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Tre SrorTivg Review AxDp LIOEN&ED VIO-
rUALLERS' GAZETTE Aas been appointed the
OrricIAL ORGAN of the Trade.

It offers special facilities for advertising,
“frgnsfers,” and other official annotuncements, em.
bracing as it does the extensive eirculalion of an
already popular New Zealand and Australian
sporting journal.

Cheques, drafis, ete., and all business communt-
cations to be addressed fo ARTHUR OLEAVE
axp Co., Pulcan Lane, Auckland, Literary
eommunications to the EDITOR.

The EDrT0B will always bs pleared Lo receive
contributed items, paragraphs, skefcher, or ony
Brief article of interest {o the trade.

Communications sntended for publicalion
should be written in ink, and only on one side of
the paper. Anonymous letters will be consigned
fo the waste-paper basket.

TUnsuitable contributions will not de returned
wniess o special request to that effect and stamps
to cover tha cost of postage be sent with them.

The oanwal- subseription to fhe BPOBTING
BEvIEW AND LIOENSHD VIOTUALLXES' GAzETTE
will be 12[¢ payable sirictly in adpance,

MR BIDDLECOMBE'S REPLY TO THE
REV. L. ISITT AT BRADFORD.

Ix our last issue we referred to the Rev.
Leonard Isitt’s speech at Bradford, and
intimated that in our next issue we would
deal with Mr Biddlecombe's reply to the
¢ paverend ” New Zealander. So far as
we can gather from the report, as pub-
Wshed in the Bradford Daily Argus of
March 4th, Mr Isitt boasted of the
“ gmazing charity 7 he was prepared to
Pestow on Mr Biddlecombe, and the next
moment designated his opponent as a
hypocrite. | Mr Biddlecombe, in his re-
ply, refrained from all personalities, and
in this respect adhered much more closely
to the rules of debate than his reverend
epponent. DMr Tsitt charged his oppo-
nent with being the author of the articles
" which had appeared in the drgus, hostile
o Mr Tsitt’s mission ; but the editor of
the paper positively dectared that Mr
PRiddlecombe had never written one single
line to the paper in connection with the
mission, excepting a letter appearing over
that gentleman’s signature. We are
under the impression, judging from the
jone of the debate, that had Mr Biddle-
combe charged: Mr 1sitt with doibg cer-
tain things and a positive denial had been
subsequently ‘made,” that demial would
have been accepted, followed by a grace-
ful apology for having erroneously made
the statement, but, to all appearance, the
Rev. Mr Isitt and his Bradford oppo-
nent are built on different lines, and we
think that those who desire - to be
¢classed as gentlemen, would prefer to be
built on the Biddlecombe lines. Before
the debate already indicated took place, it
was insinuated that at one of the lectures
delivered by the New Zealand cold water
champion‘it was statel by a Mr Weldon
that Mr Biddlecombe would not put in
an appearance at the proposed debate,
but it was subsequently shown that in
no case had an engagement made by the
arty to which Mr Biddlecombe belongs
Eeen broken, whilst on the other hand it
was proved to demonstration that the
teetotal party had on some. occasions
failed to meet their opponents on a plat-
at a duly convened meeting. One notable
instance was .cited as follows:—“ 1 can
give an instance the other way, one in
which, strange to say, Mr Biddlecombe
was the speaker. The society in King’s
Lynn,was having a debate on local option.
On one side was Mr Kempstor, of the
United Kingdom Alliance, but a speaker
‘was wanted - to oppose him. The local
agent of the U K.A. advised that the
Liberty and Defence League should be
asked to furnish an opponent to Mr
Kempstor. U]bimatelﬁ it was arranged
that Mr Biddiecombe shounld go o Lynn.
His name, &c., was furnished, when Mr
Kempster wrote *that he had an impor-
‘tant engagement, and that the debate
must be adjourned sine die.,”” Comment
on this is peedless, as it clearly shows
where the fear to meet an opponent came
in. Coming back to Mr Biddlecombe's
reply, he made ‘ mince meat” of the as-
gertion that the Armenian attrocities were
the result of the indulgence in alcoholie
“liquors, and proved that they were
directly traced to the action of the de-
raved teetotal demous, the Turks. He
arther quoted figures to show that whilst,
in some cases, the consumption of drink
"had increased, cases of convietion had
* gradually but surely decreased, and the
-same proof applied to -pauperizm. He
. alno guoted an American Goverment re-
. turn of crimioal statistics, showing that

in the year 1882 1,282 murders were
committed by teetotallers against 1,267
by persons who had been convicted of
drunkenness, or who were known to take
drink. Thus there were ,more teetotal
murderers than drunken murderers, He
effectively rebutted the statement that
England was the most drunken nation in
the world, and in support of his argu-
ment quoted Mulhall, and said that, with
the exception of one or two small and
feeble nations, England was one of the
most sober nations on the face of the
parth. (From the teetotallers—“ It’s a
lie.” He further advised his reverend
opponent, seeing he knew so little about
the subject, to go out to Turkey and re-
monstrate with his atrocious teetotal
friends there, instead of going about the
country &rying to persuade respectable
people lilce his audience to give up the
moderate use of alcoholic beverages.
After his effective reply, Mr Biddle-
combe resumed his seat, and took adrink
from a glass and afterwards from a bottle.
Upon this a scene of indescribable con-
fusion took place, the fanatics rising to
their feet and crying * turn him out.”
Mr Briddlecombe declared that he had
only taken a drink from a preparation
which was purely medicinal in dts
character.  Taking the proceedings
altogether, we do mnot think the New
Zealand teetotallers have any reason to
feel proud of their champion as he ap-
peared at Bradford.

TEETOTAL LEGISLATION IN
ENGLAND.

The English Licensed Victuallers'
Gezetfe has the following interesting par-
ticulars concerning trade items before
the English Parliament :—

@ The Liquor Traffie Local Veto (Scotland)
Bill is Mr Poter McLagan’s timne-honoured mesa-
sure, which proposes on the requirition of not less
than one-tenth of the householders, that one of
three resolutiens may be adopted by s bare
majority, viz.—1. That the sale of alcoholio
drinks be prohibited. 2. That the number of
licenses be reduced. 3. That no more licenses be
granted. There is no compensation, monetary or
time, offered ; but, nevertheless, it is a well-known
fact that if the deocision rested with the Scottish
members alone, this dishonest measure would be

assed by s large mejority. Fortunately for our
viends in Scotland, however, English members
have a finger in the pie, and, therefore, if they
be well whipped up, the Bill should be igno:
minously rejected on the motion for its second
reading. -

< Appther Bill, not a teetotal mesasure, but
one which more nearly concerns the wholesule
than the retail trade, that has attained a most
favourable position, is the Beer Adulteration Bill,
brought in by Mr Quilter and his friends, which
stands as the first order of the day for Wednes-
day, March 25. It proposes to enact that every
person who sells or exposes for sale, by wholesale
or retail, any beer brewed from any ingredients
other than hops, or malt from barley, ehall keep
conspicuously posted at the bar, or other place
where such beer is sold, a notice stating what
other ingredients are contained in such beer.
Penalties of £5 for the first, and of £20 for any
subsequent offenee, half of which is to go to the
informer, ars to be inflicted for non-compliance
with the proposed enectment. We have no doubt
that the 30!.111[‘1‘_)" Brewer's Society will be equal
to the emergency of securing the Tejection of the
Bill, which, to be just and logical. ought to apply
equally to manufacturers of pork pies, sausages,
and other * mysteries.’

Among other Bille affecting the Trade which
have been introduced, but bave but a poor pros-

act of being discussed, is Mr Broadhurst's

icensing Acts Amendment Bill, the objest of
which is to abolish what is known as the tied-
house system, ‘by which tenants of licensed
houses are compelied to purchase the goods sold
by them from the owners or lessees of their
houses.” There is no donbt that in Leicestershire
and Nottinghamahire there is a strong feeling in
favour of the Bill among licence-holders, but in
other parts of the country, and especially in the
metropolis, there is a very luke-warm feeling on
the subject, and little interest is taken as to
whether the Bill passes or not. As a matter of
fact, however, it has scarcely & chance of even
being debated, inasmuch as it is the last order for
‘Wednesday next.

“ Tmmediately preceding it on that day (4th
March) is the Sale of Intoxieating -Liquors
{Treland) Bill, the provisions of which are the
same as passed by the Select Committee in the
Session of 1888, and reported to the House. Its
object is to compel the closing at nine o'clock on
Saturday night, and during the whole of Sunday,
of all places for the sale of alcoholic drinks in
Dublin, Belfust, and the other towns exempted
by Parliament in 1878 from the operations of the
Irish Sundey Closing Act. Whether owing toan
oversight on the part of the central organisations
of the Trade in the metropolis, or to the fact
that the Bill was brought forward last seasion on
the day the late Speaker's daughter was led to the
hymenial alter by Mr Maguirs, the intimate
friend of Mr Cecil Rhodes and ‘ Dr Fim,’ this

Bill, greatly to the disgust of our friends on the’

other side of St. George’s Channel, and espeeially
Mr P.J. Lennox, B.A., the able and esteemed
secretary of the Dublin Licensed Grocers’ and
Vintners’ Protection Association, was read the

. Beo. Fowlds

second time by an overwhelming majority, and

sells Towing.

committed to the Standing Committee on Trade,
from which awkward predicement, from the
Trade's point of view, it was released by the dis-
golution of Parliament. There is but little like-
lihood of the Bill being similarly dealt with this
gession, thanks to the cnergy of Mr Lennox, who,
poasibly taking a lesson from the past, last week
came to London and seecceded in inducing Mr
MeCartan, Mr Michael Austin, Mr Doogan, Mr
William Redmond, and Mr Patrick MeHugl to
block the Bill.

- TRADE TOPICS.

‘We hear that the police made a special exami-
nation of the Napier hotels after hours on Satur-
dny might week, with what result the secrecy that
doth begird a policeman Iately, prevents us from
ascertaining.—Napier exchange. :

Diner (to woiter): * Waiter, T don’t think
much of this chop.” Waiter: I can’t under-
stand it. You're the third gentlenan as nve
complaired about that chop. I suppose I shall
bave io give it to one of our reg’lar customers.”

Judge:  What's the charge?” TPoliceman :
" Intoxicated, your horour.” Judge {to prisoner):
“What's your name ? " Prisoner : * John
Gunn.” Judge: © Well, Gunn, I'll discharge
yon this time, but you musa’t get loaded again.™

W. Perrin, licensée of the Exchangs Hatel,
Napier, was on Monday cenvicted on two charges,
gne with serving customers after eleven o’clock
at night, =nd the other with having o barmaid in
the bar nfter that hour. e was fined 503 on
each charge, and the license was endorsed.

Charles Dickens did not pen the following for
the especial information of the temperance apos-
tles, but if lie had he could not have better kit
the mark .—* If temperance socicties would sug-
gest an antidote against, hunger, filth, and foul
air, or could establish dispensaries for the gra-
tuitous distribution of hottles of Leihe-water,
gin palaces would be numbered among the things
that wers.”

At a meeting of the Liherty and Property
Defence League, held at the Westminster Palace
Hotel, London, Lord Wemyss gave an interesting
address, in the couree of which he snid that cer-
tain bishops had lately waited npon Lord Salis-
bury regarding liquor legislation. If legislation
were needed in that direction, then the bishopa
were & failnre, because their appealing to the
law proved that their moral influence to teach
the people what wae right was of no use.

The Rev. William Gillies, writing fo the
Timarw Herald concerning the whisky at the
Hon. W. Hall-Jones' bunquet, says:—" Whan I
became sware thut whisky was being supplied, I
challenged the caterer.”” Mr Gillies further says:
~—4 T have brought pressure to bear upon licensees,
trying to secure a better observation of the Act,
and when a committee composed largely of tee-
totallers takes to breaking the Aect, I am not
going to shut my eyes and pretend not to ace it.”

Mr E. South, formerly of the Railway Hotel,
Marton, has managed somehow to pull himself
away from the “boys'" in the Rengitikei, and
is now mine host of the Taranaki Hotel, New
Plymoulh, one of the favourite old hostelries of
the town. Its close proximity to the railway
station makes it a handy plece to put up at.
Hometimes the sports do congregate at the
Taranaki, and when argrments are on I think
the new proprietor will be able to hold his own,
particularly on Rangitikei, Wanganui, and
Manawatu racing

Apropos of drink reform, Judge Murray,
passing severs sentences on two men eonvicted of
brutsl assault at a drinking club, said these clubs
required most stringent legislation, and much
more strict control than the police were at present
allowed to cxercise, They held out tempta-
tions to working men to spend money and gamble,
and they took the worst form of the old-fushioned
uncontrolled public-houses. The Judge referred
to the larrikin pushes which infest the city as
* congregations of human jackals, which wanted
wiping off the face of thie earth.’” -

Mr Louis Doyle, the popular wanager of the
Star Hotel, Albert Street, Auckland, has reason
to be pleased with the increased patronage that
has been accorded to this well-known house since
he has sssumed control. Mr Doyle is well-
known to most of our readers on the East and
West Coasts, having represented the proprietors
of the Domain Brewery for two years prior to
undertaking the management of the Star. Ifis
genial disposition snd the happy knack he has of
making pecple comfortable, are no doubt respon-
pible for the success he has achieved in his new
rolé.

Messrs Dwan Bros., the well-known Welling-
ton hotel brokers, report having sold Mr Michael
Higgins’ interest in the Clyde Quay Hotel, Wel-
lington, to Mr A. Merlet, well-known in Welling-
ton ; Mrs McEenzie's interest in the Hoyal Hotel,
Masterton, to Mr J. O’ Meara, of Masterton; Mr
W. H. McClelland’s interest in the Foresters'
Arms Hotel, Ghuznee Street, Wellington, to Mr
H. Worger, late of Queen’s Hotel, Wellington ;
the Railway Hotel, Joknsonville, for Mr H. C.
Green, to Mr B. Walker, of Wellington; Mr
Robert Reid’s inlerest in the Britanoia Haotel,
‘Willis Street, Wellington, to Mr Chas. MeCarthy,
late of the Rutland Hotel, Wanganui.

At the snniversary dinner of the South London
Licersed Victuailers and Beersellers’ Trade Pro-
tection Association in London, on February 28,
the following letter from Dean Hole, of Roches-
ter, was read :—* Though I am unable to add to
my long list of arrangements for February, I
much appreciate the compliment of your invita-
tion, and would have gladly testified my sympathy
with your Aseociction, and my antipathy to
tyrrany and cant. The Christianity and common
sense, which alome oan teach true temperance,
seem 1o be more and more ignored by teetotallers,

. who would incarcerate mankind in Zgump Court,
and turn sall the birds of the air into water-
wagtails.” : ’

sweaters from 5s 6d .each

Messts. Haodfield and Co. are comparatively
recent arrivals in Palmerston North, but they
have stayed right there, and a bright iden has
dawned on them. They recognisc that a large
proportion of the residents and settlers in the
Manawata district like a “drop o good beer,””
and this they are now offering in bulk to the
public from the Burton Brewery, of which they
are now proprietors, after having made large
additi ns to the plant, which nlso enables them
to turn out a first-class article in bottled ale and
stout. Mr Hadfield is a specialist in the brewing
line, and has gradoated in some of the best
breweries, whtch enables him to lurn out such
tip-top brews, :

In conmection with the Government's proposed
action to quash an order made for the remoral
of Mras DMorrison's license from Rotorua to
Paeroa, the Government have been adrised that
a8 Mrs Morrison's lease, which was graoted by
the Lnnds Department in July, 1895, provides
for the removal of both license and premises, it
would be futile to take actiou to quash the order
for removal. But it appears, however. that the
removal contemplated was to another part of the
township of Rotorua, and the power given in
this connection was absolute, and without limi-
tation. The whole matter has been referred to
the Surveyor-Geueral, as the Government were
not awere, when notice was given of the objection
to removal, that he liad writien to Mrs Morrison -
giving his consent to the removal.

A point of interest to the trade was raised in
the TPolice Court at Invercargill on Monday,
arising out of & charwe agninst a prohibited per- -
son tor being found on licensed premises. Coun-
sel took objection that the order had been taken
out sgainat his client without notice to him.
This was admitted by the other side, but it was
contended that the licensing- laws allowed such
orders to be issued on ex parfe stalements of the
applicants and witnesses, and therein differed
from the common law right of a man to have an
opportunity to ahow cause why be should not be
convicted, A long argument took place on the
poiot, and Mr Poynton, 8.M., decided thet the
order was not goed. The eimplest way out of
the difficulty was to declare that the man was
not a prohibited person, and let his friends take
fresh action in proper form,

An experiment in the direction of the mu-
nicipalisation of hotels has just been established
at Elan Village. The rules of management are
decidedly stringent. Youths are not served, and
the house ia only opened from twelve o’clock
until two, and from half-past five to nine in the
cvening ; on Sundays it is closed sll day, but it
is open from 3 to @ p.m. on Suturday. The net
profits for the first half-year were £140.- The
Louse is conducted on similar lines to those ad-
vocuted by the Bishop of Chester, This experi.
ment was made by Mr Lees, the secretary of the
waterworks at Birmingham, who, in conclnding
his report, says that imdividaally he is an ab-
stainer, but Le was perfectly certain that he was
serving the interests of temperance better in
providing wholesome liguor, under proper regu-
lations, fhen attempting Lo prohibit the trafiic
altogether.

The reject of Christchureh, Mr T. E. Taylor,
delivered one of his vehement vituperative
speeches at the so-called Temperance Counference
in Dunedin the other day (says © Timotheus” in
North Otago Times). Isay #o-called Temperance
Conference advise ily, becanse the people who ae~
semble and call themselves temperates, and assert
that they represent the Temperance people of the
colony, are not themselves temperate, and it is
sheer andacity, of which the Prohibitionist has a
never-failing supply, for these individuals te
assert that they are the truly temperaoce prople
of the community. Prohibition is a sort of
sponge in the handa of Mr Taylor and other one-
idead individuals of his genus, with which they
imagine they will clean the slate of human
iniquity. There is a and dearth of both worldly
philosophy and Divine teaching about this new
religion—Prolibition.

A well-known and wealthy squatter is now in
England enjoying the breczes of his native land.
In Australia, relates " Atticus™ inthe Leader, he
was not much at looking upon the wine when’it
was red ; he preferred whisky. Having a bad
attack of gout ke called in a celebrated London
phiysician, whose first care was to necettain if the
ratient had been under medical treatment in
Australia. *Oh, yes, I went first to Dr. .
of Collins-street, and he asked me how much
whisky I drank. I told him about a bottle a day,
and be then said I must reduce it, not drink moras
than half a bottle.”” “ Well, what did you do,
Mr Woolbags?” asked the London physician.
« 1 changed my doctor,” said the squatter. The
fashionable medico took his fee and the hint. -

A point of licensing law, not sufficiently known
or understood, was recently raised at Thorncombe
Petty Sessions, in the county of Dorset, Eng-
land, when Mra Fdwards, of ihe Castle Imn,
Hawkchurch, was summoned for permitting in-
toxicants to be consumed during prohibited hours,
and several men wers also summoned for being
on the premises. One of the defendants, Wood-
ley. was & traveller, and was entertaining several
visitors who lived in the village, and another of
the defendants was employed to' assist Mrs
Kdwards, but he only drank ginger-beer.
After a long legal arpument between the
defending sclicitor and the Bench, the summonses
were dismissed, it being held that Mrs HEdwards
was justified in serving Woodley, who in turn
was justified in entertsining his friends. The
defendant who only drank a non-intozieant,’
ginger-beer, was also dismissed, a8 the offence
contemplated by the statute was that of getting
intoxicating liquors, so that if his decision is good
law, it would seem that a licensad victualler may
keep open his house at any time for the eale of
anything except intoxicants, though any persen
found on any licensed premises except an in-
mate, servant, or lodger, or anyone whose
presence is not in contravention of the Licensing
Acts, would be liable to a fine.




