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CYCLING.,

At .the Municipal Conference held in
" Wellington last week, the following
" motion was lost, on the voices :—That
"> the conference consider the question of
. bicyele traffic on the public highways in
- counties with a view to regulating the
. same by equitable -and uniform by-laws,
.. > and that the Cyelist Club of Wellington
'; be invited to express their views on the
= matter. ' (1)} Rule of road same as
" vehicles; (2) rate of speed--no racing;
"+ 1 (8) necessity of ringing bell or whistling
" on passing or meeting vehicles; (4) dis-
" mounting when ' necessary, (5) riding
<"~ abreast—not more than two cyclists.”
.~ At a meeting of the New Zealand
" Cyclists’ Alhiance, held -in Christchureh
- on the 22nd inst.; the following road
" records were passed :—J. O. Shorland:
-~ Christchurch to Dunedin, 22hr 18in. R.
.- M'Kengie :  Dunedin to Invercargill, 9br
" p4imin, F.F. Fabian: Napier to Wel-
.- lington, 22br 40min. Track Records :—
. 8. MecDonald, at Dunedin: 10 miles,
- 26min 19 2-5sec. C. H. Jones, st Christ-
>} church: Quarter-mile, 32 2-5sec. 8.
" McDonald, at Dunedin: Mile and a
"+ half, 3min 39 4-5sec. Harry Thompson,
" at Ohristchurch: 2 miles, 4min 32
4-5sec; 3 miles, 6min 52 2-Bsec; mile
- and a half, 3min 26 i-5sec; one mile,
" 2min 138 2-5sec ; half-mile, lmin 5 3-5sec;
- one mile, 2min 12 1.5sec. J. O. Shor-
."" land. at Christchurch : 50 miles, 2br
-7 14min 40sec; 100 miles, 4hr 3%min
" Bleec; 25 miles, Thr Omin 40sec ; 5 miles,
-7 11min BBsec; 10 miles, 24min Isec.
. - 'Harry Thompson, at Christchurch: 5
- “miles, llmin 4dsec; 10 miles, 23min
©r Bleec; 25 miles, 59min 30sec; one
' .- hour, 25 miles 360yds. The following
" " standards were passed :—S. McDonald,
1 mile and 1% mile; H. Thompson, 1
" mile, 1% mile, 2 miles, 8 miles, 5 miles,
. " 10 miles, and 25 miles; R. Crow, half-
! mila; W. B. Bell, half-mile and 1 mile;
" J.8. White, half-mile and 1 mile; J. O.
" Shorland, 10 miles and 25 miles.
~.. At a meeting of eyclists, held in
_*-Christchurch on Saturday evening last,
" it was decided to form a Cyclists Road
" Riders  Protection Association, the ob-
" jects of which willbe to use all consti-
" tutional means to encourage, protect,
. and maintain the interests of cycle
. riders. ' ,
7" We now have the New Zealand
Oyecliste’ Union, the New Zealand Cye-
lists’ Alliance, the New Zealand Cyclists’
Touring Club, and if this want of origi-
nality goes on much longer cyclists will

" they belong ~The “ New Zealand Bieye-

BoOLL . . o ‘
.. . Qenerally speaking, women ride bi-
' eycles with more grace than do men;
<. “still, several times lately we have seen
.. "ladies riding with the pedals driven by
" the centre of the feet. This looks ex-
tremely awkward, and, besides, the rider
“.. _has little or no control over her machine
"~ vwhen pushing in such a manner. The
" ‘pedals ‘should always be driven by the
Ea]l of the foot, as then the ankle is
brought into play, and free action results.
7+ In 8t. Louis the cyelists were invited
. to inspect a local brewery, and 2,370 ac-
.. cepted ths invitation. 'What a treat that
. invite Wwould be after a 50-mile ride on a
.. botday! I'm Fhirsty already !

' THE INVENTOR OF THE “SAFETY "
. BICYCLE INTERVIEWED. \

R ‘[coNCLUDED.] )

. % After three years experimenting, my
partner had spent all his money; his
patience had likewise disappeared, and he
gave up definitely the idea of a safety
bicycle. - The word ‘ safety,” by the way,

" was given to the machine by my father,
: and was registered by me in 1876. I
.- 'might: also mention here that public
" opinion was dead against the new bicycle,
and later on it was known as ‘ Lawson’s
crocodile *- and ¢ Lawson’s: abortion '’
among the makers of high, or ¢ ordinary;’
bicycles. .- -~ .. - L R
“ All this, of course, tended to dis-
courage me, and any improvements made
subsequently, I kept as quiet-as possible.
The first important trial trip I made was
from Brighton' to Enfleld, and on this
aceasion I started: at three o’clock in the
morning in order to escape notice ; a soli-
tary fisherman, however, did- witness the
atart’of : what -was unquestionably the
the first ride on 4 safety. bicycle—=a lover
pedal arrarigement of great weight. : -«

| horseless earriages.

have some difficulty in knowing to which

lists * will be guite an original expression

"sion P

- #In 1879 Mr Singer, the well-known
sewing machine maker, sent for me
and offered to manufacture my cycle
for the market, paying me a royalty
of £2 on each machine. Somehow
the = innovation did not meet with
popularity at this time, and it was
not until 1885 that the safety bicycle
was fairly established in public favour.
By this time, though, I had relinquished

- my patents, so that I have never reaped

any pecuniary profit from my invention.
As s matter of fact, hostility to the
safety was so pronounced that the very
club I belonged to warned me, that I
could not ride my machine and remain a
member.”

Now, as to “ horseless carriages "’-—for
the inventor was likewise full of this
great revolution in vehicular traffic. Vir-
tually, the first ‘‘horseless carriage™
was the invention of Mr Lawson, who

atented & cycle propelled by a petro-
eum motor on September 27th, 1880.

“ On account of the idiotie ¢ Locomo-
tive and Highway Act,’ ” remarked Mr
Lawaon resignedly, * we English inven-
tors have had to stand-still while the
French, Germans, and Americans forged
ahead, in a very literal sense. What is
the Act? Why the four-mile-an-hour-
red-flag-man-in-front-and - two- engineers
arrangement, of course. I must say,
however, that in a very few weeks’ time
this stupid regulation will no longer dis-
figure the statute.book. Then, indeed,
we shall be able to go ahead —of course,
after our foreign rivals have had months
in which to perfect their copies of my
invention.

“ Look how the motor carriages sare
encouraged abroad. You may remember
the race from Paris to Bordeaux and
back (about 769 miles), that was run on
June 11th, 1895. The first four prizes,
and also the =sixth and seventh—of the

total value of 60,000 franes—were won’

by the Daimler Motor Carriage, which
was far superior to its forty-five other
competitors. Thanks to the inepitude of
our own Government, I have been com-
pelled to purchase, at a ecost of £40,000,
the German patent rights (Daimler
Motors) which are founded on my in-
vention. A great company is now in
process of private formation, which, with
a capital of £1,000,000 sterling, wiil 1m-
mediately commence the maoufacture of
The ordinary car-
riage builders will design their own
vehicles and take their motors from the
company.”

“'What a revolution there will be in
the streets of London " T remarked.

“Yes, indeed. Quite apart from the
hygienic advantage of removing horses
from the sireets, there is the peculiar
advantage that people run over by 2
horseless carriage will snffer litile or no
damage, partly because there will be no
horse to trample upon them, and partly
also on account of the enormous pneu-
matic tyre.

* Then, again, the roar of the present
traffic will practically disappear. These
earriages will be built in about ffteen
different styles or types, varying from
the fashionable dog-cart, victoria, or
phzton, to the tram-car, omnibus, or
Government transport van., We have
orders for many of the last-named
vehicles, by the way; they are to run at
six miles an hour, and caray two tons.
As for orders generally, we have already
a sufficient number in hand to oceupy us
for two years.” ‘

“ Will your carriage wholly supersede
the horse, Mr Lawson ? " :

*“ Not quite. 1 don’t see how you can
plongh without horses ; nor will we un-
dertake to supply mounts for cavalry and
hunting men. You may expect some
startling designs in the new carriages,

_thus entirely changing the aspect of our

streets. The 7 icturesque sedan chair,
for one person, may come back; and
there is no reasoon why sober statesmen
should not" career through Palace Yard
in a mysterious, horseless Roman chariot.”
. “Now, as to the cost of the propul-

“Very well.  "'We' estimate that four
gallons of petroléum, costing 3s 6d, will

.be sufficient to propel a carriage con-
taining four persons for. a distance of

between 150 and 200 miles - The mecha-
nism will be irivisible, without heat, smell,
noise, or vibration; and it is. so -light

.that a two-horse power motor may be
lifted on the little. finger.

The price of

a horseless' ‘carriage will ‘be little more

‘than that of an‘ordinary: vehicle: of the

same description. - As -regards ‘speed, -1

may say that both the horseless carriages
and the motor cycles will run as fast as
may be desired ; there is no reason why
they should not travel at the rate of sixty
miles an hour; but of course the ordi-
nary speed will be regulated to some-
thing under twenty.

“ The Prince of Wales himself,” con-
cloded Mr Lawson. *‘takes a very great
interest in the future of horseless car-
riages ; and at the Imperial Institute he
travelled -in one at the rate of fifteen
miles an hour, up a very steep gradient.”

ATHLETICS.

At Kihikihi on Saturday last a 300
ards race, open to members of the Kihi-
kihi Football Club, was decided. Mr .J.
Laurie, a prominent member of the Club,
gave as a prize to the winner a handsome
medal. Sixteen runners toed the mark,
and after a big struggle J. Gardiner
{8y.s) won, with J. Corboy (kyds) next,
D. Kay, McDonald, and Webster being
next in a bunch. .

The Wanganui Amateur Athletic and
Cycling Club have decided to lay down a
track in Cook's Gardens.

J. K. Ballantyne, who is a cousin of
A. R. Downer’s, won the 100yds Iandi-
cap from scratch in 10 2-8sec at the Wess
of Scotland C.C.'s sports held at Glasgow
on April 18th.

Bax’s club swinging record has again
been beaten, Griffiths, the Tasmanian,
having on May 20th swung the elubs for
thirty hours at Cobar, mnear Sydney.
‘When Bax was in 8ydney he endeavoured
to make a match with Griffiths, but the
latter did not turn up  Bax says he is
still willing to mee$ the Tasmanian in a
hand to hand contest, which would be
more satisfactory than continually going
one better

GOLF.

Last Saturday was an open day, no
matches being played. There was a big
muster on the Ilinks nevertheless, and
some very interesting friendly matches
took place. -

The membership of the local club is
increasing so fast that after the July
ballot for new mewmbers is taken the en-
trance fee to the club is to be increased
from one guinea to three guineas.

The links are already too small for the
number of members, and an effort will
shortly be made (so it is reported) to get
an 18-hole course instead of the present
9-hole course.

We hear that the new Ladies’ Golf

Club has secured & large membership, no
less than 84 members having already
joined the club. There 18 very litile
doubt that golf has *caught on™ in
Auckland. We wish the Ladies’ Golf
Clnb every success. They have been for-
tunate in getting Mrs Sk§

of the club.

A contributor to the English Sporting
and Dramatic News, commenting on the
play of the Tooting Bec Club, rémarks:
— “The ‘bogey’ ecompetition of this
club once demonstrated ‘bogey’s’ won-
derful powers, and in spite of the con-
stantly improving form of golfers the
¢ eolonel’ more than holds his own, not
only here but in other parts of the
country. I am ratherin favour of some
sliding scale in regard to ‘bogey’s’
score, to be determined by the state of
the weather. It seems very hard on
golfers to have to contend against the
same score whether the weather be good
or bad.. Of course I know the contention
that all men are on an equal footing
holds good to some extent, but I fancy
there are very few golfers indeed who
would not, even when winning, prefer to
be ‘up’ rather than ‘down’ to their
ever-steady opponent. I recognise that
there is some difficulty in the matter, as
the attendance of at least two members
of the committee would be necessary en

all ‘bogey’ competition days, but it] -

seems to me rather ridiculous to {(at
times) sce a man who winds up his day’s
work four or even five ‘down,’ finishing
at the head of thelist. I think also it
can hardly be disputed that the sting is
taken out of many men's game by the
knowledge that he is starting off on an
impossible task, which is reallv what
fighting ‘bogey ' on' & bad day means.
It is here also, 1 fancy, that the * as fair
for one as the other’ theory breaks down,
for .the golfer with the -highly:strung
nervoue organisation seems to me to be
at & distinct disadvantage.” - - - -
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