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The D.J.C. has been served with a writ of eum-
mons over its tenancy of the Forbury, in which
there is & claim for putting the buildings, ete.,
in proper order.

The weights for the following races to be run
at Elierslie on Saturday, June 3, are dueto-day ;
Winter Welter, Maiden Steeplschase, Pony
Hurdles, and Maiden Hurdlas.

Mr Dan O'Brien was again among the unlunky
owners at the Christchurch meeting. Malatus,
who had been showing reslly good form in his
training, failed to run up to expectations in the
principal race. Peerage performed a little batter
in hie race, and got second.

A well-bred Australinn horse, The Faithful,
by Niagara—Faith, was sold in Sydney recently
for £4 05s. During the seasati, thres years ago,
he won six races out of seventeen starts, and in
one event at Canterbury Park he cut out the six
furlongs in 1min 15fsec, yet now he is valued at
less than a fiver.

It is likely that a proposition will be made to
extend the North New Zealand Grand National
Meeting to thres days next year. An argument
that will be used in favor of that proposition is
that s three days’ programme is likely to attract
more horses from the Sonth than o two days’
programme, .

The filly Valediotory, by Cuirassier—Valentine,
and the filly by St. Hippo—Lignidation, both in
the charge of Mr J. Rae, have been suffering
from influenza, a prevailing epidemic at Ellerslia,
but both recovered under the care of their trainer
without quite going off their feed. Both young-
sters are now doing very well.

Lapidary ren twice at the North Oanterbury
Meoting on May 4, and got second to Female
Franchise in the Winter Osts, one mile. Female
Franchise carried 8.12 and Lapidary 7.9, He
was unplaced in the Flying, five furlongs, with
7.6. It isstrange how a horse can improve eo
much in & fortnight, and at the end of that period
come out and beat better horaes.

An old-time jockey and trainer, in the person
of W. Lang, died suddenly in Melbourne re-
cently, He was a very old colouniet, coming
over from. Tasmania in 1834, He trained
Nimblefoot, winner of the Melbourne and Aus-
tralian Cup’s, He won the Derby in 1863 with
Oriflamme, The only horse of note Mr Lang

-has had of late years is Hosella.

‘Who reaily does own Bplinter f Or shall we
ask who are the owners of the various chipe the
gelding is said to be split into ? 'We are already
told of five reputed owners of hairs in Splinter’s
tail. Perhaps it will be a case of the ten little
niggers over again—" four got swallowed up 2nd
then there was one.” Then the man who has
most chips will own Splinter.

Mr W. Enight, the well-known handicappey,
was o sufferer from a pasty accident last week,
Hp was crossing Queen Street with the in-
tention of going to be photographed at Mr F. W,
Edwards’ studio for the SroRTING REVIEW, when

" his tos osught in the tram line, sud he foll heavily

to the ground. Mr Knigh{ wan severely shaken,
and muoh bruised, but happily he was well enough
to be aboat town on friday, and on Saturday be
was enjoying the racing at Takapuna.

We learn from an exchange that the Lower
Valley Jockey Club intena making farther im.
provements to their course property. At a meet-
ing of stewards the other day it was resolved to

-borrow £600 for the purpose of paying off the

balance of purchase money (£456) and feme in
the inside of the course, and lay oif a graes train-
ing track. - The number of horses now being
trained at Martinborough has beea the cause
of the club deciding to make proper provision for
them, and the new grase track will be greatly
appreciated, .

The English-bred colt, Beunzoin, by Frisrs
Balsam out of & Bendigo mare, imported by Mr
@. G, Stesd, came out and won his first race, the
Maiden Handieap, at the Christchurch mesting.
Benzoin is a fashionable looking animsl, and
after his racing career is over he should meet
with some poccess at the stnd. He is now the
property of Murray Hobbe, but will be offered
for ssle along with several of Hobbs' team
shortly. :

Lapidary, who won two races at the Ohrist-

- church Racing Club’s meeting, and paid divi-

dends of £42 6s and £10 45, is a five-year old
gelding by Abua— [rinket. He is the property
of Mr W. O. Rutherford, who, with M» D.
Rutherford, owns some large sheep stations in
the Amuri County.  All the horses belonging to
the Rutherfords are trained at Amuri, and most
of them are by that once brilliant steeplechaser,
Ahua. Social Pest, Female Franchise, Lapidary,
Jib, Jewel, and Peneioner all claim Ahua as
their sire.

" At the North Canterbury meeting, on May 4,
Paladin (7.10) won the big bandicap, one mile
and a quarter, followed home by Rangefinder
(6,10}, and Starshot (8.13); Skirmisher (8.12)
was fourth, and Huku (7.4) last. At the Christ-
church meeting, on May 17, Huku (7.8) won the
big handieap, one mile and B guarter, easily,
and beat Starshot (8.9), Skirmisher (8.12),
Paladin (8.8), and Rangefinder (6.10). Our
Oanterbury correspondent refrains from passing
any comment, but adds: * Perbaps some of your
readers can solve this rather intricate puzzle; I
can’t.”

The conditions of the next New Zealand Cup
appear 1n our advertising columne. The added
money is 1600 sovs, second horse to receive 200
sov9, and the third hores 100 sovs from the stake.
The entrance fee is 2 sovs, and the weights are
due on or sbout July 1, and those owners satis-
fed with the adjustment will be required to pay
8 sovs for first scceptance on Auguat 4, 7 rove
on general entry day, aud 10 sove on a day 1o be
named shortly before the race, the cost of giing
tot he post in all being 22 sove. The date of entry
is Jupe 5. There sre no Multiforme to be
frightened of this year, and it ie probable that
the entry will be a big one.

Mr Haselder, the 8, M. who heard the charge
againat the Wellington police officers, ssid he
thought the moat efficacious way of stopping tote
betting would be to limit the profits of the totali-
sator to five per cent.

On Wednesday next, May 31, acceptances are
due for the following races to be run at the North
New Zesland Grand National Steeplechase
Mesting : Maiden Steeplechass, 2 soves: Winter
Welter Handicap, 2 sovs; Maiden Hurdles, %
pova; and the Pony Hurdles, 1 s:xv.

Particulars of the Wellealey Stakes and the
Wellington Stakes to be run at the summer meet
ing of the Wellington Racing Club in 1801 appear
in our advertising columne, The added money
io both races is 300 sovs,and entries oclore on
Monday, January 26. No money is required at
the time of entry.

Splinter did not get off scot free in his tumble
on Saturday. He cut one of his knees slightly.
and on Sunday was very stiff, Hia stiffness is
not to be wondered at, for he came an awful
purler, The gelding has been receiving careful
attention, and it is to be hoped that he will be fit
and well for the Grand National Mseting.

To-morrow (Friday), May 26, Meesrs Churton
and Co. will offer by public auction the privileges
in connection with the Noyth New Zealand Grand
Nautional Meeting of the Auckland Racing Club.
There iz always a big attendance at the last mest-
ing of the season at Elleralie, so Meassrs Churton
sed Co. should have no difficulty in disposing of
the various rights with very satisfactory reaults to
ghe Club aud the purchasers.

There has been vary little training work at
Ellerslie this week in the way of jumping. Most
of the horses have been doing steady work, but
nothing of a serious neture has been attempted.
The New Plymouth jumper, Kaitoa, hes boen
over the jamps, and he pleased lookers-on very
well, for he fenced in taking style, and showed a
bit of pace, too. Splinter has been resting in
Frank Macmanemin’s paddock On Saturday
afternoon there will be some jumping work done,
and on Monday we may expect serious work to
be commenced.

The inside and outside dividends st Takapupa
on Saturday did not show & unanimity of opinion
in every race. Take the case of 8t. Uranla. In-
side, St. Paul's sister returned her backera £20
17s, but punters on the outside only received
£9'4s, Bomebody must have whipped the cat
when the dividends in this race were deelared.
Inthe Maiden Hurdles the inside division rallied
on Verdi much more than did his outside eup-
porters, while in the Maiden Steeplechase the
inside tote paid Crusado’s backers £3 13s more
than his outside adherents received.

‘We are in receipt of the annual report of the com-
mittee of the Qanterbury Jockey Club for the year
ending April 30. The report is of & satisfactory
pature, notwith:tanding the fact that the ex-
penditure exceeds the receipta by £1093 153 4d.
This deficit, howaver, i salisfactorily sccounted
for by the item of £1,384 181 11d, the cost of
permanent improvementa to the grand stand and
course. The committee explains that under
ordinary circumstances the revenue would have
been pufficiently elnstic to have cut this expendi-
ture out of current receipts, but the torrents of
raio on the last day of the November meetiog
had the effect of causing the receipts to fall £1000
below expeotations. Notwithstanding this loss
the receipts were practioally equal to thosa of the
previous year and the seasyn, if it had been
favoured by fine weather, would bave been o
record one. Thereport will be submitted to the
snnual meeting of the Club te be held to-day.

Our readers will be interested to note in our
businees columns an advertisement from the
seoretary of the Australian Jockey Club, setting
forth the conditions of four important races to be
run at Randwick, and the owners of now year-
ings would do woell fo read Mr Clibborn’s notifi-
cation. By advertisingin Auckland, Mr Clibborn
shows that, as secretary of one of the most im-
portant clubs in Australia, that he hae recognised
the fact that this Province is & nursery for
thoroughbreds of first-clase calibre. Thie soason’s
now yearlings are probably the best we have seen
for some time, and we shall feel surprised if Mr
Qlibborn's invitation ie not respended to by the
Hon. H. Mossman, Mr Dan McLeod, Mr G. G.
Stend, and possibly others, The events requiring
attention are the December Stakes, to be run at
the Summer Meeting of 1899 ;- the Champagne
Stakes, to berun at the Autumn Meeting of 1900;
the A.J.0. Derby, to be run at the Spring Meet-
ing of 1900, and the 8t. Leger of 1901. Nomi-
natione for these events may be eent to the
secretary of the C.J.C., Christchurch, A.R.Q,
Auckland, V.B.C., Melbourne, 8,A.J.C., Adelaide,
and A.J.0., Bydney, Owners should take par-
ticular notice of the fact that entries should be
in the hands of the officials mentioned on June 5.
The New Zealand entries #hould be in the hands
of the ssoretarice of the Christehurch or Auckland
Clubs by noon, and the final hour of closing in
Sydney 18 4 o'clock.

Writing from S8an Franoisco to s Sydney friend,
the well-known trainer, W. J, Miller, hes some-
thing to say sbout the racing he hesseen there.
He saw the California Derby run, and was not
greatly impressed, the field being & poor ome.
He adds that the racing is not nearly up to
Australian atandard, and was especielly struck by
the number of bad riders, *the worst he eversaw.”
To guote his own words: “I eaw about two that
could ride decently. All ride a la Tod Bloan,
and they run their racea from end to end. They
don't forget to use the whip, and some of them
nearly fall off when it comes toa finish. People
here who know the game say they have good riders
sud horses, but they have gone East, which is no
doubt correct. The track they are rucing on at
Oaklande resembles the Flemiogton sand track,
but is faster. Gray's machine ia in use, but they
do not work it as we do, the horses being on the
move all the time, and sometimes the starts ere
very bad, The jockeys have not the same lati-
tude here se in Australia, being kept to themselves
after they go to get ready.”

A mateh is talked of in England between the
Liverpool Grand National Steeplechnse winner
Manifesto and Gentle Ida, for £2,000 a-side, four
miles of country, at S3andown park.

The Prince of Wales was represented in the
last Liverpool Grend National by a horse bearing
the name of Ambush, who finished seventh.
Just fancy Ambush representing Royalty.

Mr . Gilbert, owner (or late owner?) of
Merloolas, states that he never was in ¢cimmuni-
cation with Me T. Uphill for the purchase of the
gelding, who is a8 sound a8 ever he was, and has
not been examined by & vet. on bahalf of Mr Up-
hill, or any one elae (says the_ Hvening News of
8ydney}. The question is, who's the liax ?

The Australian-bred colt Essex, who is in the
game stable as Survivor, ¥an in the Hampton Mid.
weight Handicap, at Warwick, last month
There was & field of a dozen, and he finished
fourth, carrying 7st. 6lb., to Bst. carried by Lady
Flasb, the winner.

At Newmarket. in order to assist the publio
identifying the horses running at the meeting, the
stewards have given instructions for the distribu
tion of badges beiring numbers correspending
with those on the card, such badges to be strapped
to the arm of the lad riding or leading the horse
about the paddock, .

Mr Dan. MoLeod very soon got back the £50
he paid for Crusado at the Bell Block meeting.
The Crui-er gelding jomped his fences on atur-
day very kindly, and after getting over the water
jump the second time he spurted away and got
too big » lead. Voltigeur 1I. made a game effort
to catch him, but he was ot quite ready for a
severe race yesterday. Crusado again wor at
Takapuna.

Thus the * Special Commissioner ¥ of the
Sportsman ;—* The surprise ocecasioned by the
vietory of Breemount’s Pride in the big steeple-
ohase at Manchester would not have been a0
grent had it been known that the mare had a pipe
put in her throat about a fortnight previously,
with the result thet her roaring infirmity, bad
though it was, was almost entirely relieved. The
operation is not & dangerous one, snd in this in-
stance enabled the mare to soore a victory which
greatly enhance her value for stud purposes,”

The clore of the jumping season in England
does not seem to have been regretted, One scribe
says :—“Roping—open, -cbvious, sad frequeatly
inartistic roping—has become quite a recognised
part of the game. No one is surprised. No one
takes offical notice. No onethinke that one rider
or one owner or one atable is worse than another.
Sometimes a horse is ont, sometimes it is not;
those who are on when it is out, and win, consider
themselves clever. Those who are on when it is
not out, and they bave belted at the wrong time
and lost their money, howl a bit about dishonesty,
fargetting to balance up affairs ™

Robert Peck, at one 11mé a famous English
trainer, in his autobiography, says:—' When a
boy it was my great delight to go out on the wold
and watch the eracks of the day go through their
morning tasks. "One of the horses that first took
my fancy was Songetress, who won the Oaks in

Australien duing his gallops, and I was wonder-
fully taken with him. One morning, when John
Bceott (the * Wizard of the North’) came out to
@ the horses ab ex rcise, he was accompanied by
a quiel locking gentleman.  John 3cott raw mo,
and called me to bim, The gentleman smiled at
me and said : * Well, and what ie g ing to wio
the Daerby P’ * West Australian, sir,’ I answered,
without & moment’s hesitation. ‘The youngater
is not & bad judge!’ said John Scott.
wards I found that the quiet-looking gentleman
.was none other then the great Lord Derby.”

Horses whose right to be considered thorough-
breds is questionsed by sticklers for blue blood
seem to be having a good time of it lately.
Forest, winner of the V.R.(). Newmarket Handi-
cap, is objected to as a descendant from a mare
of doubtful pedigree; Amoureux. winner of the
Thompson Handicep at- Wellington, has to
manage without s number ; Newhaven, winner
of the Oity and Suburban, is in similar disgrace ;
and new we hear that the Brocklesby Stakes, the
firet two-year-old race of importance in the Eng-
lish season, was won by Hulcot, & son of Crafton
and Queen of the Riding, the latter being & half-
bred mare, and consquently not figuring in the
Stud Book. The spevial commissioner of the
London Sportsmen seye: “In Hulcot we now £od
a Brocklesby winner whose pedigree will be vainly
sought for in the Stud Book. Surely M ssrs
Weatherby should do something forthwith to
redress the snomaly which permits the stock of
Foxhell,with hie three admitted stains, to appear
in the Stud Book, while refusing admission to
such as Huleot, Clorane, and many othera bred
in England or Ireland againsl whom it can only
bo alleged thet e link in their pedigree is missing.
The obviously sensible couree is to follow on the
lines suggested in the preface to Vol. 1B, and
relegate all animals of questionable pedigres toan
apprndix, if only to preserve the record ; but
Messrs Weatherby, so far as I understand them,
do not propose in future to go on with any such
idea, and, by way of a change, American animals
with pedigrees, oertified by the New York Jockey
Club, have already in certain instances been
refused admission to the Stud Book or its appen-
dix, notwithstanding the preface to Vol. 18,
which, Messrs Weatherby now states, does not
apply to the future! Thus, what with ell the
Lexington, Foxhall, snd other American blood
already admitted on one hand, and the exclusion
of our Cloranes, Hespers, Galloping Queens, etc.,
on the other, topped up by asudden change of
front to the Americans, Messra Weatherby appear
to have got themeelves into the position of the
gentleman in the song who ‘ dunpo where he
are.'” I underatand that the matter is alreedy
exercising the serious attention of the New York
Jockey Club, for the eale value of American
bloodetock in England or Europe is cut down by
at least 50 per cent. if the Btud Book is to be
| closed to it. : :

Umbrollas fand Macintosh Coats
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 Irish T'wist has been tried over fences and it is
snid will be taken to Haslings. . i

The etsllion Phwton was recently sold pri-
vately by Mr Gtates, of Tinwald, Ashburton, for -
s very eatiefactory figure, -

£6000 is said to be the sum Mr &, G. Stead
roceived for Multiform, whose new owner is Bir
Edgar Vincent.

Mr' G. G, Fitzgersld, the owner of Jib, who
won at the Christchuroh Autumn Meeting,
bought the horse for £14, .

The Forbury Park Company is proceeding
againet the Dunedin Jockey Club, claiming £1500-
damages from that body for not keeping the
Forbury course in a proper state of repair.

The grandstand on the Feilding Racecourse
was destroyed by fire on Monday night, No one
seems to know how the five originated. Luckily
for the club the stand was insured for £500.

One of the pregeny of the Australian-bred sire
Kirkham haa at last won a race in England, See
Fog, who ia by Kirkham, haviog won the SBecond
Welter Handicap at the Newmarket Craven meet-
ing. : ’

Cuicine fairly revelled in the mud on Saturday.
She went to the front very soon after the sfart, .
and got such a break on the others that they had
no possible chance of catching her, though Lena
ran a very good race considering her heavy im-
post.

Mr Dick Hannon, the owner of Bellman, was
present at the North Shore on Saturday looking
as if Fe hud just come out of hospital. On en-
quiry, he told ue that he had a bit of a amash up
when riding & young horse,

Miss Emmy has been relegated to the stud.
Messra Nathan tried the mare over hurdles, and
it will be rem+mbered she gave Jack Rae a very
nasty fall a few weeks past. Mies Emmy is &
very handsome mare, and should prove a valuable
addition to the Sylvia Park breeding establish- -
ment, : :

Altair very soon follows his stable companion,
Multiform, to the Old Country.
Ciasy colt leaves New Zealand on Friday next by
the s.5. Wakanui. Altair will thus reach England
within a fortnight of Multiform's arrival. The
new owner's name has not yet been published nor
has the price realised been divulged.

Though the Bellman people pretended to have:
no fear of the result of the Hurdle Race on Satur-
day, we fancy that Bplinter was just a little bit
dreaded. Had the latter stood up a fine race
would have been seen, for both he and Nor'.
‘West were, hke the winner, in rare pood trim.
Nor'»West lost a lot of ground by the smash, .
and was probably a bit upset into the bargain.

Partan Jeannie's win in the Royal BHandicap
would naturaily lead one to suppose that the
owners’ fellow countrymen had backed the mare,
Coming from the course to the wharf the ques-
tion was put by & gentleman, who received the
anewer, ''No good back Plartan Jeennie, she only
win one lace a year.” The Oelestials evidently
follow form very olosely.

Auld Reekie was a trifle lucky to win the
Mzgiden Plate at Takapuns on Saturday. Snider
had the inside running going along the back, but’
her rider did not keep to the rails, and conee-
quently Jack Obaafe ran upon the inside,and his
mount lasted long enough to get home by the best -
part of a length. Spider was coming very fast
at the finish, and with the ioside berth she mus
have won. :

The “wman in the box” had a couple of{very
eloss finishes to decide at Takapuna on Baturday.
The first was when IDlcotor and 8t. Ursula ran
home for the Birthday Handicap very mnearly
level, and the second was the splendid finish be-
tween Partan Jeanoie, St. Elmo, and Red Lancer-
for the Royal Handicap, Some pecple were of
opinion that Doctor was firet home in the -Birth-
day Hendicap, and did not heeitate to eay so, but
the judge ir the only man able to give a certain
decision, and most racegoers were satisfied with
the decision in either race.

Hpwfinck, who won the London Cup of £1000
for Mr Horatio Bottomley, is & four-year-old by
Goldfinch—Chalk Hill Blue. Mr Bottomley paid
a big price for the colt last year, and expected to
win the Derby with him. He was bad.y trained,
however, and mever did anything much in hig
three-year-old days. He was well backed for the
Lincolnshire Handicap in March last, but ran
badly as the betting on the day implied he woulds
Hie win at the resuscitated Alexandra Park meet-
ing must have been very welcome to his owner.

Thie'is how the troubles of a disputed or un-
satisfactory start is dealt with by New South
Wales stewards :—Feu de-Joie and Kalingo, who
were well backed for the Flying Hendicap at
Warwick Farm on May 13, got left at the jpost
(writes the Sydney Ewventng News). There was
powe dispute when the horses returned to the -
weighing enclosure as to whether the starter had
sent the field away, and the hoisting of the weight
flag was delayed. Mr Hegsrty, the starter, how-
over, stated that hs sent the horses off in the
wsual way, and backers of the favorite were
placed out of their suspense. It is an unusual
occurence now-a-days for *triers” to get left.

At the Christchurech Racing Club’s Autumn
Meeting & well known jockey (C. Btratford) got
himself into rather serious trouble. -He presented
himeelf to weigh out to ride Speculator in ons of
the races, but the clerk of the scales expressed the
opinion thet he was not in & fit condition to ride,
and it certainly appears that the official was quite
right, as Stratford indulged in langusge of an
unsavory description and as a consequence he was
disqualified for two years. The punishment cer-
tainly appears to be severe, but the clerk of the
scales and the stewards are to be cornmended- for
the action taken,  If Stratford was in an unfit
condition to ride, then his presence in a race was’
# meanace to the lives of sober jockeys as well ae-
his own. Let ue hope that the lesson will beneflt
jockeys generally. e

The Cagtor—



