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get move and more rugged, the road in many
places being cut out of the sheer face of a
cliff overhanging the rushing torrent below,
Continning up the viver, the Bealey 1s
reached, forty-five miles from Springfield.
This is the stopping place for the night of
the coaches.

Lieaving the hotel, the road follows np the
Bealey Gorge, and now the elass of scenery
gets and  more

Hniore picturesque. A

remarkably fine
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in many plaees 2,000 feet high, white below
on the left the Otira River surges on its
the
The road s very steep here, and

course  down narrow  forest-covered
ravine.
twists in and out round the gorge, in many
places completely overbanging the rushing
200 Nothing

breaks the stillness but the rushing of

stream  some foet  below,
waters, and wnny and varvied s the peops
of tiny waterfalls and  plangiug rapids,

duligliefully refresh-

sight 15 the Devil's
Punchbowl, which
is the basin of a
magnificent water-
fall gome 50U feet
high.  The photo.
shows the fall as
seen from the road.
Hufurtanately
had not time to get
any cloger, so had
to be eontent with
taking a pictore at
In
this neighbourhacd
there

we

that distance.
are several
very beautiful gla-
eiers, but these also,
much to our sorrow,
we had no time to
explore.

We now reach the
slopes of Arthwr’s
Pags, the road as-
cending very rapid-
ly, with a dense
towal forest on -~

A NATURATL SHOWUER-BATH.

g to the eyo ol the
wenried
The
nged to gel u photo.

travolier,
writer  man-
of two of ane prrly
enjoying a delight-
ful bails
under eno of these

shower

cascadoes,
At the foor of the
gorge is the Olira
Hotel, apd after re-
freshing the Tuner
man here, wo
pusled on, nud
found that erossing
the
easy matter,
WK

Wis Lo
The
water pretity
Ligh, and the
ptream a  rushing
torrent, and what

naked feet,
boulders,

river

with
slippery
and & bicyele on
oue's shoulder, a
footing was by no

either
the summit is attained, some 3,000 feet abave
sea level, The road now begins to descend,
and the traveller finds himself going down
the renowned Otira Gorge, the scenery of
which is weird and surpassingly grand.
The photo was taken from near the top of
the zigzag looking down the gorge, and the
view from here is truly magnificent. The
picture will give a better idea of the beauties
of this cafion than any description. To the
right, towering above, are sheer precipices,

side, unti!

means easy to keep,
However, we got across without any mishap.
After leaving the top of Arthur's Pass,
one notices a very remarkable change in the
Ou the Canterbury side the
slopes are covered with a shaggy birch
scrub, but as the traveller gets into the
lower country the cffect of the wet climate
of Westland is very noticeable. In place of
the serab beforementioned, one sees gigantic
forest trees, with a luxurious undergrowth
of ferns, tree ferns and creepers.

vegetation.



