February, 1901]

It was traly a splendid place for

geige. Half way up the mountain side
was a shallow cave; with a wall of
rocks across its mouth, we considered

it well nigh impregnable. Saunders and
[ buoilt that wall, and got the inside of
the cave ship-shape withont any uudue
waste of time. We had provisions enough
to last for a week, if used with care, and as
there was a spring inside the cave, we had
no immediate fear of hunger or thirst.

I caleulated that the coolies would take
about half an hour to reach the village, fully
double that time to collect their friends and
return ; we had therefore qunite an hoar and
a half 1n which to receive them,

Night came on, and still no sign of the
Boxers, though both Saunders and I swept
the country continually with our glasses
until darkness set in.  Notwithstanding our
apparent secarity neither of us felt any
inclination to rest. We contended ourselves
with a hasty meal, and laid out the cartridges
in a convenient position.

As we lay there, behind our little wall of
stoues, we pondered on the erratic ways of
Fate. It was certainly a very great pity fo
see this splendic couuntry overrun with
secret of every
deseription, life of the
explorer and scientist a very uncertain
gommodity indeed, In the hands of a less
conservative Government, China might be
made one of the richesi countries in the
world; but with the low standard of
educstion of the average Chinaman, who
looks with suspicion on railroads, and holds
up his hands in horror at the idea of a
standing army, this is not possible,

It must have been about ten o'clock when
Saunders crawled up to me and whispered *
“I think I hear somethiug 1ustling among
the bushes down below, sir.’

I listened intently, and presently hem‘d
footsteps approaching; they ceased when
about two hundred yards from us. Suddenly
‘the  whole surrounding ecountry was
illuminated by the glare of many torches,
lighted simultaneonsly.

The scone revealed to us was a striking
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We porceived abont fifty ¢ hinamen,
dvessed in the loose canvas clothes peculine
to the Boxer's socioty, on whose faces aud
shaved heads the daneing light produced a
fantastic and weird effuct.

The strong light soon revenled our liding
place, and it was promptly roshed. 5n.u1ulms
and [ fired together inte the wppronching
mass of humanity, and the attackers stoppod
short, as if bowildored by the noise of the
firearms.  But ouly for a moment, aud then,
with a savage yoll, they dashed towards ug
once more, and though wo fived as fust, s
we could load, and covtainly killed many,
the very impetuosity of their onslanght

bronght them to the level of oar breastworlk,

and a moment later weo were struggling for
onr lives in the midst of « howling masy of
raging devils,

Tho Boxers, in their wild atiempts to gob
at us and skewer wus on theiv long knives,
did no little damago to their fricnds.  Wo
kept thom off for what appenrod to be
several hours, buas in veaity could only have
been a few minntes, then their numbors
began totell.  We were woll nigh exhaustoed,
Two Chinamen, more courageous than the
rest, rushed at Snunders, who wont down
before thoir suvage onslaght.” Left standing
alone, I was quickly overpowered, bound
hand and foot, and placed beside Saundors
on the floor As T fell, I
managed to thrast my revolver into the
breast of my tunie without being noticed ;
Sannders, 1 knew, nlways carricd another
pistol, so if we managed to escaps, we should
not be quite unarmed,

After resting for about half an hour, the
Chinese placed us in the centre of the party,
and set off at a rapid pace down the
mountain side for their village.

We found the place in a turmoil of
excitement. The news that two of the hated
foreigners had been captured in the land of
the Manchoos spread from mouth to mouth.
A motley erowd gathered ronnd to stare at
us. Then we were removed under a strong
gnard to & small bamboo hat into which we
were thrust, bound as we were, the sentinel,
who was left at the door, taking not the

of the cave,



