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FREAKS OF NATURE.

There are weather prophets and weather
prophets, but there is a stone which it is
asserted unfailingly foretells. changes in
the . weather. This stone was found in
Finland many years ago by an explorer,
and has been watched by scientists ‘with
great interest. It is known as the sama-
kuir, and presents a white mottled appear-
ance in .sunshine, gradually turning from
grey to black as a rainstorm approaches.
The samakuir is made up of clay, nitre
and rock salt. In dry weather the salt.
in the stone is prominent, but when the
_air is filled with moisture, the salt absorbs
the moisture and turns black, thus acting
as a barometer,

The natives of Java have a natural
poison to aid them in avenging themselves
aguinst their enemies. It is a strong fluid
fcund in the bark of the upas tree. The
bark is over an inch thick, and is very
spongy. A drop of the fluid on the skin
.causes intense irritation. A private re-
venge is satisfied by hiding a cup of this
fluid in the room of the enemy, and then
the avenger flees, for well he knows that
by morning his victim will have crossed
the high divide. The fluid produces
stupor, which finally ends in death.

Two contrasting freaks of nature are the
Island of Fire and the Lake of Snow. The
Island of Fire is called the Home of Hot
Devils. It is situated in the midst of a
large lake of boiling mud in the Island of
YJava. The steam and gases. which arise °
from the sticky mud form themselves into
‘bubbles attaining the diameter of five or
six feet and sailing high up in the air like
talloons, carried hither and thither by the
wind and finally exploding with 2 loud
-crash.

The biggest snow lake is seen from the
summit.of Hispar Pass, in the Karakeran
Range. It is more than three hundred
square miles in area. In Switzerland the
sea of ice might better be called. the sea
of snow, as the surface is broken up by
solar heat, which makes a minute fissur-
ing in the ice, giving it the appearance
of snow.

There is a huge natural magnet in Up-
per Burmah, India, covered with great
blocks of iron ore, which travellers notice
has a tremendous attraction which ren-
ders compasses and watches useless. In
Spain there is a spring of water said to
cure lovesick people. Another queer spring
is situated in Mexico, the waters of which
cure alcoholic cravings, so the legend runs.
Hinter Mountain, near Fort Davis, Texas,
produces an effect which would counteract
the good work done by the Mexican spring,
with none of the evil effects. People go up
this mountain and they suddenly become
conscious of a sort of anaesthetic which
takes possession of them and makes them
act as if intoxicated. If a traveller reaches
the top he staggers like an old toper, and
mrany have been known to fall in a stupor
on the rocks. This mountain has a fol-
lowing, which returns season after season
to enjoy this harmless dissipation,

A man who, after being addicted to
drink, had taken the pledge, was per-
suaded to attend ambulance classes. Fhe
Bishop of London, who told the story at
a meeting recently, soon afterwards called
on the man’s wife and asked her how her
husband was. “‘He’s a changed man,
sir,” said the wife. “Instead of spend-
ing his evenings in the public-house he
stops at home every night and bandages
the cat!™

E. W. WHITEHEAD & SON,

HOTEL BROEERS AND VALUERS,
15, HIGH BTREET.

—TFirst-Claes City Botel rveraging £560 per
week, Lopg unexpired l.egse with
compeneatior in case of reduction or
prohibition, making this an ABYU-
LUCKLY BAFE INVEBMENT,

—Comfortable Country Hotel, turrover
{.140 per month, rent and expenses
oW,

Well-kn own Comm reisl Hotel in

£90
£50

? —
&1 100 important co.ntry town, Close
{About} ptation snd theatre, Nett profits

£800 per pnoum.
hone 1413, Addrees Ciazespondence P Q. Eox 680

A. HYDL.

ARATED WATER MANUFACTURER,
TE AWAMUTU.

and Most Up-to-date Appli-
Colony. P’atent Screw-stop-
pered HBottles. First of the kind imported
{nto New Zealand. Ahsolutely no waste,
Al Descriptions of Mineral Waters ept on
band. Or:ilers Punctually Attended to.

. A. HYDE, Te Awamutu,

The Newest
ancen in Lhe

Shbould you thiok of Fuyirg or Felling consult

R_ R'ICH ARDSON,

who has had Twenty-geven Years’ experience in the

ey
Hotel Broker and Valuer,
York Chembers,
Manchester-atreet
Christehureh,
hat a npmber of Good Town and Couatry Hounses for
disposal.

HOTELS—AUCKLAND PROVINCE.

HAMILTON EAST

1{ OYAL HOTFL,
(Wrong Side of the River).
W. . MACKENZII Praprietor.

Wines and Snirits_o-r the Best Brands.
First-class Accomirodation for Tourists
und Vieitors,

CHARGES MODRKHATE.

HI ST E L,

L E H OT
QUEEN-STREET, AUCKLAND.

i\

MR PAT QUINLAN has now taken over
the management of the above Hotel, which
ha® been thoroughly renovated throughout.

A Few Doors Ahove the ("ity Hall.
PAT QUINLAN Propristor.

ALl L

h i

!

NITED SERVICE HOTEL.
CORNER QUEEN AND WELLESLEY
STREETS.

MRS 8. COOMBES . Propristress.

Mrs COcombes, late of the British Hotel,
baving taken over the above well-known
and popuiar Hotel, trusts she may receive
a fair share of publlc pationage.

BEST BRANDS OF EIQUORS KEPT.

MPMALISMAN HOTEL, KATIKEATI.

C. ¥. WIGLEY (late Steward on the
8.6. Taniwha), Proprietor.

Good sahooting, Fishing and Boating,
Thermal Springs, Hot, Natural and Swim-
ming Bathe within twenty minutes’ drive of
the Hotel, and an Ostrich Farm within two
minutea’ walk of tha Hotel,

Excellent Culisine.

This interesting Fleasure Hesort is abhout
two hours’ drive from Waihl, and three and
-balf frowx Taurange.

Livery end Bait Stables
with the Hotel.

in conjunction

AND FAMILY
HOTEL,
CORNER OF PITT-STREET AND EKARA-
NGAHAPH ROAD, AUCKLAND.

]\T AVAL

D. NORDEN,

FOR MANY Y FARS PROPRIETOR OF TiE
PRINCE ARTHUR HOTEL,

Desires to Intimaete to his many friends and
the public that he has taken over the
above IPopular House, where he will
be pleased to aford every comfort
and convenience to patrons.

The House, which has been renovated
throughout, i3 situated on one of the most
elevated mites in the city, commanding =2
splendid view, and is within five minutes’
journey from Wharf and Railway Station.

FIVE, SHILLINGS PPER DIAY.
'RUSES PASS THE DOOR

TARIFF:
TRAMS AND

ONSONBY CLUB HOTEL,
OpposiTe THREE LaMra,

EDWARD QUINN (late of Gizsborne)
Has taken over the above Hotel.

Everything up to date.

“* Goop Wing Neeps No Busn.””

- iwalk of the  Railway Station
Wharf.
and Fvery Conveniuvnce,
Wines and Spirits.

n.

T H.E

a NCHOR HOTEL,
QUEEN-STREET, AUCKLAND.

J.T. GRAY............coivienn PROPRIETOR.
Wines and Spirits
only kept in stock.:
_ Good Accommodation for the Travel-

ling Public. :

of the Best Brandé

q ETTLERS’ HOTEL, WHANGAREIL.
_ ——

The above Hotel  is within two minutes’
and ‘Fown
Accommodation. Baths
‘Best Brands of
Ehreniried's Heer on

Firat-cless .

Proprietor.

TUKEEKOHE HOTEL,
PUKEKOHE (opposite Railway
Gate
WALTER REID, Propristor.
The nearest Hotel to the Ostrich Farm.
Horses and Buggies on Hire.
Cook’s Coupons Accepted.

o : |

McLEOTY ..............

REDAN HOTEIL,
KarTara, ManNgonvUI.

C. MOLLOY, Proprietor of the above
old and well-established Hostelry, begs to
inform the travelling public that Every
Accommodation is now afforded.

Stables, Paddocks, and Plenty of Feed
for Horse and Owner.

The Best of Wines, Spirits and Beers.

KATPARA HOTEL, HELENSVILLE.

H. PRISTON PROPRIETOR.

The Sporting House in Helensville.

First-class Accommodation, and the
best of Wines, Ales. and Spirits.
~ AUKAPAKAPA  HOTEL,

KAURAPAKAPA.

H. 3. MELTON...... PRopPRIETOR.

A delightfully situated resort for Tou-
rists and Visitors.

Spacious Billiard Room and every con-
venience.

CITY CLUB HOTEL,

'
!

SHORTLAND-STREET,

AUCKLANRD.

M. H WALSH,

PROPRIETOR.

WINES, ALES AND SPIRITS OF "EE
BEST BRANDS ONLY.

door.

HOTEL, OTAHUHDTU.

ST.A.R

Ww. ABBOITT ...._.......c.cc.ee..... Proprietor.

The Best Wines, Spirits, DBeers, d
QOigars, All the Comforts of a Hol;:\e, :gd
a good Tahle Kept. Cherges Reasonable,

the Rule of House. Co

and Civnltf . mmao-
es, Good Peddocks. Billiards,

dious Stab

HEOTERL,

ARANGAHAEKE
MAIN-STREET. KARANGAHAKFE.

Centrally situated. Coaches stop nt.- the
Spacious and well-lighted Roomasa,

raught. Charyes Moderate. Good Stabling

and Paddocking for Hlorses. Sampls Room | Dining-raom capable of accommodating 90.

nd First-class Billiard Table. Speight’s  Dunedin  Ales, also Campball-
Ehrenfried’s. Centra! Hall for Concerts

etc., i the largest in the town. Hotel and

Hall lighted by Acetelyne Gas.

A. MONTQOMERY Propristor.

URORA HOTE L,
VICTORIA-STREET, AUCKLAND,

Every Convenience for Boarders.
Fl;'st.-cla.ss Billiard Room.
Wines and Spirits of the Best Brands
only kept. .
8. SARAH PROPRIETOR.

S TERLING WAIHI.

Mrs E. H. PILLING desires to inform
Travellers and tho Public generally that
she_ continues to carry on the business
which was so ably done by her husband,
Mr E. H. Pilling, and trusts that his old
and numerous friends and acquaintances
will not fail to visit the Sterling Hotel,
where they will always find & friendly wel.
come a5 of yore. Commercials, Sports-
men, Theatrical Companies, and those
connected with the Mines apecially catered
for with reasonahle terms of 65 6d and
4s 6d per day, and special reductions by
the week for a term,

HOTEL,

Telegrams: ‘¢ Pilling,”” Wathi
N Leleg ing athi, Box
MRS. PILLING...............

PROPRIETRESS.

AEROA
Directly opposite Railway Station and

HOTEL PAEROA.

Nearest liotel

to 3
from Auckland. Steamers to and

This pew and commodious Hotel
with every mod ence
trBVelling ubljc_ ern convenience

FIRST-CLASS CUISINE
Hot, Cold and Shower Baths.
_ Mogﬂrﬁi Moderata.
. F, TY
(Late of Northern Wairosa), 1'roprietor,

is replete
for  the

ASONTIC HOTEL
CAMBRIDGE. ’
JAMES SINCLAIR............ ProrPRIETOR.

Wines and Spirits of Best Brands.
| First-class Accommodation for Travel-
era.,

TAURANGA HOTEL,
. TATURANGA.
Under New Management.
(Late of c'l". Rf:e NIXON
ate o arpenter's Arms,
Desires to intimate that he hnlngﬁézn?v"&
the above popular Houss, whera he will be
pleased to meot old and new Patrons., Ex.
tensive alterations and Improvements hav
been effocted, and Visitors will find ave :
t‘:giz::fgrt n;ld scolnfg:iam;e. Tarift meam-.{.’
o8 an r o .
Night Porter In wetea _..b“t brands enly.

S8TRAND




