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Sensational murder in a Sydney
hotel reported last Friday.

*

In the recent sly-grog case heard
before Dr, McArthur in We Lington,
he said that, for his part, if any -
quor was kept in restaurant premises
he would consider 't kept there for

sale,
. » *

Sly-grog  convictions, with the
methods of obtaining such, are espe-
c ally interesting to the Trade. In
gnother coumn a ful report, as re-
ported by the ¢ New Zealand Times,”
of a recent Wellington case will be
found. . . .

A charter has been granted to the
Town and County Cub of Master-
ton. This wil permit aleohol ¢ li-
gquors be.ng sold on the premises.

W #* * -*

The old -Pier Hotel at the corner of
Grey-street and Customhouse Quay,
We lington, is be ng demolished, and
wil he replaced by a threestory brick
building.

» * »

Tobacco was recarded as an offer ng
of pecu’ar adaptabllty to the un-
known powers ‘n whose hands the In-
dian conceived his fate for good or ill
to be. hence it is observed to figure
prominently in ceremon’es as incense
and as materia” for sacrifices.

L » - E ]

Constable Moore, of Rawene, has
been promoted to the rank of serpeant
atd is to be transferred to Auckland.

The erection of she'ter sheds for the

" protection of tram traveliers is being
cons derad by the Tram Company and
Ci:v. Council.

In regard te a new bridee to cross
the Cemetery Gu'ly, two proposals will
probably be subm’tted to the rate-
payers, one to erect a footbridge on
the site of the former bridge at a cost
of £2000, the other to erect a traffic
bridge n re nforced concrete at a cost
of £30,000.

L] - L]

Patrick W. Cor'ey, hotel manager,

of Wellington, has been adjudged a
bankrupt. The creditors meet 'n
Wel ‘ngton to-day.

u * * ®

In the Wellington Court recently a
midd'e-aged man, who appeared to
answer » charge of forgery, fel" back
on the time-worn plea of be ng under
the influence of drink when the for-
gery was perpetrated. Mr. Justice
Caoper, however, pointed out that an
examination of the cheque sufficient’y
showed that it was written by a sober
man in clear, good handwriting, and
the ev dence on the depositions showed
that the prisoner was not drunk when
the cheque was uttered.

Messrs. W. Strange and Co. have
secnred the contract for furnishing the
new Grand Hotel in Willis-street,
Well ngton.

. » » »

The po'ice returns for the Canter-
bury and North Otaga districts show
that 1537 caves of drunkenness were
reported in 1905, as against 1889 dur-
ing 1904,

L * »

A Christchurch tea merchant asserts
that there is more tea drunk in that
city than ‘n any other centre in the
colony.

- - - -

A young man of Blenheim attempted
tc k ss the proprietress of a restanr-
ant. She slapped his face, knocked
him down. hauled him up, and had
him fined 20s.

Among the colonal exhibits at the
Liverpoo! Exhibition New Zealand’s
i= sald to be the best.

W:th the prospect of nc-license be-
ing enforced at Invercargiil, the value
of a hotel in the vic'nity, but outside
the boundary, has exactly doubled
within the last two weeks, a price
equivalent to that ‘ncrease having
been offered and refused.

* * - *

A plant for giding sixpences so as
to make them resemble ha'f-sovereigns
has been discovered in Perth (West
Australia).

The license of one of the primecipal
hotels at Warren (New South Wales)
expired in October, but the fact was
overloocked both by the lcensee and
the authorities, and the sale of liguor
proceeded as usual. Some days ago
the ‘icensee remembrd the omission
and he mmediately closed the bar, and
the lawyers are now trying to find a
way out of the difficu’ty.

- » - »

In a new order lately issued by the
Admira'ty captains are empowered to
overhaul the w ne books and stop the
supplies of any officer who is found te
Le consnming too much liquor.

L] - *

In a police Court case n Adelaide
a witness ‘n giving evidence of a con-
versation wth the accused person
over the telephons w're, swore that he
had often had conversations through
the te'ephone with the aceused, and
knew his voice. The evidence was
then admitted. . .

A pecul ar young man at Waihi was
last week charged with having no
visible means of support. He in-
formed the Bench that he did not ‘n-
tond working any more. He was
sentenced to one month’s hard labour.

Painting and papering renovations
are be ng carried on at the Queen’s
Ferry Hote', Vulcan Lane.

L] + * +

The beer duty col'ected in Auckland
last month showed an iicrease of £195
17s over January - of 1905. The
fizures for that year were £1554, and
for this vear %1749 lzs. .

The we'l-known temperance advo-
cate, Sir Wilfrid Lawson, has been
returned for the Cockermounth D'vi-
sion of Cornwall at the 'ate elections

in Eng'and. At the last genaral elec-
tion he was defeated.
* - * »

Tn the Po'ice Court last week, Mr.
Kettle, 8. M., asked if proper super-
v'sion was kept on the racecourse
booths.  Suh-Inspector Black replied
that very litt'e drunkenness occurred
on the raceconrse.

- - - L

The Premier recently announced
that during the forthcoming session
proposa's would be snbm tted for the
remission of taxation on the mneces
saries of life.

* » - &+

“A Good Pul-up for Bishops,”’
«“ A Publchouse Without Beer.”—
Two signs in the windows of a “trust’’
temperance house.

* o * »

There is a possibility of the tram
iraffic in Queen-street be'ng stop-
ped, %o enable officient repairs he-
ing made te the asphalt near the tram
lines.

- n *

The clection of Licens ng Commit-
tees thronghont the colony wi'l take
place on the second Tuesday in March.
The same rolls will bo used as for the
'ata Parliamentary e'ect’on and 1-
censing poll, and voters may enrol up
to the 17th of this month.

* - * *

Rai'way stations n Dunedin. where
Lot Iuncheons can be procured, are
known by a peculiar sign bearing the
suggestive emblem of a crossed knife
and fork.

. - -

The petition for an inquary into the
Invercarg’ll local option poll has been
dismissed. Costs against the -peti-
tioners were a'lowed as follows: Pro-
fessional fees, 35 guineas; witnesses’
expenses and costs of scrutiny, £9 9s;
wtnesses’ expenses to be as per scale.

- hibition order

The baton carried by the police of
New York is made of extremely heavy
wood, coated w th indiarubber, and
whi'e it will knock a man down with
a single blow 1t will stun w thout
breaking his head.

* - *

In the Iocal Court last week a pro-
was ssued agalnst
Henry Eng.and.

A WHOLESALE LICENSE,

The question of what it s worth to
be a nominal wholesale beer bhottler
was before Mr. C, C, Kettle, S.M., at
the Magistrate’s Court last Friday.
Joseph Erhman claimed £22 10s from
Francs E. R. T. Peacock for money
alleged to have been lent.

Mr. E. C. Blomfield appeared for .

the p'aintiff, -and Mr. R.
defended.

McVeagh

The plaintiff, on oath, stated that .
he applied for a wholesale beer bot- -
tling 1 cense in June, 1904, in the de-.

fendant's name, for a business to be
run by the p aintiff. The license was
granted, and witness carr ed on the
hottling business.  Peacock was not
a partner. Peacock cameo to him
later, and asked him te lend him £25,
but wtness said he could not do so.
Defendant said he was go’ng to get
married, and wanted the money for
his furniture. Peacock then threat-

- ened to cancel the license, and ‘n the

eircumstances witness cou'd not do
other than let him have the money,
and paid him £22 10s n two cheques.
Peacock only borrowed the money for
two or three months. Peacock again
threatened to cancel the license un'ess
he got £100 to his credit. W tness
then sold *he business for that reason.
He ‘ost about £400 over the transac-
tion.

There was no one present when the
money was paid.

The defendant, in ev dence, said he
was a commercial travel'er. The
wholesale license was in his name.
He had gone into ‘t at first, as a man
named Morrison intended being a
partner. As soon as Morr'son was
put of it, witness was anxious to get
out of it. Owing to stronz appeals
by the p'aint ff, witness agreed to ac-
cept £22 10s, and not surrender the
license until the business was sold.
He (witness) was not in need of
money, and had p'entv at the t me.

Captain Peacock, father of the de-
fendant, sa’d he was book-keeper in
the firm in quest’on. He remembered
the conversation that h's son had with
Erhman. The ‘atter explained to
witness that he had agreed to pay his
son £22 10s. not to surrender the li-
cense.

John Morrison, I'censee of the Royal
Hotel, was then called. He remem-
berad a conversation with Erhman.
Ho said that Peacock had wanted £25
from him to ho'd the license. and asked
w'tness to use his influence with Pea-
cock to take less. .~ FErhman affer-
wards told witness that he had had to
cive £22 10s.

The magistrate
cision.

reserved his de-

AT HAWERA.

According to the police records the
cases bronght before the Court at Ha-
wera during 1905, under the Licens-
ing Act and its var ons amendments
numbered 86. The only case of
opon premises for the sale of I'quor
during prohibited hours was dis-
missed, as was the single case of ex-
pos’ng Yiquor during prohibited hours.
One case of permitting drunkenness
and two of selling liquor 4o intoxi-
cated persons were dism‘ssed, zlso one

of being on licensed premises during -

prohibited hours. Four charges of
self*ng liquor to Maori women were
dismissed,. and in two cases fines were
‘nflicted. There were 25 cases (one
female) of drunkenness, eight being
fined. Of the 32 charges (four
females) of excess've drinking, eight
wera dismissed, and 21 (including

thres females) were convicted. :

- a ten-gal'on keg,

. tents.
.direction the Timarn Brewery Com-

SLY-GROG IN DUNEDIN.,

In Dunedin last Friday, the keeper
of a fish and fruit shop in K ng-street,
named Fanny E. Robertson,  was
charged with having un’awfuliy sold
a coholic liguor on December 30th and
31st. The offences hav ng bzen prov-
ed, defendant was fined £35 and costs
£8 10s for the first case, and £3 10s
costs on the second charge.

WITHOUT DOUBT.

In the Ashburton Magistrate’s
Court last Friday, it was decided that
coming from a
brewery full, would undoub ed y con-
ta n heer. By the provisions of the
Licensing Act every package contaln-
ing alcoho'ic liqguor that s sent inte
proh’bited areas must have on it &
wr tten statement deseribing its con-
For omitting to fo'low this

pany had a case made out aga nst
them. The magistrate in d'smissing
the case defined a package as  some-
thing conta ning liquor, the a-tual ap-
pearanee of wh'ch did not g've any in-
dicat on of its contents. Such doubt
con'd not be raised in regard to a ten-
ga'lon keg of beer, which, in his
op’nion, was not a package w thin the
provisions of the Act.

JARS FOR NEW ZEALAND.

The we'l-known fact that prohibit’on
does not prohibit was agan to the
fore, when Mr. C. H. Champion,
speak ng at a luncheon at the Licens-
ed Victuallers’ Association’s sports at
Ba'larat, maintained that prohib tion
does not prohibit, but it d'é drive a
hotelkeeper out of his business and set
up n his p'ace numerous nnlicensed
vendors. One of the lead‘ng brew-
ers in England had told him that his
firm were just executing one of the
‘argest orders they ever had for two-
gal'on jars for the brewers of New

Zea'and, so that they might supply
people n  prohibition districts with
beer.

HOTEL RISKS.

The question of further hotel! aec-
commodation ‘s agitating the people
of Timaru, and at a meeting of 25
business people recently a resolution
was passed afirming the desirableness
of form ng a company to erect & large
marine hotel, and a provisiona! direc-
torate was appo nted to obtain offers
of sites, and collect infermation as to
cost of building, etc., and report in
a fortnight. One after anotherf spoke
of the "nsufficiency of existing accom-
modation, and the Mayor, who pre-
sided. said owners of hotels cou'd not,
and wou'd not, be expected to enlarge
their premises with such a risk before
them of los'ng their licenses in three
years. Most of the speakers advo-
cated erect’ng an .np-to-da‘e bui'ding
of 60 to 100 bedrooms, but a supgzes-
tion to erect one of 50, to be added to
i nsecessary, found favour. It was
pointed out that it was desirab'e to
have the bu’lding ready, *f gone on
with, before the Christchurch Exh'bi-
iion opens.

HOUSING EXHIBITION VISITORS.

Referring to the problem of what is
to he done with ‘them when they ar-
rive. the * New Zealand T mes’’ says
that Snporintendent E. Sm'th, of the
Christchurch Fina Brigade, estimates’
that the hotels of that e’ty cou'd ac-.
vommodate, at a pinch, 4000 people.
Boardinghonses could * put up’ 4500
more. while some 2000 visitors will no
donbt stay with private friends. 1t
the accommodation enumerated above
did not come up +to demands,. the
Drillshed might be secured, and here

‘from 700 to 1000 cou'd be provided

with bads for the night, and, as a last
resourge, the Hxh bition ‘authorities
might erect frame buildings, wth can-
vas coverings. Mr. Smith is of the
opin‘on that the authorities should
issue a handbook giving tha names of
all hote's and p'aces where accommo-
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