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AFTER ‘THE RACES.

HAWEE'S BAY JOCEEY CLUB’S
WINTER MEETING-

The Metropolitan Club of this district
. ¢gn assuredly congratulate themselves
over their venture, good attendance,
gpirited  speculation, and excellent
fiishes in the majority of instances
being the case at Hastings this week.
True, the .class engaged were not of a
top bunch lot, but Do dogbt this fact
had a great deal to do with the good
resulis accruing _from the fixture, for
ihe even mature of the contestants made
the task of selecting winners a difficult
one. The diversity of opinion led to
good betting, for when the figures were
totaled up for the two days, It was
seen that the good total of £11,147 had
passed through the machines, this
amount being £3102 in excess of the
sum handled at a similar gathering last
season. All of the officials were au
fait in the discharge of their many
duties, and the willing way in which
they were aided by the stewards, who
were ever on the alert to make matters
pleasant for their patroms, made busi-
ness hum during the two aiternoons.
With a good meeting in the Autumn,
follcwed by the one under notice, it ap-
pears as if the Club had turned the bad
Juck corner, and brighter days are in
gtore for this ofd-established racing io-
stituticn. I presume the wish is father
to the thought, that when the Hawke's
Bay executive draft their programmes
for next seasonm,  they will find them-
selves in a position to distribute more
stake money.

The Hawke's Bay Steeplechase at-
tracted a ficld of seven, Stockman being
the only defaulter from ithe acceptors.
Papatu was selected a solid _first fa~
vourite, Victory and Eclair filling the
second and third choices respectivelj.
Backers sized up the matter with a
good deal of accuracy, for the above-
mentioned two occupied the places,
though the second pick, Victory, was
hailed the conqueror. There is not the
slightest doubt that the Dreadnaught
gelding had tuck on his side, for had
Papatu been ridden with more judgment

and made more use of in the earlier
stages of the contest, honours would
have come his way. The Craclishot

gelding lopked in fine fettle, and when
he was allowed to daudle along while
Touhatu and Victory were out by them-
selves in front, it seemed to be a poor
display of intelligence on the part of
his rider. If he had been hampered with
a big impost the riding could have heen
understood, tut as he only had 10st 9lb,
which, it must be admitted, is only a
fair racing weirht, it was naturally
expected that he would have been kept
within striking distapce of the leaders,
Touhatu and Vietory, more especially
when the fact is talken into considera-
tion that when Papalu was hibtting out
that he fenced betier than he did in the
first mile, when he was going at a poor
pace. At the sod wall the last time
round, lsvening toppled over, and hefore
reaching the next obstacle it could be
observed that Ilclair was making bad
weather of it. Victory, who had prac-
tically speaking, been in command from
the fall of the flag. was the first over
the fence, and though Burns was put-
tinz in some arduous work on Tapatu,
the Ashhurton representative stuck to
his guns like g Trojan, and saluted the
judge with a hali-length’s advantage.
Touhatu, who swerved badly in the run
home, just got snuffed out for third
berth by lclair, who battled on gamely
to the biiter end, ten lengths separa-
ting him from Papatu.

Victory was bred by the Hon. J. D.
Ormond. His dam, Victrix, is a half-
sister by Gladiator to Morag, who ten
years ago won the same event.

The two Open Hurdle Races were pro-
ductive of a keem argument, more

especially on the opening day, when

Creusot and Archa fought out a great
d el for supremacy, the latter getting
ihe best of the deal, though Creusot at
a critical moment swerving from the
wnip just at the distamce post. Had
“and got the big gelding on terms with
Aroha hefore he applied pressure, he
vould have had no opportunity of gei-
t'ng on the inside of Rollo’s representa-
tive. A mishap which cost him the
race, for the time taken to get Creusot
straightened up again gave Arocha the
advantage when he required it the most.
D-foe, who had in company with Sun-
r us, been in the van for a mile and a
uvrarter, when the latter caved in, and
a bit further on Defoe surrendered to
Aroha and Creusot and, though the
Robinson Crusoe gelding never (linched
rrier punishment, he could mnot get
vithin two lengths of the winner.
“ivening did not run as well as she
rravipusly has in this class of events,
a~d no doubt her indifferent display was

in a measure due to the fact that
schooling over ecountry has taught her
ts get up in the air at the ohstacles,

v hich necessarily caused her to lose
1t me at the hurdles.
The Guesser, who was

fancied in some quarters,

a pood deal
was mnever

prominent, a remark which also applies
to the balance ~i the runners, with the
exception of Sunmos, to whom 1 have
previously referred. He was very
erratic in his lepping, and showed a
tendenc” "o run his femces down.

On Th.rsday, Creusot, Aroha and De-
for were again the leading lights, and
the former, getting a clear Tum, ex-
perienced no difficulty in placing the
stake to the credit of Mr T. H. Lowry.
Aroha just as easily silencinpﬁ;1 Defoe as
Creusot had accounted for him. Evi-
dently the Torpedo clan took kindly to
the obstacles, for it is only the other
day that Creusot made his debut over
the impediments, his record being—five
starts, one win, two seconds, and twice
unplaced.

Like Roseshool, another scion of the
Torpedo family, he made his first ap-
pearance and first score om the Hast-
ings comnvincing ground.

Another novice, also a Torpedo, was
successful at the venture, this belng Ia,
who without an efiort triumphed in the

Hack Hurdles on the opening day.
Ostiak, the favourite, fenced very
slovenly, and ran himself to a stand-

still after going a mile and a hall, and
finished a bad I[ourth. Omntario, who
secured second berth, fenced and gallo;-
ed well, but his efforts were handicapped
by his rider, who delayed his run rather
long. Arthur Ford, a bygone light-
weight of some celebrity, had the mount
on Ontario, and this was his first pub-
lic ride over the sticks.

Ia gave a meritorious showing, for
she never laid toe on the obstructions,
and the superior pace that she is en-
dowed with landed her a comfortable
winner. Her owner, Mr Lowry, musi
copgratulate himself upon the posses-
sion of such a good trio for fencimg pur-
poses as Comfort, Creusot and Ia, and
this efficiency shows = conclnsively that
Arthur Goodwin, their mentor, is de-
serving of a deal of praise for the
a.bilité’ and cleverness that his jumping

e

brigade are showing.
Warwick, another debutant over
hurdles, succeeded well, and with more

schooling should he heard of as a win-
ner in the future. Valima made a poor
display, and No Shot, who showed 3
bold front for a little over a mile and
a quarter, soon succumbed.

A couple of promising candidates for
chasery honours in Rhyl and Nadador,
both comquered at the meeting. The
former gained his success in the 'Trial
Steeplechase, in which event he gave a

finished exhibition of lepping, and,
though the class opposed was pot of
very high grade, he did all that was
asked. In his second attempt, Rhyl had
to strike his colours to Sabruer, who
showed more pace on the flat.

Nadador, who was a good deal ham-

pered by the inferior fencing of some of
the other opponents, showed a lot of
cleverness in getting out of difliculties,
and coming away in the straight had
matters all her own way. The cattle op-
posed to her were of a decidedly poor
order certainly, but the comiortahle
stvle in which she annexed leads to the
impression that when pitted against a
superior lot that she will be quite able
to hold her own.

Cavill, a useful sort of gelding, by Na-
tator, who last scason was potiered
about by Mr R. H. Skipwith, when he
was following his profession in this dis-
trict, got away easily with the Hunters’
Handicap Hurdles, but the others were
of a poor class, with no recommendation
for future success.

As usual the Ladies’ races produced a
great deal of interest. That gay deceiver,
Optimist, was on his hest behaviour,
and, well handled by Mr P. Neagle,
gained the coveted ornament for the sec-
ond time in succession for Mrs W.
Rathhone, of Waipawa. Kaipetipeti, the
favourite, was made too much use of, and
it seemed to be the height of absurdity to
ask the Monaco gelding to hump 12st at
a solid pace in front for one and a-hali
miles. As might have been expected, he
failed, and when - Optimist was asked for
his best it was beaten horses he was
coming at, which did not require any
very strenuous efforts on his part to
silence. This was no doubt the chief fac-
tor in his capture of the Bracelet, for he
is a horse of peculiar moods, and has
always given me the idea that he does
not like the battle to be too strong or
fierce.

Rags, who was piloted by Mr A. Hyde,
came with a big rtush in the last dis-
tance, and it seems strange that such a
cenuine stayer was not put the guestion
in earnest earlier in the journey. As if
was he beat Kaipctipeti for second place
on the post. Bandmaster occupied a
leading position for a mile and a-quar-
ter, when he subsided. Tyrone, who was
coupled with his stable pal, Mahiti, ran
the race in patches, but this must be
put down to his pilot, who did not dis-
play any talent 1in the management of
his mount. IDheck Turpin, ridden a la
Sloan by his owner, Dr. Papet, was
amongst the first three for a little over a
mile, when he fell back,

In the Necklace, on Thursday, with a-
quarter of a mile less to go than on the
preceding  afternoon, Bandmaster proved

equal to the occasion, and well handled
by Mr J. D, Ormond, jun., had no seri-
ous difficulty in stalling off the desperate
challenge thrown out by Mr P. Neagle on
Sleepwell ; Joe Chamberlain third.

A Bracelet run at Hastings would not
be correct without one of Bir William
Russell’s apropos speeches, and the gal-
lant knight’s oratory on Wednesday after-
noon was received as usual with a hearty
burst of cheers. ‘

The resuscitated Paria, whose Iront
pine had an unhéalthy appearance, never
left the issue of the Final Handicap in
doubt, for the Gisborne bred gelding,
who had the assistance of his trainer in
the pigskin, was first away and first
home by a good margin irom Rungarawa,
who had a length and a-hali advantage
from Repulse, the favourite.

Ice put up as usual a consistent per-
formance, for she got second on the
initial day in the Winter Hack, and had
one better on Thursday, when a clever
run in the June Haeck fell to her. Her
trainer, W. Whitaker, had the mount on
St. Andrew’s daughter.

Talune, who looks all the better for
the travelling and racing that has been
his lot for the past month, accounted for
Tce in the Winter Hack.

British Navy, a big son of Torpedo and
Fair Nell, started in both ihe Winter and
June Handicaps, his opening effort being
the most meritorious, for he led the field
a mevry bhat for nearly six furlongs. On
Thursday he was never prominent, may-
hap the first day’s excrtions having had
a detrimental effect upon him. Notwith-
standing his rather inditferent display in
his sceond attempt, I prophesy a good
future for him.

Many rowing supporters seem io be in-
terested in the i{imes of races (writes
“ I'rident,” in the * Sydney Mail"™").
These, of course, are influenced by circum-
stances, but in a general way they are
instructive. The best time made on the
Parrumatta course was by C. Nielsen in
Scptember, 1892, when he rowed the mile
in 5min 2¢sec and the full course in 17
min 464sce. It was a very good perform-
ance, although the conditions were fa-
vourable. The next best time was made
by T. Sullivan, who beat C. Dutch, June,
1891. He rowed the mile in 5min 19sec
and the course in 18min 41llsec, having
very fast water. In Searle’s race against
Stanbury, July, 1888, he covered the mile
in 5win 85sec and the course in 19min
53%sec. It was a finc performance, and
took & lot of rowing to de it. Edward
Trickett, in a westerly gale, beat W.
Beach, July, 1883, rowing the mile in
6min 2sec and the course in 20min 1lsec.
Trickeit’s watermanship was much ad-
mired, and it was a gpreat performance.
Beach was not clever cnough for the fol-
lowing sea. C. Stephenson beat C. Dutch
in very good time, January 1891, cover-
ing the mile in 5min 58scc and the course
in 19min 584sec. When Beach beat Han-
lan the first time (Augusti, 1884}, the
latter led at the mile in 6min 9sec, but
the former won in 20min 28%sec. It is
worthy of comment that when Stanbury
beat O’Connor, the Canadian (June,
1890), the mile was 6min 7sec and the
course 20min 2834sec. Hanlan led Clifford
in the mile in 5min 38sec, and completed
the course in 21min 4sec (February,
1885). Kemp beat Hanlan in May, 1888,
rowing the mile in 6min ltsec and the
course in 21min 25see. 1ln June, 1859,
James Punch beat H. White, an English
sculler, over the top mile of the course in
5min 35sec. This was in fixed seats and
in what would now be considered out of
date boats. The races mentioned ebove
were rowed with a favourable tide, ex-
cepting one or two of them. A race
which must be included in this list was
that between Nielsen and M'Lean (July
1889), when the former covered the mile
in 5min 37sec, and the latter completed
the course in 20min 37scc. The slowest
race of which there is a record was when
George Perkins, of Iingland, beat D.
Libeau, in December, 1888. The time was
half-an-hour. On the Thames zourse wlat
is believed to be a mile was 1owed by
Niel Matterson in 4min 40sec; by G.
Bubear, in 4min 4&sec ; by Matterson, in
4min 50sec ; by Beach, in 4min Slsec ; by
Searle, in 4min 53sec ; and by Sullivan,
in 5min 18sec. Hanlan’s time for this
mile is unknown.

BRIEF, BUT TOSITIVE.
R ALEXANDER MILLER, the well-
known builder, of Roslyn, is not
lavish with words. He says what he has
to say briefly and to the point. Writing
under date May 19, Mr Miller says—“1
suffered from rheumatism in my heel for
two months, and was cured by Rbheumo in
two or three days. 1 can rccommend it
to any one suffering from the same com-
plaint.”” It is a volume in a nuishell,
Two months’ agony cured in two days!
“T can recommend it,”” says Mr Miller,
You can believe him. Rheumo is sold by
all chemists and storekeepers at 2s 6d
and 4s 6d per bottle.

Kempthorne, Prosser and Co., Wholesale
Agents.

INTER- PROVINCIAL.

{From Our Own Correspondents.)

CANTERBURY.

Christchurch, June 29.

While doging a six furlong gallop on
Thursday morning, Shellback faltered
and was pulled up. When he was
brought back to his box he dropped

down dead. The son of Nelson failed to
distinguish himself on the race track.

On her Dunedin running in May, Cath-
erine Gordon possesses an excellent
chance of winning the Winter Hurdle
Race at Wellington.

A hox has been emgaged ior Waiwera
at W. J. Taggart’s during the progress
of the Grand National Meeting.

Huiku is showing splendid formx over
the hurdles just now, his jumping being
especially good.

The Mohican is being trained in com-
pany with Huku, and up to the present
has shown very fair form in his jumping
CS5ay8.

It is announced that a limited number
of approved wmares may be bogked to

visit Clanranald this season. Hitherto
Clanronald has been confined to his
owner’'s stud. His success has been

really remarkhahle.

The Bill oi Portland horse, Treadmiil,
will take up stud dulies this season,
from which it may be concluded that
this brilliant horse has finished his rac-
ing career, Treadmill won classic
races over short and long courses, his

victories proving conclusively that he
could stay well.

I hear that Mr G. Palmer bas pur-
chased +the Australian-bred filly by

Grafton—Equipoise, and has placed her
into Clark’s hands. Mr Palmer also
owns ihe Grafton—Choir Girl colt.

News from the Wesi Coast state that
Roseal is going along nicely in his Cup
preparation. The coll will npot be ask-
ed to do much racing before Cup day.

Last year’s Cup winner, Canteen, has
come in for some support for the big
race next MNovember, bul as the son of
Castor is engaged in the Melbourne
Cup, backers would be wise to await
owner's inientions before backing the
horse to any extent for the New Zea-
land Cup. '

It is pleasant 1o record Mr Sam
Brown's win with Vietory in the
Hawke's DBay Steeplechase. The Ash-
burton owner is an enbhusiastic sup-
porter of steeplechasing, and his win at
Hawke’s Bay is the most important he
has yet attained. Victory was bred in
Hawke's Bay, being by Dreadnought.
Before being bought by his present
owner he ran .in the colours of the Hon.
J. D. Ormond.

The Canterbury Jockey Club has re-
ceived excellent entries for the majority
of the important races to he decided at
the Grand National Meeting, a record
being established in the Winter Cup, in
which fifty-four horses are engaged.

On paper, the field in the Grand Na-
tional Steeplechase looks a poor one,
but the big hurdle race has attracted
all the best hurdle racers in the coleny.
The North Island is especially well-rc
resenled in jumping events, a fair num-
1berd having been nominated from Auck-
and.

Joe Chamberlain is the first of the
New Zealand Cup Candidates to win two
races since the appearance of the nomi-
nations. The Bonnie Scotland colt must
be above the average.

Several new aspirants to burdle race
honours figure in this year's Grand Na-
tional, notably Kremlin, Regulation,
Ostiak, The Mohican. Ostiak has won
his maiden race over hurdles, and is
sure tc come into favour for the big
race at Riccarton.

WELLINGTON

Wellington, June 28.

The Wellington Racing Club have re-
ceived capital nominations for their
Winter Steeglechase Meeting. The Steepie-
chase candidates are, with the exception
of Haydn, The Guard, and Plain Bill
much of a class, and the latter pair have
been laid aside so long that it is unlikely
anything approaching their best form
will be displayed. Fstimating the pair as
back numbers, Haydn is left a class by
himgelf. Papatu, Comiort, Moccasin,
Slow Tom, Aka Aka, Eclair and Cres-
pin may be expected to show improve-
ment as they become proficient over
country, while Pipi, Papanui, Rowlock,
Victory, Princess of Thule, Kaitere, Star
and Towhatu are clever fencers, but are
not endowed with .sufficient pace to cope
with a number of hurdle horses lately
put to steeplechasing. KEven under light
imposts they ean have nothing more
than jumpers’ chances. The Guard and



