hefendants were entitled to a non-euit on
he grounds that the Customs Depart-
hent was responsible, if anybody was,
ind there was no evidence to show that
he defendants were even in possession of
he goods. On the merits of the case, the
efendants were also entitled to judg-
nent. This was entered accordingly,

ith costs £1 1s.
WHISKY AS MEDICINE.

The *““Idler’” Magazine says that the
niversal remedy for the rattlesnake’s
Ete is unlimited whisky. The pioneer
itten by a snake usually has the remedy

hand, but if the jar happens to be
hpty he mounts his horse and gallops,
bt to the doctor, but to the tavern, and
boeclily fills himself up with the juice
at first cheers and then inebriates.
hxt morning he merely suffers from
adache, and is ready to encounter an-
her snalke. This gives point to that
estnut about the cowhoy who had
Ime eaat to  Maine, the prohibition
ate in which whisky is allowed to be
bld ‘only as medicine. The ecowhoy wan-
bred round, begging passers-by to tell
m where he could find a snake. “In
baven’s name,” said one, “‘what do you
ant a snake for?”" ‘1 want it to bite
e 80 that I can get a drink of whisky,”
ps the reply. .

' THE NECK OF A BOTTLE.

The.neck of a bottle sticking out of
arcel wae the cause of o Police Court
se last ‘Priday.” On that day in the
al court & man narmed Frederick Skeen
he charged with having procured intoxi-
ting ~ liquor for a ' prohibited person
hmed Arthur McKeown. The evidence
¢ the - prosecution was that McKecown
8 found sitting in a doorway in Pon-
mby Road with' s=ome parcels. The neck
a hottle of beer sticking out off one of
em caught the arresting constable’s
e. The defence was that Skeen did not
ow McKeown was a ‘prohib.,” and
at he (Skeen) owned the beer. The
ngistrate dismisced the. case, remarking
nt he had to be certain on the point of
ceen's - knowledge of McKeown’s prohi-.
ed state,

GIVEN 4 CHANCE.

ast Friday, in the Supreme Court,
lliam QOldham, Yately employed as com-
cial traveller for Mesers Heather, Ro-
on ‘and Co., appeared before Mr Jus-

tice Fidwards for gsentence on a charge of
having misappropriated about £102, the
property of his employers. His Honor
said that in view of the restitution of the
money, the excellent character given to
the accused by several witnesses, and the
recommendation for leniency given by the
employers, he wonld give the accused a
chance to retrieve his character. Accused
was convicted and ordered to come up
for sentence if ealled on. His future con-
duct would decide whether he would be
brought up for sentence or not. If his
conduet wersa mot good he would be
brought up for semience for this offence.

UNCLE SAM AND RCOTCH WHISKY .

A cowrespondent of the ‘‘Standard”
states that about a year ago the United
States Agricultural Department estab-
tiched a Burean of Chemistry for the
purpose of investigation and analysing
‘vod products. For some years previous
regulations had bheen on the Statute
Books relative to the purity of foods and
ijquors imported into the country, but
tad never been strictly enforced, owing
to the difficulty arising from inability to
fix standards; and when the Bureau of
Chémistry was organised one of the firat
articles to receive attention was Scoich
whisky.  This was primarily owing to
the fact that the demand for Secotch

“whigky in the States was growing very
- rapidly, and wnscrupulous dealers were

placing upon the market so-called Scotch,

whisky, which was in reality an American

eonenction, into which little or no Scotch

" whisky entered; in some instances ‘plain

apirits, colouring matier, Scoteh whisky
essence, and bead oil made up the com-
jound seold, and was, unfortnnately for

the public, In many instances used to re- .

31l “the bottles of well-known bhrands . of
imported Scotch. This practice was really.
*he cause of the investigation by Dr.
Wilev, chief of the bureau. When his in-
vestigations began a mnumher of state-
mente concerning Scotch whisky, alleged
to have bheen made by him, appeared and
~ansed some controversy. However, Dr,
Wilev went into the matter thoronghly,
and se a result of his investigations In
the TUnited States and after his recent
trin to Scotland he is satisfied that the
Scotch whisky sent over by the promm-
ent distillers iz of the very best cuality.
n consequence of the agitation some
lealers who had been manufacturing =so-
called Seoteh whisky in the States were
sompelled to purchase from Scotland.
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INIQUITY, IMBECILITY, AND SIR
" WILFRID LAWSON.

Under the above heading the ‘¢ Licens-
ed Victual.ers Gazette’ has the following
article on the drink question : —Whether
Sir Wilfrid Lawson is marching alone or
is fol owed by the noble army of reform-
ers that he believes himself to be lead-
ing; whether he is progressing in a di-
rect- line o his goal or is moving in a
circle, are points upon which the Apostle
of Abolition and the people of this coun-
try are good-naturedly agreed to differ.
He, at least, is transparently sincere; he
is logica: to his own satisfaction, and his
faith in himself and his distrust of the
people remains unshaken and unchange-
able. He doesn't trust the drink shep,
he doesn’t trust the publie, but his trust
in himself is sufficient to enable him to
make a bo:d stand against common-sense,
simple justice, and practical reform. The
times have swept past him, but he still
beiieves himself to be in xhe van; intoler-
ance has given place to broad and en-

digh:zened methods of progress, but he

‘will not surrender the thumb-secrew and
the block; in an age of dwindling preju-

- dice he is as luridly fanatical as he was

half a century ago. He would apply Cri-

~ mean methods to modern warfare; he has

no idea of other enres for disorders than
the letting of blood. But all the time
his sincerity is beyond suspicion. All the
world may fear that it is wrong, but Sir
Wilfrid Lawson is absolutely convinced of
his own infallibility. Fifty years ago he
banged an unoffending pulpit with an
eloguent fist and eried, ‘‘ National pro-
hibition is the one and only cure for Xhe
curse of drink.”” He was repeating him-
self, as glibly, as eloquently, and as logi-
cally at Leeds this week as he ever did
in the long and strenuous course of his
unreasonable, itlogical, and ineffectual
campaign. :

Half a century has not sufficed Ho
teach Sir Wilfrid that with regard to this
subject of licensing he has, all along, had
hold of what children call the mucky end
of the stick. He is -quite correct in his
contention that a license is granted for
the public good and that its renewal is
determined by - public considerations.
When a localfty has assumed such pro-
portions in the way of population that
the issue of a license i3 justified, the li-
cense is, or supposed to be, granted; and
if the neighbourhood increases other li-
censes may be added to keep pace with
the demand. Should such public con-
siderations as the misuse of the privilege

1005.

December 7,

by the misconduct of the licenase-holders
be proved, the renewal may be refused,
or should ithe locality lose its inhabitants
and the population dwindle, the license
will naturally fall into abeyance for want
of custom. And unless these considera-
tions arise, the man who has sank his
cupital in a public-heuse and has striven
to preserve a clean record and maks a do-
cent if laborious living out of h's business,
has justice and precedent to support his
contention that he should not be dis-
turbed simply because his presence is
hurtful to the conscience of Sir Wilfrid
Lawson or ahy other estimable but
wrong-headed person.  Because Sir 'Wil-
irl " cannot have him shified by desun
he asks, ** Are we to sit down under such
a miscarriage of justice—under such a
mixture of iniquity and imbecility?’’ He
himse!f answers ‘“ No,” but Parliament
and the country have said ‘‘ Yes,” and
until British justice can be proved ini-
quitous and fair play is shown Lo b im-
becile, the ** Ayes’’ will continue to have
1k,

What the Lawsonites refuse to aknnw-
ledae is that the people do not constime
hguor in order to provide the licensed
victuallers with the wherewithal 1r pay
theis rent and taxes, but that the publi-
cars are the creation of a public demand
for their services. People in Sir Wir'
frid’s social and financial position stock
their cellars without having recourse ‘Yo
the local hostel—they patronise lordly
wine merchants or attend the sales of
their deceased friends’ liquid effects, or
even import their potations in bulk from
Epernay or Rheims. But their reguire-
mefnits, which we hold in respect, are not
more important than those of the little -
tradesman, the mechanic, or the agricul-
tural labourer, who sends for his beer ag
he reguires it, and with such limitations
as to quality as his means permit him to
pay for. This elass of person does not
belong to the Reform Club or the Wel.'
lington, nor does it pay Carlton or Hotel -
Ritz prices when it would guench a ran-
dom thirst, but the thirst is none the less
theirs by virtue of honest labour and.
hsalthy living, and their right to quencl
it is indispuitable. Sir Wilfrid and his
adherents can only cope with the facts
either by opening Reform Clubs in the
rural distriets or enabling the working
classes to prooure their beer by the barrel
—to deny them the privilege of getting a
drink because they hesitate to pledge
thetr credit to the extent of a 36-gallon
cask is unreasonable. To tell the gene-
ral public that they mnmst either bend’
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Ouif .Ginger Ale is unsurpassed for Quality

It is the most popular Arated drink in
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MINERAL WATER Co., LTD.
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HIGH-CLASS ZAZRATED WATERS.
- Purity and Quality.
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All our products are made of absolutely
"puro wa.ter,'t‘he purest ingredients it is
possible to purchase, and manufactured by
the Dbest up-to-date machinery.
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“'PHE PREMIER HOUSE OF COROMANDEL.
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Sample Room Free to all Commercial Travellers. =

Spetght’s Dunedin Beer always on Draught.

Night Porter in attendance.
All Communications promptly attended to [

Hot and Cold Baths, i

GEORGTE LOBANM - -

PROPRTLTOR,

ASK FOR, and B8es thar you get ONLY

| Speight’s
Dunedin

Solc .Agents and Bottlers: A
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for AUC}(LAND. P

HIPKINS & COUTTS,
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Ales

CUSTOM ‘STREET - EAST.

EALANDIA
" WINE AGENCY |

Now Zealand Wines

-' CELLARS: :
-FORT-ST.,, AUCKLANRD, i

Tolophoae &87. P.A. Dea HOI.
~ SANPLES & PRNCES DN APPLICATION.

i

WAIKATO BREWERY AND ARATED
WATER MANUFACTORY.

Bottlers of WARD & CO0.'8
Champagne Ales

BEST DRAUGHT BEER, in 2, 8, 5, and 10
gallon Kegs, at 1/0 por gallon. .. ©°

INVALID STOUT A SPECIALTY.
Orders by Letter or Telagram promptly stiended ta. -

GC. L.

INNES & CO.,

HAMILTON.



