
RACING CALENDAR

NEW ZEALAND.

FIXTURES—I9O4

December 28, 29, January 2 and B—Aucklandß.C.
Bummer

December 31 and January 2—Greymouth J.C. Summer
January 2 and B—Rangitikei R C Summer

January 2 and 3—Hawke’s Bay J.C. Summer

January 2 and B—Wairarapa B.C. Bummer
January 3 and 4—Southland R.C. Summer
January 4 and s—Westland R.C. Summer
Janu ry 2l and 23—Wellington R.O. Sammer
January 23 and 24—Foxton R.C. Annual
December 26 and 27—Reefton J.C. Bummer

Januaiy 28, 30,and February 4—Takapuna J.C. Summer
February 8 and 9—Taranaki J.C. Summer
February 9 and 11—Canterbury J.C. Summer
February 9 and 10—Gisborne R.O. Summer

February 16 and 17—Poverty Bay Turf Club’s Annual)
March 18—Northern Wairoa R.C. Autumn
April 1 and s—Avondale J.C. Autumn
April 22, 24and 25—AucklandR.C. Autumn'

NOMINATIONS.

January 6—Takapuna J.C. Summer, generalentries
January 7—Gisborne R.C.
January 14—Poverty Bay Turf Club
Feburary I—Gilborne1—Gilborne R.C. (special events)
February 4—Poverty Bay Turf Club, special events

WEIGHTS DECLARED.

January6—Takapuna J.C., special events
January 13—Takapuna J.C. Summer
January 21—Gisborne R.C.
iebruary 10—Poverty Bay Turf Club|

ACCEPTANCES.

January 20—Takapuna J.C., First Day’s Events and
Steeplechase

Feburary I—Gisborne R.C.

REMINDERS TO OWNERS.

Acceptances for the third day’s events
of the A.R.C. Meeting1 must be made by
noon to-morrow (Friday).

Final acceptances for the G.N. Derby
and A.R.C. Handicap are due on Monday
at the post.

Handicaps for he concluding day of

the A.R.C. Meeting will be declared at

9 p.m. on Monday evening, and accept-
ances for same must be made by one

hour later.

Nominations for the Great Northern
Foal Stakes, to be run at the Summer

Meeting of the A.R/'., 1906-7, close on

Friday, January at 9 p.m., at which

time entries for foals for the 12th Royal
Stakes are also due.

General entrii s for the Takapuna Joc-
key Club’s Summer Meeting must be

made to Air it. Wynyard, the secretary,
on or before Friday, January 6, at

9 p.m.

Handicaps for the Takapuna Cup and
First Steeplechase will be declared on

January 6, at 4 p.m.

General entries for the Gisborne Rac-

ing Club’s Summer Meeting (other than
certain special events) must be made to
Mr M. G. Nasmith, the secretary, on or

before January 7, at 9 p.m.

General Entries for the Annual Meeting
of the Poverty Bay Turf Club must be

made to Mr E. L. Maude, the secretary,
on or before January 14, at 9.30 p.m.
Entries for certain specified events close
on February 4.
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WHERE ARE OUR STATERS?

There is no questioning the fact that in

England and America both Australian

and New Zealand horses, especially the

latter, have earned golden opinions as to

their staying qualifications, and this was

the reason why Carbine, Trenton and

other colonial stallions were purchased

by breeders in the Old Country. This

being so it seems somewhat curious to

find that in this colony, credited as being
the very home of the stayer, whenever

there is a race over any distance of

country the number of competitors is

very limited, no matter how high the

stake may be. Despite the big prize
there is no getting away from the fact

that the last New Zealand Cup was a

failure, and was in addition won by a

horse possessing but few qualifications
to be considered in the championship
class. Of the Auckland Cup last Monday
the same tale has to be told, for both I
numerically and from a class point of

view the field was wretchedly weak,
while by no stretch of imagination could

the winner be considered other than a

fair handicap horse. What then has

become of our I.ochiels, Nelsons, ’
Carbines, Trentons, and the like ? Truly I
at the present time there seems to be a

pitiable dearth of genuine stayers,
although animals who can scamper over

five furlongs are more numerous than

ever. What is the reason for this

decline in the stamina of our thorough-
breds ? Partly no doubt it may be

accounted for by the early racing of two-

year-olds, which practice is greatly to be

deplored, but there must be some other

reason which is making the genuine

stayer an almost unknown quantity.
Bad as is this state of affairs out here in

England and America the position
appears to be even worse. In his book

entitled “The English Turf,” Mr

Richardson, a great authority on the

subject, when writing of the merits of

Australian and American horses says :—

“It should be pointed out that the im-

ported Australians differ very much from

the Americans, and as far as I can judge
the last-named are not so likely to

improve the English blood as tl e

Antipodean horses. Perhaps it is not

generally known that nine tenths of the
Americans are not pure bred. Some, of

course strain back to English ancestry
on both sides of the house, but a large
majority go back to obscurity, and are

no doubt descended from native mares of

anything but pure breed. The Aus-

tralians on the other hand can all be
traced to imported English sires and

mares, and thus by breeding with them

in England, it is a case of returning to

the old blood, which has been freshened

and probably invigorated by no incross-
ing for several generations, and by the
eminently favourable climate for horse
breeding of the land of the Southern
Gross. What is quite clear at present is
that the average American does not stay
anything like so well as the average
Australian. The rank and file of the
Americans we have seen in this country
do best at a mile, and few of them can

go no further than a mile and a-half.
Some exceptions there have been, notably
Foxhall, who won the Cesarewitch, as a

three year-old under 7st 121b, and I
need hardly write that no horse who is
not a first-rate stayer could have done
this. r J hat race, however, took place
twenty years ago, and since that time
hundreds of Ameiicans have been sent
to this country, not one of whom will be
handed down to posterity as a great or

even good stayer. I have no hesitation
in saying that English-bred horses are

better stayers than their trans Atlantic
neighbours, and that the Justralians
have a pull over us in the matter of
stamina.”

Coming from such an expert on the
subject this opinion must carry great
weight. At the same time it is to be
feared that, although the colonies have
produced fine stayers in the past, there
is a great danger that this will not be so
in the future. At present there are a

dozen races run over five and six furlongs
to one over any considerable distance of
ground, and this naturally has -had the
effect of an over production of speedy
horses without stamina. The racing
clubs can of course argue that if the long
distance events receive such wretched
support from owners as was the case wi<h
bo h the big Cups this year, then there
is no inducement to persevere with such
races. There is a good deal of weight in
thecontention, but it mustnot beforgotten
that one of the chief aims of racing is to

improve the breed of horses, and this
cannot be done by encourag ng the
breeding of weedy sprinters. The
question is a difficult one, but it should
be faced, for there is i getting away
from the fact that in ti.<• very home of
the distance horse the lej. itimate stayer
can be almost numbered upon the fingers
of one hand.

Bully!

Old Judge
Cigarettes.

RABBIT SKINS.

Jf* jYterrytCo.
BOND STREET, DUN DIN,

WOOL iND SKIN MERCHANTS,

Are PREPARED to PURCHASE

any quantity of

R*bbit Skins. Sheep Skins, Wool,Hides, Horae

Hair, etc., for Cash.

Consignments Promptly Attended to.

labele onapplication. Mo On—CTi iryal

The Canadian Studio
840 QI EEN NTHEET.
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"ARISTO - SEPIA" PHOTOS.
THE MOST PEBMANKNT.
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from Old Photos.

J. A. CLARK, Photographer
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JEWELLER,
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■UVaitclics.
Every Description of English. Swiss, and American
Watches, in Gold, Silver and Metal, from 10/6 to £3O

Cloclis.
The Best Designs of American Clocks, suitable for

School, Office, H ill, &c., &c.

TO ORDKR-

MEDALS, NAME BROOCHES, in Gold and Silver,
and every description of JEWELLERY MADE TO
ORDER, any Design, at shortest notice. See Samples
Sdpremises.

-A-. HOLDER
(Next door to Smeeton’a).

IT WILL PAY YOU ! !

TO ADVERTISE IN THE

N.Z. SPORTING REVIEW

IIQIFWI

PIANOS By

AJELLO AND SONS, Louden.
JUSTIN BROWNE, London.
CHAM’ELL AND CO- London.
JiBIITT AND GOUDOE, London.
F. HELMHOLZ, Hanovor.

Tho nbovo Instrument* are all fully guarsn

teed, and have won Priz-* Med-ls at

Exhibitions of the W.—i .

ORGANS Ujr t Make»—^ U°

DOHKBTT AND CO., Ontario, Chanda.
NEEDSAM AND COM Mow York.

Bast Vatan*4 TJnrtest Ten— offexod by any

How ta Mm Tatete. Oaß and inspect, or send
forOataloguos givingaDpartteulora.

F. MOORE A CO.,
Dteae* 10i|>stiri.

75, QUEEN STREET, AUCKLAND.

You Get Nothing But

11 Lasting Good

II From Its Use. T-*

wolfed Schnapps
Il A Tonic as well as a Beverage.

OUR

New Catalogue
OF

Photographic, Electrical,
▲ND

Sporting Goods

18 NOW IN THE PRESS.

WRITE FOR COPY.

CHAS. M. GUM MER & CO.
142, KARANGAHAPE ROAD,

NEWTON.
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