
The Motorist.
(By “Petrol.”)

The English 1903 Motor Car Act ex-

pires this year, and there is a great deal

of speculation regarding what form any
new regulations will take. This depends,
of course, almost ent’rely on the recom-

mendations that will be made by the

Roya. Commission that is now sitting.
Motorists are very hopeful that some of,
if not all, their grievances will be ad-

justed ; but even the most optimistic (ac-
cord ng to London “ Sportsman”) does

not really believe that the speed limit

will be re’axed ’n any way, if at all.

Nevertheless, it may be likely that police
tactics in trapping motorists and the

tendency of county magistrates to infl’ct
exorbitant fines will receive a check.

There has been a large increase in Eng-
land of late years in the number of cars

fitted wth brougham type bodies, ar-

ranged so that the passengers can travel

with the greatest amount of comfort ir-

respective of what the weather may be.

This, in the opinion of an exchange, may

poss bly explain the b g demand there is

at present for high-powered touring cars,

for such bodies are very heavy and not

suitable for placing on light chassis.
• * •. *

Many Auckland motorists have been

away tour’ng during the holidays, and

these report a pleasant time, the roads
being for once in a wh le in good order,
although the dust nuisance still prevails.

The Austrian Government having re-

ceived satisfactory assurances that the

Vienna D amler Company could turn out

a desirable war-motor vehicle, recently
had one equipped. Every portion of the

motor, especially where the inmates

would be enclosed, is protected by heavy
steel plates, the wheels of the car even

being sheltered to with n a foot or so of

the ground. The only weak-looking
part in the turnout is in front, the bon-

net seem ngly being very poorly protect-
ed. The wheels also in front are ex-

posed, the designers rely’’ng on their
being covered on the outside by sheet

steel discs. On the back portion of the

car is a little turret, in which are studded
several holes, where the muzzle of a rifle

may be 'nserted in case the inmates wish
to fire at an enemy. '

According to the latest files the road
motor ’buses, employed for two years
past as feeders to the Great Western
Rai way, England, carried in that time

1,436,071 passengers, and ran 667,640
miles. Throughout the entire period of

running not a single fatal acc’dent of

any kind occurred to the passengers, the
public, or the servants of the company.

One of the latest important English
firms to turn its attention to the manu-
facture of motor ’buses is the Scott, Stir-
ling Company, of Twickenham. The firm
is at present executing an order for 100
’buses for the London Power Omnibus
Company, Lim’ted. Each vehicle will
be of the double-decked variety, and will
be of Brit’sh manufacture throughout.
The car will seat 36 passengers. The

engine will have four cylinders, and will
give out 22 h.p. at 750 revolutions a min-
ute. The power will be transmitted
from the motor to the road wheels by

means of an internal expanding parallel
clutch of special design, thence through
the variable speed-gearing, and lastly to
the differential box, which ’s mounted on

a new combination axle. The gear box
has three forward speeds and one re-

verse, the approximate ratio being 4,8,
and 12 mi’es an hour. The tyres are of
the twin type, w’th a 3t inch section.

Mr. E. J. Watt’s STARSHOOT, winner of the Alexandra Handicap.

The final match of the New Zealand

footballers, that against France, resulted,
after what is described as an amusing
match, in a victory for the visitors by 38

points to six.
„ ~ #

The Management Committee of the

Rugby Union have decided to accept the
offer of the New Zealand Government to

pay the cost of the return of the football
team through Canada and the United

States. It is possible that matches may
be played in those countries, and the

team wi 1 leave San Frano:
sco for Auck-

land on February 15.

The result of the cr’cket match between

Otago and Auckland is not to hand up to

the time of going to press. Otago made
279 in the first innings, towards which
Wilson contr buted 137. Auckland
started well, but the tail wagged feebly,
and the first innings closed for 215,
Going in again Otago made 238, Wilson
again top-scoring wth 88. Auckland
want 302 runs to win, a task which seems

a little beyond them.

Canterbury beat Wellington after the
latter had a great winning chance. In

the first innings Canterbury only made

71, to wh’ch Wellington replied with 152.
Canterbury in the second innings did
better, knocking up 166, and then the
Wellington men giving a very feeb’e ex-

hibition were all out for 50, and were

thus defeated by 35 runs.

Hawke’s Bay has beaten Poverty Bay
by seven wickets.

The Confidential Medical Agency
10, COOMBES’ ARCADE, W

AH. BINSTEAD,' Specialist, ‘ n n. . n g g t

ex33 From London and Paris. Queen Street, AuCK/Cind.

ADVICE FREE !

give advice free to all sufferers
from affections of the kidneys and
bladder, nervous, blood, and skin

diseases, and all troubles arising from excesses

of any kind.

£7 CALL! AND SEE US, WEJ CAN CUREPOU.
OFFICE HOURS: Daily—lo a.m. to 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, 10 a.m. to I p.m.
2 tO 5 p.m.

7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
ICI OH PARLE FRAHCAIS.

CALL and inspect our Stock of Motor-Cars. The Greatest Variety in Aus-
tralasia.

HAWKE’S BAY AUTOMOBILE DH’OT,
BYRON STREET, NAPIER
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10 h.p. Tonneau Oldsmobile, £330.

W. A. RYAN & CO., LTD.,
RAILWAY WHARF, AUCKLAND.

REDCLIFFE
Architects should specify REDCLIFFE CROW N Brand Galvanised Corrugated
Iron. There is none better manufactured. Lighter sheets of other brands must
be thiner, and will not last as long or give the same satisfaction. Contractors should

not be misled by erroneous statements, such as are advertised by rival importers.

I GALVANISED
i REDCLIFFE is the cheapest first-classIron in the market. The sheets are wider

I thus a larger surface can be covered with REDCLIFFE than with other brands.

( REDCLIFFE has been more largely imported into New Zealand during the last

20 years than any other brand, and experience proves that every sheet will be

®
found perfect.
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STOREKEEPERS.
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