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THE BROUGH-FLEMMING -CO

It is a lonmg time since more genune jin-
terest was aroused in the advent <f a
new theatrical organisaticn for Australia
ihan that which is heralding the <oming of
the Brough-Flemming combination (says
the Sydney “Refrece’y.  Although up-
wards of two years have clapscd since
“the Broughs” left. the vo'd has never
been filled; but there ure strong indica-
cations now that, with Mr Iirou‘g%l and Mr
Herbert Flemming at the head of altairs,
Australian audiences will cnce norve te
treated to a repertoire of the latest Lon-
don comedies, played and mwounted in a
manner that would rellect (redif” on the
hest West-End T.ondon thratre.

By the Orentex last week Mr ierbert
Flemming arvived in Melbpuine, brinping
with him full details of the arvange .en s
made for the first veries of plays to le
presented by the new [(irm. Mr Biough
will reach Freenmrantle on the !st prox.,
bringing. with hin.  the 'nylish members

of the compamy—fourteen in  all. Mr
Brough and Mr Herbhert Ylemming will
appear from time to time, and in one

play, “The Walls of Jericho,” koth actors
will appear in parts reported to he par-
ticularly pvell suited to? them.  Mrs

Brouyh accompanies her husiand on the
trip, but has no idea-of appearmg in a
capacity.

professional The “Knglish

team” will be supplenvnted by a number
of Australien - artisiz, the majority of
whom left Sydney last  week per Mar-
mora for Perth, where active rehearsals
will eommense immediately after  Mr
Brough’s arrival. Kack play will be
staged in the same perfect manner with
which the name of “Brough” is associa-
ted, and practically everything has been
brought from l.oudon. ‘lhe Syndey sea-
the ('riterion Theatre

son commehces at

on Saturday  Aunpgust 26, Mr  Allsm
amilton, who will manage the tour,
leaves for Perth next week.

Harry Rickards, at the end of this
month,sends  another company to New
Zealand. The tour opens at Auckland on
April 3.
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Mrs Brown-Votter, wheo is bhusily re-
hearsing “Madame Du Darry” at the Len-
don Savoy '| heatre, has (according to an
exchange) sccured ax an  item in " the
Louis XV.,rfountfma of the play a gen-
uine 17th-century harpsichord. Mrs Pot-
ter has lived at Versailles, and resided
for a number of years in France, so she
iz well asguainted with the mise-en-scene
of the Du Barry’'s carver.
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An  American  whistling  romedian,
Heney Paft, opened at the Sydney Tivolt
last Saturday’ week.
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T. COLQUETT, the phenominnl jumper with Wirth’s

Circus.

CATFALO, who

leaps

A letter from MHemry Hallaws states that
he and his wife (Miss .Jorsi.hine Stan-
ton) opened at the Hammersmith Theatre
the second week in February in a sketch.
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1 take the following fiom the “Austra.
July 8, for a scasou of vight weeks in
Herbert Flemming will introduce their
comedy company at the Vrincess’ on
July 8, for a scavon of eioht weeks in
Melbourne. Mr Flemming. who is now in
Mcibourme, has toll an “Argus’” inter-
viewer that the company i as sirong a
one as could he obtained in Lnzland ut
present. {'our succes=ful plays heve hen
securcd, ‘Quality  Street’”  and 'Little
Mary,” by Mr J. M. Barrie; “The Walls
of .Jericho,’by  Mr Alfred Sutro; und
‘Peauty awd the  arge,” the opening
picee, by Messvs W, W. Jacobs and Louis
Parker, for which scvnery has been pre-
pared on the model! of the London pro-
duction at the Haymarket. The barge
itself is an immense affair, to he shipped
out in sections. The costines were purs
rhased on the riverside at Lambeth, Mr
brough has  been persuaded to take a

character part in the opening piece. Mrs,

Brough will acecompany him, but has no
intention of acting. Miss Emma Temple
is now cast for character 'parts ; ‘her old
women are a revelation.” Mr Mclntvre is
now in the same theatre as Mr  Tither-
adge, and neither is leaving London at

present.  Mr Titheradge is very keen on
coming to Australia, amd may do so
later on. Miss Beatrice Day will he lead-

ing lady, Miss Winifred Fraser the in-
genue, and Miss Kate Lee soubrette. Mr
Carter Pickiord uud Mr Thilip Leslie will
take juvenile leads, Mr Fdgar 1’ayne
“old man.’” Mr John Forde comedy, amd
AMr J. Paultcn, =on of Mr Harry Paulton,
hroad eomedy.
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The next prodnction at the Melbourne
Royal by My Wlliam Anderson s company
will be ‘Canille.”"with Miss Fuogenie Dug-

gan in the title rele. Cn Saturday,
April 8, “La Fille du Tambour Major,”
the well-known comic opera, will he

staged by a most competrnt company for
cleven nights,
L - " Com

After a most suceessful =iaxcn at the
Adelaide Royal, the pantomime of ““Sin-
had, the Railor”™ was givin a good send-
off prior to being talen to DBroken Hill,

» . * x

Miss Tittell Brune appiearcd in “Romeo
arel JJuliet” at the Theatre Rowal, TPerth,
for four nights. beginning cn Friday,
March 10,
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Sir Henry Trving will vizit Stratfora
for the first time professionally in April,
with Mr I A P'enson, ax Rhyvlock in
“Ihe Merchant of Veniee,”
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The Russian company of plavers ap-
peaviny in [ ondon recently did not meet
with adivuate support. A benefit was
arren o for them at the Havmarket hy
Mesers Harrison and  Maude.
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The theatrical companics thut visited
Adelaide  since the year Dbegan  have
heen widhjected to what is sarcastically
termed “the nimble ninspenny” taxation.
Last vear an act was pasced giving the
Commissioner of Taxes power, whrn he

at Wirth’s Circus.’

the Death Chasm

Al JJLT

MR FRED MILLIS,

The famous. Ventriloguist with Mr V‘Ha.rry‘
Rickards’ New Vaudevills Co.

thought anybody was not likely to stay
there earning moncey for a whole year, to
colieet a tax on daily earnings. This was.
stated at the time to be almed at thea-
trical stars earning high salaries, such as
Melba and Paderewski, but now it has
come to be ro saterpreted that the con-
missigner has sent out notices to all
members of companies.  liven the chrros
virls and the smallest child in Andoer:
son's Pantomime (onpany last week re-
ceived a sheet of taxation f[erms, intin a-
{ing that awounts varying from 9d up-

wards were due. It is not very likeély
that recipionts wilt  bother to pay the
iax, which they state 1s not levied in.
any other state in the Commonwealth.
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At Mr Peckohm's Tree’s revival of

“Much Ado About Nothing” ‘at His Ma-

jesty's Theatre, London, recently, a copy

of the following intimation was handed

to every person in the pit and gallery i—
T THE PUBLIC.

Mr Tree desires 1o ascertain dirvectly
from the patrons of thix theatre whether
they desive that the pit und pallery scats
shall be hooked beforchand, and with this.
view voting papers are given to cach oc-
cupant of these seats. In this theatre the-
25, aud 3s, and 4s seats can be booked
beforchand. The advantages of hooking
the pit ~and gallery seats are obvious,
and nced not here bie emphasised, but in
voting it should be borne in mind that
there may be many busy people who can
only make up their minds at the last mo-
ment to go to the theatre on any par-
ticwlar njght, and it is for their conven-
jence that Mr Tree has held hack from
looking these scats.

The voting in the pit was :—Yes, 413
Np, 105 ; 45 did not vote. In the gallery
the “aves” were 58, and the '‘nocs™ 158.
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“About the German Drama of To-day”
was the title of an address delivered by
irein last month in London at.
the Emerson Club. - Mr Greim said E:n_g——
lish plays of the present time were writ-
ten to fit certain actors, while in German
plavs the actors have in their minds the
ensemble of the wark rather than a wish
to gain a great personal success.
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M. Coguelin,’ interviewed by a  repre-
eentative ol the London ‘‘Daily Express,”
gives an opition adverse to the esiablish-
ing of g reportory theatre. He contends
that it is noi wanted, that there are not
eviongh, pldys tio.Jeep it going, and that
the actor-manager, whick is such a factor
in determining the dramatic’ suPply of
T.ondon, would - be an unsurmountahle
harrier to the neoossary . complete homo-
geneity among the actors, such as exists,.
Lie eavs, at the Comedie Francais. 3.
Coquelin adds  that  the povular taste
now, not only in Tmngland, but in Trance,
i« not so much in-favour of a hiph-class
theatre as -of a kind of music-hall. The
theatres which hest succeed, he savs, are
thaxe which come gs near to the music-
fiall as possible. >
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Mr Tree’s interesting theatrical reminis-
cenees  which - he retailed to a London
audience the other day, included his ap-
pearance at the Garrick Theatre, leman
Street, in ““A Cruise to China.”” Tn those
primitive days it was the custom of the
audience to express their approval of the
performance by presenting the players
with offerings of ‘fried fish. At the Bn-
tannia, Hoxton, a wider latiinide prevailed
at the annual “Festival.” for while the
netors  received  packets:  of -tohaceo,
cisrars, sacks, and ties, the ladies were re-
warded with corsets, stockinagr. scent, and
various urdergarments more. useful than
ornamental. Co




