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Relative to the crop of foals at Mr R. Feck's
Howbury stud, the speeial commissioner of the
Sportsman (England) snys :—* Some of those by
Haut Brion are so good that Mr Peck never
ceages regretting that he sold that fine son of St.
Simon to go to Australia.” Haut Brion is now
located st Mr 8. 8. Horden’s Wilton Park Stud.

Venus, the Tasmanian mare that was recently
taken to New Zealand has been returned to her
home, The daughter of Mozart and Stars and
Stripes suffered from a bad cold while iu New
Zealand, otherwise it is thought she would have
displayed form that would have justified the
trip.

The Woodrille District Jockey Club is to he
congratulated upon the excellent programine
which appears elsewhere, for the meeting to be
held on the 9th and 10th March next There
are sixteen events, with added money totalling
£1,025. Six races are open, the added money
for which amounts to £560 —the chief item for
each day being the Woodville Cup Handieap
£200, and Autumn Handicap £150, respectively.
The other ten races are confined to horses which
have not won a race exceeding the value of £40
hack and hanter races excepted.  This is & very
liberal programme indeed, and a decided ad-
vanoe on previous years. The dates shounld suit
horse owners, falling in-as they do between the
Wanganui and Hawke’s Bay Jockey Clubs’
Autumn Meetings, Railway . communication
between Wellington and Woodville vie Waira-
raps is mow complete, and we have no doubt
that owners from the Hntt and all up the
Wairarapa will send to Woodville.  The handi-
capper for the Club is Mr J. E. Henry, and the
atarter Mr H. Piper.

To-morrow (Friday) Mesers Hunter and Nolan

will offer for sale the bay colt Hylas (by St. Hippo
—~(antiniere),; the bay filly St. Innis (by 8t. Leger

_ —Innisfail), and the chestnut filly Presentment

(by Richmond). The two former won races at
the spring meetings of the Auckland BRacing Olub
and Avondale Jockey  Club. These horses will
be sold at Sylvia Park after the yearling sales.

At the Durham Yards on Fridey Messrs Hun.
ter and Nolen will dispose of some young blood-
stock got by .The Dauphin, Howitzer, Brigadier,
Pleasanton, snd Handsome Jack. Several well-
known brood mares, with foals, are in the private
sale liat, )

.Though perhaps it is scarcely necessary to call
fhe attention of racing men and others to the
fact thet that the sale of the Sylvia Park yearlings
takes place to-morrow (Friday), it may be as
well to again mention that this is the first oppor-
tunity of obtaining any of Seaton Delaval’s stock.
Seaton Delaval is descended from the great eire
families on both sides, so that his progeny must
be invalusable to New Zealand breeders, as well as
excellent for racing purposes, There is sure lo
be capital competition for these yeerlings, - for
besidee New Zealand buyers, there are in Auck
land representatives -of Australian horse owners.
After Mesers Nathan’s yearlings have been dis-
poséd of, the Motu-Koren youngsters will go
through the auctioneer's hands. The yearlings

~ sent up from Brown’s Ieland by the Messrs Alison__

are-principslly by Regel and Seaton Delaval. -

* The  programme” for: the -Wellington Racing
Club’s Summer Mssting, to be held on.January
22 and 24, is published. elsewhere. On the. first
day the Wellington Cup of 500 sovs ia rum, also
the-Wellesley Btakes of £250 and the President’s
Haidicap of £150; : On the second day the prin-
cipal events are the”'Wellington Racing . Club
Handicap of £250 apd the Wellington Stakes of
£200.- Wedneeday next, January 5, is the general
entry day, and a glance at the liberal programme
will-serve 10 “show “that it is deserving of the

- Mr Abe Moss, the well-known Dunedin book-
meaker, is amongst the visitors at present in Auck-
land for the Sumimer.Meeting of the Auckland
Racing Club. - He-will.remain in the city until
after the sale of ‘the Wellington Park yearlings,
and . when he journeys South agein it is to be
hoped that he will enjoy safer transit than he did
when he last visited Auckland. It will be Te-
membered that he was a passenger in theill-fated
Tasmanis when ehe went down. Another promi-
nent Southern bookmaker at present in Auckland
ia Mr Maitin Taylor, of Christchurch, He has
been here for some weeks, and prior to the
Summer Meeting he has been enjoying the health
giving quality of the waters of the Rotorua
Springs, and his shadow has not grown less.

. One of the most importunt eales of yearlings
that has ever been held in the occlony will take
place at Wellington Park on Tuesday next, 4th
January, when Messrs Hunter and Nolan will
bring to the hammer some youngsters declared
by Mr Morrin to be the best ever bred at Wel-

lington Park. The victory of Antares in the

Auckland Gup, and of Lton in the Irial Stakes
and Railway Handicap, should enhance the value
of the Castor youngsters, while the progeny of
another Wellington Park sire (Hotchkiss) won
two races, namely, Lady Harriett and Swordfish.
‘What price the Hotehkiss—Frailty colt after this
when intending buyers remember the deeds of
Multiform, Uniform, and True Blue. Other
youngstere that will bring long prices are the
Lady Cureton colt, the Cissy colt, and the Hilda
filly. There is not & bad one in the whols eollec-
tion, and a good all-round sale should be the
result.

An announcement on Wednesday that Antares
would be submitted for sale on Friday by Mesars
Hunter and Nolan created considerable surprise,
but it is understood that a dissolution cf partner-
ship is the cause. Hylas and St. Innis are also
in the list for eale.

Entries are due with Mr Percival on Friday,

" Jan. 7, for the Great Northern Derby of 1899-

1900 and the Greet Northern Foal Stakes of
1899-1900. The conditions ¢f both races are
advertised, as also those of the Royal Btakes of

.between the races.
.afforded the public in this respect materially

issue. of eomplimentary tickets,

It is a peculiar feature of the Auckland Cup
rage that young Sceats, whose excellent horse-
manship and finishing ability on Antares was a
strong contribubing cause to the defeat of St.
Paul, is in the employ of Mr John Chaafe, the
lessee of St. Paul. He has ridden the game little
St. Leger horse, and the brilliant nature of the
work he has do e on the training track was such
as to eause him to think he had only what is
called * Buciley’s show ** on Antares. It, there-
fore, was u malter of surprise to find Antares
catching 8t. Paul when he called on him to moke
his effort, and he was still more surprised to find
him beating him, Sceuts’ performances this sea-
son have been of a highly meritoricus nature, and
if he ia careful in steering past the “ big head
shoul > his success will not stop at Monday’s win.

After the Races.

AUCKLAND RACING CLUB'S
SUMMER MEETING.

{Bx ATras.]

The first day of the Auckland Racing Club’s
Summer meeting was inaugurated by fine cool
weather, but unfortunately a strong south-westerly
wind swept clouds of dust from the adjacent
scoria roads to the discomfort of those in the
Leger paddock. The occupants of the saddling
paddoek and lawn fared much better, and the
attendance, if not a record ons, could not have
been far short of it, while noticeable among
the visitors were the Hoén H. Mossman, of
Queensland ; Mr TLeslie McDonald, manager
of Mr W. R, Wilson’s St. Albans stable;
Mr Tke Foulsham, of Caulfield; and Mr Archie
Yuille, of Melbourne. The general arrange-
ments for the meeling were good, and the im-
provements effected in the totalisator were appre-
ciated, and enabled the conductors to pass through
the lerge sum of £13,544 without the public
experiencing the inconvenience of orush and
delsy. The members new dining-room was much
appreciated, and the tables, both upstairs and
downetairs, were certainly very prettily laid out
by the eaterer, Mr . McEwen. On such a day
the refreshment department was an importent
one, and the majority of Ellerslie’s patrons were
well attended to, and a great business was done
at the Nos. 1 and 4 booths, which will be pre-
sided over during the meeting by Mr J. J.
Donovan, of tha Stur and Garter Hotel. All the
offlcials worked well, snd with perhaps the excep-
tion of the unfortunate start-in the Cup, the
programme was got through in a very satisfactory
manner. The going no doubt was very hard, but
I failed to see any ill effects of it, and the horses
at Ellerslie this year appear to be & sound-legged
lot. o

The only absentee from the. first race of the
meeting, the Trisl Handicap, was. Reaction; hut
the field was reduced by one more—The Sharper
—before the barrier went away, and it was hard
luck for Caulton thal it should have been so, as
he had the horse to. all appearance well. The
fact is that the public at Ellerslie are permitted
to ecrawd on to the straight to a degree not known

-in any other part of the world where eight races

constitute a day’s [programme.  The straight is
made what the lawn only should be, a promenade
I feel certain that the liberty

lessens the attendance in the grand stand enclo-
sure, especially since the club has. curtailed the
But it is not
with that aspect of the case L wish to deal. There
can be no doubt that the erowding of the straight
as revealed by some of our pictures mot only.

.seriousty retards the carrying out.of. the. pro.

gramme, but constitutes an element of :danger

| that should never be tolerated. It is not edifying

to wilness the clerk of the course, with the
assistance of mounted constables, clesring the

:straight on the eve of every race, and even ther
‘they are not .successful, and when the horses do

come out for their preliminary there is a .con-
tinual danger in consequence of the presence of
stragglers, many of whom sre women. Dogs,
too, were in evidence at Ellerslie on Monday last,
and I noticed one mongrel waylaying and barking
at the horses doing their preliminary in the first
race. My reason for digressing from the subject
of the Trial Handicap is to show the injustice
done to The Sharper. The great crowd on the
track prevented the horses doing their preliminary
in front of the judge’s box until just before the
advertised time tor starting. In doing bis gallop
The Sharper broke his breast plate and had to
return to the saddling paddock for a new one,
and he was out again in a few minutes going to
the post when Mr Cutts started the field without
him. The few minutes delay would not have
been meterial, and when sn accident is the cause
of the delay it is the custom of the atarter toallow
reasonable grace. Mr Cutts did so when the
jockey of Miss Annu was kicked, and delayed the
start for Liwlf an hour; but the treatment of the
owner of The Sharper and Miss Auna was very
different,and it is not pleasing to lear racecourse
wiseacres assign the cause of the difference to the
fact that one horse was owned by a member of
the Committee and the other was not. [ do not
believe that Mr Cutts was ao influenced, but the
consideration afforded to Miss Anna and The
Sharper wus ot such voriance that it gives room
to talk, especially to those who had backed The
Shurper and did not get a run for their money.
The public picked the Castor eolt, Eton, for the
Triul Handicap. When they were fairly going
Miss Anng aud Lufra appesred at the head of
affairs, with Swordfish and Eton handy. At the
home turn Miss Anna began to lall back beaten,
while Eton moved up to Lufra, and once fairly
in the straight the result was never in doubt, as
Eton came along full of running, and won with
his mouth open hy two lengths from Lufra, who
was a length In front of Swordfish, with Wai-
rongomsi fourth, and St. Gordon fifth.

The presence of Mr Stead’s pair of cracks
(Conqueror and Altair) seemed to frighten a

nnmber of youngstere from starting in the Great

Northern Foal Stakes, and the fleld was reduced
to five, Mr Stead’s puir were greatly admired in
the eaddling paddock, Conqueror probably win-
ning the majority of admirvers. He is » fine up-
stending son of Medallion, and should furnish
intc a splendid Derby representative next year.
Tndeed I cannot see snything that is likely to beat
him, unless Hylas and Explosion improve a lob
in the meantime. Altair is slso a fine colt, and
this pair being brecketed on the machines were
made 5 to 1 on favorites. When the barrier went
up Hermoss jumped off in front, but going up
the hill the filly was joined by Altair. Conqueror
wae close up, while Hylas and Bluejacket were in
the rear. This order was continued to the Derby
Stand, where Congueror-shot up to Hermosa and
eame home an easy winner by three lenpths, Hex-
moss being a length in front of Altair Hylas
was an indifferent fourth and Bluejacket a bad
last. The time (lmin 19zec) was not good, but
the youngatera for the greater part of the journey
had to babtle against a gale of wind.

Long before the 1ime for the Cup came round
it was kpown that Fabulist, Sabretache, Porangi
Potae, and Miss Anna would be absentees,
Fabulist was scratched at balf-past 12 o’clock, his
owner stating that it was|no use his running as he
would have no chance with Favona., Asa matter
of facl Fabulous's son did not leave his stable at
Mangere. Immediately after the Foal Stakes
had been disposed of the Cup candidates were
inepected. St. Paul's box was thonged by an eager
crowd, and the general opinion was cxpressed that
he had never been fitter. His trainer was evi-
dently proud of the little fellow, and made no
secret of the fact that in his opinion he was bound
to win. Wailuku had the appearance of having
undergone a thorough preparation, and his party
thought that he was in better nick than when he
beat St. Paul in the N.Z. Cup. Nestor locked a
trifle big, butl his running in the Cup subsequently
was & clear indication that Adam Byers had him
in mueh better trim than most people believed.
Favona looked well, and had evidently been
treated to some hard work. Antares and Panoply
both presented the appearance of having under-
gone & thoreugh preparation. Daystar pleased
the eye of those who saw him, snd when he came
out of his stall into tha paddock his lively antics
caused many to rush off to the machine to back
him. Coronet looked very well, but his actual
performance showed that his Cup trial had been
but & flash in the pan. (anopus, Pyroxylin, and
Anita had not many admirers, but they all looked
very fit. In fact, all round, the Cup candidates
did not give one the idea that the tracks at
Ellerslie had been as hard as they had been re-
presented to be, and their preliminaries were got
through in most satisfactory style. When the
field ranged. up Anita, St. Paul,. and Wainku
engaged 1n a kicking match, while Anita, aud-
denly lashing .out, kicked young Chaafe on the
foot. ‘This occasioned some delay. When the
barrier went up it was seen that Waiuku and.8t.
Paul, the two best-backed horses in the race, had
been left behind,the others gaining an advantage
of some twelve lengths before they commenced to
move, -Bussell and Chaafe both seemed for the
moment to lose jtheir heads by endeavoring to

~make up the lost ground far too gquickly. From

the start Canopus and-Nestor appeared in: front,
but .when they reached- the cutting. the bright

colors of .8t. Paul and ‘Waiuku were seen right |-
_amongst the leaders, Wainku at.this stage indeed
_having reached third place, with Favona, Panozly,

Daystar, and Antares in cgompany, Pyroxylin. and

Coronet being last, positions. -they ocoupied right

through the race. Nestor and Oanopus_led the
way round the turn, and passingthe stund for the
first time they were joined by Panoply, Daystar,
Antares, St. Paul, and. Waiuku .being in close at-

gendance. .-Rounding the bend out of the straight

the bine eolors were just visible in front of Cano-

pus aud: Penoply. Rounding the- baek str.tch
Jittle Canopus began to ifall back,  and Panoply
raced up to Nestor, 8t. Paul taking third place,

followed by Daystar, Favona, and Wainku.
Emerging from the cutting, Waiukn ran rapidly
up to the leaders, while Anita and Favona also

‘closed up, Bt: Paul, Dayptar, and Antares being

in & bunch. Nestor comtinued to lead Wainku
round the home turn, where Panoply dropped
back. At this stage Antares and Daystar were
immediately behind the leaders, and 8t. Paul shot
up next the rails, and got on terms with Nestor
and Waiuku at the entrance to the straight, An-
tares and Daystar being close together. - Onece in
the straight Chaafe called upon St. Paul, who
came awsay and looked like a winper, but the
effort was made too soon. Whaiuku dropped back
beaten, and before the distance was reached young
Hceats brought Antares up with a well-timed ran.
The iseue was now between Antares and 8t. Paul.
At the half-distance Antares had not quite got
up, but he gradually wore down St. Paul, and the
game little fellow was unable to pustain the effort
Chasafe had called upon him to male, and Sceates,
riding a splendid race, landed the son of Castor
boms half a length in front of the unlucky 8t.
Paul. Antares is owned by Mr J. &, Green, who
during his short sojourn in Auckland has gained
the friendship and esteem of all true sportsmen,
as on sll oceasions his horses are run te win.
Antares bas not had a very succesaful career on
the turf. For some time he was an inmate of
Mr Geo. Wright's stables, but he generally belied
his track form in public, as well as his ungues-
tionable breeding. He was bought some months
ago by Mr Gren for 275gs, and with his new
owner’s colors up he grievously disappointed
hiz stable in the Avondale Cup, when
he was badly beaten by 8t. Paul, and soon after-
wards he was scratched for the New Zealand Cup.
In Frank Mucmanemin's hands he has been doing
excellent work at Ellerslie, in company with
Panoply. Nevertheless the stable coznections
were nfraid that he would not do so well in pub-
lic as in private, and therefore did not back him
for so much as they would otherwise have done.
St. Paul is evidently a very unlucky horse. In
the two big events of the year he hae just been
beaten, and there can be but little doubt 1hat if
he had got well away on Monday he would have
lunded the Auckland Cup. Mr Cutts, in explain-
ing the start, said that he ordered St. Paul and
Waiuku, who were kicking, to go behind - thei.

r

© Geb ‘updodate’ collars from Geo, Fawlds.

field, and unfortunately when he let the barrier
go they were kicking at one another again.
Young Chaafe complains that he wsa completely
taken by surprise, as he had not time o take up
his position behind the other horses when the
barrier wentawsay. There is no doubt be received
2 nasty kick, snd that, together with the bad
start, prevented him riding with proper coolness,
After the race a complaint was made against T,
Taylor, who rode Nestor, of foul riding. '.I:he
allegation is that he jumbed Favona on the rails.
Nestor afterwards showed signs of lameness in
anddiing paddock, The complaint made will be
iuvestigated during the week. The time for the
race was slow, but allowance must be made for
the strong wind which had to be encountered ab
the back of the course. ,_-

The small field in the Huardle Race {three) de-.
prived it of the usual amount of interest evinced in
thess svents. Moat people seemed to think that
the race was n good thing for Nor'-West, but he
finished last instead of first, after a peculiarly
run race, during which Taliy-ho and Nor'-West
appeared to be feeling one another, until at the
finish Miss Nelson dashed to the front, and won,
in & common canter, Nor'-West complacently
suffering defeat ou the post for second money.

Ten was the main for the Railway Handicap,
and in the absenece of any penalty condition 1t
was not surprising to find that a rnsh was made
to get on the Trial Handicap winner (Eton}, over
700 out of the 1800 tickets on the machine being
in his favour, and he made no mistakes, as after
holding & good pesition, he shot out at the finish
and won as he liked, This colt has improved a
lot, and it is a grent pity that he was not left in
the Derby. -

A dozen faced the starter in the Nursery Han-
dicap, and Dayntree and 8t. Innia were the popu-
lar selections. St. Innis was never absolutely.
dangerous, but Duyntree would probably have.
won had he got away on better terms with his
field. Xettledrum cnt out the running to the top
of the straight, soon after which the Hon. Hugh
Mossman's handsome filly, Lady Harriet, came -
with a raétle, and lasted just long enough to win
from Dayntree, who finished gamely, and dis- -
pelled an impression I had formed, * upen infor-.
Jmation I had received,” as the.policemen. say,

that he would not gee under pressure. Lady
Harriet was wobbling a bit at the finish. ‘
“Fair Nell. was voted a good thing for the Fony

Cup, and Rangiurn was also well supported. - The
last-named {urned up trumps, but the other did
not, and was pretty early beaten. Rangiuru was
in front most of the way, sud finally won by a
length from Mavourneen, with Napoleon & good
third, ‘

A field of fivelonly saddled up for the Christmas
Handicap, chief support being accorded to.8t.
Crispin and Porangi Potae, but the_ﬁrs_t-nameq
could only get into third place, while Porangi
Potas broke down when running eplendidly, and

returned to the saddling paddock bleeding pro-

fusely from the nostrils. - The experience of the
first and last racss of the day certeinly showed
that Mr Canlton was out of luck. After Porangi

“Potne .was done .with, Swordfish. ran to the front

and .beat . Waiorongomai home by a couple of
lengths, and paying the very good dividend of
£4 bs in.so small a field, :

Anticipations.

THE AUCKLAND RACING CLUB'S
'SUMMER MEETING.
" [ByY Arnas.] -

Mr Evett issued his weights on Tuesday. Pres-
pure on our space compels me to refrain from dis.
cussing the chances of the horses engaged in the
various races, and I therefore plunge on the fol*
lowing :— L

Glasgow Handicap. —Svrrrerace 1, Lapy
MazioN 2, BWORDFISH 3.

. Derby.—Last. week I selected GoLp MEDALs
st 1, Br. CrisriN 2, Favona 3, and see no
reason to change my opinion, :

Handicap Hurdles.—Nor'-WEsT 1, Migs NEL-
soN 2, Tim 3. .
Midsummer Handicap. — StEap’s Ernecr 1,

Exrrosron 3, DAYNTREE 3.

County Handicep. — Eron 1, REx 2, Miss
Eumxmy 3.

A R.C. Handicap.—81, PAUL 1, ANTARES 2,
SWORDFISH 3.
Pony Handicap.—NAPoLEON 1, MANGAEAWA 2,

RaNGIURU 3.
~ Maiden Handicap.—Lurra 1, ComPLETE 2,
THE SHARPER 3.

. TarRp Day, MoONDAY, JANXUARY 3RD.

Steeplechase. — MozerL 1, Miss NELSON 2»
Tarvry-Ho 3.

HAWEKE'S BAY J.C. SUMMER
MEETING. ‘

[Bx Ovr Owr CORRESPONDENT.]

My fancies for the Hawke’s Bay fixture are i —

New Year Handicap.—Woonravpse 1, N1GHET-
IXGALE 2, STRAYBIRD 3.°

Hurdles. — Ruivo 1, MissFire 2, CairoN
Rovaz 3.
President’s Haudicap.—Tira¥T »'Eav 1, PaI-
MULA 2, ORMOND's SELECTED 3.

Lrinl Stakes,—DorTRELL 1, DERRY 2, NAN-
SEN 3.

Two-year-old; Handicep.—PArLavEE 1, TIGREBS
2, Booria 3. .

Welter Handicap.—P1sTor GrI1r 1, WIRITEA
2, MAIp MaRioN 3, oo

Christmas Handicap.—OrM oND'8 SELECTED 1
Gorp Crr 2, MOONRAKER 3.



