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Opening of the Federal Parliament of Australia.
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MORE momentows event m the
history of Dritish colonization has
never ocenrred than the opening of
the Federal Parliament of Australia
by H.R.H. the Duke of Cornwall
and York on the ninth of last month, With
the magnificent pomp and stately ceremonial
that befitted the occasion, the government of
one of the future great nations of the world,

the Land of the Golden Fleece, was fittingly
set in motion, (Howing columns might bo
written on the subject of the advantages
acoruing from such & promising bond of
anion, but we prefer fo quote the niterances
of our King in his congratulatory cable, and
of his Royal Representative in the coucise
and comprehensive address he delivered on
the aceasion.

HIS MAJESTY'S CABLE.
“ My thoughts ave with you on (his day of importent cevemony.
Most fervently do 1 wish Ausivalia prosperity and happiness”

THE DUKE'S ADDRESS.

“His Royal Highness sald it was the
desire of his beloved and deeply lamented
grandmother to mark the important opening
of this first Parliament, and to manifest hew
special intevest in all that coucerned the
welfare of loyal subjects in Australia, by
granting him a special commission te open
the first session. That commission had
been duly signed before the sad event
occurred which plunged ihe Empire into
mourning, and the King, his dear father,
fully sharing Her late Majesty’s wishes,
decided to give effoct to them, althongh is
Majesty stated on the occasion of the opening
of i firet Parliament that the separation
from his son at such a time would not be
otherwise than deeply puinful to him. His
Majesty had been pleased to consent to this
separation, moved by his sense of loyalty
and devotion which prompted the generous
aid afforded by all the celonies in the South
African war, both in its earliest stages, and
of the splendid bravery of the ocolonial
troops. It was also His Majesty’s wish to
acknowledge the readiness with which the
ships of the special Australasian squadron
had been placed at disposal for service in
China, and the valuable assistance tendered
there by the naval eontingents of the several
colonies. Hizs Majesty further desired in
this way to testify his heartlelt gratitnde
for the warm sywpathy, extended by every

part of his dominions to himself and family
in the irreparable loss they had sustained in
the death of his hbeloved mother. His
Majesty had watched with the deepest
interest the social and waterial progress
made by his people in Austratia. He Ind
seen with thankfulness and heartfelt satis-
faction the completion of that political
union of which this Parliament was the
embodiment. The King was satisfied that the
wisdom and patriotism which characterized
the exercise of the wide powers of self-
government litherto enjoyed by the colonies
would continue to be displayed in the
exercide of the still wider powers with
which United Aunstralia woald be endowed.
His Majesty felt assured that the enjoymont
of these powers would, if possible, enchance
that loyalty and devetion to the Throne and
LEmpire, of which the people of Australia
had already given such sigual proofs. It
was His Majesty's carnest prayer that a
union so happily achieved might, under
God’s blessing, prove an instrument for
still farther promoting the welfare wnd
advancement of his subjects in Australia,
and for strengthening his  Kmpire.
‘Gentlomen of the Senate aud Howe,’
concluded the Duke, ‘it affords me much
pleasure to convey to you this message fiom
the King. I now, in his name, and on his
behalf, declare the Purliament open.” ™



