
SPORTING FIXTURES, Etc.
COMING EVENTS.

May • 23Auckland Trotting Club

May 25Thames Jockey Club Winter

May 25Waipa Racing Club

May 25Takapuna Jockey Club.

May 25Waihou Jockey Club.

May 23 25Dunedin J.C. May Meeting
May 25Wanganui Jockey Club.
June 3..Auckland R.C. Winter Meeting
June * 6Tattersall’s (Sydney) Steeplechase meeting
July 11Wellington R.C. Winter meeting
June 25Hawkes Bay J.C. Winter Meeting
Aug. 13N.Z. Grand National Steeplechase meeting

, T' NOMINATIONS CLOSE.

May 15'I akapuna Jockey Club. General entries.

May 18Tattersall’s (Sydney) Steeplechase meeting
May 21Thames JockeyClub General Entries

May 29Auckland R.C. Winter meeting. General entries

June 15Wellington R.C.
June 16Hawkes Bay Jockey Club. General entries

June 20N.Z. Grand National Hurdles and Steeplechase
July 25N.Z. Grand National General entries

.WEIGHTS APPEAR.

May 26Auckland R.C. Winter meeting
June 26Wellington R.C.

July 13N.Z. Grand National Hurdles and Steeplechase
Aug. IN.Z.GrandNational Minor events

ACCEPTANCES DUE.

May 15Takapuna Jockey Club.

May 15Auckland Trotting Club

May 16 Waipa Racing Club.

May 21Thames Jockey Club Winter meeting
May 29.. .Auckland R.C. Winter meeting
June lAuckland R.C. Winter Handicap
June 3Great Northern Steeplechase Sweep (5 sovs)
■Tune 16 Hawkes Bay Steeplechase and Hurdle Race

July 8 Wellington R.C.

July 25N.Z. Grand National Hurdles and Steeplechase
Aug. 8...N.Z. Grand National Final payments

NOTICE TO OUR READERS.

The Sporting Review may be purchased from the

following agents:—
Wildman & LyellShortland Street
G. IvilQueen Street.
R. Finch Queen Street.
J. SayebQueen Street.
H. Ellison Queen Street.
T. YXtes....Newton.
F. MabtebSymond Street,
F. Sykes Grahamstown.
J. R. SayebThames.
D. Molntybe Hamilton.
H. Fulleb
C. MackayQueen-street.
Upton & CoQueen-street.
Champtaloup & Cooper Queen-street.
C. G. CabtebTauranga.
E. O’HareVictoria-street.
Mb. BebebfobdNapier.
Mb. Gbeenb Hastings, H.B.

GENERAL NOTICES.
The Spobting Review will be published at Vulcan Lane.
Any irregularity in the supply of the paper should be at once re-

P ported to the publisher.
All communications respecting subscriptions or advertisements

should be addressed to the publisher.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES.

3 Months
.. 2s. 6d., post paid (in advance).

6
~ .. s s*

» ”

12 „ .. Bs.
„ „

HARRY H. HAYR,
Publisher.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

1—“ Copy ” (the technical name of MSS. sent to the press) must be
written on only oneside of the paper.

2—Write on sheets of paper which are neither small enough to be

scrappy, nor large enough to be cumbrous on the printer's case.

3—Leave plenty of space in margin and between lines for your own

and editorial corrections.
4—Use white paper rather than blue; because the writing* stands

out more distinctly.
5—Use ink, and black ink— for the same reason.

6— Write plainly. Distinctpenmanship is animmense desideratum

with both editor and printer.
7 —.Number your pages ofMSS.

The Secretaries of Racing, Rowing, Cricket, Football, Tennis,
Polo, Yachting, Bicycle, Dramatic— in short of any and every
kind of Athletic, Sporting, and Dramatic Clubs are cordially
invited to send us any information that may be of interest to
the public and of use in furtheringtheir interests.

The Editor will at all times be willing to do his best to answer any
questions or decide any disputes on matters of sporting or

general interest.
In every case correspondentsmust enclose their correct names and

~ addresses (but not for publication), asno notice whatever can

be taken of anonymous communications.

To oblige Sporting friends at a distance, the result of im-

portant races will be wired immedialely after they are run on

receipt of a letter containing instructions, and 2s. in stamps.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Wager (Tauranga).—Ace, king, queen, jack, and ten

straight beats three aces.

Sporting Review.
SATURDAY, MAY 16, 1891.

The annual meeting of the Pakuranga Hunt

Club was held at the A.R.C. rooms last Tues-

day. Mr. W. Percival, the master of the

hounds, took the chair. There were also

present Lieut.-Cols. Carre and Dawson, Messrs.

G. Dunnett, E. D. O’Rorke, D. B. Tonks, and

R. Garrett.

Mr. Garrett read the annual report and

balance sheet. The Committee congratulated
the Club on the present satisfactory state of

affairs. During the year the net income was

£309 10s 9d, made up by members’ subscrip-
tions £46 14s 6d, profit of two race meetings
£236 10s 3d, hire and sale of hounds £26 6s.

The expenditure during the year was £295 12s

lid; a balance of £39 4s 6d has been carried
forward. This year they had paid their way
and also got rid of some old liabilities, expended
£3O on improvements, and had a cash balance

in hand of £53 2s 4d ; they were also free from

debt. The kennel was in good order, and the

pack, which consisted of twelve couple, was in

capital condition. Thoy had bought another

horse, but the huntsman’s though in good con-

dition would soon have to be replaced, as they
were getting old. Through their master they
had obtained two fox hound bitches and a

stud hound. Since their arrival in New Zealand

they had a litter of pups, so now they would
be enabled to improve the pack by this import-
ation of new blood. The report and balance

sheet on the motion of the master seconded by
Col. Dawson was adopted. Ihe master called

attention to the necessity of getting more sub-

scribers, as it was very doubtful if they would,
be allowed two race meetings another year.
At the present time the subscriptions were very
small and quite inadequate to meet expenses.

Mr. Percival was re-elected master, Mr. R.

Garrett hon. treasurer, Mr. H. H. Hayr, hon.

secretary. The Committee elected were—Col.

Dawson, Messrs. G. Dunnett, A. Harris, W.

McLaughlin, and E. D. O’Rorke. The opening
meet will take place to-day, at Col. Dawson’s

residence, Ellerslie.

THE TURF.
[BY OLD TURFITE.]

Both loud and deep anathemas have been

hurled at Mr. Knight since he issued the

weights for the Takapuna Jockey Club’s winter

meeting, and not without reason. It is wonder-

ful why the Committee employ him, they must

have seen long since that he was incompetent
for the work. It is not my intention to go

thoroughly into the handicaps to try and pick
a winner until after the acceptances appear, as

this is the last meeting, and many may go for

what is called the “off chance,” in hopes that

they may get their winter oats, as after the

lesson lately given to jockeys there will not be

much fear of anything crooked being done.

The Hurdle Race is incomprehensible. Kate

and Bit-o’-Blue only meet at zlb difference,

though at the Lake meeting the latter ran clean

away from her. Why has The Peer to give
weight to Cloth of Gold, Parnell and Takapu ?

At the A.R.C. meeting Sentinel, who won,

gives Nap 141 b and beat him easily; now they
meet at lolb. In the same race he gives
Cloth of Gold, who did not get a place, 21 lbs;
now they meet at 1 gib. Bit-o’-Blue, who was

third, received 2olb from the winner; now

there is only a difference of 141b; and so on

all through the handicap. In the Birthday
Handicap Leorina meets Tamora at the same

weights as at Otahuhu, when they were second

and third. Kapo, who has won several races

over a distance, is let in the same as Priscilla

and The Dreamer,, who have done nothing. It

is impossible to wade through the handicaps,
but the fields will prove what is thought of

them, so I will only take the Maiden and

Welter, both one mile. In the first Octopus
gives Theorem 71b, Forget-me-not 141b, Warrior

iBlbs, but in the Welter Theorem gives Octopus
21b ; Forget-me-not and Octopus meet at level

weights ; while Warrior gets in on a great deal

better terms. The handicapper when asked

about these discrepancies said it was a different

scale of weights. So it is, but is that the reason

why Forget-me-uot, who is only a pony and

has been racing as such, should have to meet

Octopus and Warrior, who have won Welter

races, on worse terms. Theorem has won two

hurdle races, therefore should be supposed to

be able to carry a heavy weight. In the Maiden

Handicap, one mile, Mr. Knight has handi-

capped Brown Bess, a two-year-old, at Bst. I

thought a handicapper should know the rules

of racing. (No two-year-old shall run more than

seven furlongs.) Taking the different races as

they are now, Sentinel if on “ sentry go
” should

win the Hurdle Race and Steeplechase, while

the majority of the others should go to the

selected one of the “ North Shore stables.”

In the Canterbury Times of May 7th there are

two articles referring to remarks that were made

in the Sporting Review regarding the dis-

persal of the Middle Park Stud, also saying
that they were devoid of truth. It is not

difficult to see from whose pen they emanated.

Opinions of course differ in the management
and expenses of a breeding establishment. The

Canterbury Times says that the dispersal was

necessary to close a partnership. Many the

same as myself were under the impression that

it was a Company. One thing struck me

forcibly—the sale was advertised as without

reserve, at the same time the two stallions were

bought in. As regards the site not being a

suitable one, I must say I coincide in it, having
had many years experience in breeding in

England, with the late Sir Joseph Hawley and
Mr. Blenkiron as my mentors. I have my own

opinions whether right or wrong. Middle

Park is situated too flat and the ground was

devoid of lime. The old saying is that where

Elms and the Hawthorn grow best, is the

proper place to breed the thoroughbred. The

remark that horses bred in Canterbury are

more lasting though not so precocious as those

bred in a balmier climate, is hardly carried out

by the record in the stud book. As regards St.

George being a failure at the stud, is a matter

of opinion; the best of his get after being some

ten years at the stud is Merrie England; and he

is a long way off a good one. Stud Companies
have always been failures. You have only to

look back to the Rawcliffe, Cobham, and many
other companies who all failed, while the late Mr.

Blenkiron, Crowther Harrison, Paiskey, Smith,
and other private breeders have made it pay.
The reason is not hard to find—the money that

should be profit goes in the salaries of manag-

ing director, manager, secretary, etc. It is not

in hay and oats the expense comes in. Mr.
Blenkiron, the most successful breeder ever

known, has often told me that he only averaged
iz£ per cent on his capital; then he only had

to pay one stud groom and helpers, all the rest

of the work he did himself. If he had not, where

would the profit be ? Stud companies never

will pay, especially in New Zealand.

“Cranbrook,” of the Sportsman, writes:—

During a chat with Mr. W. E. Dakin the other

day, the name of the outsider who won the

Two Thousand Guineas at Newmarket last

week —Common, by Isonomy from Thistle, by
Scottish Chief from The Flower Safety, by
Wild Dayrell—cropped up, and Mr. Dakin

kindly furnished me with some interesting par-
ticulars anent this colt’s maternal ancestry. It

appears that The Flower Safety, grand dam of

the Two Thousand winner, at one time belonged
to Mr. Dakin, and he still retains a very vivid

recollection .of a nasty jar she gave him at the

Warwick Spring meeting in 1863. On referring
to the ‘ English Racing Calendar ’ for that year
in the Public Library, I find that Mr. W. E.

Dakin purchased The Flower Safety after win-

ning a Selling Race, for 135 guineas on the

first day of the Warwick meeting. The morn-

ing after the purchase Mr. Dakin tells me he

tried her with another horse of his called In-

kerman, who had started the week previously
at Liverpool in the Grand National Steeple-
chase, won by Lord Coventry’s Emblem, with

the result that Inkerman beat the mare badly
over a mile at level weights. On the last day
of the same meeting Mr. Dakin started both

Inkerman and The Flower Safety for a Welter

Handicap, and on the strength of the private
spin backed the horse to win a good stake

down to 5 to 4. To his utter surprise, The

Flower Safety gave the lie completely to. her

private form’, and, though meeting Inkerman

on pounds worse terms than in the trial, she

won in a canter by three lengths. Shortly after

that Mr. Dakin, who was in the 6th Dragoon
Guards at the time, won the Grand Military
Steeplechase over the Rugby course with In-

kerman, and the horse’s victory so pleased him

that he made a present of The Flower Safety
and a very handsome douceur besides to his

then trainer, W. H. Scott, of Plymouth Copse,
Holywell. The Flower Safety was, Mr. Dakin

says, a wiry-looking mare, rather light of bone,
and, like most of Wild Dayrell’s stock, very
much on the leg. She, however, was a rare

bred one. Her dam, Nettle, who belonged to

Palmer, of Rugby poisoning fame, was a rat-

tling good mare, and started a great favourite

for the Oaks that Marchioness won. Mar-,
chioness, that year’s Oaks winner, was after-

wards purchased and brought out here by Mr.

Fisher, and was one of the gems of the famous

Maribyrnong stud—producing Rose of Den-

mark (whom Harry Tothill, the South Aus-
tralian trainer, will long remember), the dam
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