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valuable Institutions thus become dead, iso-
lated, nninteresting and almost useless.

A museum which is intended for the
instruction and profitable entertainment of
the people, and especially for the assistance
of students of all clagses, should consigt of
four main divisions:— (1) A General
Department, descriptive of the great
principles and facts of Nature, in a broad
and suggestive manner rather than in detail.
All useless or unnecessary specimens should
be carefully excluded, for they would destroy
the unity and relations of the whole, and
bring in confusion. (2) A Special or New
Zealaud Department, being a collection of
the plants and animals, both recent and
fossil, of New Zealand, and also a serica of
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vocks, ote., illustrating the geology of the
colony. (3) An Beonomie Dopuartment,
consisting of a eollection of plants, animals
and minerals usefn! to man, showing tio
sconomic producls of the earth,  Such
colleckion would be of hmmense oduentional
value, especinlly to the young, whose fossony
and howe veading would be lghted up by
(1) A
Historieal Department, containing  objeets
interest, fally and elearly
labelled so as 1o Huk them with the puast

the objects scen n the musewnm,
of historical
history of the colony,

A vislt to a musewn thus nrranged

hecomaes of value, and eannet fail to make n

lasting impression on the mind.
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THE SIGNAL STATION, MERCURY BAY.



