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Geo, H. Whtte,

aleng the banks of the Mokan is seldom to
be seen. It would almost appear as i the
Creator had diffienlty in findig rooin for
all the vegetation, with sach prodigahty is
it heaped on every spur and erowded into
every ravine.
endless variety of shade in green, relieved

Wherever the eye turns is

here and there by a bunch of red vata flowers
Timber

of good quality is found in Jarge guantities,

and the yellow berry of the karaka,

Totara, vimu, gahikatea, and birch abound.
Here and there is to be seen a fine puriri,

. Already several sawmills have started opera-

tions, and unless steps are taken promptly,

“the beauty of the river will be greatly marred
“by felling the timber on the water's edge.

‘mining

One cannot speak of Mokan without
mentioning its coal deposits. Tam told that
for fifty miles along its northern bank the
rights are taken up, and that
throughout the whole of that land- coal
abounds. At present the only mine working
regularly is that owned by the syndicate
which took over the property of the first
Mokan Coal Company in which the late Sir
Harry Atkinson, the late Me. H, R. Richmond

CAVES AT MOHAKATINOG RIVER (NICW PLYMOUTH-—AUCKLANIY l?OAD).

New Plymouth,

{once supevintendent of Tarannki Provinee),
and Mr, K. M. Smith, the present MR,
for Taranaki, were interested some twenty
years ago,  Persons capable of judging say
that for a lignite, it s a very fine conl, and
equal to any ol that ¢lass, found in the colouny.

At Oweu’s Clearing we stayed ubont a
couple of hours, during which we had luneh,
As his tusk
neared completion, onr * bontman ” evidently
felt freer of responsibility, snd became quite
loguacious. He informed us very gravely that

and then started on our return,

with ““ this boat you must get on plenty of ne-
mento to keep her going easity.” T'his remark
of his we determined to kecpas n momentum,

Bach time he spoke, he stopped rowiug
altogether, and naturally it was no easy task
to keep a straight course. On one oceasion
the boat slewed right round on to a sandbank.
In & moment the old fellow’s urms and legs
were in overy part of the boat at one and
the same time, and in his haste he made
confusion worse confounded. He turned to
me in groat disgust, as it was 1 who bhad
been vainly trying to steer to his spasmodic
pulling, and wanted to kunow if 1 couldo’t



