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OPERA hOUSE.

FULLER’S ENTERTAINERS.

Mr. Fuller continues to provide a lot
of good things for his pa'rons at the
Opera House, a.fact which they are not
slow to recognise. Un Saturday there
was a change of bill, and to greet it
there was simply ‘ a monster house.” It
was a case of standing room only some
time before the curtain rose, consequently
it was small wonder that the genial
John’s face wore a pleasad smile as he
viewed the vast audience. Miss Celes-
tine Delwyn sang ‘ Ain’t 1 No Use, Mr.
Jackson {77, and several coon songs. Mr.
James - Opie put plenty of life into tha
well-known song. ‘“ Off to Philadelphia.”
~Miss Florrie: Leigh pgot plenty -of ap-
plause for ‘“ Mary Kissed the Captain.”
Little Annie Tve was recalled for har
character specialty, ** If the Missis wants
to Go.”’ Mr. Sam La Mert's coon song,
“ YWhistling Rufus,”’ was a very clever
piece of work. Life’s Lullaby.” - by
Miss Lavinia Tyson was excellently ren-
dered, and this artiste was heard later
on to good advantage in the illustrated
songs, ‘‘ Two Congresations,”” and ‘“1n
the Good Old-fashioned Wax.'" for which
she was enthusiastically apolanded. The

Diamond Duo made their reappearancsa,
coon

their act, °° Bric-a brac’’ being
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much appreciated. Miss Freda DBran-
don gave as cormet selections ‘' L'Ele-
gante’’ and ‘‘ Alice, Where Art Thou 2’
both being most favourably veceived.
The &t. Leons {Gertie, May, and Phil-
lippe) gave a remarkable performance on
_the trapeze, and their iron-jaw art made
one almost regret they were not politi-
cians as well as entertainers. Mr. Fred.
Rivenhall commenced with ¢ That’s
Him,” “Don’t Stand There,”* and
“ Three Blind Mice,” but he was encored
so often that the writer lost count of the
number of songs given. An excellant
evening’s amusement was concluded with
a number of moving pictures of Edison’s
kinetoscope.
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HIS MAJESTY'S THEATRE.

“ A MOORISH MAID.”

The week’s run of ‘A Moorish Maid”
came to a close on Saturday, and proved
remarkably successful, thsre being over-
flowing audiences as the seasom pro-
gressed, and I understand that the pro-
duction resulted in a very considerable
profit to Messrs. Hill and Birch. This
will be good news to the friends and ad-
mirers of the two talented authors, and
I should also like te add my own con-
gratulations. The piece went much
more smoothly as the season progressed,
some of the principals losing much of the
nervonsness which characterised their
performance on the opening night. I
have been taken to task for attempting
to _indicate one or two points in which
the opera is susceptible of improvement.
Now there is such-a thing as over-praise,
and, although no one doubts the good
intentions of the writers, the way this
has been ‘¢ laid on with a trowel” by cer-
tain of the newspapers makes such com-
ments worthless as criticism, and 1is
rather unfair hoth to the authors or to
the perforwrers. . I ventured to point out
that even the verv greatest of London
successes are altered and re-altered after
their initial production, and therefore it
was unreasonable to expect perfection for
the new opera at the outset. That a
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talented writer like Mr. Birch ean im-
prove upon certain parts of the libretto
[ am certain, while, although Mr. Hill's
music is exceedingly fine, being at times
simply magnificent, it is not always in
accard with the spirit of the words. It
is pointed out that the box office receipts
are the only indications of success, and
this is perfeotly true with a professional
company, but with amateurs the per-
sonal popularity of the perfoermers count
for much. At the same time I think
that when “ A Moorish Maid’’ is touched
up a little it will take high rank as an
opera, and if it achieves a very big sue-
cess in the future mo one will be more
pleased. than the writer.
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«THE GIRL OF MY HEART.”

The initial production on Saturday.
July 8, of Miss Fitzmaurice Gill’s season
at His Majesty’s Theatre will be the
spectacular, military, and nautical
drama, © The Girl of Ay Heart.” The
piece was written by Herbert Leonard,
and was first produced at the Surrey
Theatre, London, where it proved a tre-
mendous success, and immediately caught
the fancy of Mr. W. J. Holloway, who
socured its Australian rights for DMiss
Fitzmaurice Gill. DBright and sparkling
comady scenes follow in rapid succession
on tense moments of dramatic interest;
and the vivid colouring of military uni-
forms lend picturesque background to the
brilliant gowning of the ladies. The main
deck of H.M.s. Challenger, where the
fine incident of the naval court-martial
is displayed, is enly eqnalled by the pret-
tiness of the military wedding. “ The
Girl of My Heart” is sure to appeal to
the popular taste <of the British pnblic,
who all love Jack- Ashore, and langh
with him in his joys and weep syvmpa-
thetic tears over his misfortunes, not for-
cetting to applaud vacifercusly his sen-
timents of loyalty oft expressed to his
countrv and his King. A pretty love
storv rnns its uneven course, foiled hy
the machinations of a villain in the shape
of a raseally major. but with the aid of
nomerons good friends the hero and
heroine are finally re-united, and all ends
happily as the eurtain falls. Plot and

“ A MOORISH MALID.”

counter-plot are finely worked ount, and
My, Leonavd has never lost the interest
of his audience from the rise of the cur-
tain to its close. Amongst a budget of
good things Miss Gill has secured the
rights for New Zealand and Australia of
a dramatisation of Joseph Hatton’s great
novel, ‘ By Order of the Czar.” Ta
those who have read the book, and their
name is legion, the pathetic story of the
beautiful Alma Klosstock will apneal tre-
mendonsly, and with an elaborate stage
setting, 1ncluding scenes of Venice en
fete, showing the grand ecanal brilliantly
illuminated on the occasion of the visit
of the King and Queen of Italy, ind the
Carnival of Flowers, Mr. Macmahon is

Frince Omar =~ |

confident the piece will prove an im-
mense draw.  Miss Gill will have a bet-
ter opportnnity as the ill-fated Jewess
than ustally falls to her lot in ordinary
ranks of melcdraina, and Mr. Chas. Blake
will appear in the romantic role of Philip
Tossythe, the English artist. Miss Gill
has brought some beautiful costumes for
especial production, which the manage-
ment are certain will prove the draw card
of the season. ‘

His Majesty’s Arcade and Theatre
Company has declared an interim divi-
dend at the rate of 6 per cent. ' )
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Miss Tittell Brune’s Christchurch sea-
son commences ou July 7.
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It is rumoured that a New Zealand
tour of ‘* A Moorish Maid" is among the
possibilities of the near future.
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M. Fred. Graham and Miss Nellia
Dent are billed to appear at the Opera
House next Saturday.
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Among new pieces secured by Mr. John
1. Sheridan are ¢ Naughty Nancy.”
““ Tha Earl and the Girl,”” and *f The
New Housemaid.”
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1 learn that Mr. .JJ. Youlin. Birch. joint
author of “ A Moorish Maid,”’ is leaving
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Auckland to take up an appointment on
the staff of the New Zealand Times at
Wellington. Mr. Birch has gained
hosts of friends here who will unite in
wishing him the best of good luck in his
new home. .
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Mr. William Anderson’s latest drama-
tic purchase, Arthur Shirley’s sensational
play, “ The Midnight Mail, or the Rail-
road to Ruin,” has been in preparation
for months past, and will be produced
at the Theatre Royal on July 15 by an’
angmented company. It will, it is said,
introduce the most strikingly realistic
incidents ever seen in modern drama.
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