
7 .0, and Prime Minister, 8.10, were

second and third respectively. Widden,

7.4, who is one of T. Payten s string,

was favourite at 4to 1. Newcastle and

Roburite each figured at 12 to 1 in the

betting.
Second Day—Tuesday, Sept. 13.

The curtain was rung up with the

Shorts’ Handicap of zoosovs, 6 furlongs,
for which a field of 19 started. Favourit-

ism was divided between Newcastle, 8.2,

and Prime Minister, 8.2. Kilmore, 7‘9>

made most of the running, and led into

the straight, but he was soon collared by
Newcastle and Victor Hugo, 9.9, and

the latter won cleverly from Newcastle,
with Prime Minister third. Time, imin

issec. Victor Hugo is by Chester —

Kathleen, and belongs to Mr. W. Kelso.

After Mulgrove had won the Grand

Stand Plate and Crichton the Spring
Maiden Stakes (Blarneystone running
second in the latter event, with odds

of 5 to 4 laid on him), the following were

weighed out for the A.J.C. Metropolitan
Stakes of iooosovs, one mile and a-half:

—The Workman, 8.6; The Swell, 8.3,

including 51b penalty ; Realm, 8.4;
Florrie, 8.2; Forty Winks, 8.0; Impulse,
7.12; Althotas, 710; Candour, 7.9;
Alexander, 7.9; Pippin, 7.7 ; Magnus,
7.5 ; Vespasia, 7.5 ; Ruenalf, 7.3 ; Dan

O’Connor, 7.3; Daredevil, 7.3, including
tolb penalty; E.K., 7.2 ; Arquebus, 7.0 ;

Cardoness, 7.0, including 51b penalty; Sel-

kirk, 6.12, including 71b penalty; Yowi,
6.11 ; Ethelbert, 6.10; Playmate, 6.10;
Luna. 6.3; Lemnos, 6.3, and Bodkin,
b.o. Arquebus was favourite at 4to 1,

the other leading prices being 5 to 1

Selkirk, 9to 1 Ethelbert, 11 to 1 Realm,

14 to 1 Daredevil, 16 to 1 each Impulse,
Alexander and Pippin, 20 to 1 each Can-

dour and Vespasia. Cardoness and E.K.

led for half a mile, with Candour, Play-
mate and Vespasia next. Five furlongs
from home Cardoness, Playmate and

E.K. were in a line. E.K. forged ahead

in the next few strides leading Playmate,
Cardoness, and Daredevil, who retired,
Vespasia running into second place. In

the bend Vespasia caught E.K., and led

into the straight, with E.K., Cardoness,

Magnus, Daredevil, Selkirk and Althotas

next. Vespasia was firstat the distance, but

Pearson, riding a most resolute finish on

Althotas, caught her 50 yards from home

and won, all out, by three parts of a

length, with Selkirk half a length away
third, followed by Magnus, Cardoness

and Impulse, Florrie being whipper-in.
Time, 2min 36|sec. Althotas runs in

the nomination of Mr. W. L. Smith, and

is a five-year-old by Phil Athol (son of

Blair Athol and imported Phillina) out

of Goldine by Goldsbrough—Rosalie by
Peter Wilkins.

Trieste was only opposed by Mascara,
Qneensborough, and her stable mate

Widden in the A.J.C. Oaks of 300S0VS,
one mile and a-half, and she easily landed

the 2 to 1 laid on her, winning very com-

fortably by half a length from Mascara,
with Queensborough (who runs in J.
Chaafe’s nomination, and was ridden by
his son), third. Time, zmin 46sec.

Prime Minister, 7.8, wound up the day
by winning the Squatters’ Handicap of

soosovs, one mile and a-quarter, from

Helene, 7.10, Roburite, 6.8, and 19

others. Roburite was favourite at sto 2,

Prime Minister being next at 7 to 1. Won

by a head. Time, 2min losec.

Our Letter Box.
[W« do not necessarily identify ourselves "with the

opinions expressed by our correspondents, though,
at the same time, wegladly afford space to all com-

munications on matters of public interest to the

sporting community.—Ed. Sporting Review.]

(The Editor Sporting Review.)

Sir,—Many of your readers will doubt-

less remember that on the 29th January
last the horse Orakei was killed and its

rider (A. Byers) severely injured while

competing in the Takapuna Steeplechase.
Much sympathy was extended to Byers in

his great misfortune, and it was suggested
in your columns that a subscription list be

opened so as to give the sporting public
an opportunity of expressing Jtheir sym-

pathy in a practical shape. One of these

lists was, I believe, left at the office of

the Takapuna Jockey Club, it being ex-

pected that the winners at the meeting
would gladly contribute. Other lists

were handed round, and I amongst others

gave my mite. It is now exactly nino

months since the mishap, but although I

am a regular reader of your paper I have

never seen any reference to the subject.
I assume, however, that the money col-

lected has long since been paid to Byers,
but I think, Mr. Editor, that in justice to

the subscribers the particulars should

have been made public.—l have, etc.,
Subscriber.

Turf Topics.
LBy “Sir Launcelot.”]

As we were going to press Mr. Morrin advised

me that his mare Moilena, by Patriarch Rosa-

belle, had just foaled a filly to Castor.

It seems that when Dilemma, the son of

Rubezahl and Lady Emma, won the Kensington

Handicap, the principal event of the Otago Hunt

Club’s Races—and which victory, by the way,

does not cause him to incur a penalty for the

New Zealand Cup, in which his weight is 7.0—

he ran in the colours of Mr. J. B. Reid and not

of the Hon. G. McLean. Mr. Reid isa wealthy
Oamaru landowner. In commenting 1 on the

results of the O.H.C.’s meeting1, Mazeppa, in

the Otago Witness, remarks ; —“ There was only

one horse in the Kensington Handicap from start

to finish, and Dilemma’s party—a pretty numer-

ous one, for Mr. J. B. Reid told all his friends

to back the colt—were on excellent terms with

themselves from the time the flag fell. This was

the first time, by the way, that the son of Lady
Emma had appeared in Mr. Reid’s pretty

colours, scarlet with white cap, though it is some

months since the Hon. G. McLean, disposed of

the ownership for a fairish consideration. I hope
that Dilemma will win many more races for Mr.

Reid, for this gentleman is a keen lover of the

sport, an owner who may be relied on to go as

straight as the Zetland spots and always
give the public a square run for their

money. The only horse in the Kensington
that at any period of the race threatened

danger to the favourite was Galtee, and he

distinctly failed to stay. * * * Dilemma was

perhaps a bit lucky at flag fall, but he won with

half-a-stone in hand, and the result would pro-

bably have been the same, so far as the first

money was concerned, if he had got off last in-

stead of first.” Dilemma, I may mention, was

well backed in Auckland for . the New Zealand

Cup some weeks back, a commission on behalf of

the stable being executed by a well-known

Figaro.
Tn further commenting on the Otago Hunt

Club’s Meeting (the full report of which appeared
in our “Turf Record” column last week),
“Mazeppa” says:—“ The question may be

asked whether there were any horses competing
at the Hunt Club Meeting that are likely to be

heard of during the season. My answer is

decidedly in the affirmative. Rebel has pace

enough and is sufficiently clever to have a chance

in second-rate steeplechases, even if he does not

aspire to the best company. He is by the same

sire (Duntroon) as Smuggler, another smart

horse that will win money over the little sticks.

Trimolite must be reckoned now as a steeple-
chaser as well as a hurdler. He takes log fences

as easily as anything that we had running, and
his turn of speed enables him to stay. Of the

recognised flat racers Wayland has improved out

of all knowledge, and will, I think, knock up a

decent cheque before the season is out. Glen-

cairn also should win races. Allan seems to have

found out and removed the cause, whatever it

was, of his keeping so poor last season. Bay
Bell is another that will be heard of. Her win

was immensely popular, cheers being given for

Stuart Waddell as the clerk of the scales declared
‘ weight.’ She is hardly a Cup mare, however.

Conjuror is another that has improved. He can

now get a mile without distress, and is really a

better colt than his performances last week would

seem to make him out to be, since he was speci-
ally handicapped with the heavy going, being a

long striding horse that rolls and slips about in

slush. But it is to his stable-mate Dilemma
that we may look with the utmost confidence for

good performances. He is now thoroughly well,
thanks to his inherent soundness and McGuin-

ness’ care, and I would not be much surprised if

he were to win the New Zealand Cup, for which
he has been legitimatelybacked as heavily as any
horse in the race. I recognise that there is a

deal of difference between winning a Kensington
Handicap and a New Zealand Cup; but he takes

a stone off for the long race, and he can be made
half a stone better in the interval, and he appears
to be rather partial to a distance. It would be
absurd to say just now that he is a really good
thing; at the same time this performance of his

is not to be altogether despised, and we may at

any rate hope that the son of Lady Emma will

follow the example set by Wolverine two years

ago. The big son of Tangi, it may be remem-

bered, won the Kensington Handicap just before
he got home in the Cup.”

At the time Kulnine won the C.J.C. Grand

National Hurdle Race I remarked that his dam

Caprice (who is by Anteros ont of Fancy, and is

therefore full sister to The Poet) was somewhere

in New South Wales, having been sent there by
Mr. “H.Horsford” along with some othermares

and Lochiel and Cadogan, and sold. I now note

that, according to the Sydney Referee, Caprice is

the property of Mr. J. B. Clift, of Breeza station,
N.S.W., who has a filly two years old that is a

full sister to Kulnine. The mare is heavy in

foal to Newminster’s son Acolyte, who won the

A.J.C. Metropolitan of 1885.

Says the Melbourne correspondent of the Otago
Witness :—“ The individual who first indited the

memorable words, “ The race is not always to

the swift nor the battle to the strong,” certainly
indited naught but the cold truth ; and yet me-

thinks it is equally as certain that on the colonial

turf victory does not always declare itself in

favour of the highest-priced yearlings. In fact,
so far as the experience of this season’s Sapling
Stakes tends the reverse has been proved to be

the case. Meg, the treble winner in Victoria,
was picked up by the Messrs. Miller for 50gs.;
Pharamond, who sailed away with Tattersail’s
Two-years-old Stakes on the 27th ult., was

secured by his owner, Mr. W. J. Franks, for

48gs; whilst Innamincka, the winner of the

Nursery Handicap at the South Australian Jockey
Club meeting on Saturday, was purchased at the

sale of Mr. Sam Gardiner’s Bundoora Park year-

lings last March for 30gs ! Of course these are

only notable exceptions to a pretty generally
accepted rule —to the effect that if you want a

really first-class article you must pay a good
price for it. But only to think if one owner had

happened to have had the unparalleled good luck
to purchase such a trio of youngsters as Meg,
Pharamond and Innamincka for 128g5.”

Up to August sth last St. Simon’s stock had

won £31,273 in England this season, Wisdom
came next with £13,109.

According to the report of the race for the

Doncaster St. Leger cabled to the Melbourne

papers La Fleche won easily by two lengths.

When the flag fell Sir Hugo went to the front

and held his position for the first half mile, yfiej1
Orme took command and led into the straight.
Just before reaching the distance post, however,
La Fleche challenged the favourite, and after a

good struggle won as abovementioned from Sir

Hugo and who both passed Orme m

the run home.

La Fleche has followed up her Leger victory

by winning the Lancashire Plate of £lO,OOO.

Mr. Houldsworth’s four-year-old Orvieto, by

Bend or—Napoli, who has shown some good
form this season, was second, and Mr. J.

Snarry’s three-year-old Llanthony, by Ormonde

—Agnes Bentick, third.

It is said that Mr. W. T. Jones who owned

Bravo when he won the Melbourne Cup and is

now on a visit to England, will not at present re-

turn to Australia, but will race horses in the Old

Country.
The steeplechaser Chance, well known up this

way, changed hands in Dunedin the other day,

being bought by a Mr. Mason, of Tapanui,
Otago.

Mr. J. O. Evett, the handicapper, and Mr. J.
Lynch, the owner of The Dancer, will leave for

Napier to-day to assist at the Hawke’s Bay Jockey
Club’s Spring Meeting, which comes off on Mon-

day and Tuesday next. Mr. Evett will remain m

Napier to witness the Napier Park Racing Club’s

Spring Meeting, and then journey to Wanganui
to be present at the W.J.C. Spring tryst. He

will then return to Auckland to adjust the handi-

caps for the Auckland Racing Club’s Spring
Meeting

As a result of their successes at the South

Canterbury Jockey Club’s Spring Meeting, Crack-

shot and Vogengang have each incurred 31b
penalty in the New Zealand Cup, making their

respective weights 8.11 and 7.9.

Stepper was taken to Wellington by the s.s.

Takapuna on Monday, and will be shipped thence

to Calcutta by the s.s. Rotokino.

I have to acknowledge the receipt from the

secretary of the Manawatu Racing Club of a

copy of the programme of that Club’s Summer

Meeting, to be held on Monday and Tuesday,
December 26th and 27th. The added money is

£715, divided among fourteen races, the most

valuable of which is the Palmerston Cup Handi-

cap of 200 sovs., one mile and a half.

Mr. J. McNicol held a most successful sale of

horses in Cambridge last week, so I hear from

several enthusiastic Auckland sportsmen who were

present. Among the lots quitted were the jumpers
Onslow and Selwyn. The former went to Mr.

R. Williams of Auckland for 185 gns., and the

same buyer secured Selwyn for 60 gns. At the

annual parade of entires held at the same time,

the thoroughbreds shown were Gipsy King, Cap-
a-pie, Aorangi, St. Patrick, Muskapeer, Kenil-

worth, Raglan and Tetford.

The committee of the Auckland Racing Club

met on Tuesday afternoon and passed the pro-

gramme of the Gisborne Racing Club’s Spring
Meeting. The president of the club attended,
and answered certain financial questions to the

satisfaction of the committee. The Thames Jockey
Club’s summer programme was passed for

December 27th and 28th, the secretary being in-

structed to specially communicate with the club,

pointing out that these dates would be more

beneficial to their own interests than those pre-

viously decided on.

There was quite a little excitement infused into

local racing circles yesterday by the arrival from

Sydney of the s.s. Te Anau, for she had on board

Major George, with his horse, The Workman,
and Mr. George Cutts in charge of Impulse, and

Mr. D. O’Brien rather unexpectedly turned up
also. The owner of Florrie is on his way back to

Christchurch. Owing to the late hour at which

the boat arrived I was not able to have any chat

with him about his most recent experiences in the

land of his birth, but I understand he won a good
stake over Florrie’s victory in the Sydney Handi-

cap. Of course Dan is anxious about the welfare

of some of his old pets now located at Wellington
Park, and as the southern boat does not leave till

to-morrow he purposes to-day renewing his

acquaintance with both Florrie’s sire and dam at

Mr. T. Morrin’s stud. Florrie and Freedom re-

main in Sydney atpresent in charge of Alsopp.

The Australian thus comments on Florrie’s

win in the Sydney Handicap :—“ Mr. Scarr had a

habit of taking liberties with horses when he

thinks them out of form, and he must be given
credit for making few mistakes in this respect.
But he sadly miscalculated the effect a 7.1 b
reduction in weight would have on Florrie.

Under Bst 21b this mare ran last in the

Metropolitan. Lowered to 7st gib she won

the Sydney Handicap in a canter. There

were other contradictions of form at Randwick,

but Florrie’s case seems to a casual observer to

stand out from the rest. Her owner, Mr. Dan

O’Brien, is said to blame the totalisator for

driving him out of New Zealand. Rather should

he thank the machine for sending him to a land

ofmilk and honey where he can win /500 handi-

caps at such prices as Florrie started at on Thurs-

day.”
An effort is being made in America to revive

long distance races, and the Coney Island Jockey
Club has announced its intention to give a valu-

able prize for a race of the distance of four miles.

The conditions show that the race will be worth

20 sovs. each with 1000 sovs. added, while if the

winner should cover the distance in 7min. 25sec.

he will receive an additional sum of 500 sovs.,

and in the event of Ten Broeck’s American record

of 7min. 19fsec. being reached, a further sum of

500 sovs. will be added. The event will be called

the Old Time Race.

The St. Leger—Miss Laura horse, TownMoor,
was placed second to Paris’ son Tumult in the light
horse section of the Royal Agricultural Society’s
show in Melbourne the otherday. Theverdict gave

by no means general satisfaction, many good
judges thinking Town Moor infinitely superior to

Tumult. Town Moor had not been long over

from Tasmania, and after the judges’ verdict his

owner straightway took him back to the island

colony.
From Sydney comes intelligence that Mr.

Vincent Dowling, owner of Prelude, has resold

that mare to the Kirkham Stud establishment on

special conditions, one of which is that her first

foal by Abercom is to be the property of Mr.

Dowling.

The secretary of the Waikato Hunt Club ad-

vises me that the Club have made an alteration in

the conditions of the Waikato Produce Stakes by
which the second forfeit is to be declared bynoon

on Thursday, December 15, or the nominator will

be liable for the whole stake.

The secretary of the Dunedin Jockey Club an-

nounces by advertisement in another column

the closing of certain entries for that Club’s

Spring Meeting, which is set down for November

29 and 30 and December 3—dates which fit in

very well for any North Island owner visiting the

New Zealand Cup Meeting. The events to which

Mr. Sydney James first invites the attention of

nominators' close on Saturday week, October 8,
and they are the Otago Cup of SOOSOVS., one mile

a-half; Federal Handicap of zoosovs.,
6 furlongs ;

St. Andrew’s Handicap of 25050V5., one mile and

a-quarter; and President’s Handicap of 23050V5.,

one mile and a furlong. The entry fee in each

case is 2sovs. The following Saturday, October

15, is general entry night, and the stakes to be

then nominated for are detailed in the advertise-
ment.

In another column will be found a precis of the

running for the principal events on the first and

second day of the Australian Jockey Club’s

Spring Meeting. Owing to the late arrival of

the mail from Sydney last evening I am only able

to make brief comments on the events of the

third and fourth days of the gathering, reserving
fuller details for next week.

The following weights were declared last night

by Mr. Evett for the Hawke’s Bay J.C.’s Spring

Meeting : —October Handicap, one mile and a

distance. —Strephon 8.7, Rosefeldt 8.6, St. Malo

7.12, Dreamland 7.12, Queen of Trumps 7.11,
Swivel 7.11, Brown Duke 7.8, Free Lance 7.7,

King George 7.7, Wyvern 7.6, Prioress 7.0,
Jeannie Deans 6.7. Corinthian Stakes, one

mile and a quarter.—Gondolier 12.8, St. Malo

11.9, Zaccho 11.7, Link 11.3, Aronoel 10.5,
Queen Rose 10.0, Vision 10.0.

The Secretary of the National Coursing Club

of New Zealand announces by advertisement in

another column that all litters of greyhounds
must be registered with the N.C.C. before they
are three months old or otherwise they will not

be allowed to run as saplings or puppies at any
meeting held under the Club’s rules. Forms of

application forregistration may be procured from

the secretary of any affiliated Club or the secre-

tary of the N.C.C., Mr. G. W. Williams,
Dunedin.

There is at last a prospect of coursing being
established on a firm basis in the Auckland dis-

trict, the rival clubs having met and settled their

differences, it being understood that next season

will be opened on the Avondale ground on a

Plumpton track.

The full programme of the Matamata Racing
Club’s Annual Meeting to be held on Boxing
Day appears in the Sporting Review’s advertis-

ing columns this week. The sum of 60 sovs. is

to be given away to seven events, the most

valuable of which is the Matamata Handicap of

15 sovs., one mile and a half. Entries are to be

made at the post in all events.

Inter-Provincial
[from own correspondents.]

WELLINGTON.
September 24.

The edict of the Wellington Racing
Club that the United Hunt Club shall

have no more race meetings has been

variously criticised, some being of opinion
that it is a step in the right direction,
others that it is an arbitrary interference

with Hunt Clubs generally which by
creating a demand for a useful class of

horses and by cultivating good fellow-

ship aad a healthy sporting rivalry
among the better class of settlers are of
benefit to the community, and are worthy
of encouragement rather than repression.
With regard to the Heretaunga Rifles

the injunction meets with nearly univer-

sal approval, for such bodies are not

intended to include racing in their pro-

gramme, and the general opinion is that

although the crack corps of England’s
army hold annual steeplechase meetings
there is no sufficient reason why, under

the widely different circumstances the

custom, with totalisator accompaniment,
should be introduced into New Zealand.
The Wairarapa Hunt Club, not beingmen-

tioned in the Metropolitan Club’s firman,
have written to Mr. Lyon asking him if

they are to consider themselves included
in the embargo, but that astute official
has replied that he knows nothing more

than they do about the club’s intentions

in the matter. I presume, however, that

the question will come before the stewards

at their next meeting. From what I can

learn the Metropolitan Club will endea-

vour to arrange for a two days’ Winter

Meeting, and introduce at least four

events open to hunters only, thus giving
those members of Hunt Clubs who are

inclined for racing an opportunity for in-

dulging in a bit of sport. Whether the

metropolitan body will follow the Can-

terbury example, and give the Hunt

Clubs a proportion of their profits of the

meeting I do not know.

The Johnsonville and Hutt County
Trotting Club, which most people thought
had died in the process of parturition, has

suddenly come to life with an excellent

programme for an inauguratory meeting
on the sth November, that is, just a week
after the Wellington Trotting Club’s

Meeting at Island Bay. The amount to
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