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Tod Bloan, the now famous American jockey
is only 26 years of age.

A yonrling sister of The Grafter and Gaulus is
being educated by Tke Earnshaw, of Randwick.

Mensrs Rutherford and OChapman, two well.
known Christchurch sportsmen, were present at
Takapuna yesterday.

The officials of the Auvkland Racing Club
yesterday received an intimation from Lord Ran-
furly that he would avail himself of the oppor-
tunity of being present at the June meeting,

Holacauste, the ¥rench colt that has been in
guch favor for the English Derby, run next Wed-
nesday, wasbeaten ina race at Paris last month.
The race was for three-year-olds, and his defent
has ceuzed Holacauste te decline in favor.

At the Takapuna meeting yesterday Recon-
struction broke down badly, having jarred or

artially dislocated the elbow of the near fore-leg.
E“he injury was evidently a bad one, as the
hoZsee could not be removed from the conrse with-
oat difficulty : .

The Napier people are having a seriea of steeple-
chase obstacles erceted inside their plough galiop.
They will in no way interfere with training oper-
ations for other clastes of horses, and it is intended
that they shall cceupy a permanent poeition on
the elub grounds. ‘ .

The Bydney jockey, W. Delaney, now in
England, did not make a promising start in the
Old Country. His first n ount was in the Anchor
Btakes, on April 1 at Alexandra Park, on an uan-
named horse by Derringer from Frivoli. The
horee finished nenrly last.

Fata.Morgana (Cranbrook—8ierra), Mr H. C.
'White's two-year-old foaled to English time, had
8 run in the Flying Hendicap at Warwick Farm
on May 13 (states the Sydney Referee). She
showed a feir turn of speed. for a few furlongs,
but, s was only to be expected, died away st the
finish. Whether she will prove any good is, of
courge, problematical, but, for the sake of the
owner’s experiment, it is to be hoped she does, as
in such case, ske will be given a chance on the
Eiplish turf.

- The Chaafe stable had a fine innings at the
Takapuna Meeting. On the first day Auld
Reekie, St. Ursula, end Fartan Jeannie held up
the borer of the stable, and yesterday Bt. Flmo
and Nor'-West completed the tale of victory.
Cannongate ran an excellent race in the Welter
Handicap, end rome lookers-on thought he was
going to add another victory to the credit of the
veteran trainer, )

Drum Major ran & really good race yesterday
I'he youngster, in the hands of
Burns, won as he liked, and though we cannot
approve of the owners' policy in racing a young
horse po frequently, we recognise that Drum
Mazjor is a sterling horse, and that at five years
old be will be able to hold his own with the best
jumping horses in Australasia.

Regalie paid a thumping dividend yesterday—
£58 26 inside and £68 95 outside her supporters
received. Merry Maid waas & runner in the same
race, One was nominated by Mr Handley and the
otber by Mrs Handley, Surely this was & cass for
bracketing on the machine. We quite believe
that the horses ran on their merits, but it is only

- fair to the public that the horaes so plainly in one

" in grent style and appeared to be going well,

ownership should be bracketed.

The Splinter people had bad luck on Saturday’
The gelding jumped the first and second hurdles
At
the third jump Bellman just touched the hurdle,
Drum Major koocked it a bit harder, and as it
came back Splinter struck it hard and ceme a
regular purler. He slid right in the track of
Nor'-West, whose first stride over the jump
landed him emonget Splinter’s lega. 1t appeared as
if a terrible mix up wouid happen, but the Sou’-
wester pelding kept his feet in a marvellous
manner and ran a respectable second to the ster-

ling Bellman, .

The cherges brought against the Wellington
police officer in connection with the recent tote.
betting cases was hesrd on Monday, and after
legal argument the 8.M. postponed delivering hs
judgment on the case. On Tuesday Mr Haseldeu
gave judgment in the case. In dismissing the

" charge against the defendants the 8.M, said they

acted under orders, The object they were em-
ployed upon was for the public good, and what
they had done was done in the performance of
their duty. The defendants were not mere
informers in apy legal sense of the word, and
they ought to be protected in the performance of
thelr duty. :
- An interesting statement has just been issued
by “Tattersall” Adams, showing what hap bhap-
pened in comnection with his sweeps during the
nine months prior to March last, New South
‘Wales has taken nearly £80,000 of the *place”
rizen ; Victoria, £35,000 ; New Zealand £20,000;
ueensiand, £17,000 ; South Australis, £5193 ;
Tasmania, £2600 ; Western Ausiralia, £1692;
and China, £1125. Thore were 29 conaultations
held, only 12 of which filled, end the aggregate
amount of the “place” prizes paid away was
£184932. Then, of course, a great deal was
given in oash prizes. Four of the five “‘spevials,”
drawn on the day of the race, filled.

The victory of Contrast over Le Var, Guullo,
Paul Bry, Forest, Vigorous, and Diflidence in the
Bouth Australian Jockey Club’e Elder Stakes, a
weight-for-age event, ia described as the surprise
of the season in Australia. Contrast is a five-
year-old and is by that once famouns horee Com-
motion, and is owned by Mr J. B, Pearson. 8he
paid a dividend of £3612s, and on the second day
of the meeting she demonstrated that her Elder
Btakes victory had been no fluke, aa she won the
Adelaide Oup of 1500 sovs, beating fourteen oppo-
nents. On this oconsion, however, she was muoh
better supported, as out of £5676 158 on the
machine, £1350 108 had been invested in her
favor. Her dividend, therefore, amouated to
only £3 16s, 8 very small one indeed considering
the quality and size of the fle]ld. Bhe carried 7at,
the top weight being Iie Var with 9st 21b.

Tangahoe was struck out of the Auckland R.C.
Hurdles (states The Mail), he having been nomi-
nated without the coneent of his owner. Buch
being the case the Wanganui Club, for whose
hack hurdles the horse was nominated, decided
to allow the horse to start, Their regulation
gtipulated that = horse could not be nominated if
he had been nomipated for an open handicap
eleewhere within three months previously.

THE NORTH NEW ZEALAND GRAND
NATIONAL MEETING,

R N——
[BY PETROXEL. ]

The Auckland Recing Club may be congratu-
lated up.n the general entrios for the forthcoming
crogs-oountry meeting, for Lhough the nomina-
tions might have been more numerous the class
of jumping horses competing is undeniably good.
In the minor events the entries altogether total
197, which, with the 22 nominated for the Grand
Notional Hurdles and the 25 entered for the
Grent Northern Steeplechase, makes & grand total
of 244 nominations received by Mr Percival,
On Friday last the acceptances for the big races
came in, and it was found that ovly six horses
had dropped out of the Grand National Hurdles,
while sixteen out of the original twenty-five en-
tered for the Great Nortbern Bteeplechase bad
eried content. The witbdrawals from the Na-
tional are St. Kilda, Cairo, Little Billee, Anits,
Kapei, and Pyroxylin. The defection of 8t
Kilds, Kapai, Little Billee, und Anite was to be
expected, but Pyroxylin had been doing good
work over the sticks, and some people expected
to see him perform well with his light burden.
He, however, is engaged in the Maiden Hurdles
on the second day, 8o perhape it has been found
that the mile and three-quarters will suit him
better than the two mile course. Cairo is oub
because of an accident. He slipped up the other
day in soft going, and strained some muscles.
This is & pity, for the Gipsy King gelding had a
very favorable weight, and would undoubtediy
nave run a good race, I am under the impres-
gion that we did not see quite the best of Criro
at the Elleralie Autumn Meeting, and had he
remained fit and well I should have taken Mr
Poachey’'s gelding as one of the likely omes.
Dummy, with sll his weight—and he haa plenty
to carry with 11lst 10lb up—is still in the race,
and probably he will be running on when a good
few of the light-weight dirision have had enough,
The Mute's son would have been nominated for
the Wanganui meeting, but it was found that he
sould not be prepared in time, owing to his en
forced absence from the training track, His
mishap cannot bave affected him very seriously,
however, or he would not have been left in the
Nationsl aud in the Great Northern Steeplecha.e.
The Takapuna running showed Bellman to be in
rattling good form, but I think the Tetford gelding
can be made just a trifle batter by the time the
big hurdle race comes along. After Splinter fell
Bellman had matters all his own way, and he
proved decisively that the rumours as to his in-
ability to gallop in the mud were all wrong.
Baturday was a heavy day with a vengeance, nnd
Mr Hannon’s chestnut was not in the least
troubled by the holding state of the track Bell-
men met Nor' West with a srone the b st of it
at Takapuna, at Ellerslie Bellman bas 3lbs less
to carry, and Nor'-West has 7lbe taken off- There

is etill & difference of 10lbs between the Lair, and |

at that I believe Bellman holds Nor'-West in
perfect anfety. MSplinter’s fall causes a feeling of
distruss. The Nalator ge'ding may go over again
for as he flies his hurdles the slighteat touch is
liable to topple him over. Then agsin Splinter
has not got through such a tremendous lot of
work aver hurdles, and though a fast horse on the
flat he bas before now bad to be stopped in hie
work when in preparetion for a jumping race.
He certaicly looks as fit s a fiddle, and with the
careful attention he is receiving at Frank Mac-
manemin’d handas, he will probably go to the post
in splendid fettle, and he well be a well backed
horss too. Good mecounts of Whangaros,
Kanzks, Marina, snd Hangfire have been received
and I believe nome of the superstitious order of
backers have picked on Whangaroa, as u ship
beari- g that name was the first to bring news of
the missing steamer Perthshire! The Wanganui
running shows that Marina is entitled to the very
greatest respect for the Grrand National Hurdles,
1 have a liking for Shylock, for the Wapiti
gelding battles ail the way through his races, and
he has a very mice turn of speed. Maydayisa
mare that will run 8 very good race. I suppose
it is & question es to whioh is the better, Konaka
or Mayday, but I shall not be surprised if the
mare is started in the Hurdles and Kanaka re-
served for the Steeplechase. At the present time
I like the chances of BrrziMAN, KaNaxsa, May-
DAY, MARINA, and Non'-WEST. )

As was expected, Rbino did not accept for the
Great Northern Steeplechase, and others who
have fallen out mre Cairo, Claymore, Perform,
Kapai, Ned Kelly, En Avant, Conscript, and
Hirstland. Theee withdrawals leave sixteen
acceptors; exactly the same as the National
Hurdle Race has. llummy, with 11st 11ib, has
121b more than he carried to victory in the New
Zouland Grand National last year, and if he can
carry the weight to victory over the trying
Ellerelie course he will add glory to his already
distingnished reputation. Of the tried per-
formers his most dangerous antagonist, Rhino, is
out of the way. The old hands remaining in
are Nor'-West, Mies Nelson, Magpie, and Mus-
catel. All these know the Kllerslie steeplechase
courss, and may be relied upon to megotiate its
difficulties in safety. Old Mangere would pro-
bably have done better to have stayed on the
other side, but he ia another who should have no
trouble in getting over the jumps and climbing
the hill. Kanaks and Muscatel are very fairly
treated indeed, The firet:-mamed is & beautiful

"chaser, and I expect him t6 handsomely beat all |.

the Auckland horses, On their Takapuna run-
ning he should held Nor'-West easily, and Nor'-
Woeet I take to be the best of the Auckland

horses we know. BSplinter has nothing te carry,
but he has yet to earn bracketa over country;
while Dingo, who is always said to be going to
aatonieh the racing world, has not yet done any-
thing to resommend him for such & race as the
Q@reat Northern Steeplechase. Muscatel had 6lb
more to carry this year thun she won with at the
last A.R.C. National Meeting, and as she is acoom-
plishing good work it is evident that gha must
command great respect.
field is of superior quality to the runners engaged

in the '98 Steeplechase, but I think Muscatel will '

be very close up at the finish of the race. She is
a pretty jumper, and can race on the flat.
By her win at Wanganui she incurs a 51b penalty,
but even this does mot put her out” of court.
Amongst the light-weights Kaitoa is performing
excellent work at Ellerstie, and Crusado has done
very creditably in public. Riot
to recommend him, and the * foreigners I want
to know more about before taking them on my
side. Ho far T think the winner will come from
Kanara, MuscaTern, Domay, and CEUSADO.

Racing Results.
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' TAKAPUNA JOCKEY CLUB'S
WINTER MEETING.

SuceNDp DAY—WEDNESDAY, MMy 24,

The second day of the Takapuna Jockey Club
was not favored with Queen’sweather, the aky be-
ing overcast and the going heavy. The attend-
ance, however, was good. Results:—

: Hacr HaNDICAT.

Corporal, 8.4, Tate .. o1
Waellington, 8.12, Gallagher - .o 2
Heamoa, 7.10, Satman 3

Other starters—Castaside, Quilted, ‘Waitress,
Reconstruction, Pariri, Tiki, and Dorothy I1.

Won on the post by a head. Reconstruction
broke down badly, and was, with difficulty,” re-
moved from the course. Time, lmin 40sec.
Dividend—DInside, £9 123 ; outside, £8 4u.

Sgconp Haxpicar Hurnoie Race, one mile and
three quartera. ‘

Drum Major, 9.0, Burna
Shylock, 10.2, Phillips . ..
Tim, 10.8, Fergus .. e .e

Other starter— Straybird.

Drum Major made the running -all the
way and won by two lengths, five lengths
between second and third. Time, 3min 33sec.
Dividends—Inside, £4 195; outside, £3 18s,

Barrannis HANDICAP,

[ ]

Crusade, 6,12, Satman .. o1
Cuirasette, 8.2, Buchanan .. o 2
Aunld Reekie, 7.7, Chaafe .. 3

Other starters—Red Lancer, Firefly, Porangi
Potae, and Brilliant.

‘Won by two lengths, a length between second
and third, Time, lmin 52sec, Dividends— In-

side, £8 ; outside, £8 10s.
Szconp Pony Hawpicar, five furlongs,

Edison, 7.7, Tate . . v I
Rengiurn, 8.0, Gillespie .. o 2
Trooper, 6.12, Stewart . 3

Other atarters— Lena, Nithmount, Cuisine,
Roy, Francis, Clansman, Botfly, and Lady.

Won by aneck. Time, lmin 10 3-5ssc. Divi-
dends—Inside, £22 12s; outside, £13 188,

Vicroria Haxpicar, six furlongs.

3t. Blmo, 8.10, Duff ., e A |
Lillie, 8.6, Gallagher .. L2
Cuiraserte, 8.12, Buchanan 3

* Other starters—Firefly, Partan Jeannie, Pick-
lock, Manutake, Lufra, The Archer, Jack, Tiki.

Won by hulf a length, & neck between second
and third, Time, lmin 24 3-5se0. Dividends—
Inside, £13 108; outside, £13 ts.

Hawpicar STECPLECKASE, about three miles and-
: a half,

Nor'- West, 12.8, Hall . A |
Glenlors, 10.6, Burns e - an 2
Other starters—Riot, Dingo, Rifle, Kaitoa,

Crusado disgualified.

Crusado finished first, but protest was entered
agrinst him on the ground of a cross in the
atraight, After a lengthy investigation the
stewards disqualified Crusade, and awarded the
race to Nor'.West, Time, Smin 8 4-bsec. Divi-

“dends—Inside, £5 68 ; outside, £5 7a.

WeLrer Hanpicar

Regalia, 7.10, Hodson . PP |
Lrusade, 9,0, Sceates e ... 2
Acone, 10.5, Taylor . A
Other starters—Cuirasette, 8t. Gordon, Tiki,
and Leo. ‘ .
A close finish, Dividends—Inside, £58 2a;
outaide, £68 9a, :

DUNEDIN JOCKEY CLUB'S WINTER
MEETING.

Fiest Dax, Mavy 24,

The wenther was wet, but the attendance good.
The following are the results :—
Hacx HaNDICAP,

Witchoeaft .o 1
Bilver Crest ... . 2
Vulean ... ver e 3
Scratoched—Hippenus. - Dividend, £4 10s.
HurpiEs,
Waikais. .. .o 1
&t Hiko ... 2

Scmtched—Pionaar."-Only'ilwo ﬁg;i.t;hed. Divi-
dend, £4 la.

BIRTHEDAY HANDICAF,

" Btarshot... . e 1
Bkirmisher . 2
Malatua... - .. e e B

Scratched—dJupiter. Time, 2min 54sec, Divi-
dend, £3 10s. :

¢EQ. FOWLDS is slaughteriag

Probably this year's.

has very little i

MA.mEﬁ.

Benzoin .. e . 01
La Reine.. . . o 2
Hypnotist . o . 3
Qther starter— Corvette. Dividend, £1 1le.
‘W BLTER.
Jupiter .. . . A |
Gitanella ., .. . . 2
Red Banner .. . .. 3
Scratched—Tiger Lily. Dividend, £2 1ls.
Serrmvg.
Proposal .. .. .- oo 1
Nihilist .. .. o o 2

Wedlock .. .- .. .. 3 :
Scratched— Dilemma, Corvette, and Izal. Divi-
dend, £6 15s.
TrsvEsMEN'S JHANDICAP.
Brisa e .. ..
Vanilla .. . ‘e
Eidelweiss .. .. .. 8
Seratched—Maremma, Ben Farley, and Aber=-
crombie. Dividend, £2 8s.

1
2.

THE WANGANUI JOCKEY CLUB'S
WINTER MEETING.

Wet weather was experienced the night befere
and on the morning of the races, but it broke fine
about noon. The track was wet but not extra
heavy. The attendance was good. £6906 went
through the machine, which was &n increase of

£1842 on same day last year. Resultsa;—
Frying,

Leda, 'W. Holmes . o 1

Female Franchise, Murray .. 2

Toa, Jenkina .. . ’ 3

All started,. Won easily 'by'- a Ie.r:gth and a
half. Time, 1min 19 3-6sec, Dividend, £19 17a

WANGANTI STEEPLECHARE.

Musecatel, Johnson ., w1
‘Whangaroa, Cochrane .. o 2
Bradshaw, Higgina ., . 3 - -
Scratched—Watershot. A pretty race. Hilda
I1. and Barbarossa fell at the water jump. Ea- -

paka and Tally-Ho fell at thée second to last
jump Won by two lengths. Time, 6min
29 4-6sec. Divivend, £6 7a., o

HUNTE R8’. STEEFLECHASE,
Stilts, Christle .. .. ..
Robin Hooed, Vallance ,,

The Clown, Gordon ..

-~

o b

Also started—Eleotro.. Good finish, . Time,
7min 10sec, Dividend, £3 1s. : :
Haxpiosar HUBDLES.
Marina, Arnott... 1.~
Nipapu, Higgine 2
Nayborn N
All started. Won easily. Time, 4min 8 1-5sec.
Dividend, £2 17a.
' Haiox HURDLES.
Derry, Peters ... e 1
Woolloomooloo... e 2

Frost ... e . 3
Won by half & neck. Time, 2min 58sec.
Dividend, £3 8s.
' SUBURBAN STREPLES.

The Friar, Johnson ... e 1

‘Venture ... e 2

Highlander . ... e R
Kanaka, Barbaroesa, and Bradeshaw were

scratched ‘Won by two lengths. Time, 5min

43 1.58ec. Dividend, £3 5».
Hack Frat.

Dartmoeor, Holmes ..
Southerly Buster
Coralinn... e e B
‘TDormant was scratched. Won by a length.
Time, 2min 7eec, Dividend, £2 18s,

I N

THE TAKAPUNA JOCKEY CLUB'S
" WINTER MEETING.

[Bx Arras)]

TaEBE i8 no doubt that the Takapuna Jookey -
Club is one of the most important of the country
clubs in New Zealand, and when anything hap-
pens to mar the snceess of ite gatherings the in-
terests of the sport suffer, and the sporting com-
munity are dieappointed. They were a little bit
more than disappointed on the first day of the
Talapuns Club’s Winter Meeting, for, speaking-
pereonally, the feeling of disappointment merged
into disgust when pitiless rain fell heavily just
as the first race was being run, and revisited us
at intervals during the afternoon., Waet ooats, -
Takspuna mnd, and a etiff cold breeze are not
pleasant conditions under which to hold a race
meeting. snd would knock the enthusiasm out of
even a Salvation Army man, but somehow the
love of the [sport is too strong for wind and
weather, and fully 2000 people braved the ele-
ments and witnessed the racing, The course,
which up to Friday had been in splendid con-
dition, became sloppy, but ,that did not prevent
some of the races being well contested, and some’
exciting finishes were witnessed, while the only
mishap to note was the fall of Bplinter in -the
Hurdle Race. It looked an wugly fall, but the
horse and rider escaped, and Splinter’s backers
mourned:. Mr R. Wypyard's arrangements were
oomplete, and the programme wes carried out
with precieion and correctuess. Mr Frank Lawry,
M.H.R., oceupied the judge’s box in the absence
of the Hon. E. Mitchelson, and bad two close -
finishes to decide, and under the exciting circum-
stances it ia not surprising that some oriticised




