
were strong attractions, the Moon Dear

ballad of Miss Young making a specially
big hit, while the scenery, the dressing,

and mounting generally were on an ex-

ceptionally high level of excellence.

When the Royal Comic Opera
_

Com-

pany' takes wing, it always supplies an

instance of the large amounts which Mr

J. C. Williamson pays out, as a matter

of course, for travelling expenses. Their

present trip to New Zealand, a company

of 90, will cost for the round trip from

Melbourne to Wellington through that

coloiiy 'and back to Sydney considerably
over Jn fares alone, without reck-

oning -Tflp?fie expenditure on freight by

steam and rail for scenery and baggage.
It is safe to say that no other manager in

the world would have to spend such, a

large slim for the sake of sending a sin-

gle company for a three months tour .of
a country boasting less than a million in-

habitants: The company opened in Wel-

lington in “The Orchid,” as the fore-

runner of a repertoire which includes

such favourites as “The Country Girl,”
“The Cingalee” and “La Mascotte.”

Mr Julius Knight now en route for

Australia via the United States, spent

a fortnight or so in New York,

looking round and paying particular at-

tention to the manner in which the Amer-

ican stage managers produce their plays.
While .there he had an opportunity
of seeing Mr Kyrle Bellew starring in

“The Exploits of Brigadier Gerard,”

one of the four new plays Mr Knight
brings with him to Australia. In two of

the others—“Robin Hood” and Raffles.
—Mr Knight has already seen Mr Lewis

Waller and Mr Gerald du Maurier in the

leading characters, so that he has been

able to compare his prospective interpre-
tations of the part with those of players
already familiar with them, and such a

comparison is always a valuable aid to an

actor.

Nothing that has hitherto been staged
in Australia has approached in wealth of

scenic effect and artistic mounting the

production of “Parsifal,” by Mr J. C.

Williamson at Her Majesty’s Theatre,

Sydney (says Mr Tallis), and the crowded

audience who lavishes unstinted applause
upon one beautiful spectacular effect after

another, evidently fully recognised the

extraordinary pains that had been taken

to make the interpretation of the nobly
conceived play complete at all points.
It was a notable triumph for Australian
dramatic enterprise, and Mr Williamson

was most cordially congratulated on all

hands for the perfect success he had made

of it. Not only was the mounting so

noteworthy but the acting generally was

well worthy of the setting. Miss Tittell

Brune won success as Kundry, her read-

ing of the character being marked by
poetic insight and dramatic instinct,
whi'e Mr Thomas Kingston as Parsifal
the s ainless hero Mr Gaston Mervale as

the magician Klingsor, and others in the

cast gave her entirely adequate support.

The Waldron-Humphries Dramatic

Company commenced a season at Christ-

church at Christmastime after a very suc-

cessful visit to Dunedin. It is Mr Wil-

liamson’s intention that while they are at

Christchurch they shall do “Cigarette,”
the dramatisation of Ouida’s “Under Two

Flags,” which they get ready before leav-

ing Sydney. They follow the Royal Comic

Opera Company at Wellington.

The season of “Mother Goose” in Mel-

bourne cannot last beyond the second

week in February, for at that date Her

Majesty’s Theatre will be occupied by
Mr Julius Knight and his company. A

Sydney season will therefore be under-

taken, which, in all probability will last

until Easter.

Some time next week, Mr Julius Knight
may be expected to be back in Australia

once more, and he will of course proceed
straight to Melbourne to begin work on

“Robin Hood.” About that play he

writes to Mr J. C. Williamson in the

most enthusiastic strain. He saw its
debut in London, and watched its great
and growing success with the public, and

every day convinced him more and more

not only of the fine possibilities of his

own part, but also of the attractiveness

of the romantic play itself. Certainly
everything is in favour of its being ex-

ceptionally well staged and played in Aus-

tralia. Not only did Mr. Knight’s com-

pany see the London production before

leaving England, but they were also mea-

sured and fitted with their costumes in

exact replicas of those worn by Mr. Lewis
Waller’s company. Mr. Knight himself
brings with him all the working models of

scenery and appointments and a thorough
knowledge of the stage management for
it. “ Robin Hood,” as in other plays of
his repertoire, he intends to be his own

producer, and to. stage them all on the
lines of the London representations.

Thousands of his admirers throughout
Australasia will be glad to know that Mr
Andrew Mack, the popular Irish American

singing comedian who has already an en-

viable reputation out here, is returning
in a few months to fill another engage-

ment with Mr J. C. Williamson, with a

new company and a repertoire of new

pieces.

MASTER FRED BYRON, the boy
vocalist appearing at the Opera

House.

SSEMBLY HALL, ROTORUA.

Seating Accommodation for 600 people.
Fitted with Electric Light.

Charges Moderate.

For terms and full particulars, apply to

STEELE BROS., Rotorua.

d*' “ Sporting and Dramatic Review”
Office.

G it ON T STABLES.

Proprietors: MESSRS. CLARKE ' AND
W. J. HIGGINSON.

Mountain Trips and Picnics ar-

ranged. Letters and Telegrams re-
ceive instant attention.

Cabs meet all trains. Ladles’ ■*. Wait-
ing Room.

Telephone Nc 20.

Spencer
Pianos.

JOHN SPENCER & GO.
By Special Appointment

Pianoforte Makers to H.R.H. the

Princess of Wales.

OVER 8,000 SOLD
IN NEW ZEALANO.

*«w Model., jest landed, ftwra I*3o,

on.

On ttte Hire System of PnrtL***, bvm

Al 4a. a month.

SOLE AGENTS—

London and Berlin
Piano Co.,

SHORTLAND STREET.

The demand for Bovril

is great throughout
Australasia, becai.e

Antipodeans know all

about the great nourish-

ing properties of

BOVRIL

SANFORD, Ltd.
FISH AND OYSTER MERCHANTS,

AUCKLAND AND THAMES.

Regis.
Trade Mark.

Ere.— and Smoked Fish, Oysters,
Rabbits, and Poultry dally, at SAN-
FORD’S FTSH MARKET. CITSTOM-
STREET (opp. Custom House). Brown
Paper Parcels Retail. Retail Tel. No.
658. G.P.O. Box 441.

, jJ

ARE YOU GOING TO THE

CbristclMircb Exhibition ?
“OLD JUDGE” is giving £lOO to the Person or Persons who

forecast the NEAREST Number of Persons who visit the Exhibition.

ASK YOUR TOBACCONIST or STOREKEEPER, they’ll tell you all about it.

BIOSCOPES i FILMS.
We are direct Selling Agents for the

leading makers of the world, incl«ding
Pathe, Urban, Hepworth, Paul, and Edi-
son.

New subjects by every mail. Com-
plete outfits supplied. Write us.

N.Z. ACETYLENE GAS CO.,
KING’S CHAMBERS, WELLINGTON.

BOARD AND RESIDENCE.

Visitors will find every comfort at
any of the following well-known
houses.

Advertisements under this heading
are charged at the rate of One Shilling
each insertion of twenty-fou” words.

JDRITANNIA HOUSE, Upper Vincent-
-*-* street, Auckland. Professionals
will find every comfort and conveni-
ence. Good Table.—Mrs. D. Baxter
(late of Christchurch), Proprietress.

CAMBRIDGE HOUSE, Lower Vincent-
' street, Auckland. Second house

from St. Matthew’s parsonage. Sea
view, overlooking Albert Park. Hot
and Cold Baths.—M rs. Woods, Pro-
prietress.

AMOHIA, 199 JJOBSON-STREET,
Five minutes from Queen-street.

Large Grounds. Every Comfort
TERMS MODERATE.

Telephone 1432.

JAMES DRAKE & CO.

WINE AND SPIRIT

MERCHANTS,

Cellars: COLWILL’S BUILDINGS,

SWANSON-STREET.

Phone 257. P.O. Box 178.

“TENO” WINES.

Claret, Port, Sherry, Frontignac,
Burgundy, Hock, Chablis, Whisky,
Cigars.

Sparkling: Champagne, Chamber-

tin, Burgundy, Brandy, Ale, Cordials.

Agents for Swan Ale and Stout.

— BAS SI’S —

“CORRECTIVE POWDERS"
DROPSY AND FEMALE IRREGU-

LARITIES.
WOMAN’S UNFAILING FRIEND.
A Medicinal Compound expressly

adapted for the requirements of Fe-
males.—To try them once Is to know
their value, and those who have done
so would not now be without them.

PREPARED ONLY BY
N. C. BASSI, Medical Herbalist,

At Botanical Dispensary,
225 MANCHESTER STREET, CHBXST-

CHUBCH.
Wholesale by Wholesale Druggists;

and Retail by All Chemists; also from
J. NEIL’S Botanic Dispensary, Staf-
ford-street, Timaru. Price, 7s 6d per
Boz.

When doing business with our Ad-

vertisers, kindly mention this paper.

ASK FOR

E. F. M 0 R G A N’
BILLPOSTER and THEA TRTF AT,

ADVERTISING AGENT,
Advertising Spaces To Let in All Part*

of the Town.
Address:

„

A. E. MORGAN,
Care G.P.0., Invercargill.

SUTHERLAND'S NEW HALL,
BLUFF.

Has accommodation for over 70®.
Lighted throughout with electricity.
Ladies and Gent.’s Dressing Rooms.
The stage is 40 by 20; height of prosce-
nium, 14 feet.

Mr. Sutherland is also proprietor of
the Club Hotel, with whom special
rates can be arranged.
CHAS. SUTHERLAND ....Proprietor.

GREENMEADOWS

VINEYARD, N.Z.

This Vineyard has been nearly
fourteen years in cultivation. Only
those Grapes are grown that produce
first-class Wines, and the utmost care

has been taken in their preparation.

The following sound and well-matured

Wines may now be procured:—

BURGUNDY CHABLIS
CLARET HOCK

THESE WINES ARE DELIVERED

FREE OF CHARGE ON BOARD

TRAIN OR STEAMER.

ADDRESS—-

THE MANAGES,
GBEENMEASOWS VXNEYABE,

GBEENMEAPOWS, HAWKE’S BAY.

TATTERSALL’S, HOBART.
All letters with instructions will bo

promptly delivered, and replies will be
posted direct to clients from Hobart.
For further particulars apply to
ARTHUR CLEAVE AND CO., Vulcan
Lane.
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