
SLY-GROG SELLING.

At the City Police Court W iliam

Clark and Edwd. Barrett were charged

ou three separate informations (Janu-

ary 20th, 21st. and 22nd) with selling
beer without be ng licensed so to do.

Sub-Inspector O’Donovan conduct-

ed the case for the police, and Mr.

Wl’ford defended the accused.
The Sub-Inspector said defendants

were partners in a restaurant busi-

ness, known as the Strand Cafe, s tu-

ated on Lambton Quay, near Martin’s
Fountain. They had been in posses-
sion of the p ace for some months.

The police had been in possession of

nformation that drink had been sold

for a considerable time, and steps
were taken to ascertain whether the

information was correct. In the event

of a conviction he won d ask for the

nfliction of a severe penalty for each

offence. The offence was aggravated
by the fact that it was not on y a case

of selling liquor without a license, but

the sales had taken p ace after 10

o’clock at night, when the 10 o’clock

1 censing arrangements for hotels was

on trial.

Charles Le Fevre, probationary con-

stable, said chat on Friday, January
19th, he and two other probationers
went to the Strand Cafe at 10.15 p.m.
A waitress showed them to a room,
and they had supper. Before they
went away they saw soma men ’n an-

other room drinking beer. The fo’-

lowing night his party returned at

half-past 10. The same waitress

showed thorn into a stall. After they
had g ven their orders for supper,

they were asked what they would like

to drink. Witness said ho would
like a glass of beer if he cou d get it.

The wa tress said he could have that if

he paid Is 6d extra. Tho waitress

went to a window and called, “ One

on.” A bott’e of beer was then

brought, and witness and his com-

panions drank its contents. On go-

■ng, witness asked whether they could

take a bottle of beer away with them.
The waitress replied in the affirmative,
and brought a bottle of beer, which
was paid for by Keane, one of the
probationers who accompanied wit-

ness. This bottle was in possession
of the polios now. Witness saw

C’ark, but did not see Barrett. Wit-
ness went to the premises again, when

a search warrant was executed. Two
dozen full bottles of beer were seized.

Mr. Wilford cross examined ths wit-

ness at length concerning his reason

for going to the cafe, with the object
of showing that it was with the inten-
tion of procuring liquor after hours.
Witness admitted they wanted to get
beer if they coud, but there was no

intention to endeavour to make de-
fendants sell the beer. Witness had
asked the waitress to “ join” the

party, but she had refused. Mr.

Wi ford asked questions concerning
witness “making love” to the maid;
but he only admitted asking the girl
what night she was off.

Joseph Keane, probationer, said he

went to the cafe under instructions.

He remembered the previous witness
asking the waitress to make an ap-

pointment. Witness did not' see Bar-

rett.

William Char’es Waugh, probation-
er, and Sergeant Rutledge tlso gave
evidence. The latter said he executed
the search warrant, and found a num-

her of bottles of beer and seventy-four
empty bottles on the premises

Mr. Wilford: Inside or outside?

Dr. McArthur: They were empty
inside, I think! (laughter.)

Continuing, Sergeant Rut edge said

Clark had wanted to know whether

he was allowed to keep a couple of

ga lons of bear on the premises for his

own use. Witness had paid for and
procured beer whi’e in the shop.

Air. Wilford: Do you know there Is

not one restaurant in town where you

can’t get a bottle of beer before 10
o’clock by paying in advance.

Sergeant Rutledge: I know there

are places which won’t send out for

liquor.
the defence.

Mr. Wi ford, for the defence, said
that on the night in question Clark

had no knowledge that these particu-
lar people received liquor. Evidence

would be tendered to show that on

some nights a
“ runner” emp’oyed at

the restaurant went over to a hotel as

many as a dozen times to procure li-

quor for customers. There was no-

thing in the Licensing Act to prevent
a restaurant-keeper saying to a custo-

mer, who asked for beer, “ Give me

your shilling and I will buy it for

you.” This practice was largely in-

dulged in in Wellington, and was a

method of keeping custom. These
three men went into defendants’ res-

taurant for the purpose of making
them break the law. He was not

saying anything of the ethics of the
matter. When the detectives got
there, they saw a young girl, and in

order to be more successful one of the
men began making love with the
maid. It was no offence against ac-

cused if the girl took a bottle of beer
from one of the defendants’ private
rooms; took money for it and did not

hand tht money over to her employers.
He then proceeded to ca 1 evidence.

Vioet Paton, waitress, said she had
been employed by the Strand Safe for

about a fornight. She remembered
Le Fevre calling with some other
men. He said he was from Rotorua.

He asked her to make an appoint-
ment. If anybody called for liquor
before 10 o’clock a man employed in
the house was sent across to a hotel
for it. She was no; a lowed to take

orders after 10 o’clock. She told de-

fendants that she wou’d get them beer

“if they would not tell the boss.”
She went to Mr. Clark’s room for it;
but he did not know witness had taken
it till the next day, when he was mak-
ing up his books. He - then asked
her how much she had charged for it.

On her rep ying Is 6d he said: “ You
had better keep it, but do not go to

my room again’”
James Carlyle, pantryman, gave

evidence as to his running messages to

a hotel for beer,, etc. for customers

DR. MCARTHUR’S REMARKS.
Dr. McArthur said he did not be-

ieve the story of the waitress. De-
fendants would ba each fined, £25

costs 3s 6d.
Mr. Wi ford asked whether His

Worship would make a pronouncement
in reference to liquor which would be
a guide to othei- restaurant-keepers.

Dr. McArthur said they would hava
to learn for themselves. For his part
if any Liquor was kept on the pre-
mises he would consider it kept there

for sale.
Mr. Wilford then mentioned the

heavy penalty inflicted. Would ’dhay
be given time to pay ?

His Worship said one ferson had

escaped. and in another case where

this was done he did not think the fine

had yet been paid. This was a worse

case. Tt was not only selling with-

out a license, but the offence was com-

mitted after hours.

Mr. Wilford: If these men had

£lO,OOO they would not be asked to

pay more than ££so.

Dr. McArthur replied that he was

sorry that wilful perjury was com-

mitted in these cases. Magistrates
coud not have given their evidence

better than the three men for the

prosecution. But a young girl had

gone into the box and declared what

he believed to be absolutely untrue.

She knew she was not tel’ing the
truth.

Sub-Inspector O’Donovan: All the

more disgrace on defendants for the

girl be’ng put in the position she is.

It would be better for the hotels to

be open than ths sort of thing take

p’ace.
Mr. Wilford made an appeal for the

girl. He said the evidence she had

given was exactly similar to what she

had told hm at his office some days

ago.

Dr. McArthur : I wil! not retract a

single word. She was not speaking
the truth. In reference to the other

two charges (to which the defendants
pleaded guilty) he did not wish to be

vindictive, and wou’d inflict costs

only (these amounted to 245).

Mr. Wilford: My clients have not

the money.

Dr. McArthur: Well, they wil’ have

to go to gaol.
Mr. Wiford: They have only got

the goodwi’l, for which they gave £BO.

Dr. McArthui’ raised objections to

letting the men go unless someone

went security for them.

Mr. Wilford said his clients would

be ruined.
Mr. O’Donovan said he had no re-

commendation to make.

Mr. Wiford: Will Your Worship
give them a day or two to sell out.

Dr. McArthur: They may out.
This closed the case.—“New Zea-

land Times.”

LOCAL DISHES.

When K ng Henry 1., in 1135, suc-

cumbed to the seductions of that his-
toric feast of lampreys, the dish by
no means fell in popu ar estimation.
On the contrary, although this deli-
cacy was directly responsible for the
monarch’s death, the lamprey became
a dish of such repute in the neigh-
bourhood of the Severn, where the fish
most abound, that the town of Glou-
cester was ordered to send “

a lam-
prey pie, w th a raised crust,” as an

annual tribute to the sovereign at
Christmas time. A few years , ater,

the citizens apparently al-
lowed themselves to become preoccu-
p ed with other matters at the festive
seasons, and this contribution to the
royal larder was overlooked; for his-
tory records that in the reign of King
John “the men of Gloucester gave 40
marks to the king to have It’s good-
will, because they regarded him not

as they ought in the matter of their
lampreys.” A pie continued to be
sent till the Municipal Reformation
Act of 1835, the city account books

showing details of amounts paid for

the ifish, and for cooking the same,
carriage, etc. Some years ago a for-

mer Mayor of Gloucester ascertained

through the Lord High Steward that,
hav'ng regard to the ancient custom,
her late Majesty wou’d be willing to

accept a royal lamprey pie from the

Mayor as a birthday offering and
token of loyalty and affection of the

citizens; and the custom has s nee

been kept up by succeeding mayors.
Lampreys, or elvers as they are like-
wise caled, are still highly esteemed
in the county as an art cle of food.
The fish, which closely resemble young
eels, appear in shoals in the Severn
and Wye about April, when they are

often caught by night, with the aid
of a lantern. A common mode of
preparation s to press them into
cheeses wh ch are eventually cut into
slices and fried. They are also pot-
ted. The harvest gathered from the

sea affords a pleasant d versity of fare
at many points around our coast.

The Yarmouth bloater is world-fam-
ous ; the Colchester Oyster Feast is an

annual function that may well be the

envy of every other Corporation, and
as a civ’c banquet yields precedence
only to the whitebait dinner at Green-
wich. Though the Cornish p Ichard
has recently shown itself shy of those
waters, it must be included in a 1 st
of local specialities. Both n its un-

cooked state and tinned a la sardines,
t is a recognised article of commerce.

That our pilchards have to be sent

from cornwall to Italy to be tinned,
thus incurring double sea-freight, is a

slur on our pr ncip 7 es of commercial
economy. The Americans will tel1

you, regarding their natural products,
that they ear what they can, and can

what they can’t. We manage the

former, but not the latter. The
marinated pilchard ’s, however, a

method of preparation confined to the

county, and is most genera ly em-

ployed by the Cornish housewife. The

fish are placed n a jar with vinegar
and spice, and then the jar is sub-

jected to a long baking in the oven.

Whre many dishes of local repute
need on’y to be known to w n instant
approval, others are undoubtedly an

acquired taste. As an example, one

may mention Laver, a dish for which
there is a great demand on the bord-
ers of the Br’tish Channel, particu-
larly in North Devon and South
Wales. It is made with a species of
dark brown seaweed which is scraped
from the rocks. On the south side
of the Channel t is prepared with
vinegar, and eaten as a salad or

pickle, while the We’sh mix it with
oatmea' and make it nto little brown
cakes. To the uninitiated, it is not

appetis ng in appearance; but judg-
ing by the enormous demand there is
for it in the vicin’ties named, it must
become more palatable aftei’ a longer
acquaintance. Another little known
tern of daily fare is the Ormer, which

is consumed in large numbers in the
Channel This shell-fish is

found on the rocks around the islands.
It formed one of the luxur’es of the
p

7 ace as far back as the 17th century,
since the following appears in. a

quaint pamphl et dealing wiL h Sark,
published 'n London in 1673, and en-

titled, “ News from the Channel; or

the discovery and perfect Description
of the Island of Serke, by a gentleman
bow inhabitng there, to Its friend and
kinsman in London.” Speaking of
the food of the island, the writer says:
“ For beTy t’mber, our three staple
commodities are fish, fowl, and rab-
bits. Of the first, a little industry
will purchase us a hundred sorts, par-

a large fish we call a vrack-
fish. wh ;ch we split, and nailing it to

our walls, dry it in the sun for part of
our winter provisions. As also a

arge shell-fish, taken plentifully at

low tides, called an Ormund, that
st’cks to the rocks, whence we beat
them off with a forck or iron hook.
’Tis much bigger than an oyster, and
like that good either fresh or pickled,
but ’’nfinitely more pheasant to the
gusto; so that an epicure would think
his pallat in paradice, if he m ght but

always gormandise on such delit1ous

ambrosia.”

WAIWERA! WAIWERA!
HOT (Natural) SPRINGS.

G7se 'Brigfiton of tffuefitand.

long.

.'W Hot Baths

Croquet

Bowling
'■*■<-. Golf

’
Riding

Splendid Hotel Accommodation Daily Commnnica! ion. 2| Hours by Steamer, 4 Hours hv "Road. Telephone & Telegraph.
HOT MINERAL BATHS FREE TO HOTEL GUESTS.

Unrivalled n< a Health and Pleasure liesort. Fine Sandy Beaches and Beautiful Native Bush

M?WITb rlsW>l>* •
SATURDAY W MONDAY. Oj|g

v’v’ JKjrfJßi 19k. JC/ .» HL JKW'JLJKr • Steamer Fare and Hotel Charges.

9co SettW SJ. Co. Time Table. .TARIFF MODERATE Full particularsi ai/Officc of Company,v22)

>.gbortlnndsrtrect;

il Cook’s Tourist Office; or from Mr. JOHN M.ENZIFS, Manager, Waiwcra.

C< OMMERCIAL HOTEL, REVELL

> STREET, HOKITIKA.
THOS. PALMER . . Proprietor.

CLate Cameron’s Hotel).
This Hotel is situated next to Came-

ron’s Stables, and has been renovated
throughout, and has every convenience
for Travellers, Tourists, and the Gene-
ral Public. Hot and Cold Water Baths.
Visitors will receive a hearty welcome.
Only the Very Best of Wines, Spirits,
and Ales kept. Board and Lodging,
Moderate Charge; Permanent Boarders
by arrangement.
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