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* SPORTING REVIEW.. -

' MUSIC, DRAMA, ETC.

. Spectatum admissi risum teneatis amici ?

THE PHONOGRAPH, UNDER THE MANAGEMENT
T - OF MESSRS. M‘MAHON.

"My vocabulary fails to supply epithets to fit
- the case of  that bewildering Phonograph ;
- strange, unique, marvellous, wonderful, are all
" jnadequate —miraculous is perhaps the best
“'word. On Monday evening I repaired to the
Opera House in the mood of a doubting
Thomas, expecting to hear an interesting
scientific lecture, with illustrations, resembling
more than anything else the tone of a very

. " superior musical box. = The first cornet solo
" utterly routed that ides, and raised my expec-
"+ tations to.a pitch which subsequent perfor-
. . mances more than. realised. The machine and
|_its appurtenances I regard with superstitious
*. awe. In those waxen cylinders lie the echoes
.. of sounds.dead and buried; but at the will of
._cthe operator they live and speak again and
" ~again. ' The receptive powers of the instrument
. are readily grasped by the mind, but how those
" sounds are reproduced in volume so nearly ap-
proaching to the voices which engraved them
upon'- the sensitive wax almost baffles the

- understanding. It is all very well to think of
analogous examples such as in photography,
the negative from which numbers of prints may

. be fixed on a prepared medium by the action
- of light.. But that analogy only applies ps0
" fante,; and is by no means complete or satisfac-
“"tory. - Mr. Archibald only reveals what he
thinks fit, and unexplained mysteries hirk be-
 hind. . Probably the microphone is in some
" way brought inte play to inerease the volume
" of sound. Another puzzling problem is to
.secount for the phonograph’s capacity to catch

. and fix the music of a whole band, or of a
" chorus of voices. In the case of a single in-
struinent or voice the performer sings, plays,
_or speaks right into the receptacls, the sound
.. waves striking the delicate mechanism. which
" jmmediately records the impressions received:
But how comes it that the music of a number

" of instruments or voices wmerely floating and
waving -in_the ‘air can ‘act upon the waxen
_tympanum with a force sufficient fo impress &
reproducible record of so great a volume? I

" should like to see Mr. Impey's band and the
_*Orpheus Glee Club on the stage playing and
" singing. morceaux for the Phongraph to record
and reproduce coram popule ;- but in wishing to

- penetrate mysteries which ate perhaps sacred
I may be acting the part of a Paul Pry, so “1
bope I dor’t intrude !’ Not being a Scot, and
.¢laiming to have some ear for music, the bag-
! . pipes awx naturel are not pleasing tomy sesthetic
~ genses. ~ But the bag-pipes rendered by Phono-
*.graph are simply delicious. The harsh and
nasal” tones become refined and harmonious.
.. On-the other hand, Mr. Bingley Shaw’s song
.- was somewhat nasal and unpleasant in timbre.
- Perhaps . the homopathic dictum, = similia
semilibus curantur, applies to the Phonograph.
In all the voice solos I -noticed something of

.- Mr. Punch’s intonation, but in the concerted
- pieces; both for voices and instruments, this
- defqet was minimised. - The vocal quartette was
exquisite, a8 were also the ensembles sung by

" the Jubilee Minstrels,”and some of the band
selections.. But to be convinced of the fidelity

of our. * recording angel,” one had only to
“listen to the terrible cacophony perpetrated by
'‘the . Adelaide streef ba.ng. ¢ Silver thread's

-~ among the gold” . surpassed in atrocity of dis-

cord the bhest efforts of the vilest of German’

bands. : Auckland audiences pride themselves
. upon possessing - a refined and critical taste in
" matters musical—so of course we encored that
selection ! - B
- *.To sum up in a fow words. Edison’s Phono-
grapb. is a- miracle. : It will doubtless be
- rendered still more perfect by the genius of the
_ colossal brain which conceived and elaborated
. -gome-of the greatest marvels of the nineteeth
- century. ' Any one who allows this opportunity
to escape  will - hereafter, quoting Dogberry,
exclaim, “0, that ke were here to write me

down an ass !’

. It is gratifying to hear of Miss Otie Chew’s
- remarkable success and rapid progress in her
musical studies in London. I expected nothing
less, ' She is gifted with exceptional qualities.

.. Her fastidiously correct ear and refined taste,
. aiter some years of earnest and conscientious

study under competent direction, must place
her in the very highest rank among lady

violinists. Festina lenfe should be her motto, -

and I trust that she will not be prematurely
brought before the public, - Many a promising
crop yields a comparatively scanty harvest by
a too hasty attempt to garner the grain before
it is perfectly ripe for the sickle. Having
ained favour with so excellent a judge as Sir
eorge Grove, his sound advice should be
scrupulously followed. .

Mg. SEErIpAN's “ Fun on the Bristol,” which is
shortly to reappear before an Aucklend
audience, will be a pleasant change for those
who delight in side-splitting comicalities.
Widow O'Brien boasts many captives of her
bow and spear, and is certain to lengthen her
list of victories. I see that the company adds
the ballet to ifs many attractive resources, so
that we may expect some elegant elegies illustra-

ting the poetry of motion !
ORPHEUS,

ADVERTISEMENTS.
O‘ P E R A H O U 8 E.
Tnder the Direction of Messra, McMahon, .

THE PHONOGRAPH A SENSATIONAL BUCCEBE,
THE PHONOGRAPH A SENSATIONAL SUCCESS.

THE TALK OF THE TOWN.

LAST NIGHT BUT ONE.
LAST NIGHT BUT ONE.

: OF
EDISON’S MARVELLOUS PHONOGRAPH,
THE ASTOUNDING TALKING MACHINE,

TO-NIGHT, AT EIGHT O'CLOCE,
PROFESS08 DOUGLAR ARCHIBALD, M.A., Oxox
Will deliver an interesting Lecture, illustrated by I..imef{g‘hﬁ
. Views, and exhibit the Wonderful Capabilities of
EDISON'S STARTEING TALEKING CHINE.,

:  GRAND MATINEE PERFORMANCE, .
TO-MORROW (Baturdsy), at three o’clock, for the convenience
. of Families and Schools.
Childyen Half-price to all parta of the house.,

THE PHONOGEAFH, the Most Wonderful Achievement of the
ingennity of man. - -
POPULAR PRICES—3s., 25., and 1a. Plan at Wildman'a.
Day T chets at Partridge’s. . - .
' W, A. JINKIN’S, Business Manager.

O PEERA

Under the Direction of
.MEBSRS- WILLIAMEON, GARNER & CO.

H O U S E.

Grand g%ning Night, o
TUESDAY, BRUARY 171H
{not Mondey as previously advertised, owing to the detention of
o0 the steamer nt Napier), '

TOR SHORT ~LEASON.
. SHERIDAN ‘
JOHN F. !SHERIDAN} JOHN F.
SHERIDAN

) The Oue, the Only, tiie Inimitable,
WIDOW O’BRIEN,
Supported by an exceptionally Strong Company of Lady and
Gentlemen Musical and Comedy Artists, in the%henomenyally
sueccessful Farcical Comedy, entitled, o

" FUN ON THE BRISTOL,

Now_in_the twelfth year of a continuous run throughout the
English-speaking worild, a fact at once pronouncing Mr,
Bheridan apd his great characteristic study, Widow O%irisn,
a record without an equal. i ..

THE COMPANY.—Mis: Gracie Whiteford, Miss 8tella Tudor,
Miss Bentrice Lorne, Miss Nellie Arline, Mias Fannie Wiseman,
Miss Alice Austin, Misy Mildred 'I‘ligzg,'nﬁss Gertie ‘White, Misa
Lily ‘Williams, Miss Lizzie Fraser, Miss Julia de Courcey, Miss
Kate Whiteford, Mr. H, M. Tmane, Mr. Alfred James, Mt. Wil
fred Carr, Mr, Churles Bovis, Mr. Wm. Bovis, Mr. Burton Loyle,
Mr. John Tudor, Mr. §, Brrickson, Mr.. W. Dalgieish, Mies Bella
Howard, Miss M. Ballinger, Miss Julia Lee. :

Bee the Beautiful SAPPHO BALLET.
« 8ee the Graceful BAFPHO BALLET.
_Bee the Dresses of the - [{SAPPHO BALLET.

Grand Comic Opera FProduction, Full Opera Chorus and Ballet,
All the Latest London Songs, Dances, ete. Every item, every
song, every dance new, and a distinet novelty. .

Box Plan at Wildman's ; day rale at Parhidge'a,
Prices of Admnission: 48, 3s°, 28., 18,
Doora open &t 7; commence a
Wliaeh

t 8 &l .
_ . GEC. MDONALD, Agsmt.
VVAR!  WAR!! WARI
'~ _MERCER REGATTA, '
SATURDAY, 7rH MARCH, 1891.

CANOE HURDLE RACES ON THE NOBLE
: © WAIKATO RIVER. |

FuN ¥OR THOUSANDS,
. Come and see the Mercer Regatta,

. THOMAS PORTER, Hon. Sec.

« UMSLOPOGAAS.” -

H

F. CRUICKSHANK,
» . ’ T . .
MEMBER OF TATTERSALL’S CLUB,
. .AUCKLAND. }

P;ogram'rnc and Price Lists forwarded on application.
Will attend all Country Race Meetings.

FRIDAY, 20re -FEBRUARY,
AT 12 0’'CLOCK.

" PAKURANGA HUNT CLUB SUMMER

MEETING, ELLERSLIE.
GATES, '
" BOOTHS,
CARDS,
STALLS,
' STABLING.

DIGBY TONKS & CO. ‘ "

Have received instructions to sell, at Brunswiclk Mart,
‘on Friday, 20th Februazy, . - ’

GATES, BOOTHS, CARDS,

STALLS,
#+ STABLING. o
For the Pakvranga Hunt Club’s Summér Mecting, to
take place at Ellerslie Racecourse on Saturday,
‘ 28th February, - oo e

HITFORD PARK ANNUAL RACE
MEETING, .

g

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1891,

A
Wx. L. LOCKHART, -
St s Heeretary.

i’ii - Lty

(CANTERB URY ' JOCKEY CLUB.
- SPRING MEETING, 1801, . ' '

THE NEW ZEALAND CUP, 1891.

A Fandicap Sweepstakes of 20 sovs. -each, with 1jooo
" sovs. added ; second horse to receive 200 sovs., and the
third horse 100 sovs. out of .the stakes. . For three-
year-olds and upwards. The winner of any handicap

Steamer leaves the Queen Street Wharf at 9 a.m.

of the value of 100 sovs. after the declaration.of (the . -

weights, 3lb; 200 sovs., 5lb; 3joo sovs, 7lb extra.
Entrance, z sovs., by 4 p.m. on Monday, March znd.
Weights will be declared on or about July 1st. Accep-
tance, with 3 sovs., on Friday, August. 7th, .1391;
7 sovs. ont General Entry Day, i891, and 10 sovs. ona -
daté hereafter to be named. shortly before the race. -
Two miles. , T

 ENTRIES Monday, March znd, 1891, atg.p.m. -
W. H. E. WANKLYN,
Secretary.

ADDLERY AND HARNESS.

Stable Requisites of Every Variety, ~ - ::

m . Racing Gear of latest -
. improved kind at low.

est prices, Beforepur- -
v chasing elséwhere, call
i/ andseewhat theunder-
rigned will snpply you
with. By manufactur.
ing in large guentities,
and by uge of the latest
improved labour -save

. ing appliances, and by
direct importation . of
" -. gli mountingsfrom the
. makers, thecost of pro-
w , . duetion is reduw to

the lowest limit, and he therefore supplies GOODS AT THE
LOWEST PRICES. e v

This Brand is now, as it has been for efghtesn years;, everywhera
Lknown as a guarantee of good value. Moderate Prices and Best
‘Work, and returned completed in the shortest e of time, saine
or next day a8 required. Send for Retail uced Price Lints

just Publizhed. —_— .

TR W, 8. JONES, v o
Wholesale Manufacturing Saddler and Harness Maker,
[Next Bank of Australin) AUCKLAND. | 'l

By Bpecial Appointment to His Excellency the Earl of Onalow,

G.C.M.&., Governor of New Zealand. ...~ ., .

B3 Repairs a Speciality.

L



