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Jhe Motorist. f
T (By * Petrol.”) |

The afterncon runs of the Auckland
Automobile Association were resumed
on Saturday last. Owing to the short,
notice given to the members only six
cars turned out. The run was from
Svmond Street through Onehunga and
Mangere to Otahuhu. = Afternoon tea
was baken at the Criterion Hotel. The

roads were in finer condition, but there

ig immense room for improvement. The
tollowing took part in the run ;—Mr
Leyland and party, 9 h.p. Darracq ;
Mr Stuart Milne and party, 9 h.p.
Darracy ; Mr Chambers and party, 12
h.p. De Dion; Mr Cleave an;l visitor,
Oldsmobile ; Mr Cleave, Junr., and
visitor, Locumobile ; and Mr McCoskrie
and visitor, 3} h.p. Star. It is to bhe
hoped that a bigger muster will attend
the rup next Saturday. Cars will meet
at Dr. Raynor's residence, Symond
Street, at 2 p.m.

- [ - e

A pood run was made on Saturday
last by Mr Will Atkim with a new
Vauxhall car. Leaving town at 9 a.m.,
it was decided to run out to the resi-
dence of the Hon. 1o, Mitchelson on the
West Coast. The distance is about 38
iniles, and the road beyond Waimauku
is described as atrocious, hills and ruts
being the order of the day. The car
came successfully through the test, and
returned to town on Sunday, and has
now the homour of being the first motor
te reach Mr Mitchelson's West Coast
dwelling.

. * * * * .

The C(ueen has recently developed a
keen enthusiasm for motoring, and is
said to have decided to buy a car for
herself.

» ] L .

Mr Andrew Carnegie is having a fire-
proof garage huilt in New York of
marble and brick, costing £4000.

- L] - -

The annual general meeting of the
menbers of the Auckland Automobile
Association will be held at the Club
‘Rooms, Queen Street, on Wednesday,
May 25th, at 8 p.m. Nominations for

election of officers for the ensuing year
‘gshould bhe forwarded to Mr Arthur
Cleave, hun. secretary, on or before

Monday, May 23rd.
F I3 *

The motor event of the week has been
the arrival of the two 1004 models of
the 12 h.p. Darracgqs to the order of Dr.
Purchas apd Mr A. Cleave. Iiven the
agents, Messrs Skeats and Bockeart,
are surprised at the wonderiul improve-
ments that have been made in  this
vear's models. I had a run on Sundav
in one of these cars with temporary
seats rigged up, and I must confess it
was the most enjoyable ride 1 have had.
Space was simply. annihilated and.the
smeoth running was delightful. © Ore of
the most original things atout their
constructicn is the ‘‘chassis cuirasse,”
in which the pressed steel frame is ex-
terdcad in the form of 3 hroad flange or
weh to act as a support for the engine
and gear box in the place of the usual
secondary frame. It is-pressed out of
one plate, which is suhjected to a
variety of operations in-a powerful and
costly press of special desigm, a rec-
tangular piece being cut out to receive
the motor and gear box, and then the
"plate is pressed with U shaped side
members and folded up te join the cross
pieces. The broad webs and absencé of
joints give a remarkable stiffness and
strength to the iframe supporiing the
mechanism and protecting it from dust

and mud. At the same time it is very
light. The design of the frame is also
pew. In the old types the straight
frames had, of course, to allow of suli-
cient clearance for the propeller-shaft
and defferential, but in the new cars the
frame curves down from the back, where
it has to give this clearance, and thus
from the defferentia}l forward it is some
inches lower than usual. The carriage
body is, of course, straight, since it is
carried along outside the raised part of
the frame. With the tires inflated the
distance of the carriage body from the
ground is only 22} inches. In the engine
fhe cylinders are cast separately, and
the valves are now on the same side,
as with the fairly high compressions
used in the Darracg motors it was
found preferable to suppress the exhaust
valve chamber on the opposite side. The
sparking plug is on the top of the com-
bustion chamber above the inlei valve.
The carburetor is very simple, ard is
composed of exactly seven parts, includ-
ing- the needle valve. It is throttled by
a  sliding valve which, on being pushed
forward, partly closes the aperture to
the induction pipe. There are .several
improvements in constructional details
such as the forging ol the sector and
steering connection i one piece, and,
in fact, the terXency generally is to re-
duce the number of parts as much as
possible.  Another  good feature that
commends itself to me is that the new
petrol tank is placed under "the seat,
and will hold ten gallons of oil.

- - » *

One of the surprises of the near future,
which I'rench invention promises us, is &
motor-monocycle.

* L ] - -

Belgium, although a small country,
collectod taxes on 2,67t motor cars last
vear. :

* & »

The cost of police protection during the
Gordon-Bennett Motor Race in  Ireland
last year was £38.752, of which the Im-
perial paid £2,752, _

[ ] *x L] *

The autcmobile is the best vehicle on
earth for women to use. It is safer, more
convenient, velisble and more efficient
than the horse and buggy. Hundreds of
women in all parts of the world have
learned this ; hundreds more learn the
same thing- each season. Automobiling
has reached the end of the beginning. The
demonstration] by plongers that it is =
practical vehicle has been accomplished.
Tt is even unnecessary, after the arduous
but successful endurance and reliability
trials, that the efficicney of motor carvs
should bu acknowledged ; it has been
proved and penerally known. Automebil-
ing is now in the process of comwmon ac-
ceptation—in the stage in which the  pub-
lic adapts itself to the new vehicle, and
the new vehicle is- adapted to  the vary-
ing ' requitements of the public. - Auto-
mobiles ‘can ‘go . anywhere, ' rénder any
kind of service, beat all other kind of
roah transit  This broad statement of
their worth applies just .as much. to their
us¢ by wemer as they are by men. They
are not onlr the mediums of great speed,
of great power, of great endurance ; they
are pleasure vehicles—without peer—and
may be adapted equally well to the lci-
surely travii of milady. The automobile
i stylish ; its mediums of control are
_sure ; ity responses to the guiding hand
are guick ; its temper is even and mever
ruitted, ani it has no fear; it is com-
-fortable and it is clean; it furnishes the
intoxiestion. of motion without the efort
of walkirg or bicyeling ; it 1s as well
gnited te the purpose of shopping, calline
or matinec-going rs to the purpose of
park or country pleasure riding.

Women huave shown that woman can

manage an automobile without assiztance
{as in thr case of Mrs Thompson from
Adelaidey. and have also shown that, if
necessaiy, they can vare for it as well
(says Mellourne “Punch”). I'rejudiced
ones wmav call atiention to the fact that
woma mway not delight in fussing about
an oily, greasy, perhaps dirty, mechan-
ism. Thrr do not have to; the mainten-
ance of the car in pood runping order
may ha left to other hande, and still the
autumobile is just as much under their
own supervision as a horse and buggy
they are accustomed to use. It is not
presumed by the most devoted horseman
that the stylish young woman, who
drives her equally stylish teem and trap
in owur fashionable drives of a bright
afternonn, attends personally to the
maintenance in good order of that trap
and team. The ocat bucket and curry-
comb and the hay pitchfork are used by
other hands than hers.  The rig is hers
to use; its eare is for others. Il is not
a fair comparison between the horse and
the motr to overlook the disadvantages
of the former in pointing out the neces-
sary care entailed by the use of the latter.
Were the young woman in the case com-
pelled %o choose between caring for a
trap and team and caring for an auto-
mohile, gasoline, steam or electric, doing
every hit of the necessary work herself

Miscellaneous Announcements.

Under this heading we are prepared to insert advertise-
ments of motor cars and other goods for sale, and other
miscellanecus announcements of a like character. The
charge for each insertion is 2s 8d for thirty worde or
less, and 6d for every six words or less in addition, and
a discount is offered of one free advertisement in s
peries of thirteen, i.e, a 28 6& advertisement will be
inserted thirteen times for £1 10s, ete.

Deposit Department.—Persons who hesitate to send
money to unknown persone may deal in perfect safety
by n.vn.ilin% themselves of our Deposit Hystem. If the
money is deposited with Tne S8porTING REVIEW, both
parties are advised of thir receipt, 2and upon intimation
of errival and acceptance of the goods, the money is
forwarded less a charge of 1a for registration. For all
transactions exceedivg £25 in value & deposit fee of 10s
6d is charged. Cheques and money orders should be
made payable to Arthur Cleave and Co., Auokland.

CARS FOR SALE.

TDSMOBILE & h.p, Runabout Motor Oar fur Bale,
only been'in uge one month. Cwnoer.only selling
beeause he in desirous of purcharing & larger car of aame

make, ‘uaranteed in perfect condition and thorough
repair. Price wanted, £176. 'Termas if necessary to suit
purchaser. Further . particolara * from * Petrol,”

“Bporting Feview ' fiice.

. OCOM . BILE #tenm Motor Car, oaly run about
# 1,500 miles; in good order. Heason for eelling
owner getting bigger ear. A -great bargain, -For par-
ticulars apply—Arthur Cleave and Co.; " Sporting
Review ™ Office, * nckland. )

Ii‘UB HBALE, American Long Distance Car. 8 h.p,,
seats four. Luxuriously upholatered toneau
Bplendid hill climber; three forward speeds and reverse.
Exceptionally low_oil eonsumer. Owner selling because
wants larger car to carry eight. A Bargain, £150. Por
further pardeculars apply. to *‘ Petrol,” * Bporting and
Dramatic Review,"” '
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M‘omomcm : Smmr.m-'r,

P.0. BOX, 449, AUCKLAND.

Bpecifications prepared. = .
Clieuts advised as to best selection of ears,

Lowest Quotations jfor Motor Bicycles, Petrol and
Bteam Cars, Lorries and *Ruees for Public Service.

Mercedes, Panhard, Mora, Renaulf, Péugot, De
Dietrich, Bayard, Hotchkiss, White, Herpollet, ard
other Cars.

Co:aultations Frae,

probably scales ‘9st Tih, Murphy. will be
in either case, it is almosi ‘certain she
would chcose the maintenance of the

antomobile. The amount of dixagiveable
work coprnected with its maintc: ance is
less.

» * *

Two hundred and fifty reguicr motor-
ar road services are to be started shortly
in Ttaly, the necessary cars for which are

already ordered. . Fourteen of these
routes will be international, between
Italian and [rench towns on the fron-
tier.

* - * x

Another good performance by motor
overland from Adelatde is that of Mr R,
A. Duncan, who, in a 5-h.p, Oldsmohile
covervd nearly 600 miles in 38 hours ac-
tual travelling. He left’ Adelaide Ade-
laide on 27th ult., and reached Melbourne
on 30th ull. He left again for South
Australin on the 3rd inst.

ATHLETICS.

Mr B, K. Kerr writes me as follows i—
“] see by vours of ‘the 28th inst. that.
James Wray still pretends to be anxious
for a match, and as previous correspond-
ence was broken off by himself, I think it
would only be courtesy on his part to
have given me an opportunity of meeting
him. I have previously endeavoured to
arrange matches with Wray, Garner, of
New South Wales, and Winthrup, of Dune-
din. I would suggest a sweepstake of
say twenty-five (£25) pounds per man,
distance two (2) miles. This would give
all the would-be champions 'a chance. I
make this suggestion as 1 have found it
impossible to arrange a match, In con-
clusion I may state that I am willing
walk any man in Australasia onc mile or
two for a substantial amount, man and
money to be found at Tariki, Taranaki.—
H. E. KERR, (Champion Trofessional
Walker of Australasia.” ’

* L
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Mr Wray writes in reference to the
above as follows :—'‘] am very sorty to
have to state in connection with Mr
Harry Kerr’s letter, that I cannot come
to terms, as I would like to see what
comes of my recent challenge to Mr
Bradv. As I was up at Dargaville on
Saturday, 1 made it my husiness to see
him. He is prepared to accept my con-
dition, and I t{hink a match will te
arranged. His backer was to have wrii-
ten me c¢n Wednesday, but so far has
nct done ro. If the match comes o .
well ard gocd. I wilf give Mr Kerr
satisfacticn with a ateh  after m>»
present engagement with Mr Brady.”

* - - ., - .

Wray has frequently expressed himself
as being ready to make a match with
Kerr, and as the latter's terms seem very
reasonable it is probable that something
may come of the affair. The question of
a referee wolld possibly prove a difficult
matter to arrange, hecause so rmuch
would depend upon this gentleman’s abil-
ity. Should the matcli take place in
Auckland there - are “severdl gentlemen
fully qualified to act in this capacity. It
is to be hoped that the match may bke
arranged, for beyond question it would
give rise to a great deal of interest.

» - - *

Billy Mubrphy tells me that he has re-
ceived a letter from ihe National Sport-
ing Club, Sydney, offering to make a
mateh Wwith him apainst Hegarty for a
purse of £100. The veteran has cabled to
say that he is willing: to. fight, and he
will ‘accordingly leave for Sydney by !
Zealandia on May 23, The battle is to
take place on June 14, and Aucklanders
will wish Billy every success. As Hegarty

FIT FOR A KING

Its Strength is. Unequalled.

SKEAT

The Darracq ahove all is the Motor Car for
New Zealand Roads.

Its Consumption the Loiwest o
Its Ease and Comfort remarkable.: Its Quickness in Starting stands alome..

: i These ure its good pointa. ‘ .
For'ita defects eall at the Sole Hepresentatives for New. Zealand 1 ' '

ES & BOCKAERT,

.
8 h.p. 4 sented
9 h.p. 1 aented
h.p. 5 seated
15l h.p. 5§ sented

24 h.p. 6 seated

h.p. 6 seated

Aunckland, New Plymoufh,
Dannevirke.

# MACHINES 4

W. A. RYAN & CO., Limited|

_ THE TP OF MOUNT EDEN.
The World-famens OLDSMOBILE is absolutely the simplest and most noiseless
e ’ GASOLINE. OAR in the World. :
“THE OLDSMOBILE COMPANY HAVE CONCENTRATED THEIR EFFORTS IN

PRODUCING ONLY GASOLINE CARS.

?r

QI UDOLS

¥

A B80Fr. CLIME.

"ENGINEERS & MOTOR
B : "RAILWAY WHARF, AUCKLAND,

IMPORTERS,




