
There is a very good example of that

state of affairs usually described as an em-

barrassment of riches prevalent in Mel-

bourne just now at Her Majesty .s Thea-

tre (writes Mr. George Tallis).
.

There

the pantomime absolutely declines to

abate one jot or tittle of its firm hold on

the affections of the public, and the big
house at every successive performance sug-

gests a first instead of an eighth week of

an extremely popular run, so crowded is

every part and so enthusiastic is the ap-

preciation showered on the hundred and

one good things contained in the produc-
tion. And yet the management, while re-

joicing in the continual accession of new

records which every week brings forth,

could at times wish that they had hap-
pened along at another season of the year.

For just now. they have another attraction

to go: Mr. Juliu" Knight, fresh from a

long holiday, keen to commence work,

wjth a fine repertoire and a new company,

is only waiting until “Mother Goose”

shall condescend to slacken up enough to

justify its removal, in order that he may

renew his friendly relations with Austral-
ian audiences. But just at present the

chance of the pantomime being kind

enough to do so seems still remote.
* * ♦ *

The next eight weeks or so will be oc-

cupied by Miss Tittell Brune in a series

of farewell visits to various Australian

centres. For the last two years her work

has been particularly heavy necessitating
heavy rehearsals as well as the strain of

such impersonations as “L’Aiglon,”
“Leah Kleschna” and “Kundry,” and she

feels the need of a prolonged rest from her

profession. Consequently, she will say
farewell to Sydney playgoers during the

next fortnight, and after a Melbourne sea-

son lasting through April and May she

will go to Adelaide, and thence to Bris-

bane and other Queensland towns. At

the end of September her holiday falls due,
and at present it is her intention to imme-

diately set out for a long and lazy tour of
India and the East. She has always
pined to see that fascinating part of the

world, not as an actress, but solely as a

private person, and the chance of doing so

offered to her by long vacation is too good
to be missed.

Miss Ola Jane Humphries, besides fil-

ling the position of leading lady to “The

Squaw Man” Company, is devoting her

leisure in New Zealand to the writing of

a novel, the publication of which will

create a good deal of interest out here.

In the United States Miss Humphries is
well know for her literary ability as well

as for her stage successes.

A matter of considerable interest music
lovers is the fact that Mr Alfred Moulton
has been engaged as musical director for

the forthcoming tour of Mr. Andrew

Black, which begins at Wellington at

Easter time. Mr. Moulton was formerly

well known out here both as a. musican

and a composer, and since leaving Aus-

tralia some few years ago he has much

enlarged his experience. Almost as soon

as he landed in the United States he was

appointed to the conductor’s chair at Day s

Theatre, New York, a position he has

ever since held, officiating at many very

important productions during his term.

Among them was “The Country Girl,”

which was stage managed by Mr. Gerard

Coventry, who indeed has been the chief

instrument in persuading Mr. Moulton to

pay another visit to Australia.
J

* * * *

As soon as “The Spring Chicken” is

well starred in Sydney—which will be

done, of course, as soon as they return

there—the Royal Comic Opera
_

Company
will begin the work of preparing “The

Dairymaids” as their next big attraction.

The musical comedy, with Miss Carrie

Moore in the leading part, had a. most

successful run in London up to Christmas

time, when most of the principals had to

take up pantomime work, and the piece

was suspended, with a certainty that its

revival again this year will have just as

popular a course.
11* * * »

During his holiday trip to England and

America Mr. Julius Knight spent much of

his time- in the London theatres—to the

manifest advantage of Australians,. to

whom his opinions on many of the pieces
now being played there will have interest,

in view of the fact that several of them are

listed for early production by Mr. J. C.

Williamson. Among them are, of course,

“Robin Hood” and “Raffles,” in Mr.

Knight’s own repertoire, and both of them

pleased him immensely, not because they
offered “star” chance to the leading man,

but because they were each of them well

balanced, vigorous, and excellently con-

structed pieces. Mr Knight also saw

“Les Merveilleuses,” of which he speaks
in the most glowing terms.

Miss Amy Castles is forging ahead. It

is stated that she will succeed Madame

Patti as leading soprano for the Har-

rison . Concert Company. She has just

completed a very successful series of con-

certs under Mr Harrison, appearing .in
most of the English cities, and in Edin-

burgh, Aberdeen, and Glasgow. Another

member of the family of which Miss Amy

Castles is the most distinguished represen-

tative is about to take up work on the

comic opera stage, Mr George .Castles
having just signed a contract with Mr

Seymour Hicks to sing in London for a

period of three years. Mr Castles has

the advantage of a tenor voice, marked

by a rich quality closely resembling that

of his eldest sister. He has studied to

some extent in London.

The following is the full cast of char-

acters and synopsis of scenery of the

drama “Home Sweet Home,” which was

produced by the Sydney Howard Co. at

the Sydney Criterion on Saturday the 2nd

inst:—Stephen Armitage, Mr Sidney

Howard; David Armitage, Mr Nelson

Ramsay; Duke of Ancaster, Mr Jackson
Wilcox; Lucas Lyle, Mr George R. Mont-

ford ; The Hon. Percy, Mr Horace Pol-

lock; Dick Redmayne, Mr Harold West;
Solomon Keary, Mr Mark Paton ; Gaffer,
Mr Harry Diver; Dr. Granby, Mr Philip

Carlton; Lord Silvermore, Mr Walter

Weston; Lady Summerton, Miss ■ Mar-

garet . Darner; Sybil Fay, Miss Pearl

Keats; Dora, Baby Watson; Joan, Miss

Lilian Hallowes

The Elton Comedy Company, which has

just completed a long tour of Australia,

going as far northh as Cooktown arrive in

Wellington by the s.s. Riverina. The

company is a strong one, and New Zea-

land is to be toured from end to end. Mr

Fred Elton writes me that the repertoire
will consist of “When Jones left Home,”
“Joseph’s Sweetheart,” and “He, She,
and It.”

The Greenwood Family, after a pro-

longed rest at Newcastle, have started on

a trip through Queensland, and intend

going as far as the Gulf; India to fol-

low. They will open in Brisbane about

Easter. Business, as usual with this

company, is booming, and the tour pro-

mises to be a most successful one from

every point of view.

SSEMBLY HALL, ROTORUA.

Seating Accommodation for 600 people.
Fitted with Electric Light.

Charges Moderate.

For terms and full particulars, apply to

STEELE BROS., Rotorua.

OS? ° Sporting and Dramatic Review”
Office.

Tj} G M O N T STABLES.

Proprietors: MESSRS. CLARKE AND

W. J. HIGGINSON.
Mountain Trips and Picnics ar-

ranged. Letters and Telegrams re-

ceive Instant attention.
Cabs meet all trains. Ladles' Wait-

ing Room.
Telephone Nr 20.

Spencer
Pianos.

JOHN SPENCER & GO.
By Special Appointment

Pianoforte AAafcers to tiie

Princes* o£ Wales.

OVER 8,000 SOLD
IN NEW ZCALAND.

Wsw Modal*, just landed, from MO,

oa.

On tk. Hira Sywtam ot Pnrefcaa*, from

Al 4a. * month.

SOLE AGENTS-

London and Berlin
Piano Co.,

SHORTLAND STRUT.

BOVRIL
is, of course, nurse’s

“ second self; ” but

it is also cook’s

“right hand.” And

there is only ONE

Bovril.

! i-—. •

SANFORD, Ltd.
FISH AND OYSTER MERCHANTS,

AUCKLAND AND THAMES.

Uegllu Trade Mark.

Frt- and Smoked Fish, Oysters,
Rabbits, and Poultry dally, at SAN-

FORD-8 FISH MARKET, CUSTOM-
STREET (opp., Custom House). Brown

Paper Parcel* Retail. Retail Tel. No.

<SS. G.F.O. Box 44A

ark you going to the

Christchurch exhibition ?

“OLD JUDGE '

is giving £lOO to the Person or Persons who

forecast the NEAREST Number of Persons who visit the Exhibition.

ASK YOUR TOBACUOMIST or STOREKEEPER, they’ll tell you all about It.

BIOWES IH
We are direct Selling Agents for the

leading makers of the world, including
Pathe, Urban, Hepworth, Paul, and Edi-

son.

New subjects by every mall. Com-

plete outfits supplied.
..

Write us.

N.Z. ACETYLENE GAS CO.,
KING’S CHAMBERS, WELLINGTON.

BOARD AND RESIDENCE.

Visitors will find every comfort at

any of the following well-known

houses.
Advertisements under this heading

are charged at the rate of One Shilling
each insertion of twenty-four words.

BRITANNIA HOUSE, Upper Vincent-

street, Auckland. Professionals

will find every comfort and conveni-

ence. Good Table.—Mrs. D. Baxter

(late of Christchurch), Proprietress.

CAMBRIDGE HOUSE, Lower Vincent-

street, Auckland. Second ' house

from St. Matthew’s parsonage. Sea

view, overlooking Albert Park. Hot

and Cold Baths.—Mrs. Woods, Fro-

prietress.
,

JJOBSON-STREET,
Five minutes from Queen-street.

Large Grounds. Every Comfort.
TERMS MODERATE.

Telephone 1432.

JAMES DRAKE & GO.

WINE AND SPIRIT

MERCHANTS,

Cellars: COLWILL’S BUILDINGS,

SWANSON-STREET.

Phone 257. P.O. Box 178.

“TENO” WINES.

Claret, Port, Sherry, Frontlgnac,

Burgundy, Hock, Chablis, Whisky,

Cigars.

Sparkling: Champagne, Chamber-

tln, Burgundy, Brandy, Ale, Cordials.

Agents for Swan Ale and Stout.

— BASSI’S —

"CORRECTIVE POWDERS,"
DROPSY AND FEMALE IRREGU-

LARITIES.

WOMAN’S UNFAILING FRIEND.

A Medicinal Compound expressly
adapted for the requirement* of Fe-
male*.—To try them once Is to know
their value, and those who have done

so would not now be without them.
PREPARED ONLY BY

N. C. BASSI, Medical Herbalist,
At Botanical Dispensary,

295 MANCHESTER STREET, CHRIST-
CHURCH.

Wholesale by Wholesale Druggists;
and Retail by All Chemists; also from

J. NEIL’S Botanic Dispensary, Staf-
ford-street, Timaru. Price, 7s 6d per
Box.

When doing business with our A<-

vertissrs, ktodly mention this paper.

ASK FOR

E. F. m ° R G A N>

BILLPOSTER and THEATRICAL
ADVERTISING AGENT,

Advertising Spaces To Let in All Parts
of the Town.

Address:
A. E. MORGAN,

Care G.P.0., Invercargill.

SUTHERLAND’S NEW HALL,
►3 BLUFF.

Has accommodation for over 706.
Lighted throughout with electricity.
Ladies’ and Gent.’s Dressing Rooms.
The stage is 40 by 20; height of .prosce-
nium, 14 feet.

Mr. Sutherland is also proprietor of
the Club Hotel, with whom special
rates can be arranged.
CHAS. SUTHERLAND

....Proprietor.

GREENMEADOWS

VINEYARD, N.Z.

This Vineyard has been nearly

fourteen years in cultivation. Only

those Grapes are grown that produce

first-class Wines, and the utmost care

has been taken in their preparation.

The following sound and well-matured'

Wines may now be procured:—

BURGUNDY CHABLIS
CLARET HOCK

THESE WINES ARE DELIVERED

FREE OF CHARGE ON BOARD

TRAIN OR STEAMER.

ADDRESS—-

THE MANAGER,

GREENMEAEOWS VIMEfAkD,
GREENMEABOWS, HAWKE’S

TATTERSALL’S, HOBART.
All- letters with Instructions will be-

promptly delivered, and replies will be

posted direct to clients from Hobart.

For further particulars apply to*
ARTHUR CLEAVE AND CO., Vulcan ’
Lane.. ..

-
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