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“A CONTRIBUTOR to the Canferbury Times still
_*imajntaips’ that the rule proposing to raise the .
“eights'in handicaps when the highest weight'
“accepting is less than 8st. rzlb. would be in-°
“jurious to racing. .We wouldlike'to discussthe
“'matter with him, as the racing season is now
‘“"nearly at ‘a finish. " The rule of raising the
“weights'in handicaps was first, if we remember-
"right, 'introduced into the” Newmarket rules:
“igome forty-five "years ‘ago by the late Admiral
."Rous, who, everyone will admit, was the best
‘handjtapper and judge of racing known during.
‘“the'present century. It was found to work so
“'well that"it ‘has ‘never been rescinded. ' Our
o éf'nteiﬁﬁb;hfy' £oes. bn to say, ' But we repeat.
“Ithat the ‘intentions of ‘a handicapper may. be
' f‘"g’:‘{ﬁﬁrély ‘npset by rdising the weights all round
“‘hy*¥klb: or 20lb.”. Supposing, for instance, that
“fhe-highest' 'weight. accepting should be 7st.
¥ 6Ib, and'the " lawest 6st., “would our contempo-
‘tary \contend ~ that ’the' addition ‘of zolb.
“45°the former ‘would be of no more acconnt
““'ffan olb: to” the’ latter?’ We will _tak

: ! A g ik .. ' . i
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the paper should be &t onoe re-
ting subscriptions "GIJ:I.: advertisements

_steeplechases, as about so many, miles. .
“courses to our knowledge have never been pro-
- perly measurod, and that instead of three miles

these remarks 'as follows: —In .the first
place, that a handicapper is not fit for his posi-
tion if the highest weight accepting be as low
as 7st 61b. He would certainly commence his
handicap at gst. or gst. 7lb.; therefore, if the
highest weight accepting was only 7st. 61b., it
must be a precious bad handicap. -The late
Admiral Rous, as a rule, commenced his han-
dicap on the weight-for-age scale, which would
be in. New Zealand gst. 7lb., and if a horse
was entered that had never run he would get
about weight for age. With regard to the zolb
on.the 7st. 6lb. being no more than on to 6st.,
we contend that it would be no mote difference,
also that many horses would run better under
the increased weight. For confirmation of
this, let our contemporary look through the
time test, on which so many in the Colonies
ﬁin their faith in, and it will be found that
orses have done quicker ‘time with  8st.
1zlb. on their backs than with 6st. 1zlb—
notably on the Riccarton course. Then again,
it is well known that most horses run better
with a'man on' their backs, than a child. ~Let
our, contemporary look through his valuable
library and he will see that such is the case.
Qur collection of racing records is not large at
present, and we have to trust to memory, but
if one is required let our contemporary look up
Blinkhoolie’s and Bromielaw’s running in 1866,
67,68, cum mullis ‘alis—even at Riccarton—
and he will see that we are correct in our
theory. One must remember there are no Kitch-
eners, Carrols, Grimshaws, Kenyons, and others
in the Colonies. ' In conclusion, we venture to
s'ayrthat if a plebiscite of ,owners, trainers, and
jockeys was taken they would be in favour of
the rule being adopted. - We are willing to
diseuss this matter further. o '
—

It appears from the follo;ving statement in the

Canterbury Temes that the distressed jockeys’
fund of the Canterbury- Jockey Club remains in
a very unsatisfactory :condition:— “At a
‘meeting of the committee of the Club, held on
June gth, an application was read from Mr. E.

Cutts for a grant to the lad Ross, who was

injured at one of the Napier meetings, and the
committee resolved that the jockey did not
meet with his accident on the Ricrarton course
he could receive no allowance from the funds.”
This is a repetition of a rather melancholy farce
which has been enacted more than once during
the last two or three years... The members of
the committee may be right from a legal point
of view in refusing assistance to jockeys who
guffer injuries on other courses; but the per-
sistent refusal has created a'most unpleasant
feeling among members of the profession. - If
the custodians of the fund wish to do the right
thing -—and we presume they do—they should
at once separate the money from their general
account and publish. the rules and regulations
under which it -should be’ available to the per-

‘sons,.for’ whem it was intended. Some years.

ago Mr. John Marshall introcduced the same

fund into the A.R.C,, but on his return: from

his travels he found that the fund had not been

.kept from the general account, and had been

drawn upon for other purposes, These two

cases'point more than ever to the necessity of

having . a New Zealand Jockey Club for the
whole Colony, so. that all these kind of funds,
as well as other matters, be invested under one

general management, and that the whole racing .

rules, etc., should be assimilated to the New-
market Jockey Club.. Until this is done there

will be no encouragement or satisfaction to
either owners, breeders, trainers or jockeys in-
Not a week passes but. we hear:
.of horses and :jockeys. leaving for. Australia,

racing here.

In fact, New Zealand is simply a nursery ‘to-
supply .them with - materials. - In. conclusion, .

.let us ask where Australia obtains its best light
weight jockeys and horses from ? o

o

W= ‘notice, that some p_f_@u‘j,-' Séﬁthéfn"_con-
_‘t:empg)ra‘,ri_es are making remarks of the bad
. practice  indulged in by many New Zealand

Iubs in advertising . their races, especially
Many

and a half they are nearer four miles, and

- those &t three miles are nearer three miles and

a half. 'We should very much like to see the

“Ellerslie course meesured by a practical sur-
veyor who understands chaining a racecourse,

‘and we have no hesitation in saying that the

distances, both, fiaf and over cquatry, will not
be found correct, thus accounting for the fast
times thatfhave been made at different metings.
Tt mekeos a great difference. to a horse running
three miles and. a half, or nearly four, over .a
country. Bome years ago the Liverpool Grand
National Steeplechase was called about. four
miles and a half, and it was sccepted . as such.
Recently it was found out to be a little short of
five miles, The only reason that one can ac !
count for such a practice isthat it protecta the
starter if he should make & mistake, alsp pros
tects the Club from being proceeded ageinst,
In some instances if hae been known that
owners have used their influemce to. get the .
races, especially jumping ones, to be run over
distances to suit .themselyes, . The Grand Na-
tional Hunt Club,(England) thave arule that
no. races. shall, be advertised  in. the racin
calendar unless the distance is correctly stated,. .
and clerks of the courses will be held respon-
sible for any infringement of the N.H.C. rules,
which state that no hurdle race or steeplechase

ghall be under two miles,:

.
-

L

Tar stewards of the Town and Suburban
Racing Club have made the.following recom-
mendation, which might, in.their opinion, be
adopted by the next Conference . shortly to be
held at Wellington :(—** That, the Metropolitan

Clubs should make a rule. giving power io the -
stewards of any club .to .seize -any .horse thit
may be suspected of running. under. a. false
name until an, inquiry. has-been held; and in
the event of its being proved, that the animal
should be branded in some. gonspicuous place
with a large brand supplied by the Metropolitan
Clubs,” This- application, has some sense in
it, but it is carrying.the thing too -far, also
giving too much -power. to the stewards of a -
country meeting, -who. really have, as a’rulg,
little knowledge of racing.. At the same time

it appears odd to usthat when a horse has once -
run that they cannot iderntify him, either by his

marks, action, or otherwise,;so,.we consider

that it would be inadvisable.for the Metropoli-
tan Club to pass a rule as requested, and there
are many other obvious reasons for not making
it law. T U S

WANGANUI LETTER.

" (FROM OUR OWN QORRESPONDENT.) ° '~

The well-known “stallion Voltigeur was sold
at the Aroua Downs sale to Mr, Joe Hayward
f°r£-57'r‘v"i Jxoo b "’ s B iy .o

Two of our well-known light weights, B.
Hickey. and F. Price, -have gone. tp. Napier -
under engagement.to Mr. Douglas...-Hickey
goes. to Australia-as stable.lad, while F.; Price -
enters the Napier stable.. .0 ¥ oo shevn
-~ Alick McCormick has.'got another:addition
to his string of horses in.the shape of: a gelding
.by Natator - out of -a Nutworth mare..He:is a
fine big upstanding gelding cloge on 16 hands,
and judging hy his looks he should be heard of
later on. RN EE I EREY s i .':-!1,—‘- :g===1=’!

McCormick is very busy at present schoolin
- Worth aver cross'country jumps in;view of the
Hawke's Bay. Stecplechase, .. The: horse..is
.jumping well, and if he .continues to improve
~he will run well forward at. the above meeting.

Te Ata by Papapa, and -Qaklands :by.The

- Clown-: Reserve, are being schooled by, R.
Wheeler in view of their, Hawke’s Bay engage-
ments. Te Ata is a-splendid jumper and is
also possessed.of a goad: turn of pace.- Qak-

.lands. is taking to the jumping business very
kindly, and he should give a good account of
himself at the illegitimate, game. during next
peason,. .. .v Dot con e L gl el

Mr. T. Bristol, the owner of Norton informs .
.me that he‘is going. ta take in hand Norton's
half brother, by Sou'wester—Romp. .. The price
paid for this colt was £60. - i
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' Mr. James Hanter, formerly part owner of
Takapy and Silvio, has,become the proprietor
“of the Alexandra Hotel, Parnell, 'and solicits a
visit from all his old friends. . Mr. Hunter was
for a considerable time a warder in the' Monnt
Eden Goal. We can confidently tecommend
‘Mr. Hunter to the 'favourabie 'notice”of .our
‘readers for civliiy, cleanliness; geniality, and :
“all'that is necessary to make a successful hotel- -
“keeper. We wish, him' évery ‘success’in’ his -
“new sphere'. L = ‘,J..... AR u Fedel
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