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A Deadly Danger.

A reply to © The Eatinction of the Colowial” by W. 6. MeDonald, New ZEALaND

Innoseraten Magazive, March, 1901,

By Cuas. Owexn,

R. McDONALD'S semi-scientifie
t % article on “7The Fxtinction of

the Colonial ” is an attempt to
=HOE" deal, from a purely optimistic
point  of view, with what
promises to be one of the most burning
questions of the futare. Unfortunately, any
value the article might have is entirely
discounted by most illogical reasoning, and
what 18 worse, by a false ethical standpoint,
and by rather cheap sneers at a body called
“The Purity Brigade,” among whom are
many leader-writers of the Press. No
attempt is made to deal with an evil. It is
rather treated as the natural cutcome of
civilisation, a thing destined to bepefit the
race, and help the slowly-grinding proceuses
of evolution. Quality noé quantity, cries
Mr. McDonald, while he quotes Professor
Geddes and G. A, Thompson in support of
what is called neo-Malthusianism, This is
their summary of the advantages of checking
the growth of population :—(1) Prevention
of a too rapid rate of increase; (2)
possibility of eavlier marriages bringiug
about & diminution of vice; (3) an increase
in the fituess of the race by lessening the
_propagation of unfit types,and the exhaustion
of the mothers by too frequent ehild-bearing ;
{4) a heightened standard of comfort.

Such are the advantages the neo.
Malthusians urge ic support of their
philosophy, and some of them are false
advantages, while the others are immoral if
gained by immoral means. Tt is guite
unnecessary ‘to explain what neo-Malthu-
gianism means, but ab present, as is even
tacitly admitted by Mre. McDonald, its
teaching is bearing fruit in the practical

shape of checking the growth of popualation
by artificial means. Mr. McDounald says
morbid delicacy makes inquiry difficult, and
certainly the fungus has not yot got sniliciont
root to render all feclings of modesty dead.
Still there iz little doubt that vortain trades
in New Zealand could tell an extraovdinary
story which, while not auswering the above
quoted summary, would definitely show the
effocts of its plausible teaching, effects so
apparent that they have crept into the
everyday knowledge of the whole youth of
the colony.

Althongh this article can do uothing to
practically check the evil, it may open the
eyes of those wlho read it to the worthlessness
of any justification givenin % The Bxtinetion
of the Colonial,” or for that matter of uny
general justification whatever for interfering
with the most sacred of the luws of nature,
a law sacred from the distant time when the
stern (rod of the Israclites lrst blessed mnn
with the injuuction to “he fruitfol und
multiply and replenish the earth and subidoe
it.”

However, to take the summary in ovder
—(1) Prevention of » too rapid rate of
ingreage,  This is the old Malthusian Fatlacy,
Political evils such as the snjust distribution
of land and wealth conspire to make it
appear true, together with the herding of
people to the great centres of population;
but to the more ohservant it is apparent thas
the world is not overpopulated, and so far
as buman history is capable of tenching, it
is doubtful if Nature’s law of natural increase
will ever, in the case of man, ocutgrow
Nature's power to provide for what, according
to that law, is produced. At anyrate in



