
A remarkable play was produced at the

Court Theatre, London, just before the

departure of the last English - mail. This

was “The Charity That Began at Home,”

by Mr St. John Hankin, a comedy abso-

lutely destitute of the action which is sup-

posed to be the essential of all forms of

drama. “Nothing to speak of happens

during its four acts,” says one critic, and

descriptions show that the play relies for

its effects wholly upon its characterisation

and d.alogue. It is a daring experiment,
and although the play *is widely praised,
it seems almost impossible tha. it should

prove financially successful.

The following are a few of the vocal

gems in the musical comedy “The Or-

chd,” which is to be presented here

shortly by the Royal Comic Opera Com-

pany:—“l Must Propose to You,” Miss

Olive Godwin’s delightful number, and

her duet with Mr J. Ralston, “A Lack-a-

Day” ; “L'ttle Mary,” a famous skit on

J. M. Barrie’s celebrated comedy of that

name. It convulsed London for over two

years, and is sung with charming demure-

ness by Miss Evelyn Scott; “The Unem-

ployed,” by Mr George Lauri and Mr

Arthur Crane; “From Far Peru” is ren-

dered distinctive by the really remarkable

dancing of Mr Fred Leslie; “’Liza Ann

is a number in which Mr Fred Leslie’s

wonderful terpsichorean feats again fea-

ture, and he is ably supported by Miss

Evelyn Scott; “Advertisements and

“Fancy Dress” sung by Miss Clara Clif-

ton, are full of unctious humour; “Come

Along with Me” with its chorus and Pier-

rot Ballet is one of the hits of the piece;
“Pushful” is a number which owes much

to the clever handling of Mr C. R. Ban-

tock; “The Lady Secretary” introduces

a new and delightful lady member of the

company in the person of Miss Connie

Milne; “I Do all the Dirty Work” is de-

liciously funny in the hands of that droll

comedian, Mr George Lauri.

A Christmas card comes
from the

Black Family, who are now touring

Queensland. “Right through business

has been good and the tour has been a

most successful one, the Family taking

on with the public immensely. Australia

is a big country to work, and it will take

us years to do it thoroughly. We are all

in good health (writes Mr Black) and en-

joying the trip very much indeed.

Mr Edward German’s new comic opera
based on the adventures of “Tom Jones,”

will first be seen in London in the late

spring. It will be presented by Mr Rob-

ert Courtneidge at Manchester at Easter,
where it will be played for a period of

three weeks, and it will then be brought
to London. It has not yet been definitely

decided where in London it will be pre-
sented though there is some talk of it

being the successor to “The Dairymaids,’’
at the Apollo Theatre.

Mr Ernest Shipman, general manager
for Sweely, Shipman and Company, the

American theatrical firm, is suffering from

nervous collapse in New York, and will

take a long vaccation and a complete
rest. Mr Shipman is a brother of Mr

Fred Shipman, who is managing Miss
Marie Nacelle’s Australian and New Zea-

land tour.

Mr Luscombe Searell, who it will be

recollected produced the opera of “Es-

trella,” some years ago, and who is the

brother of Mr R. Trist Searell, the well-

known musician, has produced a Biblical

play set to music, “Mizpah” in New York
with a good deal of success.

Allan Hamilton will pay only a flying
visit to Auckland in connection with “The
Little Stranger” season, as he is due in

Sydney, January 18, to complete all ar-

rangements for Mr Harry Rickards’ new

English Dramatic Company, which opens
at the Criterion Theatre, Sydney, on Feb-

ruary 2. The Australasian tour will be
under Mr Hamil on’s management.

MR. CARTER PICKFORD, of the Brough-Flemming Company.

SSEMBLY HALL, ROTORUA.

Seating Accommodation for 600 people.
Fitted with Electric Light.

Charges Moderate.

For terms and full particulars, apply to

STEELE BROS., Rotorua.
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Office.

JI G II ONT STABLES.

Proprietors: MESSRS. CLARKE AND
W. J. HIGGINSON.

Mountain Trips and Picnics ar-

ranged. Letters and Telegrams re-

ceive instant attention.
Cabs meet all trains. Ladies’ Walt-

ing Room.
Telephone No. 20.

Spencer
Pianos.

JOHN SPENCER & CO.
By Special Appointment

Pianoforte Makers to H.R.H. the

Princess of Wales.

OVER 8,000 SOLD
IN NIW ZEALAND.

New Models, jwrt landed, from ASO,

On the Hire System of Pnrehaao, froaa

41 U i month.

SOLE AGENTS-

London and Berlin
Piano Co.,

SHORTLAND STREET.

SANFORD, Ltd. ‘AXSPS
FISH AND OYSTER MERCHANTS,

AUCKLAND AND THAMES.

Regis. /•,
g Trade Mark.

and Smoked Fish, Oysters,
Rabbits, and Poultry daily, at SAN-
FORD’S FISH MARKET. CUSTOM-
STREET (opp. Custom House). Browa
Paper Parcels Retail. Retail TeL No.
658. G.P.O. Box d«S.

BOVRIL
Bovril is a splendid
nourishing food,
especially in these

days when care of

health is of the very
first importance.

ARE YOU GOING TO THE

Christchurch Exhibition ?
‘ OLD JUDGE’ is giving £lOO to the Person or Persons who

forecast the NEAREST Number of Persons who visit the Exhibition.

ASK YOUR TOBACuOniST or STOREKEEPER, they’ll tell you all about it.

BIOSCOPES ft FILMS.
We are direct Selling Agents for the

leading makers of the world, including
Pathe, Urban, Hepworth, Paul, and Edi-
son.

New subjects by every mail. Com-
plete outfits supplied. Write us.

N.Z. ACETYLENE GAS CO.,
KING’S CHAMBERS, WELLINGTON,

BOARD AND RESIDENCE.

Visitors will find every comfort at
any of the following well-known
houses.

Advertisements under this heading
are charged at the rate of One Shilling
each insertion of twenty-four words.

BRITANNIA HOUSE, Upper Vincent-
-*-* street, Auckland. Professionals
will find every comfort and conveni-
ence. Good Table.—Mrs. D. Baxter
(late of Christchurch), Proprietress.

riAMBRIDGE HOUSE, Lower Vincent-
street, Auckland. Second house

from St. Matthew’s parsonage. Sea
view, overlooking Albert Park. Hot
and Cold Baths.—Mrs. Woods, Pro-
prietress.

JJOBSON-STREET,
Five minutes from Queen-street.

Large Grounds. Every Comfort.
TERMS MODERATE.

Telephone 1432.

DRAKE & GO.

WINE AND SPIRIT

MERCHANTS,

Cellars: COLWILL’S BUILDINGS,

SWANSON-STREET.

Phone 257. P.O. Box 178.

“TENO” WINES.

Claret, Port, Sherry, Frontignac,

Burgundy, Hock, Chablis, Whisky,

Cigars.

Sparkling: Champagne, Chamber-

tin, Burgundy, Brandy, Ale, Cordials.

Agents for Swan Ale and Stout.

— BASS I’S

“CORRECTIVE POWDERS,"
DROPSY AND FEMALE IRREGU-

LARITIES.

WOMAN’S UNFAILING FRIEND.

A Medicinal Compound expressly
adapted for the requirements of Fe-
males.—To try them once is to know

their value, and those who have done

so would not now be without them.

PREPARED ONLY BY

N. C. BASSI, Medical Herbalist,
At Botanical Dispensary,

225 MANCHESTER STREET, CHRIST-

CHURCH.
Wholesale by Wholesale Druggists;

and Retail by All Chemists; also from
J. NEIL’S Botanic Dispensary, Staf-
ford-street, Timaru. Price, 7s 6d per
Box.

When doing business with our Ad-

vertisers, kindly mention this paper.

ASK FOR

E. F. M ° R G A N*
BILLPOSTER and THEATRICAL

ADVERTISING ACENT,
Advertising Spaces To Let in All Parts

of the Town.
Address:

A. E. MORGAN,
Care G.P.0., Invercargill.

SUTHERLAND’S NEW HALL,
BLUFF.

Has accommodation for over 700.
Lighted throughout with electricity.
Ladies’ and Gent.’s Dressing Rooms.
The stage is 40 by 20; height of prosce-
nium, 14 feet.

Mr. Sutherland is also proprietor of
the Club Hotel, with whom special
rates can be arranged.
CHAS. SUTHERLAND

....Proprietor.

GREENMEADOWS

VINEYARD, N.Z.

This Vineyard has been nearly

fourteen years in cultivation. Only

those Grapes are grown that produce

first-class Wines, and the utmost care

has been taken in their preparation.

The following sound and well-matured

Wines may now be procured:—

BURGUNDY CHABLIS
CLARET HOCK

THESE WINES ARE DELIVERED

FREE OF CHARGE ON BOARD

TRAIN OR STEAMER.

ADDRESS—-

THE MANAGED,
GBEENMEADOWS VINEYABD,

GBEENMEADOWS, HAWKE’S BAT.

TATTERSALL’S, HOBART.
All letters with instructions will be

promptly delivered, and replies will be

posted direct to clients from Hobart.
For further particulars apply to

ARTHUR CLEAVE AND CO., Vulcaii
Lane.
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