
Takahe-Notornis Mantelli.
Extract from a Report of the Land and Survey Department

A MONGST the fossil bones collected in
l\ the North Island in 1848 by Mr.
Walter Mantel1, were parts of a skeleton
which was recognised by Professor Owen as
a distinct genus of Rallidae, and named
Notornis mantelli.

There are
two speci-
mens in the
Natural
Hist o ry
Museum,
South Ken-
singtou,
London,
one captu-
l'ed alive in
1849 by a
party of
sealers in
Duck Cove,
Resolution
Island, the
othercaught
by theMao-
ris on Sec-
retary Is-
land,and
obtained by
MrMantel1.
The third
spccimen
was found
in 1881 on
theTe Anau
Downs, be-
tween the
Ma r ar oa
and Upoko-
roroRivers,on the eastern side of Lake Te
Anau,byarabbiter,whosedogcaughtitalive.
Itwassold inLondon,andisnowintheDres-
den Museum. The fourth specimen, which is
shown in the photograph, wascaughtby Mr.

Ross, also at Lake To Aiuiu, in September,
1898. It was purchased by the Hon. John
Mackenzie,Minister ofLands, for the Now
Zealand Government, through the Chief
Surveyor atInvereargill,a.nd is in tho mean-
time deposited in the Dunedin Museum.

(The price
paid wn,h
£250 )

Tho moa-
huvomonts
of tlio bird
are:Great-
est height
fr o in th o
gr o v n d,
20in, the
extrc m o
length,tipto
tailstraight,
18iu.;girth,
20 inches ;
length of
legs, 7 in.;
1ength of
back, 9in.;
and n c ck,
2fin.; total
length of
bird meas-
ured along
curves, 22
in.; length
of wing
from the
flexure, 9%
in. length
of the tail,
4in.; length

from posterior edge of frontal plate to
tip of upper mandible, 3in.; length
from gape of mouth along edge of lower
mandible, 2in.; length of tarsus, Z%m.;
length of middle toe and claw, 3-iin, ; and
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