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in the first half of the programme, does
some wonderfui tumb. ng, and appears
to be abie to balance h mself on any cor-
ner of his anatomy with the greatest ease.
Appearing unexpectedly throughout the
turn, he kept the house in roars of laugh-
ter from start to finish. The three Gib-
son girls, who next appeared, danced
most charmingly. and won hearty ap-
- piause for the'r turn. The programme
concluded w'th a series of biograph pie-
tures late.y i . ported from London, and
the curtain fell on an evening’s enterta’n-
ment that speaks vo:umes for the enter-
prise of Mr. John Fuller in h's success-
ful catering to Auckland audiences.

At the end of the week the Opera House
is to be closed for a fortn ght, when an
entire y new company will appear. On
January 20th Czerny, the magician, ‘s
billed to appear in a sensational pro-
gramme. wh- s: on February the 7th the
great Thurston, who has been mystifying
Australian audiences for some t'me past,
makes his appearance at the Opera
House.

" Miss Nelie Stewart passed threngh
Auckland on Friday last by the mail
steamer Sierra, bound for San Francisco.
By the same steamer Messrs. George and
Harry Musgrove and the ‘‘ Sweet Nell”
Company were passengers. Everyone in
the colonies will w'sh the company every
soccess dur'ng their tour of the States.

B - [ -

Mr. Harold Ashton left for America
on Friday. Rumour has it that he ‘s on
a roving commission for nove.tle.s.
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Mr. J. C. Williamson has every reason
to be gratified at the results of the past

year’s work in the various operatic and .

dramatic combinat ons under his control
(writes Mr. George Tallis}. As might
have been expected, the first places in
these div'sions were gained by the T%itell
Brune Company and the Royal Comic
Opera Company respectivey. The for-
“mer * went big’”’ wherever they appeared,
and the popularity ¢f the young Ameri-
can actress has now extended through
the lemgth and breadth of Australasia.
The New Zealand tour *n particular was
a remarkable one, and the returns showed
a substantial increase ahove those of any
former company sent to that colony by
Mr. Williamson.  Fhe Royal Comic
Opera Company was also entirely success-
fui throughout the year, especially in the
raally phenomenal season they had in
‘West Australia. The ch'ef pleces es-
sayed by them during the year were ‘“ The
Cingalee,” “The Orchid,” and * Veron-
ique,’”” the first-named Tholding the
weok's record for any theatre in Austra-
lia, The Knight-Jeffres Company ex-
per‘enced their accustomary satisfactory
conditions of appreciation until the ill-
ness of Mr. Julius Knight interfered with
the r pians, but matters resumed the'r
usual course when he returned to duty.
The short seasons of the Gilbert and Sal-
livan Company throughout- Australasia
were productive of excellent receptions
everywhere, and the approval with which
the ta ented company were greeted has

persuaded . Mr. . Williamson to ma'nta'n .

it as a permanent combination even after
the present popularity of the Gfibert and
Sull‘van - revivals has waned. Among the
visiting companies, that headed by Mr.
Andrew Mack was easily first, aud an un-
interrupted career of prosperity accom-
panied , b:s representations of Irish com-
edy from Melbourne, where he com-
menced it, to Auckland, where he ended
it. ‘ :

. . . - . -

The p.rod‘uct'ionl of “ Pinafore’’ by the ‘
Gilbert . and  Suilivan Company at the

Pr'ncess Theatre, Melbourne, on Decem-
her 23 was welcomed- by a large and en-
thusiastic audience, . The five yvears’ in-
terval which. has elapsed since the opera

was last steged in Melbourne has dulled

remembrance, so that the piece was al-
most like ‘a new. one,-an effect increased
by several ‘ncidental numbers ‘ntroduced
in the second act, chief among which was
a graceful -juvepile ballet: - ** Princess
Tda” will follow *‘ Pinafore’ as the first
of the four operas added to the company’s
repertoire s'nee it was last seen in Me -
bourne. . It has already heen played in
Sydney, where it was exceptionally wall
received, and Mr. Henry Bracy, who was
in the original cast at the Savoy Theatre,
London, and has seen every production
in Austral’a, speaks of it as the best all-
round performance of the opera that has
been staged in this .councry. Later on,
probably en Jannary 13, “ Utopia, Limi-
ted,” which is'to be ‘“the” feature of the
season. wll-be put-on.
- - - .

The universal popularity which Miss
Tittell Brune -enjoys in the eyes of Mal-
bourne playgoers was well exemplified in
the demonstrative reception she was ac-

house at. Her Majesty’s, Melbourne, on
Boxing night. Her _season there w'll
be an extended one, and Mr.. Williamson

will in all probability take the  appor-.

tunity of edd'ng one or more new pieces
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to her repertoire, hesides giving her ad-
mirers  further chances of seeing her in

roles which a'ready rank among her sue-
cesses. “ Leah “Kleschna  wil, of
course, bhe the. next. new p'ece stuged,
though a revival or two may intervene
between that event and the end of the
run of * Merely Mary Aun.”’

. . - "

The Royal Comic Opera Company, after
a long and succes<fri run in Melbourne.
went hack to Sycney last week, opening
with “The Gir’ from Kays at Her Ma-
jesty’s Theatre on Boxing night. Tt ‘s
perbaps ncedless to add that the weleome
accorded to the “ndividual members was
af the most entirely cordial deseription.
and that the enthusiasm d'splayed was, if
anything, greater than that which has
attended any previous n’ght,

- * * *

Mr. J. C. Willinmnson’s gonerosity on
behalf of the Theatrical Charities’ Fund
is wel' known, but the latest instance of
it *5 perhaps the most striking. To cur-
tail the scason of two most extremely po-
pitlar companies by several days and
thoreby obviously to reduce the box office
receipts by the amount which would have

: been received on the idl e 15
corded .when . she made her: entrarice - ceived  on . the idle days,.is :an
“Mere'y Mary Ann”- hefore 'a packed

example of ‘philanthropy ‘that even Mr.
WiTiamson has seldom. bettered.: .He had
his ‘rewatd. however, in an ungual fied
suceess which attended the open air fete

-at- Princes’ . Court.: on December 21, at
. which it is computed that 16,000 per-

S0ns were present.

LISH ACTR VSSES.—Miss Gabrielle Ra
Lena Dare, Miss Gertie Millar, Miss Hil da Antony.

Mr. J. O. Williamson has been fortu-
nate to secure the services of Mr. Gobrald
Coventry, who for the past few years has
been recognised as one of the most able
stage mangers in the United Btates,
where he has been engaged in ‘the varjous
mterests of Messrs, Schubert Bros. My,
Coventry w’'ll be remembered out here as
the manager of “The Belle of New
York,” ¢ The Casine Girl,” and other mu-
sical comedies. He will arrive here very
shortly, and brings with him the latest
tmpress ons of ‘“ The Spring Chicken,’’
‘““The Little Michus,” ¢ Veronique,”

-““The Blue Moon.”” ““The Catch of the-
. Season,’”’
"others of Mr. Williemson’s latest acqui-

“Mv  Ladvy Madeap,” and

sitions, all of which he took the oppor-
tun’ty of seeing in London before he left

‘for Australia.

- - - -

Mr. R. G. Knowles leaves Capetown to-

‘day (Fannary 4) for his Austra'asian tour

under engagement to Mr. J. C. Will'am-
son.  The bright little enterta nment,
““ Triflos that Trouble the Trave ler,”’
will be seen ‘first in Melbourne early in
Fehruary,

- - - -

Mr., Edmund Payne,
Ga‘_‘ety comedian, had the unhappy. ex-
perienes  the other n'ght

stage:  The ‘‘ hisser” gaye as his reason
that ** Mr. Payne reminded him bf some-
one he d'd not Fke.”

the London

T8 B TE] R e of beink_
hissed’’ every time he appearcd an the.

¥, M'ss Mar ie Studholme, Miss Billie Burke, Miss -

Mr. Weedon Grossmith says the Lon-
don public wants legs, not brains. :
L = - -

A theatrical expert in a London paper
has given it as his opinion that what the
publc want nowadays is *‘ something
with a stoxy in it ~ Having regard to
the number of stories constantly told be-
hind the scenes, there should be no diffi-
cu ty whatever in supply'ng this require-
ment to the full.

* - - -

_Accord’ng to the ¢ British Australa-
slan,”’ the sweet Miss Winchester, who
made a fortune on the Paris sugar mar-
ket, is shortly to appear in London. She
has the largest reperto're of ‘* dresses”
of any artist, and as for jewels—well,
¢ven the heels of her boots are studde
with d amonds. ’
- L L 4 -

The edi:or of the Russian paper was
threatened with death by an actor, who
thought himself insulted by an editorisl
er'tic’'sm. Next issue the ed'tor wrote::
—“1 have received a communication

. from the celebrated actor, M. Dalsky, in

which lhe categorically declares his inten-
t'on of kil*ng me. I beg M. Dalsky for
the one favour of fixing the day upon-
which his punishing - hand shall- strike.
me, 50 that T may. have time to settle my -

- ffairg, .and. to prepare -myself properly .-

for the journey.te the best of . all worlds;”
where there are no diseases, no news.
papers, and no famous sactors.”
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