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A VISIT TO ELDERSLIE.

e
[Bx PeTRONEL.]

. A brief time at Qamaru was sl that business
vouchsafed to me, but during my shert stay I
waa enabled, by the vicarious duties of Mr Jack
HSewell, to pay s thoroughly enjoyable visit to
Flderslie, the North Otago breeding establish-
ment. Calling on Mr Bewell, a walking encyclo-
ia on matters sporting, he kindly arranged
my visit and agrced to take me out to Mr J. F.
Reid’s stud farm on the morrow, and next morn
ing, with Mr Morris Evane as an agreeable third,
we travelled throngh scme splendid country be-
hind Mr Sewsll’s cream colored pony, & nag as
cute 8 a waggon-foad of Simian gentlemsn, and
" one with & ¢ecidedly humourous turn of mind.
The journey to Elderslie. about eight miles from
- Qamaru, liea through some of the best land of a
most prolific district, and & man with but the
scantiest acquaintance with matters agricultural
oould not fnil to note the general promise of
~ abundance adorning the face of the country.
. 'With just & little more rain right now,"” as the
Yankees say, the conntry would be “sound as
the goose,” a remark aleo hailing fromacroes the
Herring Pond, and such cropa would be assured
ag those which filled the granaries and pockets
" of the farmers in the *gaod old times.” May
. the rain fall and the excellent promise of the
.- present become an accomplishment of the future!
. 'As we bowl along my companions point out the
prominent places of the country. To the left,
stretching away for milea, is Mr W. Holmes’
. estate, where so many Clydesdales have been
bred, born, and reared, and where Agyrshire eattle
of equally proud records and sheep of high
- degree have firsb seen the light of day. To the
“right is Mr Menlive's extensive property, also a
" home of the Bhire horse, and sway and beyond
.-the hills is the Ardgowan Estate, lately cut up
~ 'gnd-leased by our paternal: Gtovernment. By
" the way, I may note a3 an-ingiance of domestic
.. legielation that in.one small hamlet we pass
. there are two hotels almost side by side, and that
for miles atound the licenses of other hotels
-*. have been extinguiched.. Soon we are in sight of
" Hlderslie, and #s we mear our destination our
. four-footed intelligence department sweeps round
" & turn on ** his own * and travels at a sprint up
- 'to'the gate leading to the stables. Woell, Hiders-
"lie is & delightful place, and as & home for the
- thoroughbred must be recognised as one admirably
. : adapted for the purpose. The many paddocks are
. pll suitable for rearing young stock, the pasturage
_'-is excellent, and there is a splendid water supply,
*_.’ss the Waireka runs throngh the property. Mr
- J. F. Reid and his brother, Mr Douglas Reid,
- very quickly got us under weigh, and in & very
+ . short time we were passing the time of day with
-1 Mr. Pan. Foley, one of the stud-grooms, and
- " Gipsy Grand.. The son of QGipsy Grand was
" running in & small paddock with a pretty high
fence, & good safegnard, for his highness evineed
: @ keen desire to break something, Jack Dewell
< being, perhaps, the special olg‘ect.of his attentions.
° Qipsy Grand has developed into & fine felflow,
_and judging from the strong lot of his foals I
. saw running about later 0n, I do not famey his
.- stud career will be anythiog but & big succees-
. He may be put into work again presently, I be-
“Yieve, but I would not like to lay odds on such an
.. event happening, for he if too good a horse to be
* played with. He bas got some aplen-id £ als,
. with any amount of bone and strength, and if ail
. goes well with them they cannot disgrace their
gire. Stepniak is a very © big little” boree, with
. wonderful loine, rare good shape, and & set of
" lags us sound as they were when the son ‘of Nor-
denfeldt won the Canterbury Derby of '92. We
~bad a good loock at Stepniak, who 18 a well
. * mannered gontleman - of exceedingly - graceful
-. earringe, sud then made s move to the paddocks
_whére the mares and foals were enjoying the
" luxuriant. feed. - o
" In the first enclor uro Corolla (the dam of Gold
 Medsllist), Ich Dien (by St.. George-——Rayens-
‘wing), ond Bellicent (by Maxim—Iris) were
. leisurély pussing sway the sunny bours. Corolla
. and Tch Dien have visited Gip-y Graund, and
" Bellicent has been stinted to Stepmiak. Mr
. * - Htead’s three mares were looking wonderfully
““"well. In the same paddock was the New Bouth
'/ Whales mare by Patrol—Firearm. Sbehas visited
;" .. Stepuiak, end though not a mare 1o go into Tap-
" “gures aver, the result of the union should ‘not be
“disappointing. . The™three-year-old daughter of
“'Whiripool, by Btepniak, was ales in this paddock.
‘QOwing to an accident, she wus never raced, but
“she ehould undoubtedly be of great service to the
‘Elderslie Stud. Chestnut in color “she is a fine,
" ‘roomy mare, with good length, and I will pre-
- diot that her progeny will be no mean cattle.
- "7_"A tramp through a very:healthy looking pad-
" dock of oats and down the roand leading to the
. stallion stablés and we are amongst a larger group
" of mares and foals. . ) o
.. The first to ocome under observation are
.+ Vaultress, who has a fine brown colt by Stepnink,
" and Tempest who is also accompanied by & bay
‘"son of Stepniak. The latter youngster isa taking

" customer, and ag the daughter of New Holland—.

- . Tornade won, amongst other races, the Dunedin
* . "Cup ‘of '93 his career looks promising. Of a
“yerity, bis dam is a fine brood mare.
... Next oomes Illusion, by Apremont out of Fal-
. " lacy. A emart looking mare iz Illusion, und she
- haa by her side a smars filly foal by Gipsy Grand.
""" Further aloog we come to Lady’s Maid the dam
-7 ‘of Vanilla and Vandyke. Lady's Maid also has
+.--g flly foal by Gtipsy Grend, then in a cluster are
Reel, by Medallion out of Pibroch, a nice brown
.- mare with a big brown colt by Gipsy Grand;
.- a chestnut sister to Lady Emma with a foal by
.. Beadonwell, Emmalea .a sister to Brisa with =
" foal to Musketry, » bay mare by Medallion—
" Hugenot with a. foal by Apremont, a sweet
matre in Seashell (by Chainehell out of Nauti-
«lus), 1ris (the dam of Bloodshot and Belli-
cent) with' s pretty filly foal by Gripsy Grand, and
! Britomarte, who has a grand chestnut colt by
| Gipsy Grand. - The full sister to Furoclydon is
' growing into an_extremely fine matrom, and her
.Intest offapring is certainly a credit to bis dam.

A little distance away were Ambush, by Van-
guard out of Fairy Maid, & really good dam ; the
brown mare Fairy Maid, by Albany out of Ti-
tania, and dam of Tolsiai; and the dark brown
matron, Cobweb, by Le Loup—Tilania. The two
first-named have foals by Gipsy Grand, while
Cobweb has a youngater by Stepniak, All three
have thia season visited the Nordenfeldt sire.

Ancther walk to a further paddock and we are
introduced to Roseapur, by Hotapur out of Rose-
mary. The speedy Groldspur’s dam is looking very
well, and has with her a good-looking young Step-
nisk, Olose together are St. Florence and Royal
Baiute (by Artillery out of Titania), each with a
foal by Gipsy Grand. By herself is Mr Stead’s Aus-
tralian mare, Marion. Motto’s dam is in bloom-
ing health, snd her fosl by Stepniak is very
promising. The same mating has been followed
this season, and if Marion’s next foal is as good-
looking as the one with her now, Mr Stead will
have no cause to grumlble, I much sdmire the
full-sisters, Ranee Nuna and Whirlpool, by St.
George out of Whatersprite. Ranee Nuna has &
filly by Stepniak and her sister a filly by Gipsy
Grand. Pibroch, by Lochiel out of Fallacy, bas
s very nice Stepniak cols, and Huguenot, by
Apremont from Martyr, has a filly by the same
gire. Pibroch is the dam of Reel and Skobeloff
and of & very nice brown filly lately sold by
Messrs Pyne ai Obristchurch, Of Ranee Numa,
Huguenot, and Whirlpool I can only eay that
they are grand mares ; later on their progony, 1
am sure, will gain fame for the Elderslie breeding
establishment.

. Lookmg at the mares I have mentioned took
evnsiderable time, and I am only sorry I could
not see some of the famous dravght stock. Bub
1 did not leave Elderslie without having a brief’
inspection of the 8t. Leger-—Ich Dien stwo-yenr-
old colt, Ha is a brown fellow and of a nice
stamp ; his fore legs are a bit straight for some
people’s fancy, but that does not stop them from
galloping (vide Multiform). The 8t. Leger colt’s
companion is a brown gelding by Stepniak out of
Illusion. Heis not by any meaus a bad one, and
T think he will make a racer. He has a nice seb
of limbs and a good body.

During our rambles we covered a good bit of
ground, and Mr Jack Sewell, who has become a
votary of the laze-inducing bicycle, though not
played out, seemed o desire the rost he had un-
doubtedly esrned, so we rather regretfully bade
adien to our hosts, yoked the fiery steed, and left
the Elderslie stud farm. Truly is it a place to
spend & happy day. May all luck visit it during
the coming year.

During wy exeursion to Oamarn, “the white-
stone city,” I just had time. to look up Mr O. R.
Wise, the owner of Ilex, Lobo, and Glenore.
Theae fhree jumpers are all the horses at present
in the hands of George Robertson, who traina and
rides for Mr Wise. Both owner and trainer are
rare good sports, end the latter has acted as
mentor for Mr Wiese for the past twelve years,
and during that time he has won n few races.
I had & look ut Ilex, by Le Loup—-Susie, in his
box. The old warrior was looking £it and well,
and who knows but what he may win an Auck-
land Grand National Hurdles yet 7 He will win
a race or two before then, I havano doubt. Lobo,
by Le Loup — Winifred, ise & nuggety-leoking
customer, and I expect he-and Glenore, who is by
First Lord out of Young Alice, will have some-
thing to do with the finishes of the hurdle races
to be decided at the Forbury at Christmas.
Glenore looks every inch a hurdler, snd 1 should
imagine-that he has a bit of pace.
Palmerston Meeting he won a treble, annexing
the Palmerston Cup, the District Handieap, and
the Flying Handicap. That was undoubtedly
his day out., Mr Wise is a devoled coursing
man, snd in his kennels L saw Favonious, who
has grown and thickened since he left Auckliand,
and & nice litter of pups. by Shylock out of Pretty
Maid, A slut and a dog lake much after ¢ good
old 8hy,” and Mr Wise has a special penchant
for the lady. These two are brindles, the other
(all dogs) are all fawn and white, o

A HARD CASE.
. N -

What appears to be an unjust decision was
‘recently given in an Amcrican court. The cir
cumstances of the case were these, says the Horse-
man—A boy named Davis was, it appears, in-
jured by a fall sustained from s horse, and caused
by a defective strap. The boy, it is admitted,

ointed out to the trainer that the strap wae de-

ective, but the traiser ordered him to get up or
go about his businese. 'Woe all knox what exer-
cise boys muy do if they elect fo disobey trainers,
and it iz not to be wondered at that the Jad
decided to tske his chanoes, got up, the strap
broke, and he was injured. That seems to be the
history of the race in & nutshell. The case finally
reached the Supreme Court, which took the exira-

-that the strap was defective, and likely to breal,
he undertook all eoincident risks, end, therefore,
was not entitled to recover. This is to say, that,
in pointing out to the trainer that the strap wae
defective, he acknowledged that he knew its con-
dition, and, therefore, accepted all risks of injury
that might ensue if the strap broke. Justice
Enowlton did nobt agree with this view of the
case, nor will any justly-minded man who under-
stands the waye of trnining stables, The members
of the bench ean bave given no weight to the
circumstances surrounding the case. They ap-
parently did not attach any importance to the
fact that discipline is remarkably strict in a train-
ing stable. The boys must do us they are told
or they must go. In the worde of one of Hawley
Smart’s best characters, if the trainers ‘' take a
notion to keep tigers, they must do em properly
or go.’ The boy in question was hardiy a free
agent indeed he was nothing of the sort, and while
it may be good law to hold that because he
pointed out the rotten condition of the strap to
the trainer he accepted all risks, it would be but
common justice to hold that that act laid the
trainer and his employer liable for the damage
done. 1t is &1l very well to say that everyone is
a free agent ; perbaps men among men are in the

ét?ipé tehliié_  shirts

At the last

ordinary view thet when the boy got up, knowing.

eye of the law; but a ninety pound boy in a
training stable, doing business with a man of
 ordinary size, is not s free agent in any sense of
the word, especially when the horses are ready for
their work and the signal has been given to mount.
The boy was hurt because the materials furnished
him to do his work with were defective ; yet be-
eausge he discovered this fact, and drew the aiten-
tion of the defendant’s agent to it, the boy can
recover nothing—he knew the material wasrotten,
and yet because he knew it, because he was in-
telligent enough to know it, he is barred from
recovering damages for injury. What would
have happened had he done as the court implies
he should have done in the eircumstances—re-
fused to mount? He would have been thrust
from the premises as speedily as possible, perhaps
his departure would have been accelerated physi-
cally, for men have been known to kiok exercise
boys from their grounds, and then he would have
beon without the means of earning a livelihood,
branded as insubordinate, and thrown out on the
world without a character or credential.

CIATION OF NEW ZEALAND.

Affiliated Clubs to the North Island
Trotting Association. "

© NaMmE OoF CLUB. - SEOBEETARY. Tore P'aiT
=Anckland T.C. ... .. C F.Mark .. - ]
Hawhe's Bay T.C, ... W.D, Ireland 2
vPylmerston North T.C. C.C. Miles ... 2
Wellingfon T.C. ... ... Geo. MeDonald 2
*sJohnsonville and Hutt .

County T.C. ... ... Geo.Bennett... 1
Hawera T.C. ... . ‘W, H. Tristram 2
*Otahuhu T.C. ... .. W.Lockhart 1
New Plymouth T.C. ... A.A.Ambridg 1
Normeanby T.C. ... .. J. Beott Q

Total Permits © 14
*Includes pony racing. i
. C. C. MILES, Becretary,’
’ Palmerston North.

TROTTING CALENDAR.

FIXTURES.
Decembesr 24, Bat; 27, Wed; 8!, Sat.—Auekland T.C.

ummer
December 26, Mon—Canterbury T.C Summer
December 28, ‘Wed—Inangahus T.C Summer
NOMINATIONS.
Japuary 8—Canterbury T.C Fourth Sires’ Produce Stakes
yearlings .
HANDICAPS.

December 28—Canterbury T,C Summer

ACCEPTANCES.
December 22—Canterbury [.C Sumnmer
December 29— Canterbury T.C Summer
. FINAL PAYMENT.
December 24—Exhibition Cup, Aveckland T,C Summer

AUCKLAND TROTTING CLUB'S
SUMMER MEETING.

[By Arwas.] -

The Summer Meeting of the Auckland Trotting
Club should be a great success. Theclub deserves
that resnit becouse of the liberal nature of the
prize money offered. The entries received are
cerbainly good, butit is unfortunate that accidenta
at sea have robbed the big event of the meeting,
the Exhibition Cup, of en inter-colonisl interest.
The liberal prize offered encouraged Mr Fitz-
gerald to enter that sterling good performer,
Kathleen, and Hunon Leigh, but it is now history
that oo the passage from Sydney Kathleon—who
I think would have gone very near winning—
was Killed, while Huon Leigh was so badly in-
jured that he has since been sent back to Sydney.
This was not only bad luek for th- owner, who I
am sure has general sympathy, but it was bad
Juck for the club. However, Mr Mark and his
anergelio committee will survive this misfortune,
and I feel confident that the enterteinment they
will place before thoir patrons during the enening
Obristmas holidays will be the best on record for
trotting meetings in the Auckland district.
Splendid fields are sure to start in overy event,
and I am assured that the track was never in such
good order before, Excellent arrangements have
been made for the rapid trensit of passengers to
and from Potter’s Paddock, and T hope the meet-
ing will in every way be a success. I have now
to use the prophetic pen, snd venture om fthe
following predictions :— )

The ball will be started roiling on the first day
at 12.45 with the Maiden Plate, for which 1 faney
the chances of : -

WAITERADRI 1
EMPRESS .- 2
Migs EMERSON ... 8
Maiden Pony Handicap.
ATUSTRLINA e 1
Pra¥BOY - 2
REpEAT ... 3
Exhibition Cup.
GOLDEN KING 1
LUSITANIA . 2
OTAKEHO . 3

I hope to see & great race for this event, It is
& thousand pities that the death of Knathleem by
aceident 2t sea, and the injury at the seme time
sustained by Huon Leigh, should have deprived
the contest of an intercolomial character. 8till,
the race should be an interesting one, and some
of the unkpoowns should make matters merry.
The Honolulu mare, Judeh, for instance, has all
the appearance of being & good one, and may be

ouly 2 11 at Gen Fowlds

worth watching, but I do not apprehend thatshe
will bo dangerous just at present. Bagby has not
had her longenough hera to canse me much appre.
hension. Pioke should have a chance on his :
spring form. La Rue hes been breaking badly in
his work, and that causes me to negleot him.
chance. Old Judge, I hear, has struck himeelf :
in his work, and may not start; if he does I am .
afraid that his having been eased in his work will i
seriously affect his ohance. Yum ¥Yum has:

recently thrown twin foals and cannot possibly
rase. : ;
| Pony Cup.
OERRTAIN . S0 e 1
Kir T2
IsraxrrTe 3

We always hear good things of Nora, but she -
is such a mad-cap that she should not be trusted,”
Her vagaries tried the patience of even J. B,
‘Williamson, and, after that, backers should fight
shy of the bonnie little mare,

Blectrie Trot.

Miss HuoN
Cos e -
LUSITANIA ... .

Handicap Hurdles.
REPEAT ... e e

Nrw Box
THE DOovE

B4 by

'. & ho -

Telephone Handicap: A

The probuble result of this race will be best -
indicated bty the performances of the ponies in.
the preseding events of the meeting. For the
pame reason I refrain from attempting to pick . -
the winner of the December Handicap. AR

Juvenile Handicap. )

I anticipate this will. be o walk-over
‘WAITEEATUEL .

- for,

- NOTES.

The sale of priviloges in connection with the
Auckland Trotting Club’s Summer Meeting, held.
by Mesars Churton and Co. on Friday last, was -
only moderately “successful. The publican’s
booth was knocked down to Mr A. R. Dunn for
£120, the refreshment booth to Mr Murphy for-:
£85, the cards to Mr W. Adams for £91, and the
gates to Mr Marks for £140. AR

~

Racing | Results.'

A P PPN

CHRISTCHURCH RACING
SUMMER MEETING.

Firar Day—FeIpa¥, DEcEMBER 16:

CLUBS

The weather waa fine and the sﬁm'of £3010-
was passed through the machine. Results:—

Hawprcar HoRDLE RACE.

Powder Monkey P

Time, 3min 24sec. . Dividend, £1 12a. .
) MAIDEN PLATE. oo
Hukw ... .. .. e e 1 g
Time, Lmin 35sec, = Dividend, £4 4s, - ~ " =
CurisrcEURCcHE Cue, !
8kirmisher " T
Malatua ... R a2 e
Jewel ... v BT R
Time, 2min 13 8 5sec. Dividend, £6 12s. =~

Bricrron Hanproar TroT (harness). . o

Johony IIE. - ... . ... - 25 1

Time, 5min 34sec. Dividend, £3 16s, -
Harproar Hacx Race. * .

. Bristol ...
Time, Imin 18sec.

e 1
Dividend, £2 12a. -
Eigoreic Hanpicar,

Jowal ... - ... P
Time, lmin 18sec. Dividend, £3 4s. . D
Suammes Hanorosr Tror (saddle). =~ "
Spee ... ST

Time, 5min 4lsec. . Dividend, £6. - =~
Werrer HANDICAT. . .0

Matlock and Huku dead-heated. '~

Time, 2min § 1-5sec. Dividends : Matlook, £3
8s ; Hukn, £2 2. L IR

SEcoND DAY—BATURDAY, Dncxmai:_

Fivar Hurprk Race,

. Nicholas had & walk-over. = . -0

Nurgery HA»DICAP. DR
Hawthorn e 1 o

. Dividend, £2 8s,

‘Winpsor HANDICAP. .

~ -

5 “1'7.'

e

Alcestis .. 1 .

Jewel ., e 2

Sequin ... -
Time, 2min lsec.. Dividend, £8 6s. - - -

Brrwoop Hawpicar Tror.. . . .°

Rossignol vor TR

Time, Smin 30sec. Dividend, £7 16s. L
Fryive Hawpicar. =, -
Jewel 1

Time, 1min 30%sco. . Dividend, £3 16s.
Sermiva Hacx Race.

Bogengang o Ea

Time, lmin 18}sec.” Dividend, £2 4s.

Avow Hawproar Tror. -

: ‘Bhylock ... T

Time, 2min 39 4-5sec. Dividend, £3 183, -

Hicu-wEIGHT HANDICAP. o

Matlock ...
. Time, 1min 46}sec.

1

Dividend, £13 14s, S

.o




