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SPORTING REVIEW AND LICENSED VICTUALLERS GAZETTE,.

Ono of the contestants for the Tarnnaki .J.C.
Sumumer Hundicap is pamed veti, probably
after the well-known hendicapper.

News comes from India thu Highborn TI. is
troubled by his leg, aud s Board of veterinary
surgeons having expressed the opinion that the
big splint whicli lhas been doeveloping for smne
timo past interferad with the flexion of the joint
the gelding has been pensicaed off, ns lie well
deserves to be.

Newmarket Inndieap and  Austealivn Cup
betting in the Sydney market shows thut Mavusa,
Hova, Challenger, Oravat, and Ilomespun bead
the Newmarket list at 20 to 1. while Wallnee is
Australinn Cup favaurite st 7 to 1, Fori, lLord
Richmond, nnd Avm nn are next best ot 1200 1.
The double is quoted at 1000 te 3 to 10

The special comuissioner of the Melbourne
Sporismai likes the following half<ozen for the
Newmarket Handieap :— Mostan, [nspiration,
Cravat, fHome=pun, Pilatus, and Tdolntor.  For
the Australian Cup the Following strike him as
beiog best in :—Haroe, Loreador, Fort, Walluee,
Musie, Ne Vere, Waterfall,

8t. Clements hns to give 71h to The Workmnn
and 11b to Wuinka in the Taranaki Flymg
Thandieap.  If the Workmuo were well he wonld
certainly beat St. Clementy, andd the intier can
cerlainly not concede 11lh 1o Waiuka over six
furlongs, Tt is very questionnble whether there
ix any weight belwoen thew,

Sturting winchine inventor Gray has added a
white flag to his appamtus, T his white-flag ne-
companiment hns long been o part of Gray’s
mnchine, but has not heen used. 1t will o
away with the neeessity of sending o nmm to
lower u white (lag na the horses pass the furlong
post in beginning their journey.  As the bareier
flies up the flag disappears, and the timing <nn
he done with a cerfainty thnt barrier and fing go
away togethier. TFiming from a fag wmoved in
thie wav will be dlone with the certuinty that the
record made is from u ~nnding stnet, and witl
consequently be ngainat Fast pefords. sueh s
might be got from a more or less (Iying starg,
secured by alluwing horses to got. under way by
beginning a few Jengths beliind rhe corvect stoari-
ing post. Like muny other inngvations and
improvements, it vedhtzes toe number of wen
needed on a race day, and the ng-man’s oceujm-
tion will be goue if the echanical avrangement.
works in the mannee cxp-eted.

It is ugain necessury to direct speciul attention
to the lamentable etate into whicl suburban
raoing is degenerating (snysthe Melbourne 4g¢4).
It was thoughl that after the recent pointed
criticisms in the Press there would have been a
display of activity on the part of stewnrds, 5o as
to check some of the nbuses which even the most
easual observer cannot help noticing; hut the
stewards have failed to bestir themaelves in tho
slightest, and us a consequence improprietics
continue to be most daringly practised, to the
detriment of the sport and the disgust of the

ublic. So mnrked has been the immunity
which the shady scction of owners and jockeys
have recently enjoyed that those who desire to
race conscientiously have found it diflicult to
resist the premium to act crookedly which the
lothargy of the authorities unmistakably pgives.
Aas things stand at presont the chunces arc thut
the evils complained of will incrense in gravity
rather than diminish, because the offenders do
not appear to fear thut punishment which should
be constantly their dread and a salutary safe-.
guard against even mild forms of wrong-deing.
it is safe to sy that the present systemn of subur-
‘ban stewards has proved a hopeless failure; in
fact, the stewards, in solemn conclave nssembled
to denl-with any case that comes before them on
a racecourse, constitute o tribunal which is now
generally regarded ns & farce.
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THE WINNER OF THE SECOND HURDLES AT THE WELLINGTON R.C. SUMMER MEETING.

LIBERATOR (hy Betrayer—Diana) .

The following are the amounts won by ownors
over the Wellington Meeting : — W, Douglas,
£403 1585 Hon. J. D). Ormond, £228; R. Allen,
£200; W. Davics, £190; M. Iobbs, £104 10s;
P. F. Tancred, £90 158 ; I\ 1I. Lowry, €85 108 ;
Kehu, £80 15¢; J. Freeth, £66 10s; W. II.
Chitham, £66 10s; W. I[lolmes, £61 15s; A.
Hammond, £57 ; P. Butler, £47; J. Paul, £17

J10s5 4. Colling, £19; J. Chanfe, £14 Hs; W.

Robertson, A. Davies, I, Moeller, J. . Prosser,
M. A. Knight A, W. Cave, A. Rore, £ 104
euch, Total, £L,837 §s.

Snakes are protty plentiful at Randwich at
present. A Sydnoy writer says:—* Mr 8, Ior-
dern had o nerow escape recently of losing his
youngster, Notv'-Wester, by Nordenleldt from
Miss Westhourne.  The oolt hwmd been taken
down to work nt Randwiek, and as the lnd led
him into o box at tho back of the course a tiger
surke aprang ab him, and eoiling round the colt’s
leg, bil him just above the fetlock.  The trainer
quickly settled the snake, and, aided by u vot.,
ligatures were applied and smmonia  injected
with most satiafactory results. This makes the
cighth that b been destroyed, two of them close
by the winning-post,

1L is quito u vecognised fact by this time that
before dabbling in tho * sport of Kings”—and
punters—one requites some tuition,  Sporting
Sketehes velntes two pood stories, illustrating
what Funny mistakes the uninitisted meke some-
times :—* A young damscl of fourteen sunmers
hicard her father tell a friend that Missal was n
good thing for thc Duke of York Stukes, so she
thought she would lave a iry Lo win somnc money
if she could, and, going 1o u bookio, she put a
shilling on lor n win, asking at the same timoe
how much she would get if it came olf. fOh!’
said the bookie, * 1f it starts at 20 Lo 1, you will
got 218 bnek; if at 10s to 1, 113 back; if ut 5 to
1, you gob: 63 back.” ‘T see,” snid the girl, ‘and
if it starts at 1 o’clock, how much shounld 1 get
bueck then ?* # * *  The second slory
is equally ns pood, viz. : —** 8he was a very protty
girl, and had just n smattering of racing know-
ledge. In attempting to ‘hold her own’ in a
disenssion upon Elie results at the Newmnarkot
First October Meoting, she volunteored her
astonishment at the result of the Jockey Club
Stukes, *ITere’s Lord Toscbery,’ suid she,

declared to win with Ladas, and then the horso
only gol fourth. Xow can that be?” ‘

FISHMONGER (by Isask Walton—Accident)
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Mesere McLeod und Cleland have opened a
double book on the Newinarket and Auatralian
Cup, for which they offer the liberal odds of £500
to £2 10s.

Our Melbourne friends are busying themselves
with the question whether the time lias not ar-
rivecdl when some serious attempt should be made
to reform the Turf. But iz the Turfl of to-day
worse than it wns twonty years back? Our es-
tecined conternporary, the Australasian, whose
word ever carries weipht, thinks not, and points
out that sportsmen who were ncquainted with
racing in the eerly seventies must smile when
they are told there were no scandals ot that time.
The Twrf of to-dny has its fuults, but you do
not hear of horees being poisoned, us wns then
the case. There were the cnses of Tishhook,
Tszile, und Newminster, threc horses who were
all supposed to have been got at when they were
favourites for big races. In tliose daye betting
wns much heavier than is now the case, and
people were then rendy to resort to desperate
measures to block n horse from s win. Foul
riding was much more prevelent some years back
than is now the case. Of course there is room
for reform in many directions, ulthoigh the
Turf is as free from malpractice ns it hias ever
becn. As the Australasien points out, the most
gluring disability which the sport suffers under
just now is the incompetence of our homorary
slewards. | would like to sce thesc pentleinen
superseded by competent men, who shall be paid
to do the work, and be entirely disinterested. .

Apropus_of the remarks made in # recent
edition »e the over-racing of two-year-olds, I
notice the London Sportsman reronrkes :—' Lord
Cndogan having withdrown his propoesal fo limid
the distance of races for two-year-olds to six
furlongs, it seema that we aro to go on wilh the
old order of things, and that * business-like ™
owners of thoroughibred will be nble to continue
over-laxing the constitutions of their two-year-
old elaves without let or hindrance. The words
of warning with which Lovd Cadopsn coupled
the withdrawal of his proposal should not be
allowed to sink unheeded, s« it must be evident
to even the most cusual follower of racing that
some restriction ought to be pluced on the reck-
less way in which two-year-ulds are raced. What
shupe the restriction should take is n puzzle, ns
with- the namber of races for lwo year-olds cut
down— irrespeotive of distance—clerks of courses
would be hard pushed to furnish satisfartory pro-
grammmes ;3 but 1 muy say that the propoeal to
anicliorate the lot of the two-yesr-olils by limiting
the distance of their races to six furiongs was
1ot in accordanee with my idess. You see, close
finishes will nlwnys oceur, no matter whether the
distances be u mile or only five furlonge, and it is
here we must Jook for the cause of much of the
shiftiness of vur thoroughbreds, owing to the far
too frequent wnd often entirely ubnecessary use
of the whip by jeckeys, whose apparently sole
iden of finishing is to give their unfortunnte
mounts a liberal appliestion of spur nnd whale-
boue. Tley seem uuable to realise that they ure
nob benting curpets.  Occasionnlly, in the exuber-
ance attendani on # whirlwind set-to, they miss
their own horses and catch those of their nearest
rivals. Not so vory long ago I was travelling
back from Hurst Park in the sume compartment
with one of tho bulf-dozen jockoys wiho do know
when to uso the ail, snd he had a beautiful weal
weross the back of hin hond. ¢ That's ove of so-
snd-so's finishing touches, he-Inughingly re-
morked, naming u well-known professionsl.’

iits .to measure. excel, ‘all- others . . ... "
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