
Prince Albert of Monaco has renewed the

concession for gaming in Monte Carlo for a

period of fifty years, but the payment for this

right has been increased from £50,000 to £BO,OOO,

“ I can see no reason,” said the S.P.C.A.

boarder, “ whv it should be thought advisable to

dock a horse’s tail.” “Probably,” suggested
the Cheerful Tdiot, “ they are docked for being

behind.”

A Southern Sporting contemporary states that.

Free Holmes has purchased Three Star. His

owner in Auckland knows nothing about the re-

ported sale, and the roan gelding still occupies a

loose box at G. Wright’s stables at Ellerslie.

Mr J. T. Moore, the owner of Dante, has

christened two of his yearlings and a foal. The

naming is as follows:—Brown colt by Cuirassier

—Jessie, Chasseur; brown filly by Foul Shot,

Shotover ; bay filly foal, by Recluse Julia (dam
of Dante), The Abbess.

The result of the Liverpool Grand National

Steeplechase, in which Norton was engaged at

list, is now a matter of history. There was a

large acceptance for the race, and no doubt a big
field started, but the cableman, since supply the

result, informs us Norton was scratched two days
before the race.

' Mr G. G!-. Stead has advertised all his race-

horses, brood mares, and young sdock to sold,

and R. J. Mason wants to sell Yaldhurst Estate.

No mention of Mr Stead retiring though, so

perhaps he is not being intimidated by the prob-
able abolition of the totalisator, vide Wellington
totalisator dispute.

For commenting on the inc. insistent running
of a horse competing at one of the Brisbane

Racing Club’s meetings, the club has asked the

Queensland Sportsman to return the annual

Press ticket granted to that outspoken journal.
I guess that club will get “rats” if anything
shady is permitted in future.

The privileges in connection with the A.R.C.

Autumn meeting were offered by auction on

Friday last, with the following result:—Grand-

stand bar, £66, P. F. Purcell; lean-to bar, £57,
A. R. Dunn; No. 1 booth, £2B, J. Hawkins;

No. 2 booth, £l5, S. Tooman; the cards, £122,
W. Blomfield; refreshment stalls, £lO, Mrs

Mclntosh.
«.

Another winter programme, that for the Wa-

nganui Jockey Club’s Steeplechase Meeting, is

published in another column, and is well worth

perusal by owners and trainers. The Wanganui
Steeplechase has been increased in value to 300

sovs, and as owers will have one steeplechase
meeting less (the Wellington Club’s) this winter,
they should not allow the date of nomination,

Monday, 13th April, to escape their memory.

The Queensland Sportsman says :—
“ The

A.J.C. secretary refused the nomination of the

New Zealand crack, Fabulist, because his owner

had omitted to send, the fees with his nomination.

Thja is very sharp practice indeed, and it would

be interesting to know if Mr Clibborn is so par-
ticular with all the New South Wales owners.

Considering the nomination was sent by cable,
Mr Clibborn might very well have accepted the

nomination and cabled back for the amount due.’’

Of the original 84 Doncaster Mile entrants but

31 remain, a great many good neddies falling out

in addition to the customary trash. Albicore,
Sadur, Dalmeny, Hindoo, Trentham, Laura,
Patrona, and Ie Whiti take the eye at a casual

glance. Valiant is first favourite after last Satur-

day’s display, but it doesn’t take much force a

horse in the market nowadays. Patron’s sister,
Patrona, should, if well, prove a hot order if

there’s anything in the “ blood will tell ” theory.
—Bulletin.

Sketches at the V.R.C. Autumn Meeting.

FINISH FOR THE AUSTRALIAN CUP, MILES.

The fastest Easter Handicap run at Ellerslie

was in 1893 when Mr S. Bradley’s Impulse, 8.12,
ran the mile and a half in 2min 37sec.

The Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic News

of February 15’h reproduces a photograph of

Trenton, taken at the Cobham (Eng.) Stud.

Trenton looks like an old “ crock,” according to

the picture, and his ribs can be counted plainly,
so that the son of Musket must have had a real

bad time on the passage Home. Those who have

pictures of the horse, which were taken prior to

the disposal of the St. Alban’s Stud by lottery,
would not recognise the ex-New Zealander as

the same horse, as per the Sporting News

picture.

A correspondent very kindly sends me the re-

sults of the Bombay Hack Races. The Club

have a balance in hand after the meeting, it is

satisfactory to note. It will be noticed from the

results given in another column, that one or two

nags were
“ out for the day.” Kiora must be

one of the hardy sort, and plucky, as he competed
in four races during the day, securing second

place each time. Australia and Heiress were

saddled up three times, so that the up-country
equines must have had a hard day’s work.

However, I feel sure there was plenty of fun,
and that those present enjoyed themselves, just
as much as if they were attending the Melbourne

Cup meeting.

The train arrangements in connection with the

Auckland Racing Club’s Easter Meeting will be

found in another column. On Easter Monday
and Tuesday trains will leave Auckland for the

Racecourse at intervals, from 10.45 a.m. until

2.10 p.m. On Saturday, 11th inst., the first

train will run out at 12 noon, and the last train

at 2.10 p.m. The return trains from the course

start at 5 p.m. and continue running at intervals

as required. Fares, 2s (including admission to

course). Rail only Is. Reserved cars will be put
on for the convenience of ladies.

In a recent article on stud fees in the London

Sportsman Mr W. Allison states (writes the

New York Spirit of the Times') that many
owners have shown a disposition to offer their

horses on easier terms than have been usual of

late. Mr Allison thinks that further reduction

should be made, and that breeders should stipu-
late for a return in case mares are not stinted.

Stallion fees have always averaged higher in Eng-
land than here, no doubt for the reason that

breeding is conducted on a larger scale there, and

there is more competition for service to fashion-

able sires. Except in a few isolated cases, such,
for example, as St. Blaise and Iroquois, no ex-

orbitant stallion fees have been asked in this

country in recent years, and where excessive fees

have been demanded it has usually been done

mainly for the reason that owners of horses de-

sired to retain them for private use.

Barnado, the Riccarton hurdle horse, is in
commission again, in view of winter events.

Admirers of a good horseman will be pleased
to learn that Joe Gallagher is now riding work
again, and will be seen in the saddle at the

A.R.O. Meeting.
The black gelding Blackberry, five years, by

Gladiator—Good Fruit, winner of the Second

Handicap Hurdles at Napier Park, is likely to
make a useful cross-country horse.

The A.R.C. Easter Handicap distance was

altered to one mile and ahalf in 1890, and since
that year, mares have been successful on four

occasions. This year twelve have accepted, includ-
ing eight mares.

Since 1874 John Rae has steered the winner

of the A.R.C. Autumn Steeplechase three times,
Reform, Chandler, and old Orangeman being his

mounts. Morrigan has had two wins in this race,

having steered Hune and Bombardier, and W.

Edwards, the Hastings trainer, has also piloted
two winners, Macaroni and Te Whetumaramara.
These are the only double figures.

At the Marlborough meeting Sing-Song won
the Farmers’ Plate, but the stewards decided, on

a protest, that the full distance had not been

traversed, and ordered the race to be run over

again. Sing-Song won the second time. The

stewards also decided that the money invested on
those horses which were scratched for the second

attempt should be returned. Lucky owners ?

The attention of breeders, etc., is directed to
the Auckland Racing Club’s advertisement in
another column, in which nominations are invited
for the Royal Stakes of 500sovs, 6 furlongs. En-
tries close for foals on Friday, 17th April. No

money ,s required at the time of nomination. En-

triesare also invited on the same day forthe Great
Northern Champagne Stakes of 300sovs, 6 fur-

longs, to be decided at the Autumn Meeting of
1897.

In the Melbourne Insolvency Court on March
18th, Isaac Samuel Aarons, commission agent,
of East Melbourne, was examined. He stated
that he did commission on racing, and up to
three years ago owned racehorses. He was given
money to invest, using his own discretion. He
invested £lOO at different times for Captain Bar-

ber, of Williamstown, but he never won any
money for the captain. Mr Burdekin, of Syd-
ney, put £1,500 in with him. Theyowned horses

together. They bought Erebus; £5OO of the

money was his. When Erebus was well
he ran him. His Honour: And sometimes

you just took him out for an airing. (Laughter.)
Did you ever try to dodge the handicappers with
Erebus. Witness: That is about it, your
Honour. (Laughter.) Sometimes I started him
when I didn’t expect him to win. Counsel: Was
that honest to the public ? His Honour : What
does he care for the public. The public are

lambs. When a man lets hia horse out for an

airing he does not tell the public all about it.

(Laughter.) Witness admitted writing to his
wife as follows : —“ lam not going to try a yard.
I want to keep him (Erebus) for something bet-
ter.” He thought this was business. His
Honour remarked that it was—according to turf
morality, at all events. Counsel producedanother

letter, which began :—“ My darling Snoozer.”
Witness :

“ Oh, don’t read it, please; it is pri-
vate :itisto my wife. (Loud Laughter.) My
wife has handed over all my letters to the as-

signee. He said there was a reference in the
letter to £lO5O as Mr Burdekin’s, which he

(witness) placed to his credit in the bank; and
he kept drawing on ittill it was all gone. Itlasted
about nine months.

IDOLATOR, 1; WALLACE, 2; HOVA, 3.

THE AUSTRALIAN CUP WINNER

MR P. RUSSELL’S CH H IDOLATOR. 6YR, BY NEWMINSTER—NINA
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