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The Indian Contingent.

SOME BRAVE DEFENDERS GF THE EMPIRE.

3F all the Imperial troops who have
visited this distant portion of the
Empire, there are probably none
more interesting than the Indian
Contingent. That* Tommy Atkins
should fight for his King and country is
quite naturval, becanse he is * of the blood,”
but to see these men of other climes, some
of whom have grown old in the service, so
loyal and devoteéd to the same king and
country,
brings very
foreibly be-
fore omne
what  Kip-
ling meant
when he
spoke of the
“White
Man’s Bur-
den,” and
what a won-
derful work
the British
are doing in
India, that
vastcouniry
with over

the “ White Man’s DBurden,” 18 but to
admive them. Like everything that comes
out of the mysterious Fast, thero is n charm,
a frscination about our quaint visitors
that is bard to defive. It is not altogethor

the novelty of the sight, because they all

seem so strangely familinv.  We have
probably vead 8o much about their
wonderful convtry, and [Kipling bay

familiarised us so with Indian life that it is
perhaps on-
ly  natural
that ono
shounld have
o faint den
of  having
met these
terbanned
Mohamme-
dans and
Hindoos
somewhore
clse, Tt is
pot the noy-
elty, it i
not the gor-
geons Mast-
ern  drogses

250,000,000 shat attract
inhabitants, 4. L. Clenve, IN MUFIL Auckland.  one; 1t 18
whose mode the inscro.

of life and whose mode of thought is so differ-
ent from ours. Pick out one of the contingent
at random, and a few minutes conversation
in broken English, or through an interpreter,
will convince you that the men who can
govern such must be men of stirling
quality. Iaving seen these men, to think
of those scattered Britishers who ave bearing
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table personality of the mon that fascin-
ates, and makes one wish to kpow all
that is passing in the mind which s
mirrored in their dark, thoughtful eyes.
They are so digoified, so polite, and o
immobile that one longs to fathom their
thonghts. Admire one’s medals, or praise
his prowess ag a horseman and a swordsman,



