
A SUGGESTION.

Speaking at Wanganui recently, Mr. J.
W. Palmer (president of the Licensed Vic-

tuallers’ Association) observed that the dif-
ficulties hotelkeepers had to contend with

“are so numerous that I scarcely know

where to begin with them. One is in re-

gard to prohibited persons. There are at

the present time some 63 orders current,

out of which I know about 10 persons.
That being so, how is it possible for me

to recognise the remainder unless I am

assisted by some means? The law can,

and should, come to my assistance, and

fill this breach by making it compulsory
fm the person prohibited to wear some

kind of a distinguishing badge in a pro-
minent place.”

A CONVICTION.

In the Feilding Magistrate’s Court one

.day last week before Mr. A. D. Thomp-
son, the licensee of the Denbigh Hotel (Mr
W. T. Hook) appeared to answer a charge
of having permitted drunkenness on his

licensed premises. The defence was that

the man received no drink in the hotel,
.but came there from another hotel. The

Bench, f however, ruled that the fact of

„ being found drunk on the premises was

sufficient to convict, and Mr. Hook was

,
fined £2 and costs, 6d.

AMERICAN HOTELS.

, Mr, R. C. Long, St, Petersburg corre-

spondent of the “New York American,”

, says that the American hotel system is far

. inferior, to that of advanced European

..countries.lt looks well at first. The

’ hotels. ar.e.,well built, well furnished —in a

tasteless, way—and far ahead of those of

Europe in labour-saving devices. Un-

's fortunately the personnel is even more ad-

vanced in labour-saving devices; and for

laziness, r loutishness and general unlicked

; shiftlessness .nothing sinks deeper than the
’.free-horn American who condescends to

. pretend to be a hotel servant. He is un-

reliable and insolent, and the civiller you
..are to him the bigger fool he thinks you,

j and the ruder, he behaves. The charges
p.ql American hotels are much higher than

~
.those of Europe. The summer hotel,

. with;, its unchanging menu, its grinning
black bell-boys, and its boarding-house
limitations upon guests getting what they

'

want, even if they are willing to pay libe-

rally, is a barbarism that would not be

tolerated in Europe. It is a barbarism

and a thriftless waste of time to expect

guests to sit idly on a high throne while

their shoes are being blacked. In cook-

ery, service and real comfort the best

European hotels are better than those of

America.

IN ADELAIDE.

The news that in Adelaide and suburban

districts reduction has been carried in five

out of six of these at the recent local op-
tion poll will not occasion much surprise.
It was a foregone conclusion that some

houses would have to go, this end no

doubt being attained with the aid of many
in the trade, who could plainly see that

Adelaide and its suburbs were over-stock-

ed with hotels. It is strange, however,
that Adelaide, with its 126 hotels to a

population of 45,000 persons, has voted

continuance. The number of hotels to

each of the five suburban districts that
have voted reduction are not to hand, but
if they are supplied with hotels in the

same ratio as the city, then the reduction

vote comes as no surprise. And it must

be remembered that the hotels in that town

are not nearly such fine buildings as those

of like business in our leading New Zea-
land towns. The Act giving notice that

a referendum would be taken this year
was passed 15 years ago; the issues to be,
whether the number of licenses be reduced

by one-third or by one-sixth, or to remain

as at present. Which of the two former

issues have been carried has not as yet
become known to us in New Zealand,

ir the Act mentioned as having been pass-
ed so long ago, it was decided that should

reduction be carried no compensation would
be paid for loss of license, the lengthy no-

tice given being considered in lieu of com-

pensation.

CHRISTMAS CHEER.

Paris consumed a fabulous quantity of
food on Christmas Eve. Nearly 100,000

dozen oysters were taken to the Central

Markets on December 23rd, and over

57,000 dozen the next morning. There

were not many left of the total of nearly
1,900,000 by Christmas morning. On the

23rd and 24th, 15,000 turkeys -were sold,
but some of them went to London. Pari-

sians also ate some 7000 geese. During

the three days preceding Christmas, the
Central Markets sold 116,7431b. of game
and 1,029,3231b. of poultry. Last year,
however, the Parisian Christmas appetite
was heartier still. Then 990 more pounds
of game were eaten, and 215,780 more

pounds of poultry. Eggs, on the other
hand, have kept up to a fair average,
300,000 having been consumed. But

mere was a falling-off in black sausage,
and some of the 120 odd miles of it pre-
pared for Reveillon remained in the mar-

ket after Christmas. Only a trifling quan-
tity of 105,4571b. of what is called pigs’
pudding, but is supposed to be frequently
horse, was eaten on the 24th, whereas last

year Paris managed to put away 156,6731b.
of the same delicacy.

60,000 BOTTLES OF WINE AT A

PARIS FEAST.

A monster banquet was held on Novem-
ber sth in the Machinery Hall of the

Champ de Mars; Paris, near , the Eiffel

Tower, when no fewer; than .50,000 dele-

gates of mutual aid societies sat down to

WAIWERA! WAIWERA!
HOT (Natural) SPRINGS.

'73rigfi ton of s&ucftfand.
Wharf long.

~r— Hot Baths

Boating
FisEing

Croquet
Tennis

cling
Driving

Splendid Hotel Accommodation Daily Communication. 2| Hours ’>y Steamer, 4 Hours by Hoad. Telephone & Telegraph.

HOT MINERAL BATHS FREE TO HOTEL GUESTS.

Unrivalled as a Health and Pleasure Resort. Fine Sandy Beaches and Beautiful Native Bush

WEEK END TRIP: 2Os.

See Settler.’ B.S. Co. Time Table. TARIFF MODERATE. Full particular, at''Office of Company, 22, Shortland-streetj

Cook’s Tourist Office; or from Mr. JOHN MENZIES, Manager, Waiwera.

(6" HIGH-CLASS DERATED WATERS.

| GI/NCEzR ALE. Purity and Quality. |
| Our Ginger Ale is unsurpassed for Quality ■ ■ All our products are made of absolutely |
X. and Flavour. pure water, the purest ingredients it is X

I It is the most popular Crated drink in possible to purchase, and manufactured by I
Auckland. . the best up-to-date machinery. I

.'i .' . TRADE MARK. I

i The WAI-WAI Mineral Water Co., Ltd. |
1Q TELEPHONE No. 1336. STAN I FY STREET, AUCKLAND. OJ
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star*garter hotel
house of coromandel. 1

Sample Floom Fkc to all Commercial Traveller!. Night Porter in attendance.
Speighfs Dunedin Beer always on Draught All Communications promptly attended to

Hot and Cold Baths.
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WINEAGENCY

Naw Zea land Winos
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WAIKATO BREWERY AMD CRATED
WATER MANUFACTORY.

Bottlers of WARD & 00.®

Champagne Ales
BEST DRAUGHT BEER, in s‘ .5, and 10

gallon Kegs, at 1/9 per gallon.
INVALID STOUT A SPECIALTY.

Order* by Letter or Telegram promptly attended'to;---— 1

G. L. INNES’ & CO..
HAMILTON.
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