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Morrigan on Saturday, he told me that it was
the owners who decided him not to ride the horse
again. They asked him to ride in the Suminer
Steeplechase, after whicl they said they would
not ask him to agaiu steer Bombardier, fur they
ware convinced thab if he stuck to the horse he
would break his neck. Morrigan knew very well
the denger he was running, an-l sensibly aceepied
the offer of the Messrs Duder Bros. to stand
down. He will never regret if, but somebody
else will, for Bombardicr will hurt bis rider some
day ns suve as e races. )

The Borough Hack Hanlicap of 30 sors, six
furlongs and & halt, was an evenly-backed race,
Frontignae, Reveul%e, and Commodore each being
well -supported. rom an even start Resolute
and Bellavedere were earliest to the front. bul
they had not gone very fur when it was scen that
Commodore had them all beaten, and he had
rio difficulty in getting home by threc lengths
from Merry Muiil, Bluck Friar third.  But Merry
Maid’s owner promptly lodged a protest on the
ground of a cross, and such being sustai ned, the
slake was awarded to Mervy Muid. And so a
harse that could have beaten his field ot any part
of the journey lost the stake, the rider (Furrell)
being suspended. for a month, Time, 1mun 28scce.
Dividend, £7 1:s. i

The lngt race, the Anaiversary Hundicap of 50
govs, seven furlongs, was reckoned a good thing
for Doris, but a pair of stable'mates, St. Regel
and Mis3s Nelson, had wmatters Lo themselves, and
Miss Nelson got home by a bare leugth from
8t. Regel, Dors third. Time, Ilmin 3J2sec.
Dividend, £8 18s.

Coming Events.

[ex BORDERER.]

N S AR S T R

EGMONT R.C. SUMMER MEETING.

TrE Summer Meeting of the Egmont Club opens
next Wednesday, Lith inst., and will be concluded
tha following dny, Thursday. s acceptinces
are not due till to-duy I am in the dark as to
what will form the runners for the four
leading races. The latest T can gather
about Fabulist is thut he will attend the
meeting, in which case he mu-t be hard to
beat in the Cup, even with 9.2. Sincc her
Riccarton win Lady Zetland's chance does not
lock too well, for lie has been penalised, so that
her weight stands at 9.5, Brooklet ut 8.7 cannot
be said to be out of it, but Dreamland js, 1 funey,
a light of the past. At 7.9 Anita must be con-
sidered well in. Her Auckland Cup proved her
stayiog power, and her run last Saturduy under
8.0 at Takepuna showed she is more than a
feather-weight racer. Should she start, I like

- her as well a8 anything in the race, and the only
other I have a fancy for is Monte Carlo. For
a trio I like Fasorist, Anira, sand MoxTE
CaRLo, and tho acevptances may enuble readers
to pick out one. In the Flying old Workman
would give them all rats with 9.5, but T have no
ides as to whether he has stood his preparation.
I like Prioress and T'ne Miser as well s anything.
The First Hurdles should rest between Dante and
Lord Viviap.

NOTES.

' [By Giesy Kine.]

The other day 1 had a chat with Mr W. H,
Keith. who recently returned fr.m Aastralin
after disposing of the two Gipsy King geldings,
Bush Boy and The Hero. 1n reply to my query
as to whether he had received the appointment
of private trainer to Messrs H. O. and I. V.
White for their up-country horaes, he said that
he was the successful man out of 75 applicants,
but although he had accepted the position he
subsequently oltered his mind and came on to
New Zealand.

Harry Moore, who wue at one time connected
with Mr S. ¥. Gollan’s stable at Caulficld, ie
now in charge of Mr “ Jerry” Driscoll's horses,
Buckley's Chance and Off Chance, at Huwera.

1t is Btated in one of the Manawatu papers that
& resideut of Palinerston North was lucky enough
to accept n wager of £300 to £15 about Brooklet
for the Wellington Cup. = There were ouly two
£500 “ books"” open on the Cup in the southern
portion of the North Island, and both were
written for the full amount, but in small parcels,
so that the resident referred to could not have
had any of these two * bookp.” That £500 to
£15 must have been laid by the ehef of some
Counstal Hotel!

As far as the Wellingtoa £500 “ book™ is con-
cerned, slmost the first wuger booked in connec-
tion with the Cup race was £100 to 1 Brooklet,
and what's more, the backer paid up his £1
straight off ! The las" wager in the same ' book™
wus £50 to 8!

Jim Hathaway was nearly losing the stukes
for the Hurdle Race at Foxton through over-
confidence on the part of Gillett, who was riding
his horse Pyrites. The ex-Blenheitn nag wus
suiling in comforteb y and Gillett was letting the
horse slow down, when Jim Morris suesked up
with Nat, and challenging Pyrites the latber just

succeeded in getling to the post in 1ime, only
winning by helf a neck.

Alick McCormick rode two eplendid {inishes on
Swift at Foxton. The litlle mare 18 one of the
plodding sort, and Alick waited patiently for her
until within the distance, when he asked her for
one rum, which her better looking opponents
were unsble to withstand, and he landed her a
winner cleverly each iime. Both races would
probably have been lost if 8wift hat been en-
trusted to a less experienced horseman. It does

my heatt good to see a horsemun sitting still and
then come with & well-timed run that silences
everything else in the race.

"Iis the pace thet kills, so does the weight
fometimes.

The handicaps apportioned Flying

Shot—10.0 in the Foxton Handieap, 13 miles,
and 11.4 in the Eleetric Handicap, 5 furlongs—
effcetunlly stopped the big gr.y, and although he
struggled gamely, he simply was not in it at the
finish.

Wharanpi (which [ understand is the Muori
for lewves), the shree-vear-old chestuut colt. by
Ascot from Lorelei's dum, sported sille for the
first tine in the Anniversiry Stakes of one mile
st Foxlon, snd although he looks u strapping,
strongly-built eolt {who would be chosen for u
tacehorse in proferenee to Lorelei), und is Eairly
forward in condition, he simply disge ced his
family and didn't appesr to be able to raise o
good eanter, and finished a long way in the »oar
T trust he is wo! going to '*urn out such another
frost ws his three-quarter brother Aintree, by
Asvot—Bay Leaf. '

Buvaria (Forerunner—Starwater), the winner
of the Juvenile Hamdicap nt Wellington, was
bought in a Flawera sale-vard as a ye.rling by
Mr W. I, Chitham, of Palinerston North, for
the small sum of £0. Toreru mneris half brother
to Vanguard, and Star Water is by Premier from
Voltaring, dam of Recluse.

Yene by yeur the Wellington Cup meeting
appears 10 be growing in public favour, and it is
only a question of a few years when it will rank
next to the N.4. Cap meeting. - In a2 great
measure the meeting is popuiarised by the
amount of betting that is transacled over the
Cup race, which is run over a lavourite distance
with horse owners. This year there were two
£500 © books,” every penny of which is > goord,”
nesides scveral smaller ¢ books,” ranging from
£25 to £200. When n backer takes a wuger, no
watter bow small, he never loses sight of the
date of the meeling, and at every opportunity he
compares notes with other horsey men as to the
chances of the various horses engaged, and in
this woy alone he assists materiully m adver! ising
the meeting. Strange to say. the principal book-
makers do not appear to care abuvut opening a
book on the Egmont, Wanganui, and Hawke's
Bay Cups, probably for the reuson that there ia
not suflicient time to get round,” from the
time, the nominutions ure received up to the date
of meeting.  One metallician remarked to me, in
reply to my query why he did not open a book
on the Wanganui Cup, “that the race is too
easily picked, and thut backers will only bark
two or threc horses in the race, us theve are s¢
very few liorses that can get une mile and three-
quarters, and the publie are very fair jndges af
those that cannot get the distance.” L think
that stxtement pretty well explains the position.
However, if ¢ double books' were opened, on the
saume principle as that prevaling in Sydney, ie.,
the backer to receive a cerlain sum—acecording to
the p oportion of the woger—for a winner and a
second, a winner and a third, or two seconds, |
think if this system were tried here—eaeh backer
to receive acard with the odds plainly marked o
it—that * double" betting would be more fuvour-
ably received. [n .connection with the Cup race
it scems a pity that, owing to the dispute
between Mr W, Douglas and Mr T. Quin-
livan, senior, the latter, who lad been
training Brooklet up to within a week of
the niceting, should be robbed of the pleasure of
lesding away the winner of this year’s Cup.
During the timz tle mare has been under his
enre she has been steadily improving, and at the
Manawatu meeting the mare was in the acme of
condition, and her failure to win the Pulmeraion
North Cup, run in the fust time of Zmin 38sece

for that course, was simply owing to want of |

horsemanship. The little fellow on her back
was done after the mare had gone about niue
furlongs, and during the three last furlongs the
mare wias running loose and going where she
plensed. Brooklel is my leau ideal of u race-
hovse, and is nndoubtedly a splendid advertise-
went for Mr W, Douglug” Te Mahanga stud. T
remember Brooklet s first appearance under silk,
at the Tarstahi-Carterton Ilack Meeting, on
November 9thi, 1894, and she failed in both ler
roces, Swordfish being the first to cateh the
judge’s eve in ench of the events in which she
competed. I baocked the Hutt-trained hack
against Brooklet, but wouldn’t have the courage
1o do so now., Howaever, tiine and careful atten-
tention have worked wonders in the mare, and
Mr Quinlivan, senr., is deserving of all the kudos
attachabte to training the winner of one of the
most important handieeps in New Zealand. In-
deed, the snine trainer has had all the horses in
his charge in wonderful nick ilis senson, as
Sireamlet, Aio, and The Brook have cach done
good service for Mr Douglas’ stud this senson.
"This is ull the more creditable to Lheir ox-trainer,
g8 mares are kittle cattle to keep well. Some
people say that if Saracen had not faltered at the
turh into the straight he may have been returned
the winner, but good judges, some of whom were
not backiug Brooklet, aver that she was too suo-
perior, and that it would have takensn Carbine to
have heaten her. Anyway, when it comes to a
struggle I hardly think Sarucen i3 the gamest in
the world, for when White got at him in the
Wellington Racing Club Handica) he shirked

anishment. But I have seen a lot of horsis
tutely that decline to reee under whip or spur,
but the same horses, if ridden hard with hands
and heels, will contest every inch of ground at
the finish.  Muflled spurs may be right enough,
bat my observations have led me to the concin-
sion that spurs do wore bharm than goo 1. The
Wellington sports as w rule are undemonstrative,
bat they could not help giving Saracen’s owner a
cheer after the *all right’* had b.en given after
the decision of the Racing Club Iandicap. Mr
Allen has had a lot of hard luck with hi: horse,
aad everyone was pleased b pee him get a win.
Saracen did not look so ‘- pretty "' us 1 huve seen
him on previous occasions, looking much lighter,
and be evidently races better this way thun when
rounded up. A thoroughly trained horse does
not usually look a picture.

A quarter of a mile less distance to truvel and
8lbs off his back, may have made a difference to
old Liberator (whomn lhis owner calls *“the stone-
thrower™), but my opinion about the hurdle ruce
the second day is that old Lib. bolted in, so easily
did he win, My pick of the two-year-olds at the
meeting is Defisnce, who is bred the right way to

stay, and [ like 8t. Elmo better than Anlarves.
Lorenzo, if he were mine, should be turnei out
until he is four years old, then be put in ¢ m-
mission for hurdle racing. ‘

Solitair’s victory in the Melropolitan Handi-
cap was almost as unoxpeet d ns Definnce’s de-
fent in the Juvenile Handicap. However. sprinl-
ing is undoubtedly Solitaire’s Sorfe, nni as -he
is more 1 -ngthy than her half-brother, Asirot Vale
(~-y 8t. Albans:, who was a brillinnt hovse over n
short distunre, [ expeet lier to turn out his equal
for pace.  King's Bowman, whom she deleated,
is p wreat galoper over » sprint distanes, and it
tukes the best in the land t siride it oo b with
him for the first th-ec or four furlongs.  Of 1he
hacks that stavted at the meeting I profer King's
Own, but T fancy he is not ton sound.  He won
comfortably enough the fvst dny. but only sceured
third position the socond day, but had he not
stumbled badly T tink he would have wrestled
out the finish with Ebor 1.

The Miser, who nuny thought had a chanee
in the Wellington Cup affer his Hutt Parvk
Handicasp win in Novembuer, ran very consistently
at Wellington, and turning into the straight in
the Racing Cluh Mandie.p of one and o guebrer
miles, his nane was called, but when Lorelo1 and
Saracen came at him he could not stand the
pressure.  This was noet to be wondered at, as
he had run o ciinking good race in the Junuary
Handicap, one mile and a furlong (two races
previous), the distance bei g traversed in lmnio
5Glsec, and the son of ol 1 Gerinaine was only
shout a length and a half off the winner (Leds.)
To usk or expect bim to beat Lorelei auld Sara-
cen, fresh horvse, was too much. To my mind
this horse would have a better chance of scoring
if he were ridden a waiting race instend of being
ridden from end to end. Very few horses can
stand the strain of doing their best from start to
finish, as practically horses ridden to instructions
in such a manner act as pacemnakers for some-
thing else in the raee, which “flop” up st the
finish to beat their pacer.

Turf Topics.
[Bx REVI:WER.]

Greorgie Shavp has been served by Lakesholl.
Tt is now stated that Au Revoir is unlrminable.

The 8t. Leger mare, 8t. Laura, is said to have
gone wrong.

Mr Gollan is riding Ebor oceasio-:nlly in his
work in the Old Country.

The programme of the Papakura Racing Club

apperrs in our adrertising eolumns.

It is romourel in Melbonrne that Hova is
likely to be bought for India shortly.

The Wellington Purk bred colt, True Blue, has
been given u epell on the Sydney-side.

The Nordenfeldt gelding Repeater broke down
in the Takapuna Cup last Wednesday.

The Pussible is rapidly recovering from the
spill he received 1n the Anckland Cup.

Lady Zetland’s recent win brings her Egmont
Cup weight up to 9.5, incluiling penalty.

Mr T. Tobias informs us that he will be pre-
sent at both the Egmont and Taranaki meetings,

Mr J. E. Henry’s handicaps for the Egmont
meeting appear eleewhere. Acceptances are due
to-day.

Mr J. Davidson, the well-known' local book-
maker, will atiend the HEgmont and Taranski
meetings.

Sinec the Custw mare Leda waa bought for
55 guinecas lust autumn she has won £400 in
stakes alone.

It is ramoured that the Maréini-Ienry horse,
Muhee, will shortly fnd a new home either in
India or Afriea.

The South Auckiand R.C. annual meseting
which has been fixed for March Gth and 7th,
promises tu be a successful fixture. Nomina-
tions for all events close to-morrow, when there
will doubiless be a satisfactory list of entries.
On the opening day the 5.A.R. Cup Handicap of
45 sovs, ond nule and a quarter, will be the prin-
cipal cvent, and the other items will be the Final
Ifandicap of 15 sovs, one mile ; First Hurdles of
25 sovs, one mile and a hali ; First Pony Handi-
cap of 20 sove, seven furlongs; Handicap Steeple.
chase of 25 sovs, about two miles and a half;
Handicap Trot of 10 sovs, two miles; and Fly-
ing Hundicap of 20 sovs, six furlongs. On the
second day the leading item will be the MeNieol
Memorinl Stakes of 30 sovs, one mile and a quar-
ter, besides which there will be the Cluudeiands
Handicap of 20 sovs, one wile; Second Hurdles
of 25 s.va, one mile and three-quarters; Secoud
Pony Race of 15 sovs, six fnrlonge; Hundieap
Stevplechase of 40 sove, about three miles ; SBecond
Trot of 15 sovs, two miles and o half; nod Rail-
way Plate of 20 sove, six furlonge.

Musket’s faume rests solely on Carbine wl his
sona and daughters whose dams descended F om
Yattendon or Yisherman, or Yattendon’s sire,
Sir M veules, and hardy old Traducer. The
latter has done far more good for the New Zea-
land thoroughbred than ever Musket did.  Ile
laid the foundation of s hardy, soun b breed, but
unfortunately Musket came along and paisoned
it. Muanton was once thousht Lo be bstter than
Curbine. IHe is out of a t'ralucer mars, numol
Gitena, who was by Sir Hereulea, Ruaupo, n
grand-danghter of Sir Hercules, could throw a
hora- like Mata to Dewdshot, but 1 never heard
0° her producing a winner to Muasket in the three
seasons she visite | him.  Aralanta t .rew winners
Lo all =orts of sires, except Musket ; and Atalantis
threw King Ban, Huppy-Gu- Lucky, Pri'e of the
Oocan, Henry IL, Bower of Blisa, and 3t. Leger
to diffeirent sires, but her three visits to Musket
only produced Happy Land, who would never
have been heard of hud she not been mated with
stout Ingomar, and produced Hova.—Sydney
Truth. . ! L HOVRTTRY 4

Rowing pants to order for 3s 61 at Geo.  Fowlds

" wade at Frontignan in’ France. -

The eonnections of the ’chaser Roscius. nre
hopeful of again racing their horse, but 1t will
not be for some time. '

Mr W. Douglas present d Geo. Hope with n
furnishod house on the o.cision of his marrisge
with Miss Chisholm, : :

The Otahalin Trotting Club’s priviluges for
their for heoming meeting will be soid to-morrow
at the Brunswick Mart.

Inspiration, Coolalta, snd Vanitas have been
seratched for the Newmarket Handicap, and
Putron for the Australisn Cup. . R

FThe Melbourne Leader says that Fabulist once
ran in hack races. I would like to know where
the Leader writer got his information from. -

Brooklet and The Brook hnve been nominated
both by Mr W, Douglas and Mr T. Quinlivan,
senr., for the Hawke's Buy Jorkey Club’s Autumn
Meeting. T L

The Jast Sydney mail brings news of the d-ath
ol Mr W. B. Wulford, hon. treasurer of the Aus-
tralian Jockey Club, Mr Walford died at the
ripe age of 74 years. I '

Carnage’s stud fee in England has been fixed
at 50gs, and he is limited to twenty-five mures.
His list is full, and only one of his owner's mares
will be puf to hin. S '

It is reportod that in the Haek Hurdles at the
Ohimetel races thirty-two spills took place. - As
only seven horses were running they muat have
had five spills apieca! R

Fronlignae, winner of the Takapuna Mriden
Plate, gets his namo from a sweet Muscat -wine

Fronlignac's
dam is Grolden Grape. - s

Nominatiors for the Wanganui J.C. Autum
Mecting will be found in another column. 'Also
the weights for tho Hurdles and Stewards’ Wel-
ter, to be run at the D.J.C. Antumn Meeting.’

The owner of Lela has received an offer of
300 guineas for the little Castor mare from &
well-known Anckland racing man.  This offer
has been accepted, subject to certain conditions.

The Northern Steamship Company announce
their intention of running w spevial race boat for
the benefit of excursionists tv.the Egmont mect-
ing. For further information see advertisement.

The civil case of T. Quinlivan v. W, Dodghu
has been set down for hearing in the Supreme
Court in ‘February. The claim is £2,679, the
plaintiff “alleging thnt defendant illegally took
pusseasion of the Wellington Cup winner, Brook-
let, in the face of an egreement giving plaintiff
the use of the mare as long as she could race. ;

After the payment of forfeit there are some
50 left in the D.J.C. Firat Eelipse Stakes of 500
sovs, to be run at the Aurtumn Meeting of 1897,
For the S8econd Eclipse Stakes of 1000 sovs, to
be run in 1898, the club received on Saturday an
entry of 51 foals, which, with 74 two-year-olds
ind yearlings already entered, make & total of

15. ) o

The Indizn Plaonfers’ Gazeffe comments ns

follows on the performances of Sprightly and -

Fortunatus in the Viceroy's Cup :—* Fortunatus,
we consider, ran a very great little horse in:leed
in Robinson’s careful hands, and it was worth
watching to see the way in which the horse was
nursed till the time came for his dart to be made.
That it fell short of its object was the horse’s,

the jockey’s, and trainer’s misfortune, not their’

fuult. Perrett is certainly deserving of praise for
the condition in which he brought the horse out,
considering the comparatively short time which

he has had to du with him, and we give it him C

unreservedly. Fortunatus ran a thorougly game,
consistent race, and under Robinson's excellent
pilotage he came to the very last ounce. Of the

winner's performan e, too, it is hard to speak too

highly, for on a slow course he bas put up an

Indian record, his 3min 4 2-Gsec being the best h
that has ever been done in this race, the previoua . .
best on record being Myall King's, of 1888, when
he covered the distance in 3min 7}sec, carrying

the same weight as Sprightly.”

Reforring to Carbine’s defeat by Ensign in ';,h L.
V.K.C. Derby, the Melbourne writ=r * Iﬂ%unquun: a

Dormio’ has the following interesting paragraph :

- Ap to what a good gelding Ensign really was,

the best authority on that point is Mr W, Allen, -

the celebrated Victorian *‘vet.! whe showed
Ensign’s froctured leg in the Preas-room a few
days after the son of Grandmaster and Formosa
{Hnret's dam) was destroyed ; from which it was
opon and polpable that when Ensign defeatad
Carbine in the Derby the fracture existed in the
bone, and during the contest for the Melbourne
Cup the sound portion gave way. There was the
black ecorroded part of the okl fracture right
znough, together with the newer mark where the
other portion had parted. At the time, .Mr
Allen was of opinion that the original fracture
must have been sustained fully five or six months
previously, so that when Ensign won the Derby
he won it with a fractured leg, and I fancy that
was & little above even Carbioe's height!"

“ Delaware,” of the Sydney. Truth, is evidently
not a pusher over Musket, He alludes in
the last 1ssue of his journal to * the hundreds of
rotten lezged Muskets thut are manuring New
Zeuland through. Brutes with big- ungainly
buidivs 100 big for their weak soft pnst?arns Lo aup-
port. Musket got a few good horses, but he got
thom out of the grandest lot of mares it was pos-
sible to get together. With the exceptin of
Carbine, all his good horses came from proved
good Australinn stock. It is noticed that his
sons who have so far been succeasful at the stud
came from hardy old stock whose ancestors made
the Awustralisn ‘horse famous for the .stamina.
Instead of improving I hold that- Musket has
weakened them:by introducing bad feet, weak
soft pasterns, and s general softness all -'tonnd.
Who ever heard of & good (bar Carbine). Musket
after he was three years old. .. Trenton raced on
a bit, bub he was all to pieces at four years: The

time will come whon the Muskets will be dubbed

rotten instend of incomparable.” ..




