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FOOTBALL FIXTURES.
., Aungust 95—Auckland v. New Bouth Wales, at

otter’'s

Wellington v, Hawke's Bay, ab

. Napier
- Angust 26—North Jsland v, New South Wales, at
Auekland .
Beptember 1—Auckland v. Wellington, at Potter's
Taranski v. New South Wales, at
New Plymouth
Beptember 3—New South Wales v, Combined
teams from Wanganui and
: Maqawatu
Beptember £—Wellington v. Taranaki, at New
Plymouth
Beptember 5—New South Wales v. Hawke's Bay
at Napier
Beptember 8—Auckland v, Wairoa, at Wairoa
’ New Bouth Walea v. Taranaki, at
New Plymonth
Beptember 10—New Boath Wales v, South Can-
. - terbury, at Timaru
Saptember 13—New South Wales v. Canterbury,
at Christchureh
September 16—Parnell District Club v. Btar Club
: of New Plymouth, at Potter’s
Beptember 19—New South Wales v. West Coast,
: at Greymouth .
September 22—New Bouth Wales v. Combined
team from Nelson and Marl-
horough, at Nelson
Heptember 24 ~New South Wales v. Wairarapa
at Maaterton

Football
v. HAWKE’S BAY.

- AUCKLAND

A DrawN GAME.

" 'THR second inter~provincial contest be
. - tween Auckland and Hawke’s Bay took
- ‘place on Saturday Jast at Potter's Pad-
©"dock. Owing principally to the in
clemency of the weather, and partly to
" the fact that on the previous Thursday
© ‘the visitors were unable to beat the
. Thames, the attendance of spectators was
" - not up to the usual standard. Contrary,
“~ . however, to the popular belief that the
-~ -local men would win rather easily, the
match supplied one of the most stub-
bornly fought contests seen at Potter's
. “this season, and after amost even game it
resulted in a draw, neither side scoring.
Mr A, Parker performed the duties of
referee in a satisfactory manner, and the
. line flags were in the hands of Messrs
-.. . Keefe'and Fleming. '
L Tuz Prav.
- Braund winning the toss elected to
‘defend the western goal, having a strong
. wind in his favour. Cockroft kicked off
. for the visitors, Murphy returning into
touch. From the throw in a scrum was
. formed on the go line, froin which Cara-
©"  dus secured the ball and made a good
- -screw kick. The same player immediately
. afterwards got off a smart dodgy rum.
" From a scrum formed in the Hawke's
.~ Bay z5 Braund secured the leather, and
— -after a short dash passed to Edmonds,
'~ who, however, failed to take the pass,
.- and another scrum was formed. From
" this the visitors got on a strong rush, but
“." Jervis returned by a long kick to Gor-
- man, who kicked to Donald, the latter
marking. Murphy tried at goal, but tae
‘attempt, although a2 good one, was un-
successful, and the visitors were forced.
. -Laws kicked out, but gained little ground,
©*. the ball going into touch near the
' . Hawke’s Bay . twenty-five flag. The
- throw in rtesulled in a scrum, from

‘which Fitchett received a pass and
- potted unsuccessfully at goal. The
~ " yisitors were again forced. TFrom the

. kick out a scrum was formed on the zj
““line, but the local players putting the
* ball unfairly in the scrum, the visitors
. were awarded a free kick, from which the
. leather went into touch near the jo
-_"mark., From the throw in, the local men

- got on a dangerous passing rush which

" mearly ended in a score, and for the
: fourth time the visitors were compelled
!, “to save. -Laws kicked out, sending the
" ball into touch. From the throw in, the
visitors secuved a mark, and the leather

- went into touch near the 5oflag. Several

. _scrums took place near the centre mark,

" from ome of which the visitors got on
. another rush, but Masefield came to the
.. relief of the local men, and returned out
... of bounds with a free kick. From the
throw in, Brady was responsible for some

. . clever work, but was pushed into touch.
- "From this throw in the local vanguard

~ got on a determined rush to the visitors’
" fullback, who, however, pulled up smartly
.and punted into touch. A splendid rush
~of the visiting forwards was only stopped
by Masefield throwing on in order to get
~out ‘of trouble. From the scrums that
‘followed,  the Napier men heeled cut
7 quickly to Caradus, who started a fine
Fassing run, which carried play to the
ocal”goal line, the local men being
forced..- Murphy’s kick out was returned
into touch near the so flag. From the
throw “in, the local men started a good
rush, but the visitors were awarded a free
kick foroff-side play on the part of an
Auckland player. Edmonds returned the
kick out of bounds. - From the throw in,

Caradus obtained d mark, __b_ut gained no

ground by the kick. After much giveand
take play, the Auckland team was
awarded a free kick, Muorphy taking a
place at goal. No score however, resul-
ted, and from the kick out the Auckland
team got on a fine passing run which
transferred play to the Hawke’s Bay
territory, the ball going into touch near
the visitors’ goal line. By good forward
play the visitors, however, cleared their
line, and by the aid of a free kick trans-
ferred play to the 25 mark. Another fine
passing rush of the visitors was spoiled
by Donald, who collared Laws from
behind. Breen here obtained possession
of the ball, and after a clever feinting
run, passed 1o Jervis, who was, however,
grassed before he had gone far. From
the scrum which followed, the Hawke's
Bay forwards came away with the ball,
but Fitchett, picking up well, made a
capital pot at goal, the ball just going a
few feet wide of the posts. Hawke's
Bay was again forced. From the kick
out the ball went into touch near the 235
flag, where play remained for a con-
siderable time, After much loose play,
Clarkin made a good run, and passed to
Marshall, who, however, failed to take
the ball. A heavy shower of rain now
made it difficult to handle the ball, and
after much scrambling play the visitors
were again forced. The kick out was fol-
lowed by a strong run by Rhodes, the
ball going into touch in the Hawke’s
Bay 25. After considerable give and
take play, in which Caradus, Cockroft,
and Laws for the visitors, and Braund,
Clarkin, and Breen for the local team,
put in much good work, the Hawke's
Bay vanguard got on a splendid dribbling
rush, with Malcolm and Cheers in the
lead. The former picking up cleverly, a

score looked certain, buat although
he timed his pass well, he, threw
forward, From the scrum which took

place in the local 25, the Auckland for-
wards came away with the ball and kicked
well down the field to Breen, who ex-
changed kicks with Gorman., A dan-
gerous rush of the Auckland forwards
was spoiled by Oliphant, who kicked so
hard that the ball went beyond the 25
yards limit, and half-time was sounded.
SECOND SPELL.

Murphy kicked off, but some local
player was in front of the ball, and a
scrum took place at midfield. Auckland
had the best of the scram, and Jervis ob-
taining the ball sent it inte touch near
the Napier 25 flag. From the throw in,
Donnelly kicked well -up the field to
Masefield, who made a strong run to
midfield. The local players again had
the best of the scrum, and loose play
followed, but Macfarlane equalised mat-
ters by a well judged kick into touch.
From the throw in, the visitors, headed
by Cockroft and Barnett, came away with
a strong rush, which carried the play into
local territory. Edmonds here obtained
a mark, and kicked to Macfarlane, who
returned the leather to Jervis. The
latter, however, failed to take the ball,
and but for the efforts of Rhodes, Mc-
Kenzie and Oliphant, who came to the
assistance of the maroons by the aid of
a fine rush, it was not improbable that
the visitors would have scored. The trio
last mentioned carried the play to Mase-
field, where the rush was well stopped
by Laws, who picked up and made a
grand run well into the Auckland 23,
where he transferred to Macfarlane. The
latter made a great dash for the line, but
was collared by Jervis only a few inches
from the line. From the scrum which
was here formed the local forwards
started a capital rush, which sent the
leather to midfield, where Oliphant
picked up and punted into touch near the
Hawke's Bay 25 flag. From the throw
in, several of the visiting forwards came
away with the ball at their feet, but their
efforts were suddenly stopped by Jervis,
who picked up and punted into touch at
the so mark. The visiting vanguard
again had the best of the line play, and
headed by Cockroft and Kelly, succeeded
in driving the leather across the Auckland
line, where Masefield was compelled to
save. The kick out was returned by
Laws, the ball going into touch in Auck-
land territory. The Hawke’s Bay men
again got on a dangerous rush, but a
hard kick by one of their forwards
enabled Fitchett to save. The kick out
was returned into the Auckland 25, but
for offside play by the visitors, a scrum
was formed at midfield. A rush of the
maroon forwards was well stopped by
Caradus, who punted into touch near
midfield. Much scriam and line work, in
which neither side appeared to gain any
advantage, took place here, and after an
exchange of Kkicks between Caradus,
Braund, T.aws and Edmonds, Braund
made a clever dodgy run and passed to
Edmonds, who after gaining some ground

transferred to Breen, but the latter was
well tackled by Caradus, and Bennett
kicked into touch near the so mark. For
offside play by a local player the visitors
were awarded a free kick. Afler more
line and scrum work Breen made a long
kick into the Hawke’s Bay 25, and by
good following up he spoiled the return.
From the scrum which here took place
the visitors were given another free kick,
and play again centred. Caradus was
instrumental in starting a fine passing
run between the Hawke's Bay backs, and
for a time the local men were called upon
to defend their line. The Aucklanders,
however, gradually worked the leather
along the touch line, and by a fine kick
by Edwards, play was taken to past the 50
flag. After a loose straggling rush of the
local forwards, Oliphant got possession of
the ball, and should have had no difficulty
in crossing the Hawke's Bay line. He,
however, attempted to pass, and the ball
being fumbled, no score resulted. From
a free kick awarded to thelocal men,
Murphy essayed a place at goal, but al-
though the attempt was a good one the
ball went wide of the posts, and the
Napier team were forced, Laws kicked
out, Edmonds returning into touch.
Auckland had the best of the line play,
but Caradus nipped in the bud what
might have proved a dangerous rush.
Receiving a fine pass from his forwards,
Braund made an opening for Breen, but
the latter was grassed before going far.
From the scrum which followed, Rhodes
gocured the ball and sent it on to Jervis.
The visiting backs were, however, now
collaring in fine style, and our crack
three-quarter on being downed, unfortu-
nately fell on his injured shoulder, which
a few minutes later necessitated his re-
tirement from the field, Rhodes taking
his place. A well-judged punt into
touch by Breen placed the visitors on the
defensive. The throw in resulted in a
gerum, from which Braund secured the
ball, His pass was, however, intercepted,
and by & fine passing run the visitors
carried play to centre. A strong run by
Oliphant again carried play into the
Hawke's Bay 25, where a kick across the
field by Bennett gave Fitchett an open-
ing. The latter .made a brilliant run
along the touch line, but was well tackled
by Gorman a few yards from the goal
line, the ball going into touch. The local
men were now playing a determined
game, and for some considsrable time
kept their opponents penned in their 25,
From one of the numerous scrums which
took place here, Braund, obtaining the
ball, sent it to Breen, who in turn trans-
terred to Rhodes. The latter made a
great effort to score, but Gorman’s tackl-
ing proved too reliable, and averted a
score. From the scrum which took place,
the Napier men got on a splendid rush
which carried the play to midfield where
Caradus started a fine passing run. Laws,
however, passed forward. Another rush
of the visiting vanguard was well stopped
by Masefield, who sent the ball into
touch in the local 25, The line out re-
sulted in Auckland carrying play to mid-
field. During the remaining few minutes
of the game each side made desperate
attempts to score, but the defence proved
stronger than the attack, and one of the
most evenly-contested matches seen this
geason at Potter’s ended in a draw.

Considering the unfavourable circum-
stances under which the game was played
the form displayed by each team must be
regarded as being of a high order of
merit, With a treacherous greasy ball,
and a heavy slippery turf, it was only
natural to suppose that both teams would
have made numerous mistakes. Such,
however, was not the case, and to the
surprise of all present they handled the
ball in a remarkably sure manner.

The forward play throughout the match
was also of an even nature. On the line,
in the scrum, and in the loose open play,
each side had a fair share of success,
and it would be unsafe to say that either
vanguard proved the stronger in any de-
partment of the game. The visitors,
however, got into their places in the
scrum in a better style than the local
meén, and it was also noticeable that
throughout the game each forward always
managed to get into his proper peosition
both in the scrum and on the line out.
On several occasions the Iocal vanguard
appeared to get slightly “bustled,” and
flopped into the pack anyhow. It is
worthy of remark that in these instances
the Hawke's Bay men carried the scrum.

The Napier backs played in rare style,
and at times got off some excellent com-
bined play. Xach appears to possess a
more than ordinary turn of pace, and to
judge by the manner in which they
handled the ball on Saturday it is not
difficult to imagine that on a dry day their
passing tactics would cause the opposing

‘peared to graft,

team no end of trouble. Their tacklingf
kicking and stopping of rushes was all
that could be desired. .

The local backs also shaped well, and
played sure games, so far as defensive -
work was concerned. They, however,
appeared to lack the combination of
their opponents -

At fallback, for the Hawke's Bay team,
Gorman played a safe consistent game.
He made good use of the touch line, and
gained much ground by his kicks. His
sure tackling prevented both Rhodesand -
Fitchett from crossing the line, -

Of the three-quarters, Laws atcentre
was the best. KHe got his side out of
many difficulties by his quick punts.

MacFarlane and Bennett were also in
good form and played serviceable games.
The former almost crossed the Auckland
line afier a brilliant run.

In Donnelly the visitors possess a real
good man in the five-eighth position, He
apparently thoroughly understands Cara-
dus’ style of play, and knew exactly
where to go to receive the ball. His de-
fense was particularly good. ,

Rarely has ** Buff ” Caradus been seen
to better advantage than on Saturday
last behind the Hawke’s Bay scrum.
He made thie mott of every opporjunity,
and started all the visitors passing runs
by dodging ecleverly around the serum.
Buff is as full of tricks as ever, and:
should just about secure a place in the
North Island team.

With one exception, when he tried to .
*ghunt” a player, and must for the
moment have forgotten he was playing
fullback, Masefield was safe, ond played
well. . :

Of the local three-quarters, Breen was
perhaps the best. He did a great amount
of work, and by following up his own
kick he several times gained ground by
preventing a return. He tackled well,
whilst no fault could be found with his
kicking or handling of the ball.’

Jervis' inclusion in the team did not
prove such a tower of strength as many
expected. He fumbled the ball on several
occasions, but still put in some clever
play. IHe was unfortunate in again
having his shoulder injured, and had to .
leave the field. It is unlikely that Jervis ..
will again play this season. e

Fitchett’s game was a fair one. He . -
allowed several men to poss him, he
almost scored a try, and made a splendid
pot at goal, _ .

As five-eighth man Edmonds was note -
guccess. He does not appear to under- -.°
stand what is required of a player in this
position. -

Braund was not so clever as usual
behind the scrum. He always succeeded
in getting off his pass, and otherwise put .
in a lot of useful work, but still failed to
make as much of his opportunities as he
usually does. I would like to see him.
partnered by his club mate Ramsay, the
only local player whom I have seen show
any knowledge of five-eighth play.

Oliphant’s game was not up to his usual
standard, owing to the fact that he made
several mistakes. He should have .
scored twice, but ruined one chance by ..
kicking the ball too hard, and sending it~
bebind the opponents’ gual line beyond . .
the prescribed limit for scoring, and an- -
other by attempting to pass when he had
a straight run in. But for these errors.
his game would have been a good one.

Rhodes played his first game as ‘wing
forward, and shaped well. In the second =
speil he took Jervis’ place at three- -

uarter, and made a capital run, o

Murphy had hard luck with two of his -
place kicks. Each was a good kick.
He played his usual clever forward game. .

Clarkin was about the best of the Auck~ -
land forwards. His line play was es- =
pecially good. He got off several fine . .
passes. C

McKenzie was prominent in neariy all -
the Auckland rushes, and did a lot of -~
tackling. oA

Of the Napier vanguard, Cockroft ..
proved the best man, He secured- the
ball cleverly in the scrum, and was fre-
quently prominent for clever line play -
and good dribbling. . T

Cheers and Malcolm also put in a
great amount of work.. The former. .
would have scored a try had the latter not -.
passed forward. . R

Of the two wing forwards, Swan and
Kelly, the former appeared to do -the
more work. Kelly played -opposite
Oliphant. - ot

Toohey put in some clever line work,

Barnett, Ryan and Geordine all:ap-
The former, has im:.

proved greaily,

The first Junior contest between' Par-
nell and North Shore proved a ‘rather
soft thing for the former, who beat- their
opponents in . all - departments  of.:the
game. The -Parnellites: won -easily by



