
as “Utopia Limited” is still quite new to

Australia it cannot be taken into account

in a question of public favour. It was,

moreover, most appreciatively received

during the last two nights of the com-

pany’s season in Melbourne, and so con-

vinced is Mr. . Williamson of its vitality
that he has entirely new scenery and cos-

tumes prepared for the present tour.

“Comedy and Tragedy” and “David

Garrick” will be the double bill with

which the Knight-Jeffries Company will

open their farewell season of three weeks

at the Palace Theatre, Sydney, this even-

ing (February 24th). Neither piece has yet
been done by the company in that city, and

as in both of them they appear to very

conspicuous advantage a cordial reception

may be confidently anticipated. After the

Sydney season the company go to Bris-

bane, Newcastle and Adelaide, breaking

up in the latter city.
* * * *

No matter where one goes in Sydney at

the present time some one or other of Mr.

R. G. Knowles’ stories are to be heard—

proof positive of the popularity with which

his monologue entertainment has been re-

ceived. He has, in fact, had a most suc-

cessful fortnight’s season at the Palace

Theatre there, and leaves in a day or two

for New Zealand. Commencing at In-

vercargill in the South, he will work

northward steadily through both islands

until he reaches Auckland on May 12th.

After appearing there he returns to Aus-

tralia, Melbourne, in all probability, be-

ing the first city he will visit.
*

Miss Florence Young gave a most en-

joyable harbour picnic to the ladies of the

Royal Comic Opera Company in Sydney
week or two ago. The original inten-

tion was to make it one entirely for the

fair sex, but no power on earth could either

keep the rendezvous secret or prevent so

many attractive personalities from exercis-

ing their magnetism, and in consequence

some fortunate men did find their way to

the function. Miss Margaret Thomas

was the heroine of the day, for in a fish-

ing contest she revealed an aptitude for

catching fish little short of amazing. They

hooked themselves to her line in a most

reckless fashion, and if they could not

swallow the bait they attached themselves

by the tail or the fins. There was a full

round of amusements going all day,, and

no one fell into the harbour—an incident

which is usually the invariable accom-

paniment to a water show.
r

* * * *

At the end of last month “A Royal Di-

vorce,” which has been an attraction for

years in Australia under Mr. J. C. Wil-

liamson’s direction, was once more reviv-

ed at the Scala Theatre, London, and Mr.

W W. Kelly, who owns the English rights
cf Mr. Wills’ play, gave the Press some

interesting particulars of the hardy peren-

nial. His principal company has now

played it continuously throughout the

United Kingdom for nearly 15 years, in-

cluding matinees. “A Royal Divorce” has
been performed 8000 times to the ten mil-

lion people in Great Britain, Australia

and South Africa, 70 per cent, of whom

were women.

Miss Tittell Brune added another to her

long list of triumphs at Her Majesty’s
Theatre, Melbourne, last Saturday (Feb-
ruary 17th), when she appeared for the

first time in Australia as La Tosca. Her

interpretation of Sardou’s heroine was

marked by her usual intensity of feeling,
full appreciation of the dramatic and emo-

tional possibilities of the part, and the high
sympathy and intelligence she invariably
brings to her work. Her effort met with ;
the most cordial approval from a crowded

and enthusiastic house, and the encour-

agement of applause was extended to Mr.

Roy Redgrave as Baron Scarpia and to

Mr. Douglas Gerrard as Mario, and, in-

deed, to all the members of the cast.

Mr. Charles Kenningham, principal ten-

or of the J. C. Williamson’s Repertoire
Opera Company, was quietly married the

other day to Miss Vera Buttel, of the

same company.
* * * *

Mr. Frank Curzon, the well-known Lon-

don manager, commences an invasion of

America this month with the two Eng-
lish successes, “Mr Hopkinson” and “Pub

lie Opinion.” If this experiment in dra-

matic retaliation is successful, Mr Curzon,
in association with Mr. Hackett, a well-

known American manager, will produce
in the States in direct succession other

English plays.

It is 25 years since the first American

tour of Sarah Bernhardt. She was then

36. She is now 61 and the critics say she

looks younger than she did a quarter of

a century ago.

It is stated that Miss Annie Russell,
the American actress, will tour Australia

next year under the management of Mr.

J Williamson in Mr. G. B. Shaw’s play,
' Major Barbara,” which is described as

a “discussion in three acts.”

Mr. John H. Tait has arranged for a

visit to New Zealand of the new biograph,
“Living London.” This comprises about

300 different views of the varied scenes to

b. met with in the great metropolis. The

show will start in Dunedin about the end

of the month.

Messrs. Meynell and Gunn have acquired
the Australian rights of Stanley Weyman’s
“A Gentleman of France,” in which Mr.

Kyrle Bellew starred so long in the Unit-
e 1 States.

A German firm is building a miniature

fireproof theatre of armoured concerte,
which is specialy intended for fire tests,
and is to become a model theatre where

any safety devices which have so far been

suggested against the danger of fire, as

well as any preventions that might be

proposed in future,, will be demonstrated.

According to the “Lyttelton Times” the

City Inspector had again to step in the

other night and stop the sale of tickets
downstairs at the Theatre Royal, when

the MasMahon Dramatic Company pro-
duced “Saturday Night in London” for
the second time. This was all the more

remarkable as the night was anything but

an attractive one from the point of view
of the average theatre-goer. The play
went brightly and smartly from curtain to

curtain, and the effective scenes of the
drama were well brought out. The whole

company worked hard, and the production
was even better than upon the opening
night of the season. “The Kelly Gang”
was billed to follow. The company will

shortly make a welcome re-appearance in
Auckland again.

There seem ssome chance of Australia

having secured at last a possible leading
lady with voice, looks and ability, who is

actually tall (says a writer in the “Bulle-

tin”). Miss Olive Goodwin is a William-

sonian investment and a local product.
She has recently stepped into Dolly Castles*

shoes as the Princess in “Utopia Limit-

ed,” and she does the work so nicely as

to justify that expectation. We have a

whole drove of fairly clever little ladies

for light opera and burlesque, but a tallish

girl who can sing sweetly, talk intelli-

gently, and look as if she were really con-

cerned with the matter in hand, is quite a

new development so far as the present
generation of playgoers is concerned. Miss
Olive’s Princess is a much more cheerful,
dignified and Gilbertian Princess than Miss

Dolly’s was. It is the latter’s misfortune

that she is too dolly. Some kindly veteran

ought to tell her how to make-up to tone

down her too marked resemblance to a

waken cherub—that is if all the kindly
veteran isn’t monopolised by another little

lady.

Caleb Porter, who will be remembered

as playing Nero to the life with the

Knight-Ferrar combination in “The Sign
of the Cross” on its first production here,
is playing in “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream” at the Adelphi.

Mr. Oscar Asche, writing in “London

Opinion” under the heading “Does It Pay
to Play Shakespeare?” says:—“London
audiences do not care about tragedies.

Tragedy is rather heavy fare for

people who have to work at high pres-
sure for their living ; but there is no more

delightful form of mental relaxation than

to witness a really good comedy.
I think at the present moment the public
are not only just as capable as they ever

were of appreciating a good play, but

prefer it to the purely frivolous sort of en-

tertainment classified under the head of

musical comedy.”
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THE SAFEST?
THE PLEASANTEST
THE MOST RELIABLE and

T A TYHi'fl THE MOST SATISFACTORY
I AJJLEO ANESTHETIC KNOWN for

-6-* THE ABSOLUTELY PAIN-
LESS EXTRACTION OF

TEETH is the NITROUS
OXIDE GAS ADMINIS-
TERED BY MR

JJOWEY at his

Rooms, 191, Queen-st., opp, utes.

THREE. For Ladies engaged in Business

|~l
"

or maintaining themselves, Mr

Howey Walker will administer Gas
and all Extractions will be FREE
when replaced by new teeth.

Few Doors above His Majesty’s
Arocde

0 T I c E.

If you are interested in Motor Cars,

Motor Cycles, or Bicycles in any way,

you cannot afford to do without the “New

Zealand Motor and Cycle Journal,”3s 6d

per annum, posted to any address in New

Zealand. Write to us, ARTHUR

CLEAVE & CO., Proprietors, Vulcan

Lane, Auckland.

Spencer
Pianos.

JOHN SPENCER & CO.
By Special Appointment

Pianoforte Makers to H.R.H. the

Princess of Wales.

OVER 8,000 SOLD
IN NEW ZEALAND.

New Models, just landed, from £4O,

08,

On the Hire System of Purohaae, from

jBI 4s. a month.

SOLE AGENTS-

London and Berlin
Piano Co.,

SHORTLAND STREET.

BOVRIL
is health and

nourishment

combined in an

appetising form.

It pleases every

SMOKE

Old Judge
TOBACCO & CIGARETTES.

Telegraphic Addreea: Telephone No. 355.
“ Upper Symond Street.”

DANIEL AR KELL,
Gladstone Brewery,

GLADSTONE! STREET!, ADCKLAND.
GaL

XXXX Strong old Ale S/-
AK Bitter Ale

... ... ...
1/9

XXX Mild Ale 1/6
Extra Stout (Specially suited for Invalids) 1

Dox.

Draught A and Stout, in Ijottles, Quarts 6/6
.. „ » ..

I>inta 8/6
Dunedin Ale and Stout, Quarts 9/-

m » >»
Pints

... ... 4/6
Arkell’e own brew, Ale and Stout, Quarts 8/-

m „ >.
P’nta ♦/”

Crashed Malt, 7/- per bushel
Pare Island Lime Jalee, USper dm.

Nelson Hops, packed in lib. and t-lb. packets, at

Market Prices.
All Casks charged for until returned—■ gallon casks
3,6, 8 gallons I/-, 5 gallons b/-, 10 gallons 7/0, and 18

g-nllons 9/- each.
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FM THE DOCTOR.

41
care INDIGESTION

I care SICK HEADACHE

I cure BILIOUSNESS

I cure CONSTIPATION

/ am a Sixty
Years Success.

/ am regarded by
the Ladies as a

valuable

PHYSICIAN.

/ am known as

WHELPTON’S PILLS.
Cf all Chemists.

New Zealand Drug Co. ( Auckland.
Shariand <£ Co. or > < Wellington.
Kempthorne, Prosser & Co. ) (. Dunedin.

G. Lewis) (Thos. Davies.
BONA-FIDE AUCTION SALES ONLY

Conducted by
GABRIEL LEWIS AND CO.

WHO MAKE ADVANCES WHERE
REQUIRED.

Vendors and Buyers are Respectfully Notified

„
that we

CONDUCT GENUINE AUCTION SALFH
REGULAR SALES AT OUR ROOMS.

SPECIAL SALES AT PRIVATE

RESIDENCES,
AND WE DO NOT FAKE UP SALES J O

CATCH THE UNWARY.
Valuation Investures made for Private ®r

Other Purposes.

GABRIEL LEWIS AND CO.,
Auctioneers and Appraisers.
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