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man of mark in the Howse of thirty years
gince, Cool, calm, collected and wary, he
possesses all the attributes of a statesman,
From the uniformly high tone which he
adopts as his model i debate, Mr. Stafford
is in the front rank as an orater. In
arguing a question, he grapples with it ina
¢lear, logical and in a way,
mtelligible even to the meanest capacity,
states  his
eonclusions he does.
highest degree the coufidence of the House,
and is lvoked upon as the l=ader of i, second
only to the Government. IHe is wily and
astute gs a Parliamentarian in no ordinary
degree, and as a party leader there is not
his equal in New Zealand, becanse he can in
an instant, as it were, be preparved for an
emergency, and avert the evil eousequences
of any indiscretion or bad political general-
Hy is
speaking this afterncon on the subject of
oar relations with the Home Government,
and his clear, melodions toues ring through
the Chamber.
the members are turned in his direetion, and
the Honse listens intently to the close and
logieal urgnments which fall from his lips.
The little knots and cotevies of members
which one notes round the fire or in the
lobby when a less important member is
addressing the House, are now broken up,

manner,
reasons for arviving at the
He possesses in the

ship on the part of his followers,

As he speaks all the faces of

and every member is in his place enger to
listen to what the Leader of the Opposition
hag to say on snch an importaut snbject,

Next to Mr Stafford sits a rather bald,
military set-up looking gentleman, Colonel
Haultain, the Defence Minister under the
Stafford Government. He is a fair and
eritical debater, confining speeches
mainly to questions affecting the Depart-
ment over which he formerly presided.

Brisk, alert and watchful sits Hon. John
Hall, despatch box at hand, and his desk
covered with numerous papers neatly
docketted. While he is speaking, the House
fills up, members trooping in from Bellamy's,
the library, and other bavens of refuge from
the prosings of Parliamentary bores.

As we gaze out over the House a member

his
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gomewhat in the sere and yellow leaf vises
to speak.  This is the subtle pavty general;
Mr. Fitzherbert, one of the terio—TFitzherbert,
Fox, and Featherston—knowu in the earlier
Flin
oratory is peculiav and svmewhat pozzling
Hig sentences are

days of Parlinment as ¢ the threee F's”

to those not msed to it
and
grace, every art of oratory being cmpluyed
The

paventhetical style which, on all hawds is

constructed delivered with ease and

skilfully and with a master bhaud,
admitted to be most baflling to nu apponent,

ig prineipally in favonr with Mr Fiteherhert,
His speeches require the eloses) possible
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attention to follow them and to master the
details ; in style they very much resemble
those 1 f his late chief, Mr. Stafford, but they
are Jefieient in the heartiness and warnmth
of that gentleman's oventory, giving one
more the impression of special pleading.

A number of Otago members form a
happy family all to themselves under the
gallery, and then cowes the cross bench
wherenn  sit the Maori  representatives,
There is to beseen the grim-looking tattooed
face of Creneral Mete Kingi, representing



