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aehmg “bhi fioe,
teen days after th {ssuie’ of the paper
ataining the goup the Pro netor has’
decided th

iP
colonists.” The thing
1 to us,he-says, fot not content.with giving

X thmg was to regulate it. .

-to  ask-~—what about ,V:ctona P

| and

-Gaming - Bill,

.he finished' he remarked :*
’ ‘get this amendnient, and perhaps in time
-we shall be able to get-a bill-to abolish it

pur: approval to-='“an: mstru’mentality

-| essentially - favourable’ to vice, we stoop |,

to share.” a “portion .. of . the : wretched
spoil.” - | One- of. the. hon. - gentleman’s
‘points was that whereas there is' honour
amongst' thieves there “is- none in the
jockey - clubs,  for . they do  not. he
declares, - deal honestly with  the Go-

| vernment, : their confederate in the plun-

der. - "He “says the Government never
contemplated that their. 14 per cent.
should be taken from the gamblers but
from the ‘1o per cent. of the clubs.- Yet
he is.astonished and pained to find that
it is taken-from the gamblers for the
most -part, even. after' a distinct re-
monstrance - from . the Government.
‘Gambling, Mr Hutchinson says, is the
national curse and craze of New Zealan-
ders,.~and all the opponents of the
machine echo the charge. - Considering

.| that New Zealanders are all blighted with

the gambling curse, that it is part and
parcel of New Zealanders existence, it is
really astonishing to find the moral men
we have to represent us. Of course all
the members - who craved the machine’s
abolition " confessed to bhaving no ex-

perience of gamblmg—“ thank God, they

had never speculated on the machine”—

..t but for all that they professed to be well

posted,up in'.the fearful fascmatlon and
machmanons ‘of the accursed ** tote '

Mg. HUTCHINSON was willing’ to agree
with the argument thatif the machine were

| abolished the bookmaker would return

in_full - force; .but such reasoning he
holds is beside the question. . The prin-

cxpal duty of the House was to get rid of
all complicity with the evil itself. Legis-
lation, he declares, has scotched book-
making in South Australia; but let us ask
how hasit donethat? Simply by introduc-.
ing thetotalisator and cutting the ground
from. under the bookmakers feet. Mr
Geo.:- Russell had some very sensible
remarks to make when he declared him-
self in favour of the machine. He asked

| what would be the effect of its abolition,

and answered the query by asserting that
in all our. towns there would be gambling
hells started.” -Gambling would
despite legislation, was his argument, and
as it could not be exterminated the best
Mr Carncross,
who . was one of the machine’s advocates,
asserted that .the people who were at the
head: of the anti~totalisator agitation were
the bookmakers. . It was the bookmakers
in Dunedin: who put questions_ to candi-
dates as to whether they were in favour
of its.abolition, and Captain Russell sup

ported his houn. friend by stating that one
of the men who asked him his views. on

| the - subject at the hustings was a pen-

ciller, - The ‘best' argument against the
agitation was supplied by, Mr Carncross.
He certainly made. a“ strong point when
he  pointed.out that” the anti-machinists
“—to coin an expressnon——argued that the

'Hl'totahsator was. the cause of so .much

tacing in New Zealand, and then went on

- | pointed ..out, . Victoria. is.- the.. sporting

,country par. excellence—they- have race

meetings every day. of the year. ‘there—
et there is nototalisator] . He was
not far out ‘'of it” when he- declared that

the taking away-of the totalisator would

simply result in races all over the country
for the smallest unagmable stakes. -
< Captain Russell “was quite’.on the mark

:| when he affirmed - that. gambling in bank
|and | gold : shares : was - no better. than

gambling on a racecourse. ‘And he might
have - stated ‘further: that the ‘man “who

| takes £1000 10 25 6d that he will be killed

on a rajlway journey is just’'as-bad as a
man who backs a certain - horse’s speed

SIR AROBER’I‘ Stour,” in- mtroducmg the
:showed - his - hand pretty

plainly.: In'. his introductory remarks he

'asserted that- he ‘did not mean to -alto-

gether abolish :the . machme, ‘but before
L Help me to

ln

: Exactly, his little. bill . is

altogether
Mr.

only ‘the. thin'end of the - wedge.

'-Lawry evidently krew the. mtent:ons of

) -nall.,

the ‘would~-be moralists, . for- he asserted
in hls speech that if the bxlI were passed_

| the’ machine: would ‘be as dead as.a door
:And “he "is"not . far:out., *In one

ie.| part-of.Captain* Russell's speech: he made

: ﬁ;r_n-{ f. 'bookmakers had made_no less

la: most absurd:: statement. .and ‘one that
a{ still -eating’ their. heads- off, ‘and racing
 clubs with their. expensive. holdings could

-has-been ‘taken up:.by the local Press,

body that:. Certamly should: havebeen
aware: of ;the’ ‘hon.:, gentlemans absurd
charge He: 'gravely -asserted that  one

exist -

As he

And.

). mean 7+ Sim ly the reappearance ‘of the
; bookmakers,

s Island (the H B 1. C ‘we presume) had:
is afurther d:sgrace'

‘made’{ 13,000.”. Then the hon. gentleman
asked what was the relative evil. . T'o say
that one bookmaking firm made that sum
while the. H.B.].C. was. making £1oo0

Toshow what audacmusly wiid statements
the hon, captain makes, mention need
only be made of his aliegation that ** for
every penny that goes on the legitimate
totalisalor £71 goes to the private- totali-
sator shops, and[:o through the pockets
of the bookmakes.” - What rank rubbish !
Qur contemporary, the Canferbury Times,
seizes on this deliciously wild statement
and points out that Captain Russell's

statement implies that £180,748,800 was
handled by the proprietors of the betting
shops last year, and that the unwieldly
sum of £1,804,488,000 passed through
the. pockets of the bookmakers! We
wonder how the hon. captain feels when
he sees those absurd figures in the cold
print of Hansard. Mr Thompson, while
willing to discourage gambling as much
as possible, pointed out that clause 5 of
the bill simply covered a stealthy attempt
to create a monopoly for the large centres
‘of the colony—that is to prevent the "use
of the totalisator except by the wealthy
jockey clubs of the colony. An interjection
by Sir.R. Stout that he did not mean that,
was answered by Mr Thompson asserting
that his biil certainly meant that. He
reminded. the House that the very fact
of the member for. Hawke's- Bay. so
ardently supporting the measure was quite
sufficient to arouse the attention of every
member who represented a country dis-
trict where small race K meetings were
held, If clause § were passed he asserted
there would be an end to all race meet-
ings outside the large'centres. Clause 5
was simply a cunningly devised trap.

Mg LAwWRY was very warm in his support
of the machine, the abolitidn of which
he contended simply meant inviting the
appearance ~of  hordes of Aaustralian
spielers. While it is evident from his
speech that the hon. gentleman prefers
the machine to the bookmaker he is ap-
parently no shrieking denouncer of local
pencillers, for he went out of his way to
agsert that our metallicians compare with
the Australian. ones as angels do to
fiends. : And to one ‘local layer he
paid . a. very high compliment. A
statement ‘'on his part that he had the
privilege of knowing an Auckland book-
maker raised a chorusof ““ Qh's!” from

% Hon. gentlemen. may laugh, but [
venture to say that any honorable gentle-
man in this House would be glad to call
that bookmaker his friend. . e has been
a neighbour of mine foryears. -He'is a
man - who--has never- gone back on his
word, whose personal honour is above
reproach, whose word would be taken by
every man, woman .or child in the pro-
‘vincial district of Auckland.. I appeal to
the honourable member for Eden when I
say -that -the mau, I .am speaking of is
Robert Blaikie, and "ask him 1f he does
not deserve all I say of him.”: A 'very
high com
are confident is well deserved, Mr Lawry
pointed out very truly that there. was

that had not been touched on'by hon.
members.
bers ' who were in_favour of the destroyal
of the machine realised the enormous
amount of money that was at stake.,. He
asked Sir Robert Stout if he had read of
the annual sales of blood stock in Auck-
land, where men have given their two
thousand guineas for a' colt in order. to
enter him in due time for'a cup, the
Derhy, - or . some. other great - race.
“ Abolish the totalisator,”. argued .Mr
Lawry, “ and the colt that is worth a few
thousands to-day is not worth in New
Zealand more than oo guineas' to-mor-
row; because the value of the stakes : to
be run for will beé’ so much less in con-
sequence.” . If there be no .big New
Zealand tarf prizes New Zealanders will
not bid high for yearlings, and then there
will be no necessity for Australian Hot-
derns to- leave. one. or two  thousand
guineas behind them in. New Zealand.
And the same argument meets the belief
that “with the downfall of.the. machine
New - Zealand racing will “contract into-
limits  which - wall ‘be considered’ small
enough for .our: parliamentary.- punsts.r
Racmg wonld not contract ;-on the con~

stock’ could not Jet “their. animals- stand,

not meet the:r bank'~overdrafts. if their.

_meetings ‘were cut’, ‘down’ by’ ‘one; half.

Throw out the totalxsator and what will it

Austral

less is ' simply moonshine and wild -talk.

hon. members, at :which Mr Lawry said:

liment indeed this, and one we

another phase of the totalisator question:

He asked if his brother mem-.

trary it would.exténd. -: Owners of blood

'_'ments on: tlle totelmator in the  several:
- | Provincial Distriots of.th 'olonym

crease in the number of .race: ‘meetings:at
‘which-the stake money. wxll be lowered to
the lowsst possible:limit. “There is no
totalisator in Victoria, vet. they race there:
every day of the year! . Kill the totalisa
tor here and we w1ll be soon in a similar
posmon - -

A caNDID. friend of the- Nelson ~Jockey.
Club has arisen in the shape of the Mari-
borough Dazly Times, which. journal -has
recently  indulged i - some " very plain;
talking respecting the club:inquestion,
After addressing the club.as an institution:
that is'unable -to keep up with the’ hmes,
and stigmatising the committee as a body
blessed with the least common  senge,;
least idea of eqmty and justice, and least’
‘knowledge of racmg rules, ‘our contem
porary dashes into.a fervid attack on the
club in connection with the Jenny - cast
It will be remembered that at the:last
autumn meeting of the Nelson” Club a
mare called Jenny won a. trotting’ race
and a protest was entered by the ‘owner
of the second horse on' the ground that
the winner was on the unpaid forfeit lis
As a matter of fact, the = Z¥mes- asserts,
]enny was placed on the unpatd forfeit.
list some days after she was nominated
for the event at Nelson for an ‘amount of
155 . due. to the 'Wairio~ Jockey: Club,
¢“'The owner took immediate steps (writes
the 7imes) to have her name -remove
and the amount was paid to the’ Dunedm
Jockey Club gn. April: 1oth,’ two “days
before the race at Nelson was run.’- Thus
Jenny was not on the black list" whr-\
nominated ‘or when ‘competing for ths
event in question. The Nelson Jockey
Club, however, took the absurd aid mon
strous view that the mare . 4§ under dig
qualification, not from the
placed on.the unpaid fu

the date of the lotinr siu
Jockey Clule ia i

that her : li‘ll"l @ pliaced thereon. :
confidence owites can. ‘put ina club ‘of
such peculizr ideas.it would bé- hard tq
say, but for their own credit’ sake and for
the good of: the sport  itself the: com
mittee should meet again and discuss'th
matter. . Surely they cannot have' tnde
stood the facts of the' ¢ase.”” On:these
grounds we must admit the Neélson peaple;
appear to have come to a-wrong decisio
in awarding the stakes to. the owner of
the second horse.” The secretary, of the:
Dunedin Jockey Club, it appears, mformed
the Nelson people that the default of the
nwner of Jenny had been made good tw.
days before the acceptances closed. That
being so, the ‘mare “was eligible: whe
nominated, and when she ran . her quali-’
fication was undoubted, as the fact of her.
name not having been removed from the’
list was not due ‘to a fanit of her ‘ownei
The Times winds up its} onslaught as’
follows ;—* The Nelson ]ockey Club “are’
becoming looked. upon rather. with: sus
picion byracing men in general becaus
of .their peculiar and unaccountable ‘de
cisions on matters which they have proved
themselves -utterly “incapahle : of giving
fair and unbiassed consideration.’.. With..
‘out going so far-as. that,- we must, unde
the circumstances," support the sugges
tion of our contemporary.| that the Nelson’
people should meet agam and discuss the’
matter. -

Ax mtarestmg return ahowmg the number,
of totalisator licenses’ granted to, Metro
politan and ‘country clubs in -the colon
during the yoar 1892-93, and which ‘are-
affected by Sir Robert: ‘Stout's’ Gamin
Bill, has been supplied from Woellinigton
From . this it- appears 'that the Dunedir
Metropolitan  Club-. heads : the  list wit
five. meetmgs ‘which- resulted .inieleve
days’ racing. : Auckland comes next with
five meetings.and ten days’ racing; an
,Oanterbury ia third on the list, with four
meetings and eight days’ racing "Wl
lington " has’ {our ‘meetings,: -and ; sove
days' racing, and Hawke’s Bay has’ four
meetings ‘and ‘one: days” racing less tha
~Wellington, - The other centres. have th
following - ﬁgures" Wa.nganul “thre
meetmgs and five : deya -Tacing ;. Grey
mouth, . ‘two'. meatmgs ‘and ~four. days
racin g ; Taranaln, two meetings a.nd threa
days’ “racing } - end: Marlborough :and’
Nelson, one meeting and two days’ racing’
each.” In ‘the matter of ‘country racing,
Dunedm .tops’ the- 1ist ‘with 1urty-thr
meotings: and  fifty-two- dayr;mcmg
Auckland is second with, thirty-two niee
ings and forty ‘days’ racing ;- and Canter
bury -comeés third . with . thirty. meehngl
and thlrty-seven ‘days’ racing.. The'

total for. all “the clubs shows that.200
meetings were held resulting in 266 d.a.yn
racing... :For 1893-04 the totals ‘were 1
meetings and 242 days' racing. - A return
showxng ‘the:amount of: the. ‘paroentugu
paid to ithe: Treasury fromthe . inva




