
days aggregated should more than pay ex’s. 1

think some such scheme would be accepted by
New South Wales and Victoria, and very prob-
ably New Zealand—the colony that must be

mostly studied—would also give way. And it
should meet the wishes of Queensland consider-

ably more than half-way. Since writing the

above I have seen letters from Mr W. Pritchard,
hon. sec. to the Q.A A.A. to the Union officials,
and from the latter to the Q.A.A.A. hon. sec.

Mr Pritchard sets forth the views of the Council
of the Q.A.A.A., and their reasons for the original
dates, which “the Council was unanimous in its
desire to adhere to.” The letter from the Union
to the Q.A.A.A. practically embodies views on the

way out of a difficulty identical with mine stated

above. In conclusion, I can only say that con-

cession after concession has been made to our

good friends of the North, and nothing more, so

rar as I can see, can be done. The Q.A.A.A.
might also with advantage put a strong curb, if
in their power, on their newspapers champions—

“ the official organ
” for instance.

£25 is the prize for selecting the winners of

the three races named in our Racing Skill Com

petition on page 24.

FOOTBALL
[By Vigilant.]

FIXTURES.

The following is the result of the draw in

the Senior Contest:— ’

May 13—Newton v. City, Suburbs v. Purnell,
North Shore v. Grafton, P< nsonbv bye.

May 20—Newton v. Suburbs, North Shore v.

Parnell, Ponsonby v. Graftm, City bye.
May 27 —Newt n v. North Shore, City v

Suburbs, Ponsonby v. Parnell, Grafton bye.
June 3 —Newton v. Po sonby. '( ity v. North

Shore, Graf on v. Parnell, Suburbs bye.
Jne 10—Newton v. Grafton, C.ty v. Ponsonby,

Suburbs v. North S' ore, Parnell bye.
June 17—Newton v. Parnell City v. Graf on,

Suburbs v. Ponsonby, Forth Shore bye.
June 24—City v. Parnell,Suburbs v Grarton,

North Shore v. Ponsonby, Newton bye.

Our New Plymouth correspondent writes re-

garding the annual meeting of the Taranaki

Rugby Union “ The change of headquarters

is a step in the right direction; I don’t mean in

any sense of disparagement to Hawera, for several

gentlemen there have always worked well and

conscientiously in the interests of the game, but,
because New Plymouth, during the last few

years, has become the centre of Taranaki football.
A hearty vote of thanks, and a well deserved one,

was rassed to the former president, Mr G. T.

Bayly. Undoubtedly, this gentleman has al-

ways done a great deal for Taranaki football, and
I only hope that he intends to take as keen an

interest in it as heretofore- I should say, even

speaking so early, that Taranaki ought to hold

her own in interprovincial football this season.

The districts are the same as already published
in the Sporting Review.

There seems to be a lack of enthusiasm amongst
Thornes footballers, for only two senior clubs have

so far entered for the cup contests. It has been

suggested that the secretary of each senior club

should send in eighteennames, that these players
should be the club’s team, and that efforts be
then made to form another club from the re-

mainder of the players in the district. The idea
has been favorably received, and it is thought
that it will be carried through successfully.

Mr T. Henderson, President, presided over the

meeting of the Auckland Rugby Union held last

week at the Amateur Sports Club-room. There

was some talk about the improvement of the ac-

commodation for visitors to Potter’s Paddock. I
expect that several alterations inducing to the
comfort of patrons of the Winter game will be in
evidence before very long. The draw in the senior
cup contests appears above.
The Piako Rugby Football Union have arranged

the following fixtures for the ensuing season :—
May 13, Te Aroha v. Morrinsville, at Te Aroha;
May 20, Te Aroha v. Waihou, at Waihou ; May
27, Waihou v. Morrinsville, at Morrinsville;
June 10; Morrinsville v. Te Aroha, at Morrins-
ville J June 17, Te Aroha v. Waihou, at Te
Aroha; June 24, Waihou v. Morrinsville, at

Waihou. The next meeting of the Union is
fixed for June 24.

Mr W. G. Garrard, honorary secretary of the

Canterbury Rugby Union, has kindly forwarded
me the Canterbury Rugby Union’s 1899 Annual,
of which he is the editor. The little book con-

tains a lot of information valuable to footballers,
a record of Canterbury football, much interesting
matter about New Zealand teams, and also the
laws of the game. Mr Garrard has compiled a

serviceable little volume, and is to be congratu-
lated upon the thoroughness of his work.

W. Hardcastle, the ex-Wellington forward,
has been elected to ' the selection committee of
the Sydney Football Club.

A. J. Gould, who has played for Wales for so

many years, has been playing for his old club,
Newport, this season. Not even the veteran’s

presence in the team could stay, the victorious
career of the Gloucester Fifteen, who this season
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have vanquished four of the leading Welsh clubs
in succession.

Mr W. G. 1 Garrard, the well-known referee,
will make a trip to Sydney next month. He has

a two fold purpose. He will see the English
players, and he will attend the Referees’ Con-

ference, which meets for the purpose of having a

uniform reading of the Rugby Union Rules in all

the colonies.
The Senior Flag matches at Dunedin were well

contested, and provoked plenty of enthusiasm

amongst the spectators. Kaikoura beat Zingari
by 16 points to ni l, after a runaway game ; Uni-

versity defeated Pirates by sto nil; the Alhambra

men scored over Dunedin by 9 to 5; and the
match between the Union and. the Southern teams

ended in a pointless draw.
The Wellington Rugby Union senior matches

on Saturday resulted in victory for the Athletic,
Wellington, and Petone teams. The Athletics

put on 18 points to Orientals’ nil, Wellington
defeated Poneke by 8 to nil, and the much fancied

Melrose fifteen went down before Petone to the

tune of 9to nil. Not a point was scored by the

losing team in either match.

At Christchurch on Saturday the senior foot-
ball matches attracted plenty of spectators. Some
good play was witnessed, the match between

Merivale and Kaiapoi being particularly interest-

ing. After a very good game Merivale were

successful by 15 points to 7. Linwood, as was

expected, easily defeated the Sydenham team,
the scores at the finish reading 24 to 4. The
Christchurch fifteen was expected to have an

easy win over the Albion men, but the latter
showed improved form, and after a stubborn
battle the game ended in a draw, each side scoring
6 points.

Our Napier correspondent wires : —No football
was played at the Recreation Grounds on Satur-

day owing to the committee of that place and the

Rugby Union failing to agree about the price to

be paid for the grounds. Owing to West End

withdrawing from the senior championship their
match arranged with Clive for Saturday was con-

sequently forfeited. Two second fifteen matches
were played at Farndon on Saturday, Tomoana v.

Clive and Guards v. Port Ahuriri, and one third
fifteen fixture at the Spit, Napier v. Kiaora. In
the Tomoana—Clive match, after a good game,
the former won by a try to nil. Mr Mitchell
acted as referee. The match Guards v. Port
Ahuriri was won by the latter by 12 points to nil,
three tries and a penalty goal. The majority of
the Guards players being novices at the game,
the Club would have done much better had it

entered for the third competition. The third
fifteen game at the Spit, Napier v. Kiaora, fell to

the former by a try. It is evident that some of
these who took part on Saturday are far from

being third fifteen players, and the Rugby Union
should see into the proper classification of p ayers.

Photo by F. W. Edwards, Auckland.

THE KARANGAHAKE FOOTBALL TEAM.

KARANGAHAKE v. PARNELL.

The opening match of the season at Potter’s
Paddock was a game between® the Parnell Club
and a team representing the Karangahake Rugby
Union. The weatherjwas rather rough, and this,
coupled with the fact that Parnell had a team
largely made up of last year’s juniors, prevented
a large attendance of the public. However, when
lhe game started the stand was fairly well filled,
and there was a sprinkling of spectators round
the ground. As the Parnell men had had very
little practice, public opinion favored the chances
of the country team, who were known to have
played together on several occasions. There was,
therefore, not a very great deal of interest in the
game. Mr Angus Cambell had charge of the
whistle, while Messrs E. Binney and G. Katterns
were the line umpires. Very early in the game
the Karangahake men displayed the better com-
bination. The forwards packed better than the
Parnell front division, and the visitor’s backs
were a lot ahead of the maroons in judgment and
speed. Quite the feature of the game was the
admirable kicking of Gillett, the Karangahake
skipper. Time after time he got his side out of
difficulties, always doing the right thing at the
right moment. McLean and Reid, the other
three quarters, showed good form, the first-named
especially shining. He gained all the points

scored by his side, his trybeing the result of some

good passing by the backs, and his dropped goal
—a very pretty kick—was the result of excellent
long passing by Rockley and Gillett. Reid, who
has a lot of pace, did not manage to handle the
ball very well, but as all the backs were handi-
capped by the greasy state of the sphere, there
is not much in the fact that Reid did not take-the
ball well every time it came his way. Houghton,
at half, put in a lot of good work, whipping the
ball out to Rockley in good style. He was very
quick in following up any advantage. Rockley,
at fire-eights, was as smart as ever, and put in
a great amount of sterling work. The full-back,
Johnstone, did not have very much to do, but

generally he acquitted himself very well. The
forwards were a useful lot, a conspicuous feature
of their play being the quickness in following up.
On the Parnell side Hedges was the best of the
backs, and Hume was responsible for very useful
work on several occasions. But the team was

really quite out of form, so that it would hardly
be fair to criticise the players individually. They
all did their best under the circumstances, and
with plenty of practice will show very much im-
croved form The game ended in a win for
Karangahake by 7 points to nil.

ASSOCIATION.

A match between the bluejackets of the H.M.S.
Mildura and the Grafton Club was contested in
the paddock opposite the Captain Cook Brewery
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