July, 1901]

ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE,

Some Aspects of Maoridom.

By Hipa Kxane,

Lustrated by D. W, Suiton.

URING recent years there has been a
marked deerease in the number of
of New

reagoens

aberiginal  inhabitants
Zealand,  Many
adduced to account for this; and
at this hour, when the numbers have fallen
to some forty-twe thousand, the Young
Maori Party have taken the matter in hand,
determined to do their best to remedy this
deplorable state of things.

are

This party
consists of those natives who have received
a European eduecation, and who see, with
sorrow, the rapid diminution of their poople,
mainly through the abuse of imported
customs.”  The pioneer European settlers
found au intelligent race of people, handsome,
and physically well developed.  Their food
consisted of fern root, wild berries, kumaras,
birds, fish, and the flesh of wild pigs.

With Buropeans came foods of other
kinds. It is no uneommon cvent for Maoris
to spend all they bave at the time upon
tinned fruits, tinned fish, ment, ete., spread
all upon one dish, and gathering vound, eat
of the mixtore. Indigestion is thus a
common complaint among natives, who do
not understand Kuropean methods of cooking
and of eating various foods,

Again, they coms the
summer months, purchase gaily-coloured
clothes, return to the kainga, discard the
garments when worn, and spend the winter
ill-clad, Then, when illness results, be it
measles, typhold fever or an ordinary cold,
recourse is had to a native tohunga. These
so-called Maori doctors still exist in numbers,
and owing te the slow extinction of
superstition, even Christianized natives still
resort to the costom of their fathers. The
tohunga performs the usual weird incan-

into town in

tations, and orders a dip in a eold stream,
This is the aniversal treatment for all illss
In other cases, the patient is loft entively
alone without any attention.  1f he recovers,
well and good ; their faith in the tobungn is
inereased ; if, on the contrary, he suceumbs
to the disease, then some rival tohunga hag
been at work.

It s solf evident that since in former days
such diseases as Cf)llSllIn[)ljri{)]l, hronchitig,
fevers, ete., were unknown, their present
prevalence is due alone to the introdustion
the
Some slight contradiction

of civilisation and abuse of it
appurtenances.
may be urged as regards the nutives who
Here, quite

tate at uight, Maoris—men, women, and

live 1u the thermal distreict.

children---may be seen sitting in o stenming
pool, smoking their pipes and  chatting,
They remain thus for hours, and probably
throw a blanket round their bodies when
they tire of the amnsement.  One natorally
expects colds and chest complaints to he rife
Brt, on the other hand, the
mortality amongst the natives hore s nob
shewn to be greater than that among those
in other places.

The Kev. F. A, Benpett tells & story of a
meeting which he attended. About fifty
nabives were assembled in & wharepuni large
enough to hold twenty comfortably. In the
middle of the room blazed & huge fire. I'he
Maoris sat round smoking. The impure air
at the top of the room was so denae that the
speaker had to donble himself down before
being able to speak at all.  The heat was
stifling. Two babies were crawling about
wherever they could find room, As they
tired, they began to cry. Then a native
woman made her way to the vaked little

amongst them.



