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BILLIARDS.

(By * Pyramid.”)

{The writer of this columu will be
glad to answer any aquestions on the
game.]

WHERE TO PLAY BILLIARDS.

HOTEL BILLIARD
SALOON,

VICTORIA-STREET, AUCKLAND.

For a qulet game of Billiards,
Snooker Italian Pool, Muff Pool, Japan-
ese Pool, Cork Pool, ete.

W. 0. MORRISON,

ROYA.L

Proprietor.
FORD'S Waltemata Biliiard Clab,
= (Custom-street, Auckland. Open
to play all-comers on 100 Brea.k.
BETROPOLITAN HOTEL BIL-
LIARD SALOON, Queen-street,
Auckland. Rilliards, Snooker, etc.—

A J. WOODLEY, Manager.

BARTON. McGILL, AND CO., Billlard
Table Manufacturers (Gold Mec:iéa.l—
a-

ists), 422 Queen-street, Auckland.
guisites always in stock.

VULCAN LANE BILLIARD 8A-
LOON. Proprietor: R. J. HAMIL-
TON (late of Metropolitan Hotel). Bil-
liards, Pyramids, Snooner, or Pool.

BILLIA.RD HALOQON AND BATHS,
Pitt-street, are now open under
new management.—ALF. SMITH, Pro-
prietor.

In answer to Mr. J. P. Mannock’s
suggestions to alter the rules of bil-
liards so drastically, “Ivor,” of the
London ‘f 8porting Chronicle,” says:—
“] do protest against safety-misses
being ruled out altogether. With re-
gard to the raising of the scoring to
three points for all hazards made oif

the object-white ball, T am in com-
plete agreement. That is only com-
mon sense, seeing that the different
strokes must be as simple or as diffi-
cult from the white as from the red.
But when it comes to replacing the
white on the table after it has been
holed I am at once in disagreement.
Some of the most beautiful shots in
the game are made when it becomes a
necessity to ‘“save the white.”

- - - »

The same writer goes on to say
that he has known John Reberts fetch
down the house at the old Egyptian
Hall with some of his ricochet * top-
side” sparklers when the object-white
had to be got away from the pocket,
whereas, under the proposed new
rules, cushion shots, doublekisses,
and tricky run-through strokes would
all be practically knocked on the
head, while in their place would be a
constant potting the whiie, to have
it replaced on the baulk line.

« » *> *

With regard to Mannock's sugges-
tions, there is naturally a good deal to
be said on both sides (writes * Haz-
ard” of the ' Australasian™), and, as
our own rules are identical with those
of the British agsociation, the discus-
slon now taking place must affect the
future of Australian billiards just as
it affects the game elsewhere. Ag all
the authorities appear to agree on
making a uniform value for hazards,
the chances are that in this respect at
all events Mannock’s suggestion will
soon be adopted. The silly but deep-
rooted prejudice about potting an op-
ponent’s ball would then die out.

» * x* *

Young Willie Hoppe is now the un-
doubted champion at the American
and Contlnental style of billiards. Re-
cently he defeated Maurice Vignaud
at Paris for the titie, and on his re-
turn fo America was immediately
chalienged by George Slosson for the
title at the 18-inch baulk line, one
shot in, game. The 19-year-old lad
won by the large margin of 500 to 392,
Over 2000 people witnessed the game,
Hoppe averaged 10 40.40, with runs of
56, 45, and 42, to Slosson’s 8 32.45,
and runs of 61, 53, amnd 30. The
champlonship emblem, valued at 500
dollars, and the gate receipts, which
amounted to over 5000 dollars, went

to the little champion. It may be
that Jake Schaefer will now chal-
lenge Hoppe, but it is doubtful

whether the old veteran would be
able to hold the youth, who has been
quite a marvel ever since he was ten

years old.
- L3 - ®
Charles Memmott plays Frank

Smith for the championship of New
South Wales on June 11, A clogse
game is expeeted.

HOCKEY.

"The first round of the Association
matches was concluded on Saturday,
and it seems as if Auckland A will
again score in the senior champion-
ship.

* * * *

The Auckland A versus Auckland B
match resulted in a win for the for-
mer by five goals to two.

* * * *

United beat University seniors by
three goals to one,

L] * » k]

There seems to be a wide differ-
ence between the junior teams this
year. St. George's A beat College
Rifles B by 13 poinis to 2, while Col-
lege Rifles A beat St. George's B by
17 points to nil.

* * * *

The University seniors seem to be
too light for the heavier senior teams.
They made a good fight of it against
Auckland A, but have played most
disappointingly since.

* * * *

Moana beat L.C.R. at Remuera on
Saturday by four points to nil. The
1..C.R. had the migfortune to have to
go into the feld mlnus their four

strongest players
* *

Mlsses Ahson and Prime played

well for Moana.
* * * *

Misses R. Sellers, BE. Schischka and
Walters played splendidly for L.C.R.
* * * E 3

Kopana beat Te Hula seven to nil.
For the winners Miss Dobbie played
a splendld game as fullback,

L 3 * * *

Kopana A juniors beat Kopana B
by eight points to nil. For the win-
ners Misses MecIntosh and Clark
played about the best.

CRICKET.

It has been gtated that a flaw has
been found in the title of the Mel-
bourne C.C. to their crickei ground.
If this is so it means a heavy blow
to the club, which has spent many
thousands of pounds on improve-
ments.

* * * *

The battle between the Melbourne
C.C. and the State Board’'s control
gtill continues. The Iatest is that
the Sydney player Waddy has can-
celled his agreement with the Mel-
bourne Club, but the other players
somewhat foolishly have refused to do
s0, and have been disqualified.

* * * *

At last there is a chance of a dis-
trict scheme beilng adopted in Vie-
toria. For some time the advan-
tages which have been obtained in
Sydney by the idea were told to the
authorities in the Southern State,
where the game was not making such
good progress as In New South Wales.
The Melbourne Club, however, was al-
ways a stumbling block. The execu-
tive committee of the association has
drafted a scheme which includes all
the clubs except Melbourne. The
clubs which have seceded from the as-
sociation can elther come in or stand
out. The competitions differ from
those in Sydney, inasmuch as the pre-
mier club In each grade will exchange
places with the lowest club in the
grade next above it.

* * * *

Sensational. bowling was done in a
match at Brishane on May 26 be-
tween Queensgland and Trumper’s
team. Rain during the previous few
days made the wicket very bad, and
in 50 minutes Queensland was dis-
missed for 16. . Barstow, the last
man in, was top scorer with 3. Cot-
ter took 3 for 4 in 7 overs and Hop-
king 7 for 7 in 6.3 overs. Trumper's
team made 68 (Trumper 30, being tha
only double flgures), McCaffrey se-
cured 6 for 26 and Barstow 4 for 32.
In their second innings the Queens-
landers made 68 (Cooper 23, E. K.
Armstrong 10 not out). Cotter (b
for 21) and Hopkins (5 for 36) again
bowled unchanged. Trumper's team
won by 10 wickets, the match being
over in one day. The smallest total
on record in a first-class match is 12,
by Oxford University v. M.C.C. and
Ground in May, 1877. The match at
Brisbane was, of course, not a first
class one.

* * * *

If the team which Mr. Warner has
been captaining in South Africa were
not particularly successful, they man-
aged to have a very enjoyable itime
(says a2 Home paper), and what they
lacked in victories they made up in
great good fellowship. Mr. Warner,
who was interviewed on his return,

spoke highly of Mr. Crawford, the
Surrey amafeur, whom, he declared,
for his years disclosed unprecedented
possibilities as an all-round player,
while Mr. Fane's batiing and Lee’s
and Blythe’s bowling were quite ex-
ieptional. He (Mr. Warner) had

read criticisms to the effect that the
fielding of the English team had lost
them the test matches, but that was
not the case. Their principal weak-
ness was their batting, their fielding,
on the whole, being very good. Asked
what excuses he had for his side’s
defeat in the Test matches, Mr. War-
ner said: “I never make excuses
when I am beaten, and there is mno
doubt that on this occasion we met
our masters. Cricket in South Af-
rica had made tremendous headway,
and on the Wanderers’ ground at Jo-
hannesburg I am not at all certain
that the full strength of England
would beat the colonials. They are
a splendid side in all departments of
the game. Their batting to the last
man is sound, and often brilliant,
while their bowling is of infinite var-
iety and their fielding magnificent.”
Asked whether he thought Test fx-
tures should be granted the South Af-
ricans in their next tour, Mr. Warner
said he was certainly in favour of
such a step. Phillips, the umpire,
considered there should be a series
of five tests, but he (Mr. Warner)
thought it was due to them that they
should be allotted three fixtures with
England’s full strength.

ATHLETICS.

The New Zcaland runner L. C. Mc-
Lachlan turned the tables on R. Hou-
rigan in a match at Napier on Mon-
day. It was for £50 a-side, the dis-
tances being 100yds, 130yds, and 150
yds. It will be remembered that
when they met recently the Sydney
man won. An account of the present
match says that in the first distance
hoth men got away well together, but
McLachlan got more quickly into his
stride, and soon had a lead of half a
yard, which Hourigan reduced to
about 6in at the half distance. Me-
Lachlan, however, drew away again in
the last 20yds and won by nearly 2ft
in the good time of 10sec. The sec-
ond distance was a repetition of the
first race, McLachlan leading by a
foot for the first 20yds, when Houri-
gan drew level, but McLachlan had
him beaten when 76yds had been tra-
versed, and finishing with a great
burst of speed won by 2yds in 13sec.
There was thus no occasion to run

off the third race. Considering the
fact that the track was rather heavy,
the times given are extraordinarily

zood.
* * * *

A new automobile electric starting
and judging machine has been in-
vented by Mr. E, S. Rowe, of Mel
bourne. Mr. Rowe has been in the
game for twenty-five years, was a
noted amateur runner, and is noted
everywhere as a good all-round sport.
His starting machine, which has been
used with the greatest success in
Brisbane, Newcastle and Sydney, as
well as in West Australia, has given
every satisfaction to the runners and
the public. A. B. Postle, champion of
Australia, eonsiders it is the finest in-
vention connected with the sport. The
whole contrivance is worked by elec-
tricity. A small iron harrier Is
placed in front of each man on any
mark, and is Iocked. The starter
simply presses an electric button,
which releases all ihe barriers simul-
taneously, at the same time firing the
pistol and starting a clock. At the
finish there is the ordinary tape in
front of each man; but as scon as it
is broken by thr first man it sends
his number up on .he board, and if at
night lights a lamp showing the col-
our of the winner; and It also stops
the clock, thus giving the exact time
for the race. It also shows all the
places of the men up to five. With
this machine all the runners get off
the mark together. There i1s no fear
of breaking and getting put back a
yard, or of beating the pistol; also,
there is no unnecessary delay in mak-
ing a start. Records may often have
been made by a man beating the pis-
tol, but with this machine, since it
both starts and stops the eclock by
electricity, the records, even in the
sprinis, may be trusted.

* t 3 * *

Mr. B, S. Marks, hon. secretary of
the Amateur Athletic Union of Aus-
tralasia, has received a cable from
N. 5. Barker, the Sydney University
athlete, who represented New South

Wales in the Olympian Games. The
message gave the information that
Barker had arrived in England. This

means that PBarker intends to com-
pete in the English championships.
An arrangement was made that he
should cable his arrival in England if
he intended to do so.

* * * *

The 10 stone championship of Eng-
land was fought just prior to the last
mail leaving, when Jack Goldswain,
fhe holder of the title, defeated Jabez
White, of Birmingham, on points.
Goldswain won the title some three
months ago after a battle with Buck-
land, of South Africa; White was

Impure blood is the cause of very many of the ills to which
flesh is heir. Ayer’s Sarsaparilla purifies, vitalizes and en-
riches the bleod, as testified to by Mr. W. J. Pickering, Store-
keeper, Breeza, N. S. W., who sends his portrait and tells the

following interesting story:
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“In the year 1890 my ankle
broke out, and I went to a
doctor, who told me I was
suffering from blood poison-
ing. He prescribed for me,
but did me no good, and I
tried several other physicians
without benefit. I went into
St. Vincent’s Hospital, Syd-
ney, and, after a few months’
treatment there, came out
worse than ever, feeling
greatly discouraged. 1 suf-

. fered terribly for four years,
until my wife, hearing of

AYER’S Sarsaparilla

got me a bottle.

She persuaded me to give it a thorough trial. Soon

I noticed that the sore on my ankle began to heal, then the pain dimin-
ished, and after a course of six bottles I became as well ag ever 1 was
in my life, and I remain in the best of health.

‘“Everybody for miles around here knows what tribulation I went
through. I now recommend Ayer’s Sarsaparilla to all who suffer from
impure blood, and I am glad to say that it has done good to all who

have tried it.”

Be sure youA get the original AYER’S Sarsaparilla.

Seeo

that the name —AYER’S SARSAPARILLA—is on the wrapper.
and blown in the glass of each bottle.
Prepared by DR. J. © AYER & CO., Lowell, Mass., U, 8. A.



