldous Sisters contributed

materially to the success of the piece,
and Masters Nicholson and Drummond

got a lot of fun out of the parts “Blib”

and “Blob,” their topical duet “Why,
of Course” creating roars of laughter.

Little Cissy O’Keefe was very good as

the fairy “Water Lily,” and sang
“Dreamland” very prettily. The grown-

up performers included our old friend

“Insect ’ Albert (the reigning queen, and

very funny) and Mr. E. Sdhatz (the
reigning king). Features of the show

were the “doll” ballet, the “Pierrot” bal-

let, the “autumn” ballet, the Dutch sa-

bot dance, and the pas seul by Miss D.

Rodgers. The scenery was gorgeous,
the dresses magnificent, the effects ela-

borate and striking, the music delight-
ful, and the entertainment as a whole

thoroughly wholesome, amusing and en-

joyable throughout. Well done, Tom Pol-

lard !

Baritone Ernest Fitts and Irving Say-
es are on the bill at the Sydney Tivoli.

Perry’s Biorama Co. showed a new

and original film in the Opera House,
Wanganui, last week, that was peculiar-
ly appropriate to the occasion. It was

a cinematograph picture of the sculling
race for the world’s championship be-

tween Webb and Towns on the Parra-

matta River on the 3rd inst. The pic-
ture was taken from the umpire’s boat by
Mr. West, of West’s Pictures, and is,

we are told by some of those who saw

the race, a true representation of what

happened. It depicts, first of all, both

men going out to train, in which the

genial “Denny” Barnett is most promin-
ent ; then follows the start, portions of
the race, and the finish. The whole

presents a fine, clear picture, and the

management deserve a deal of praise
for thei expeditious manner in which
they have produced it.

Miss Rosina Buckman has accepted
an engagement with Mr. George Mus-

grove, the Australian impressario.

Allan Hamilton s new dramatic com-

pany specially organised for the pro-
duction of Frank Lindo’s famous do-

mestic drama “Home, Sweet Home,”
will commence their Tasmanian and New

Zealand tour towards the end of Sep-
tember, reaching His Majesty’s Thea-

tre, Auckland, on November 18. An un-

usually strong company, has been en-

gaged, and special scenery painted for
the tour.

The first playhouse in Melbourne, the

Pavilion, was erected in 1842, on the site
of the Bull and Mouth Hotel.

“Les C’.oches de Corneville” was first

produced at the Folies Dramatiques,
Paris, on April 19, 1877.

Comedian Fred Graham is at present
appearing with Rickards’s Company at

Melbourne Tivoli.

A Ballarat exchange has the follow-

ing par : —Mr. and Mrs. R. Steele, of the

well-known. Steele-Payne bellringing and

variety combination, leave to-morrow for

Newcastle, and after a week will com-

mence a tour of New South Wales, Vic-

toria and Tasmania. At the conclusion
of the South-street competitions this

year they will be joined by Miss Frances

Hanrahan, the young lady who has car-

ried off so many prizes in elocutionary
and dramatic contests in Ballarat and
Other cities and towns. Mr. and Mrs.

Steele has done much for local aspirants
to fame in the histrionic art, for they
have up to the present been the means

of giving the much-desired professional
start to more than twenty young people
from this city—which is something to be

proud of. Many of them are now earn-

ing handsome salaries—even though
some of the ladies so Started in liife
eventually gravitated to matrimony.

“Home, Sweet Home” will be a plea-
sant relief from the average blood-and-

thunder melodrama one so often meets

nowadays. This is what a Sydney con-

temporary has to say about the piece :—

Favoured by fortune in regard to the

audience the new company was absolute-

ly lucky in the selection of “Home,
Sweet Home” as their opening piece in
Australia. To say that Mr. Frank Lin-

do has given the world a great play in
this stage story of an English fishing vil-
lage would be ridiculous overpraise, but
it is the due of the author to acknow-

ledge that the “domestic drama,” as it is

styled, has the admirable qualities of

strength and simplicity with the added
attractiveness qf sentimental charm.
There is always a warm welcome for

clean, healthy, and straight-forward
plays of this class. The saving of a

baby girl from a wreck, the bringing up
of the child as his adopted daughter,
Joan, by old David Armitage, one of the

simple fisherfolk, the marriage of the

g’.rl to the fisherman’s son Stephen, the

discovery, after eight years of married

life, that Joan is the daughter, of the

proud Duke of Ancaster, the flight of

Joan from her husband and little child

Dora to the ancestral house of the An-

casters, and the return of Joan to the

humble cottage by the sea, as a true

wife and a loving mother—these are the

materials out of which “Home, Sweet

Home’ has been built.

Mr. Basil Gill is to appear in the

name part in Mr. Beerbohm Tree’s pro-

duction of “Faust” in London.

SSEMBLY HALL, ROTORUA.

Seating Accommodation for 600 people.
Fitted with Electric Light.

Charges Moderate.

For terms and full particulars, apply to

STEELE BROS., Rotorua.
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jzy AND 00.,
THEATRICAL POSTER WRITERS,

ETC.

Calico Signs Our Specialty.
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HOBSON-STREET, AUCKLAND.

FISH COMPANY.

FRESH AND SMOKED FISH
ALWAYS ON HAND.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.

NELSON-STREET, AUCKLAND,
(Next Dormer and Arthur’s, Engineers).

W. BROTHERTON,
TeL 1283. Manager.
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■ROGERS’ ALBION HOTEL,
WANGANUI.

Corner of Ridgway-street and Market
Square.

Superior Accommodation to the Tra-
velling-Public at a rate within reach of
all. Tariff from 5s 6d psr day. Cuisine
a speciality. Boarders’ Reading-room.
Hot and Cold Baths. Excellent view.
Loose boxes for racehorses. First-class
selection of Wines and Spirits. Three
minutes’ walk from wharf and station.
A. H. Rogers Proprietor.

(Late of Wellington).
Box 210. ’Phone 434.

FOR SALE

£)ESIRABLE jjotel

We are instructed to offer for sale

the undermentioned Lease of a First-

class Country House in a very sound

Electorate.

QOMMERCIAL HOUSE, lease 5%
years (good); rent, £4 10s per

week; trade, £75 per week. Good-

will, £1800; Stock and Furniture at

valuation.

APPLY SHARP

TO THE SOLE AGENTS:

LOMAX, LUCENA <& CO.,

32, BUTLAND BUILDINGS,

WANGANUI.

SANFORD, Ltd.
ging- Director.

FISH AND OYSTER MERCHANTS,
AUCKLAND AND THAMES.

Regis.
<- iy < Trade Mark.

Frt- and Smoked Fish, Oysters,
Rabbits, and Poultry dally, at SAN-
FORD’S FISH MARKET, CUSTOM-
STREET (opp. Custom House). Brown
Paper Parcels Retail. Retail Tel. No.
658. G.P.O. Box 448.

SMOKE

Old Judge
TOBACCO & CIGARETTES.

1

JZJOTEL, TAKAPUNA.

J. W. H. BRIGHT . . Proprietor.

Mr. J. W. H. BRIGHT desires to inti-
mate that he has taken over the above
House. Visitors will find every Home
Comfort and attention. Terms have
been fixed on the most moderate scale.
Fresh and Saltwater Bathing-, etc.
Only one hour’s journey from• Auckland.

Awarded Gold N.Z. Exhibition

Medal at 1907, for

BASSI’S

“CORRECTIVE POWDER”
For DROPSY AND FEMALE IRREGU-

LARITIES. WOMEN’S UNFAILING
FRIEND. A Medicinal Compound
expressly adapted for the require-

-1 meats of Females. To try them once
is to know their value, and those who
have done so would not now be with-
out them.

Prepared only by N. C. BASSI, Medi-
cal Herbalist, at. Botanical Dispen-
sary, 225 Manchester-street, Christ-
church. Tel. No. 2017. Wholesale
by Wholesale Druggists, and Retail
by all Chemists. PRICE, 7s 6d FEB
BOX. J. Neil, Sole Agent, Stafford-
street, Timaru.

When doing business with our Ad-

vertisers, kindly mention this paper.

We make a speciality of

HOTEL LIGHTING.

Write us for a free Estimate, stating
number of lights required.

We guarantee a thorough, satisfac-
tory, economical, and reliable Installa-
tion.

N.Z. ACETYLENE GAS CO.,

KING’S CHAMBERS. WELLINGTON

BOARD AND RESIDENCE.

Visitors will find every comfort at

any of the following well-known
houses.

Advertisements undei this heading
are charged at the rate of One Shilling
each insertion of twenty-four words.

Britannia house, upper Vincent-
street, Auckland. Professionals

will find every comfort and conveni-

ence. Good Table.—Mrs. D. Baxter

(late of Christchurch), Proprietress.

JJOBSON-STREET,
Five minutes from Queen-street.

Large Grounds. Every Comfort
TERMS MODERATE.

Telephone 1432.

ASK FOR

E. F. m 0 R Q A n.

BILLPOSTER and THEATRICAL
ADVERTISING AGENT,

Advertising Spaces To Let in Ail Parts
of the Town.

Address:
A. E. MORGAN,

Care G.P.0., Invercargill.

SUTHERLAND’S NEW HALL
BLUFF.

Has accommodation for over 700
Lighted throughout with electricity.
Ladies’ and Gent’s Dressing Rooms.
The stage is 40 by 20; height of prosce-
nium, 14 feet.

Mr. Sutherland is also pxoprietor of
the Club Hotel, with whom specla)
rates can be arranged.
CHAS. SUTHERLAND

.... Proprietor

GREENMEADOWS

VINEYARD. N.Z

This Vineyard has been nearly
fourteen years in cultivation. Only
those Grapes are grown that produce
first-class Wines, and the utmost care

has been taken in their preparation.

The following sound and well-matured
Wines may now be procured:—

BURGUNDY CHABLIS
CLARET HOCK

THESE WINES ARE DELIVERED

FREE OF CHARGE ON BOARD

TRAIN OR STEAMER.

ADDRESS—-

THE MANAGER,
greenmeadows vweyabd,

GBEENMEAE3WS, HAWKE'S BAY.

TATTERS ALL’S; HOBART.
All letters with instructions will be

promptly delivered, and replies, will be

posted direct to clients from Hobart.
For further particulars apply to
ARTHUR CLEAVE AND CO., Vulcan
Lane.
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