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SPORTING REVIEW.

8

~'SPORTING FIXTURES, Erc.
g SOMING EYENTS, |

Hawkes Bay J.C. Winter Meeting
..N.Z. Grand National Steeplechase meeting

SRS NOMINATIONS CLOSE.
June R L . wellington R.C. '

June ' 16, .. Hawkes Bay Jockey Clnb., General enfries
June  20....,,..N.Z. Grand National Hurdles and Steeplechase
oo NL.Z. Grand National General entries

ITWEIGHTS APPEAR.

"June  26.........Wellington R.C.

- : N.Z. Grand Nationa] Hurdles and Bteeplechase
‘Ang. L. N.Z, Grand National Minor events. .

. ACCEPTANCEE DUE

.Hawkes Bay fteeplechase and Hurdle Race «
July - 8 Wellington R.C.
July .N.Z. Grand Nationa] Hurdles and Stesplechase
Aung. .N.Z. Grand National Final payments |
R HUNTING.
June - 13w Giray’s; noon.

, NOTICE TO OUR READERS.

. The S_'l;ox'lj;léG'R_EWEw ma'y'be purchased from the
‘following agents:—'"~ ; . Co
T WinoMan- & Lis .Bhortland Btredt

- 1.Queen Street.

Queen Hireet.
.Queen Street,

..Queen Btreet.

-iiyy ¢ e MoINTYRE
" .- H, FULLER......
DL NG MAQRAY ...,
. Upron & Ce.......
Y CHAMPTALOUP &
. C. G CaRTER...

i ... Whangarei.
.Queen-atreet.

o New Pls;mouth.
Lo . .... Hastinga,
Fom iR, I BERESPOBD. ..ieeeivsssnnnsnnnns Napier,

oo v GENERATL  NOTICES.
i:n' E:‘?nmq R_sv;iw w:lllhe glished at :’ulm Im:e.

arity in the su of the paper should be at once re-
. ‘Ypurfgg.ﬂ to tthye publ.insl:eliEJ v rep
_All communications respecting subscriptions or advertisements
' ' should be addressed to the publigher.

Lo ! BUBSCRIFTION RATEB. )

2s, 6d., post paid (in advance),

=, - 3 Months . ..
A 6,';11 e g_s-f' » "
12 7y D T T Y .
Ty . Co ’ Y H. HAYR, -
- PUBLIBHER.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

1 Copy** {the technicel name of MBS, sent to the prees) must ba
. wrilten on only one side of the paper.

. 9—Write on sheets of paper which are neither small enough to be -

acrappy, nor large enough to be cumbrous on the printer’s case.

a—LcrwspiMy of space in margin and between lines for your own
and editorial corrections.

. 4—Uue while paper rather than blue; becauss the writing” stands
. .out more distinctly, - . R .

* B=—1IT3¢ ink, and black ink—for the same reason. : -
6= A’rite plainly. Distinet penmanship is an immense desideratum

+ '+ with both editor and printer. -

o 7_--.Npr‘ui?a;- your pages of MS8.

- 'The Hecrotaries of-Racing, Rowing, Cricket, Football, Tennix,
-, .. Polg, ¥achting, Bicyecle, Drametic—in short of any and every
"7+ Jind of Athtetac, Sporting, and Dramatic Clubs are cordially

i -invited to send us any information that may be of interest to
" the public and of use in furthering their interests.

+ 'Fhe Editor will atall times be willing to do his best to answer any
1421 Auestipns or decide any disputes on mattera of sporting or
*." general interest, .

case correspondents must enclose their: correct. nemes and

..+ addresses (but not for publication), as no notice whatever can
¥ betaken of anonymous communications,

,.‘-.- ! To oblige Bporting friends at a distance, the result of im.
rtant reces will be wired immedisiely after they are run on

N ﬂjceipt of aletter containing instructions, and 2s. in stamps,

_ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS,

——

5.J,W., Opotiki—Turquoise, gst. 2lb., ran unplaced in
the Wincey, :Oats ' Handica

Club mecting, June 21, 1887. The race was won by,
. The Cat, 6st. ; Snake, 8st, 2 ; Friendship, 8st. 12lb., 3;
Nine ‘started. - - - S e

" THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 18o1.

“WE do not like finding fault-with the A.R.C.

-‘Committee, but when théy make gross mistakes, W
“"and ‘do not see them, we fee] that it is our duty,

to the public to point them out, "The A.R.C.
‘ ‘Wintér Meeting was fixed for June. 3rd; the.
_.‘han"iicéps‘- were published on Tuesday, May,

+ 26th; acceptances Friday May 29th. This was.

. practically.giving owners at a distance no chance.
. - -of attending the meeting, especially those in the

" Hawke’s Bay District, as.they could not arrive.
* hefore the Monday previous, or:perhaps only,

- “the"day -before the race,. if the steamer was
“delayed. "Iv:was also folMwing too close,on,
*‘the -Wanganui meeting —this. was the first mis-

“take, ; When'they saw the error that they had

“miade in fixing that date—the same as all racing

“'men did=—they should, before the entries were

“ "made have altered the dates, as there was noth-
iing to interfere” with it being made Saturday:
*/JTune 13th, or even Saturday June 6th, the day

" “'that the races were actually held on, this would

sén have given oul;side owners a better chance.
v LML 1;' L pbae N TR

at the Onehunga Racing .

On Tuesday night June znd it rained heavily,

but ceased early the following morning. At
10.30 o’clock, at the request of the secretary,
{who appeared to. be the principal person, and
as far as we can learn, was the only person who
had seen the course) called-a meeting of the
stewards at the A.R.C: rooms.in Durham-street,
when a quorum assembled, and they decided to
postpone the races until the following Saturday.
Rule 19 of the Rules of Racing as adopted by
the Metropolitan Clubs, says: ** The stewards,
in case of urgent necessity, may from time to
_time, put off any races from day to day, or for

such time as they may deem expedient, not--
. withstanding a Sunday intervening.” We should

like to know the true meaning of ‘ urgent
necessity * as it is constructed in different ways
by some racing officials. The decision arrived
at was both onfzir and unjust. The day was
fine and for the greater part of the time the
sun shone brightly, only one: slight shower
falling late in the afternoon,
there were a few

The going was certainly heavy, but when is it

otherwise on the Ellerslie course at this time ‘

of the year.. Let us ask any practical racing

men did they ever know of a Steeplechase being
put off on account of a little rain and mud ¥

Fancy the stewards of the Liverpool Grand
National, wor in fact any Steeplechase postpon-
ing their meeting for sach a reason. How our
Aaustralian brethren will laugh at us, they would
much prefer a little mud instead of the amount

‘of dust they generally have to contend with.

Steeplechasing in the old country, which is the
home of the sport, never takes place in the
summer.

The decision was .unfair to owners and
trainers who had their horses on the spot.
Some of them were backed simply on account
of the heavy going, as it is well known that
some horses like to hear their feet rattle, while
others are just the reverse. It is also unfair to
the jockeys, as every one who has ridden
in Steeplechases must know there is less risk
when the ground is soft than when it is hard. -

It was unjust, as many persons had come
from the Wiakato on purpose for the races;
“therefore, they spent their-money and -wasted
time, while others’ came from Gisborne and the
East Coast, intending to return by the Thurs-
day’s boat; therefore, through the postpone-
ment of the races they had to remain in Auck-
land another week. What was gained by the
postponement 7 Last Saturday, as might have
been anticipated from the weather forecast,
was a miserable day, a cold southerly wind
blew across the course with constant squalls.
"The going was considerably worse, and the
attendance not a bit better than it would have
been on Wednesday. Itappearsto usthat the
Auckland races are fast becoming * gate meet-
ings,” and that the A.R.C." Committee only

look after *“number one,” ignoring the interests

of owners and the general public.

We venture to say that in no part of the.
world where Steeplechases are run, would a.
meeting have been put off for such paltry
reasons as were given on June 3rd. The A.R.C.

Committee’s mouthpiece, who writes what he
is told, stated in 4 contemporary that the public
in general were well satisfied with the decision
arrived at. If some of the stewards or com-
mittee had strolled about Queen-street, or
visited the haunts of racehorse owners and
sporting men on Wednesday afternoon, they
would have been highly flattered at the anathe-

mas both loud and deep that where hurled at

them for their folly in postponing the races.

ne thing more we must bring before our
readers : that the secretary was greatly to blame

for the postponement of the races, and that he:
Tuesday afternoon the.

- neglected his duties.
-waathg:;' was bad, and there was every indication
of a disty night. He should therefore have

sent notice to a// the stewards, informing them

“that there would be a meeting next day, instead

- of relying on two or three he could pick up in
the'morning. We are quite convinced that had
there been a full meeting of the stewards, the
postponement would never have taken place.

& It is to be hoped that at the next annual
meeting of the A.R.C. that some new blood
. will be infused into the committee. '

Ix our last issue we published the annual re-
port of the Canterbury Jockey Club} also Mr.
Stead’s (the treasurer’s) remarks on the same.

. The report must be most satisfactory to the

In the morning.
puddles on the course, but
they had all disappeared before one o’clock.:

members, and shows what a good committee

can do when they work well together. Some
people will say that it is the oldest club in the
colony, and that is the reason that it is so suc-
cessful, - That is neither here nor there. A
club cannot succeed unless the committee work
together, .each individual member taking an

interest in it, and have a gystem which in

Christchurch used to be (there is no reason to
believe that it has been altered) having a sub-
committee who superintended the working of
the whole thing, even to the issuing of passes,
etc.,, the secretary being a .secretary pure ef
simple, having no authority of his own, but
simply doing what he is told. This is the
cause of their success, and it would be well if
some other clubs were to follow the example
of the C.J.C. Committee. Cee

It is with Mr. Stead’s remarks that we intend
more especially to deal with.  He says: ** It
will be in your recollection that at our last
annual meeting it was decided to alter the date
of the midsummer races so as ‘not to clash

“with the Auckland Summer Meeting, and it

was hoped that the Auckland Racing Club

“would see their way to aiter the date of their
Spring Meeting so as not to clash with ours. _ -

So far our Northern friends have not as yet
made the desired alteration; but it is to be
hoped that they will see their way to - alter
the date of their Spring Meeting so as not to
clash with others,” Mr. Stead puts it, as he
does other things, in a very nice way; but
it does not take much penetration to see the
reason why the date of the C.j.C. Midsummer
Meeting was altered, forin reality the meetings
do not clash.' The: A.R.C,, at their summer
meeting, gives the most' money. . Naturally, -
owners like the Canterbury ones, send their
best -horses to compete at it, keeping  their
second and third-class horses for meetings -
nearer home. = Mr. Stead-and Southern owners -
naturally like to see all their horses run; so to
enable them do so the C.].C. Committee altered -
the date of their Midsummer Meeting, which
has never been a success.” This, we have little
doubt, is the real facts of the case,  With re-
gard to the A.R.C. and C.].C. Spring Meetings
interfering with each other, we fail to see that

‘they do. - The added money “at' the formeér

meeting is small, therefore no horse from the -
South Island would be -likely to compete at it, -
while, on the other hand, if any Auckland, or
in fact North Island owner, had a good or even
a fair horse, he wounld most certainly, if he had
any pluck, send him either to the C.J C..Meet-
ing or across to Sydney, were the stakes are
much more valuable, and more money could
be won. The A.R.C. Spring Meeting can only
be looked upon as a local meeting, to enable
owners in the neighbourhood to find out what
they have got in their stables, and also to -,
enable them to try and pick up a little towards
paying their winter expenses. S
With the remarks made by Mr. Stead regard-
ing the rapid increase of private clubs and the
great. number of trotting races, that are not
beneficial to the improvement of the breed of -
trotting horses, we entirely coincide, and trust
that the letter sent round to the presidents of
the different metropolitan - clubs will be signed

without any hesitation, and when forwarded to . -
" Wellington that the Colonial Secretary will act

on the suggestions made to him. "
AT the Pakuranga Hunt Club Races, which took
place on the Ellerslie course some little time

" back, attention was drawn to the committee

that the starting post for the two and a-half.

mile steeplechase should 'be from the five far- =~ |

long post, and not just before the double in -
front of the stand. The committee consulted
the Secretary of the A.R.C., who said that was
the proper place, and that he had never seen a -
steeplechase of this.distance. start from the
five furlong, post. On his *decision”. the

“stewards decided that in front of the double
" was the proper place, so from that point the

horses were despatched. Juireble dictn. At
the A.R.C. Winter Meeting, held last Saturday,
the Maiden Steeplechase, fwe” and a-kalf miies

‘(exactly the same distance as the. Hunt Club "~

Steeplechase) was started from the five fur-. .
long post, Why? Weleave our readers todraw
their own conclusion. ~ =~ = . T

- Mr. W, Dougla.s, of Napier, ,hﬁs 'b.éc'b_ﬁx‘é .tjle.-

owner  of that “good . cross-country:horse = - -
Chemist, the price paid for him being £300. " .

, His destination will be Australia. . ...
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