
along the banks of the Mnkau is .seldom to
be seen. It wouldalmost appear as ir thu
Creator had difficulty iv finding room for
all the vegetation, with suoh prodigality is
it heaped on every spur and crowded into
every ravine. Wherever the eye turns is
endless variety of shade in green, relieved
here and thereby a bunch of red rata flowers
and the yellowberry of the karaka. Timber
of good quality is found in large quantities.
Totara, rinm, kahikatea, and birch abound.
Here and there is to be seen a fine puriri.
Already severalsawmillshave started opera-
tions, and unless steps are taken promptly,
the beautyof the river will be greatlymarred
by felling the timber on the water's edge.

One cannot speak of Mokau without
mentioningitscoal deposits. lam told that
for fifty miles along its northern bank the
mining rights are taken up, and that
throughout the whole iof that land coal
abounds. Atpresent the onlymine working
regularly is that owned by the syndicate
which took over the property of the first
Mokau Coal Company in which the late Sir
HarryAtkinson, the lateM»\ H.R.Richmond

(once superintendent nf Taranaki Province),
and Mr. E. M. Smith, the present M.11.R.
for Taranaki, were interested some! twenty
years ago. Persons capableof judging nay
that for a lignite,it is a Very lino coal, and
equal toany of thatclass, found in thocolony.

At Owen's Clearing we stayed about a
couple of hours, during which we had lunch,
and then startedon our return. As his task
neared completion,our

" boatman
" evidently

felt freer of responsibility, and became quito
loquacious. Heinformed us verygravely that
with" thisboatyou mustget onplentyof me-
mento to keephergoingeasily." Thisremark
of his we determined tokeepas amomentum.

Each time he spoke, he stoppedrowing
altogether,and naturally it was no easy task
to keepa straight course. On one occasion
the boat slewed right round on toasandbank.
In a moment the old fellow's arms and legs
werein every part of the boat at one and
the same time, and in his haste he mad©
confusion worse confounded. He turned to
me in groat disgust,as it wasIwho had
been vainly trying tosteer to his spasmodic
pulling, and wanted to know if Icouldn't
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