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Sporting Topics.

(By * The Judze.’’,

Very substantial improvements are be-
ing made in the ICllerslie track. The old
plough is to bhe sowr with grass, and
this  should prove a good galloping
ground.

* * * *

The Avordale J.C. have received very
fair acceptances for next Wednesday,
and there is material for some good
racing,.

* * a

Now that the Autumn Meeting is over,
steps are to be taken to convert the six
furlong track at the Thames into one of
a mile, which should be an immense im-
provement. .

Mr Evett's compilation of weights for
the Easter Handicap has come in for a
considerable amount of consideration
during the week, the general opinicn be-
ing that the winmer is well-concealed.
The best treated appear to be Regula-
tion, Marshall Soult, Starshoot, Lady
Annie, and The Middy. O©n form, the
latter looks to he the pick of the bas-
ket, but there is said te be a doubt
about him starting.

* L »

The Sou'-wester horse Ngatarua won
the Neison Cup from Benefactor and
Coxswain. He was a warm favourite
on the x}‘lachine.'

- *

An advertisement of inferest to

totalisator investors at the comipg

Avondale Meeting will be found in an-

other column.
* » »

Regulation is to take part at the
A.R.C. Faster Meetirk, and o. Sceats
will have the mount in the llaster Han-
dicap. .
- W - -

J. Rae goes to West Australia after
Easter, and will take The Needle with
him.

The American, Mr Barney Schreiber,
must have a busy time of it. He hag, it
is said, 49 two-year-olds in training, and
in addition there are 50 yearlings to be
attended to, and Y0 mares expected to
foal, when last accounts came to hand.

It is reported that the insurance upon
the Engl sh stallion Donouan at the time
of his dectruction was 8000 sovs. When
it was reported to the owner, the Duke
of Portland, that Donovan's injuries were
serious and painful, he telegraphed that
the horse was tu be destroyed immediate-
Iy, without waiting for the attrndance of
the insurance agent.

- L] - -

Report has it (says the “Town and
Country Journal”) that the V.R.C, Com-
mittee will, at its next meeting, discuss
the question whether it is advisable that
bookmakers shall also fisure as the own-
ers of racehorses. While the arsumpiion
presents itself that a bookmaker’s inter-
eats as an owner and a laver of odds
may clash, and that there ig likely to he
an element of suspicion concerning his
noninations, expericnce has proved that
members of the ring invariably run their
horses straighter tham =ome of those
who, it is believed, regard the turf as a
pastime.

* - - -

What is the largest numher of raccs
that were ever run in day ? The lLondon
“Sportsman’’ recently mentioned an oc-
C&S'i('\n \\‘hr’n ﬂ’.lere were 1o f('wvr t-han a
dozen. Newmarket was the scene of ac-
tion, the day omn which Catch-’em-Alive
won. and +was nearly losing, the Cam-
bridgeshire—somebody tampered with the
scales, sticking a lump of lead on to the
bottom, =o that
wrong weight ; the story is too familiar
to he repeated. The previous afterni:on—
1863 is the date—it appears that a dense
fog rendered racing Impossible, and the
next day’s card was consequently swel-

* * R =

Tt will be vood news to many to learn
tHat coursing is not he allowdcdtio die oub
in Auckland. A numhber of enthusiasts
have heen succes-ful in their efforts to ob-
tain a ground, and a very suitable piece
of land has heen obtained at Oiahuhu,
Trmmediate steps are to he taken to have
this properly enclosed, and an up-o-date
enclosure will he constructed. The sround
which is cuite level, iz pear-shaped, and
will he about 70 vards hroad at the slip-
per’s end, and 200 yards wide at the es-
capes, while the length will Le akout
480 vatds.  Mr Tapper is thoe secrctary,
end a very energetic committee has been
formed to carry out the scheme. Al
theigh it is do rtful if the place can be

ol ready in time for this season, it is
certain that next year coursing will he
in full swing again ip Auvckland, for
much enthusiasm is being shown over the
matier., T wich the wventure every sue-
cess.

it would register’ the -

Mr J. Chadwick has heen re-appointed
handicapper to *Lhe Waipa Raecing Club.

The big event on Saturday will be the
Shrubb-Duffey  athletie meeting on the
Dowain. If the weather proves fine this
should be the biggest alfair of the kind
ever held in Auckland, for people who aa
a rule take no interest in athletics will
roll up to see the visiting champions per-
form,

* * * *

Canteen is a good deal famcied for the
Sydney Cup. If caught in a gallcvin:
humotur, the pgrey should be hard to
heat wilh 8st 2!'b, but he is {00 uncer-
tain to be relied upon.

* * . ® ®

Moceasin has heen allotted 1llst in the
Great aster Steeplechase, to be run at
Opnkaparinga. Colonel Shillinss is top-
weight with 125t |51h.

¥* * * ®

The St. Simon stallion, St. Ambprose,
has safelv reached his new home, the
Canownie Stud, in Canternhury,

Ed * - *

Gladstone is being kept up to the col-
lar with a view, no doubt, to the Avon-
dale and A.R.C. Easter Meetings.

> % # *

That popular old gelding, Siraybird,
the hero eof many a jumping race, has
been relegated to the shafts of a Luggy.

Starshcot has been scratched for btoth
of the big handicaps at Curistehurch.
No doubt the chestnut will e racing at
Ellerslie instea.d.;.

- -
What a ‘“‘cate walk' the DBrighton .
Hurdles would %bYe for Spalpeen ii he
could only be got into his old form.

There seems to be very little chance of

this happening, and even the 10st 71b
may prove too much.
* »* - *

A double event totalisator will bhe
used at the Wellington Meeting. On the
opening day the events upon which it
will be operated are the Thompson and
Railway Handicaps, while on the second
dav the two events are the Autumn and
Suburban Handicaps.

Wairiki arrived in Dunedin oh Monday
by the Mcnowali, and according 1o our
Otago correspondent, was looking in
very fair condition. Very comiortable
quarters bad heen arranged on the deck
of the Unicn liner fcr the Sopult horse,
who should be home again hy the end of
this week. . .

Soultfish, who had been doing very
taking track work prior to 1he Thames
Meeting, ran very badlv at that gather-
ing in his two starts. In his first cssav
(the handicap) in a field of four he ran
last, and never seemed to try.

L] * - *

C. Weal, the Ellerslie trainer, after
taking Inspiration to the Thames for
the Final Handicap, the last race of the
day, could net nrccure a rider at the
weight. He lost the services of Ben
Deeley through an accident, zs the ex-
ponent of the crouch style had his col-
lar-hone broken throusgh Klgar falling
with him in the Hack Race.

* N - L3

*

A useful sort of g gelding in St. Twi

was unearthed at the Thames Meeling
on Saturday last, who races in the
nomingtion of Mrs Anderson. Sol was

made a pronounced favourite, but could
never foot it wilh the chestnul scmn  of
‘tBrookby.'"
* * i * £
The race tracks at Ellerslis are at
present very hard through the Ilong

spell of dry weather, and the tan and
sard tracks claim all the attention of
trainers.

- - » »

Comment ng upon the shipping back
of Wairiki to Auckland, the
“Argus”’  says :—"Manv racing men
thought a{ the time of the accident that
Wairiki's shoulder was not really
broken, because the horse could lic down
and get up; but Mr Wood's diagnosis
proved correct. ‘The fracture was gn
oblique one, near the joint, and where
it has knitted there is a bonv growth.
At the time af the accident Mr Bradley
was advised to have the horse put in
slings, but Mr Wood was agaihst this.
He contends that manyv horses lose their
chance of living by being slung after g
bad accident. Mr Bradley eventually
decided to leave the case entirely in Mr
Wood's hands, and the leg of the iniured
shoulder was merely stung from the
hody. When the I[(ractured bone had
knitted, it was found that the leg was
Z2in short, and that the horse could cnly
walk with the greatest difficulty. Mr
Wood thereupon instructed g blac“smith
to make gn aluminium frame something
the shape of a hoof, and this was screw-
ed on to the horse’s shoe after he had
heen shod in the ordinary wav. With
the aid of this, Wairiki can now take
walking exercise freely. The shoe, with

the aluminium frame attached, can be
removed and replaced in the ordinary
“.a‘:‘,‘?'l

Mcli:ourne -

THE AVONDALE J.C. AUTUMN
MELETING.
The Avondale Jockey Club’s Autumn

Meeting will he commenced on Wednes-
day mnext, and if the spell of fine wea-
ther keeps up, no doubt 3 good many
will make the trip out to the course, 1o
reach which there will be special trains,
and plepnty of brakes and husses. The
sport will be commenced with the
Maiden Handicap, in which the piaces
may go to Seabird, Discoverer, and
Nervine. Eight are engaged in the
Hurdle Race, which -I’ellman should win
from Irish and Lingard. A good race
should fe seen in the Juvenile Handi-
cap, in which the chances of Devonport,
Foremost, and Ainette look prightest.
It is difficult to say what will start in
the Avendale Handicap, but if they go
Lo the post the trip to fizht out the
fnish may ke Alarana, Gladstome, ard
Strathaven. The wirmer of the Cheva-
lier Handicap will take some finding,
but Discoverer and Air Gun may tate
most beating. The Pony Race is sure
to give rise to a keen struegle, and the
three to catch the judge's eye may he
Orange and Blue, Girton Girl, and Lu-
crece. A gocd fleld is e:gaged in the
Railway Handicar, and perhaps The
Middy may win from Full Cry and
Geordie. The accentances will be found
on another page.
x - EY »

The Wellingtor Raeing Cilub's Autumrn

Meeting JLommences to-day.
x L] *

The Middy is doing well at Ellerslie,
and should be heard of hefore lomz. At
present this colt and Lady Annie are
the favourites in the Railway Handicap,
0 be run on Wednesday next at Avon-
dale.

L3 - » L]

A  paragraph in last weeks’s Notes
Stated that Mr Rox Woodward, of Mac-
Lkeytown, had presented Chas. Weal with
a useful sort of a jumper, but this turns
out Lo he am error, as the Auckland
trainer did not take the horse. It is
Egamst_ all precedents to look a gift
orse in  the mouth,  but ]
Charlie did. mo. doubt

L3 L ] - -

The Avondale double, the Avondale
and Railway Hamdicaps, have lieen free-
Iy operated om during the past week,
the favourite selections being Paratutu
and Gladstone coupled with Lady Annie
and The Middy. These selections have
beenn backed from 100 to 3 down to 100
10 5.

x L4 - »

An American authority in his notes on
the horses seen out in that country last
vear, says that Artful (Hamburg—Mar-
thp. II.) was the best two-vear-cld, her
principal periormance heing six furlongs
In Tmin 13 1-5sec, with 9st 41b up. In
the three-vear-old division he gives the
palm to Stalwart {Meddler—Melba),
who won g mile and three-guarter race
in 3min with 9st on his back. Among,
the four-vear-olds he declares for Her-
mis (Hermence—Katy of the West). Ie
adds that Good and ™ Plentvy and Fox-
hunter were the hest of the jumpets.

AFTER THE RACES.
THAMES JOCKEY AUTUMN CLUB’'S
MEETING,

The Thames Jockey Club’s Autumn
Meeting took place on the Parawai Rgce-

course on Saturday last, and although
the fields  were small (no doubt on ac-
count of so much racing round the

country during the last month), some
good finishes were witnessed. ‘The attend-
ance was only fair at the start, but after
the first race the publie rolled up in
goodly numbers, especially the fair sex.
Mr K. Hankins had charge of the barrier,
and as there was no complaints from the
owners or ‘trainers, that department
speaks for itself.

My W. Ring scored in the Auvtunmin Han-
dicap with Certainty, easily heating
Romeo, a 5 to 4 on favourite, who fin-
ished secomd, but heing a long strider
could not get round the corners.

This is the last meeting that will be
held  with the present grading of the
course. The Cluh, having secured the next
paddock from the Maorl owners, intend
extending the course from six furiomes to
a mile, thus doing away with the dan-
gerous cvorners.  When finished it will he
one of the hest racing tracks in New
Zealand, and the Clul) deserve every em-

couragement for catering for the con-
venienee of horse owners.

The racing started with the Maiden
Plate, for which Piper was installed fa-

vourite, hut he was slow in beginning.
Lilymea went to the front, and lasted
long enough to win by half a head from
Pamperia, who finished fast, with TPiper
third, 8ol fell durimg the race, hut the
jockey soom scrambled to his feet little
the worse for his tumile,

Only two started in the Hurdle Race
with Hakaria favourite, hut he easily
spoiled his  chanece by  inmpihg into the
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centre of the course, allowing Rolf to win
by nearly three-quarters of s mile.

The chief event, the Autumn Handicap,
saw _Mr P, James” Romeo a very Lot ia-
vourite, but the son of Lecluntis had to
cry a go to his lightly-weighted oppor-
ent, Certainty, who won rather casily,
Putty running third.

Three was the number that started in
the Pony Race, and after Prince Arthur
bad bolted once round the course, Mr
Hankin got his field away 1o a fair

start. The issue was mnever in doubt,
Storyteller winning easily.
The Steeplechase, "alwavs a favourite

race with the public, was won somewhat
easily by Reckless, who made an exhibi-
tion of a strong public fancy in Hylas,
while Hinau ran off.

The Railway Handicap had a field of
five starters, and the favourite, Libera-
tor, bolted away irom the rest of the
very moderate field. T1inker had  the
mount on Mr Hannon's gelding.

The Hack Race was the next event, and
was rather an upset for the favourite,
Sol, Mrs  Anderson’s St. Tui getting
home easily from the poor lot oppos
to him. A very popular win, indeed.

The TFinal Handicap had a very even
lot competing, and every horse in the
race was supported by their respective
stables. Millie, who is always quick out
of the barrier, had the lead from the
start, amd was never afterwards troupled,
Minna and Hector filling the places.
This brought a most successful meeting
to a close. ’

The evergreen and genial Mr Wilkam
Potts (as usval) worked hard for the
success of the gathering, and the same
may be said of the popular treasurer,
My Chas. Winder. This is the first occas-
ion on which the Cluhh have paid thes two
diviidends on the mechanical adjuster of
the odde. About fifteen pencillers, who
paid £3 38s for the privilege to bet, did
fairly good business.

TRAINING NOTES.

THE HU1T

MONDAY.
In view of the near approach of the
Meeting, active
operaiions are being conducted on the
training tracks at the Hutt. J. Prcs-
ser has now at work a string of eleven,
E. Cutts five, and R. Mason three.

Contrary to the usual order of affairs,
Cutts was not the frst to set the ball
rolling this morning, C. Pritchard be-
ing the earliest on the scene with De-
foe, who went twice round at a useful
pace. The Robimson Crusce gelding
looks well after his successful Nelson
trip. )

Matukuy went once round steadily, and-
continuing on sprinted home over g fast
six furlongs.

Kaharca (Price) and Signalman (J.
Pine) cantered once round and then
jumped off at the seven furlomy post,
registering lmin 31sec for the distance,
Kaharoa showing to most advantage.

Black Revnard was restricted o
steadv pacing over two circuits. :

Chryseis finished in front of Strong-
hold over sixy furlongs, run inp imin
16sec,

Lissa did strong work over twe
rounds, being ridder out over the last
mile.

Te Kainui, who appears somewhat

green, was extended the last three fur-
longs of once round. ‘

Tetai and Maui ran six furlongs on
the outside of the course proper, the
former showing to advantage.

Lady Wayward, who is a fine, big,
raking filly, did good three-yuarter’'s
pace over a round.

Machine Gun, who appears very well,

saw the end of five furlongs in Imin
3sec.
Nightfall did once round at g steady

pace, and going on ran home last from
the six furlongs.

Lady Lyonors did six furlongs at a
good, useful pace.

Levant was schooled over the hurdles,
jumping nicely.

Achilles, who had light rugs om, did a
steady once round.

Ghoorka did a couple of -ecircuits,
pulling hard for his head, while Exmoor
was allotted a similar task.

Position defeated Pardon over a fast
seven furlongs.

Boris and Flamen, separately, did once
round at threequarter pace. The latter
appears to be a trifle sore.

Ballarat’s task was a mile, the mare
finishing the last six {urlongs at a
good pace ; it was a good workinr gal-
lop. -

Golden Comb and Veneer covered six
furlengs in Imin 21sec.

A  number of others accomplished
taslte of a light nature. :

TUESDAY. _
Just as daylight was breaking, Cox-
swain, accompanied by Tirocha, ran a



