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of wine Jin this district and in Australia,
it should be a lucrative undertaking hera,
for the climate is mild, the average rain-
fall is distributed more aqually during. the
year and the soil.is richer, consequently
the crop is larger. No doubt the establish-
‘ment of this. State farm will be .of great
utility to. people who have embarked upon
the industry, and those about to go in
for it."? - . . ’

A FARCICAL ELECTION.
At the time of the general election -and
again at the Licensing Committee election
we had, ‘unfortunately, every evidence
that some persons regard only toa lightly
the reason of an election. In a country
like ours, where everyone or nearly every-
one is endowed with a vote, the conclu-
sion is that .that voting power is given
with a view of everyone being empowered
to have a voice or say in the conduct of
the country or the city's business. Ex-
pectation runs that this voting power shall
be freely but sensibly used. Given this
much in, what can be said of the election
for the Mayoralty of this city which took
place last week. Can the voters who voted
in the minority claim that they used the
power given them in a sensible manner?
To what end can it be argued that an
election was forced upon the city? Have
we to conclude that among us we have
a few voters who are so irresponsible that
they cannot distinguish the difference be-
tween -sense and nonsense? Apart from
the experse that the city was forced to
face in this matter, the principle under-
lying the turning of an important election
into- a ‘farce is one that needs consider-
able attention. Aspirants for office such
as Mayor of Auckland should be required
to’ advance something more than the pal-
try . £10. This deposit alone is not evi-
dence’ that- a candidate would make a
Mayor. If-it is' deemed sufficient by a
certaim section, -then there is no reason
why at election times ‘nominatiors for of-
fice should not-be sought from among the
inmates of -the- Mental Hospital. No doubt
many of  the unfortunates there possess
the necessary tenner.

NO HARM DONE,

.:Af Livérpool Assizes recéntly the Rev,
Alex. Harvey, a Baptist minister, of Wid-
nes, sought damages for slander against
Paul -Caldwell, a publican. During the
municipal election, in which. defendant
was a candidate, the plaintiff attacked the
liquor trade, and said he was a life-long
teetotaller. Defendant at his meeting de-
clared . plaintiff’s statement untrue, as he
had personally served him with liquor.
Defendant refused to withdraw this alle-
gation. The jury found for defendant,
on the ground that plaintifi's character as
a minisfer was not injured.

WHISEY—OR WHAT?

In dealing with the above question and
after carefully following the lengthy and
varied evidence given in the whisky pro-
secutions which have recently heen heard,
the “London Licensed Victuallers® Ga-
zetta'’ says :—We gather from the lengthy
and lucid judgment which Mr. Fordham
delivered in what is known as the whisky
prosecutions that whisky shou'd consist
of “spirit distilled in a pot-still derived
from malied barley, mixed or not with
unmalted barley and wheat or either of
them.’” Furthermore. we learn that the
description “‘Irish™ and “‘Scotch™ as ap-
plied to whisky denotes, in addition to its
place of origin, a particular kind of whis-
ky made in a particular way from parti-
cular material in a particular place. The
term “‘Irish whisky' is used, according
tc Mr. Fordham, to denote whisky ‘‘made
by Irish methods, from materizls used in
such methods in Ireland’”; and the term
“Seotch whisky” to denote ‘‘whisky made

by Scotch methods from materials used in

such methods in Scotland.”” The material
in the case of Irish whisky is defined as
a mash consisting of 75 per cent. of bar-
ley malt, while in the case of Scotch
whisky the material consists wholly of
malted barley and the method of distilla-
tion to be employed in both cases is that
of the pot-still. The peculiar flavour and
smell of Irish whisky manufactured in
these conditions he attributed to the rye
employed, and the distinctive characteris-
tics of Scotch whisky are derived from
the system of malting over a peat fire.
Mr. Fordham arrived at his conclusions
on the subject from the evidence given
by analysts and chemists and by the ovi-
dence of his own senses. In their flavours
ac well as their aroma he found so wide
a difference between pot-still whisky and
a blend of patent-still sprit stiffened with
a dash if the genuine article that he con-
sidered no average man could mistake the
one for the other, and having submitted
both to the test of inward application, he
discovered the effects of the two bever-
ages upon the system to be different also..

In the casés of ‘the two samples of

Scotch and Irish whisky respectively upor’

whicti the prosecutions were brought by

" 'the Islington Borough Council, he found

that they consisted of spirit distilled. in .2
patent stifl, derived principally from maize,
and blended with less than 1o per.cent. of
pot-still. whisky, These fluids, Mr. Ford-
_ham declared in his judgment, did not
conform to the standard of Scotch or Irish
whisky as he defined it; they were not
entitled to be so described ; they were not
what the consumer means when he asks
for Scotch or Irish whisky ; and their sale
under those descriptions was a fraud upon
the public. It was in his finding, a dual
case of adulteration and misrepresentation,
and while he did not think much moral
blame attached to the defendants them-
selves he fined each of them zo0s and im-
posed a further penalty of 100 in the
form of costs. According to this judg-
ment, all whisky which is other than pot-
still spirit must be clearly labelled to in-
form the purchaser the nature of the fluid
he is buying. Patent-still spirit, or pa-
tent-still spirit mixed with whisky is not
declared to be injurious, nor is it unlaw-
ful to sell either the one or the other,
but if this decision stands, notice will
have to be given to the purcha<er of what
it is when such spirit is sold to him, and
on being served with it he must not be
allowed in his ignorance to believe that
what is supplied to him is Scotch or Irish
whisky. Seeing that the present output
of whisky in Scotland is about 26,000,000
gallons per annum, and of that fully two-
thirds is represented by the product of the
patent-still, jt is not surprising to learn
that this decision has caused some sensa-
tion in the Trade. But it would be even
Inore surprising if the mnatter is not car-
ried to a higher Court.
1t will immediately occur to the casual
observer ‘that the eflect of this somewhat

_lic .in the remotest degree.

unexpected judgment, though calculated to
cause blenders and distillers the maximum
of inconvenience, . will not -affec:~the pub-
If i. had the
result of guaranteeing ‘the age which is
affixed to the whisky, an advantage would
have been secured to the public, as it is
an incontrovertible fact that some firms are
more -than generous in the manner in
which they date their manufactures. But
it is perfectly safe to-say that when the
average man purchases whisky he con-
sults his tastes and his pocket, he does not
care a continental whether it is pot or
patent, so long as he has Mr, Fordham's
assurance that it is not injurious, and he

does not expect to get the cream of the

market for half-a-crown a bottle. Nor
do we doubt that when—if ever—the two-
and-sixpenny spirit is decorated with an
analytical label that covers the entire
bottle, the average man will still ask for
whisky in entire contravention of the man-
agerial injunction. The barmaid or bar-

man who keeps the average ma n waiting -

for the whisky he has demanded, what
time his ignorance is dispelled by a tech-
nical diequisition, will find themselves un-
popular, and we firmiy believe that if this
decision mude 1he consumption of pure
pot-still malt spirit- obligatory upon the
piblic, whisky. drinking would very soon
become a habit of tha past. The average
mian does not desire the rye flavour of
Mr. Fordham's Irish, nor does his-soul
love the: “‘reek’ of old-fashioned Scotch.
He swears by his particular brand of
whisky as he adheres to the brand of

tobaceco that suits him, and so iong as the

labels do not confuse him, the pious anxie-
ty of the Islington Borough Council and
the consternation in distilling circles will
pass him by {ilke the sportive breeze.
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A Fair Offer to Weak Men
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DOES NOT COST YOU A PENNY

UNLESS CURED.

-

Messrs.

B. HAMILTON & CO.

From the Boston Herbal and Electric Institute,
William and Murray Sts., Perth, W.A.) Lindsay

Chambers, Egan Street, Kalgoorlle,

Beg to Inform all whom

PERMANENT ESTABLISHMENT FOR

NEW ZEALAND,

Upstairs, 281a COLOMBO_STREET,

Six Doors from Victoria Squar"e; CHRISTCHURCH.

And will be pleased to give all particulars and ADVICE FREE to bona fide sufferers Conccrning
our new and special treatment, which has been so successful in curing THOUSANDS OF YOUNG,
MIDDLE-AGED, and OLD MEN from CHRONIC, NERVOUS, BLOOD and SKIN DISEASES,
LOSS OF MEMORY, LOW SPIRITS, LOSS OF VIGOUR, MUSCULAR and LOCAL.
WEAKNESSES, GENERAL DEBILITY, MENTAL and BODILY PROSTRATION, AFFEC-,

TIONS OF KIDNEYS AND BLADDER,’PREMATURE LOSS OF VIGOUR and LOSS OF

HAIR, and DISEASES OF A SPECIAL NATURE, Etc
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who lLave lost courage,

1f vou

Men who have wasted the exhilarating spirit of young manheoed; men whose eyca
brains are muddled and wearv, whose nervous energy is- exhausted
overwork, indiseretions, excesses, or disobedience to Nature's laws,
htly enjoyment of life, who have sleepless nights, duoll, gloomy,
ambition, and the ‘grit' which is o evident in
ho have BLOOD and SKIN TROUBLYS, and diseases of
have failed to derive any beuefit from other trearments. and
v, we offer you a COMPLEFE and PERMANENT
ich will not COST YOU A PENNY UNLESS CURED.
this aside, and say I will sea to it later on. but at once take advantage of
CIPAL'S SPRCIAL VISIT TO CHRISTCHURCH, and have a personal
Our Rooms are open MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY,

and SATURDAY, from iDam. to 1 pm, 2 t0 5 p.m, and 7 to 9 pm.; Thureday,
10 s.m. to 1 pm.; SUNDAY by speeial appointment only. ’

If you are living too far away to visit, write at once, in strict confidence,
giving full particulars of your trouble, and you will receive a plain and distinct
“statement of what we can do for you. '

‘We never supply our Remedies Tor Cases they cannot Cure.
"of Discases and Troubles of Men, that failure is almost impossible. _
what wo do claim is 1hat our Remedics cure the Most Obstinate Cases when all other means fal.-

THE STRICTEST CONFIDENCE MAY BE REL!ED ON.

We have reference frum every district in the Colonies ; but under no circumstances do we publi:h any names
unless we have the distinet permission of the writers to do so. . : )

ILTON & CO.,
- 231a COLOMBO STREET,.CH BLI.S,TC.HU

‘We bave made so thorough and complete a study
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